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PRHFACH 


I N tills vohmu' I .s<-ck tu (Icscrilic the w 
r<‘v'ivul furricil out !>y Willi;un I’itt tl 
to tile tilin' til' ilu^ I'oimin'm'i'nu'nt of frii 
vululioiiury I'rniuc', ihr sti 

in ;i vulnnu' niuillnl "Willinni I’iu titnl ll' 
N’o iHHiUtijy is jn’t'tlfil lor an atli'inpt to \ 
ilfst'fi[)tioii of hiri cai't'cr. The task has in 
.siius' thf year ivlirn the tilth l‘‘.arl 

lishi'd his monuiin'iital work; and at that lii 
lit till’ l' orci;.;n ( tliict’. War t )tru'<*, Admir; 
( djit'f were not open lor resrarrh in the |trr 
hAta'llcnt m<ino;,;r.ijihs on i’itt wert' j,dvr 
liy laird Roschcry and Mr. C'harlfs Whilil 
tStji and inof), hnl ihoy wori- too hrici 
adt'i)natf irralmml ot tlu^ nunisc!; ol 
rctalia|,‘, to that cart t'r. HI laU* llu'sc ha^ 
aujpnontt'd by the iiu'lu’aon aunm;.; llu’ ti; 
(iT thf I’itt Maini'a rijils, widt h foiniirisi 


l'RKFA('l* 


;ichit*v<*inciil'; diiritii; tht* juTitHl (lomiiuitctl ! 
of Uussi.i, Jnsrjih ot Auntria, and Miruhrat 
is ahiK lurmuralih' i'ur juilitifal, iisral. and r.n 
tncnls of hi‘.;h inttTrcst ; ami I havt* tlrak v 
lull)' as Jiiissililr, nfti-n with the aiil nf m 
dra\vii {ruin I’itl'.s |ia[»rrs. U hfiiu; iin|(ussil 
tlu' limits ui this work, I ask thf {tirh('arani-f 
lur nut ifiMlin;.; ihusf pnihh-ins murt- fully. 
;;rajjhy. nut a series uf munuirraiihs; ami I 
where ramj'ju tu kr<-|t thetijuu’euf I’itt ill tin 
XeW letter'. u{' ( leuf};!' Ill, I’itt, ( In-tivilh 
Hnrke, ('anninn,, ete.. whirh tsiuhlunly he rei 
will he jiuhlished in a volume entitled *' I’itt a 
Misrellanies." t (lulaininy. alsu i-ss.iys and no 
I wir.h to thank nut only thu-.e whu-.e jn-n 
am f I Jiave .dready .n km a\ Icdjjed, hut ah.i 
IIall,ol the I’uhlii Uet ui'il t )lnee, fur atlviee 
my rese.ii't he-.; the Kt-v. William Hunt, I 
ihuruiitdi fei I'usiun u! the junuh; uj thi* 
Masters ut rrinity t'uileut' and I’eterlum-.e, 
I’rujf.-.ur hirlh, and Mr. H. I’, thnuh. M..' 
sujyijrstiuns; the \h*u. Art hdeat un Cimnifii; 
Hewitts fur assistance uti ei’ummtic suhjei 
metml tiuyut and Herr lUictur I.uckvv 
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at my disposal unpublished corre 
their ancestors. These new sour 
to reconstruct no small portion of 
Among recent publications b( 
the most important is that of 
J. B. Fortescue, Esq.,” preserve 
MSS. Comm., 7 vols., 1892-191C 
of which comprises details re 
Pitt. This collection, containing 
George III, Pitt, Lord Grem 
bassadors, has proved of incaL 
Memoirs, both English and fon 
late. Among foreign historians 
this period, Sorel holds the fir 
rative as often defective on En 
he gave too little attention. Tli 
Dr. Felix Salomon on the earl 
(Leipzig, 1901), and those of I 
Luckwaldt, Uhlmann, Vivenot, an 
affairs, have been of service, as 
Chassin, and Pallain on Anglo-Fn 
of Lecky against Pitt detracts so 
of the latter part of his work, “ En 
Century ” ; and I have been able 


CONTENTS 


CHAP. 

Introduction .... 

I. Early Years .... 

II. At Cambridge .... 

III. Political Apprenticeship 

IV. At Westminster and Goostree’s 

V. The Peace with America 

VI. The Coalition .... 

VII. The Struggle with Fox . 

VIII. Retrenchment. 

IX, Reform 

X. India ...... 

XI. The Irish Problem (1785) 

XII. Pitt and pus Friends (1783-94) 

XIII. Isolation (1784, 1785) 

XIV. L’Entente cordiale (1786) . 

XV. The Dutch Crisis (1786, 1787) 

XVI. TiiE Triple Alliance 

XVII. The Prince of Wales 

XVIII. The Regency Crisis. 

XIX. Australia and Canada . 



ABBREVIATIONS OF THE TO 
THE CHIEF WORKS REFEI 
TO IN THIS VOLUME 


Ann. Reg. = “ Annual Register.” 

Ashbourne ==“ Pitt : some Chapters of his Life and 
Rt. Hon. Lord Ashbourne. 1898. 

Auckland Journals — ‘‘The Journal and Corresp. of 
Auckland.” 4 vols. 1861. 

Buckingham P. == “ Mems. of the Court and Cabinets c 
by the Duke of Buckingham. 2 vols. 1853. 

B.M. Add. MSS. = Additional Manuscripts of the Britisl 

Beaufort P. = “ MSS. of the Duke of Beaufort,” etc 
Comm.). 1891. 

Campbell. = “ Lives of the Lord Chancellors,” by L 
8 vols. 1845-69. 

Castlereagh Corresp. = “ Mems. and Corresp. of Vi 
reagh.” 8 vols. 1848- 


LIST OF ILLUS' 

William Pitt as Chancellor ( 
(From a painting by Gainsbor- 
of R. A. Tatton, Esq.) . 

Lady Chatham, mother of Wii 
painting in the possession of 
M.P.) 

William Wyndham, Lord Gren’ 
ing by Hoppner) . 

William Wilberforce. (From a 
I by Sir T. Lawrence) . 





xii ABBREVIATIONS OF T 


Leeds Mem. = “ Political Memoranda of Fra3 
ed. by Mr. O. Browning. 1884. 
Malmesbury Diaries = “ Diaries and Con 
Malmesbury.” 4 vols. 1844. 

Pare. Hist. = History of the Parliamenti 
continued in Hansard). 

Pellew = Life and Corresp. of the first 
Rev, C. Pellew. 3 vols. 1847. 

Pitt MSS. = Pitt MSS., preserved at H.M. I 
Pitt-Rutland Corresp. = “ Corresp. betwe 
Duke of Rutland.” 1890. 

Rose G., “ Diaries ”= “Diaries and Corres 

2 vols. i860. 

Rose, “Napoleon” = “Life of Napoleon,” bj 
Rutland P. = “ MSS. of the Duke of Rutla 

3 vols. 1894. 

Ruville William Pitt, Earl of Chatham,’ 
transl.). 3 vols. 1907. 

Sorel = “ L'Europe et la Revolution frangaise 
1889, 1897. 

Stanhope =“ Life of . . . William Pitt,” b 
3rd edition, 1867. 

Sybel= “Geschichte der Revolutionzeit” (i7< 

4 vols. 1867-9. 

ViVENOT = “ Quellen zur Geschichte der deut 
reichs . . .”von A. von Vivenot. 1873. 
WiTTiCHEN = “ Preussen und England in < 
1785-8,” von F. K. Wittichen. 1902. 
Wraxall = “ Memoirs of Sir N. W. Wraxi 


IN’TK(H)Ut'TK)N 


i7So-,5] 

hi(U‘j)riiih'nc r% and tnr ihr |mhHi*atiun of Ad.uu 
t ♦f Xat ion*./’ In 1 .aru vvnavrr, ( 'rta 

his " unilt* jrnny/‘ a vast iiupn*vrturnt tai thr ni 
wriy.ht and Har;;tt*avrs. 'Thr yrar 1785 witnt's* 
I )iauioiu! Ntn'klti c' '•a and.il, si* fatal to tlu' prrsti 
niMuatvhv, !»ut al -otla* [nilrntin;,^ tjf Watt's diHits 
i*ny.inr and i /u twriyju's " iiuwin* luian/’ In thr ] 
s*»iHidfal thn kntd! of thn tdd ia'drr of thiu|;s nt 
thrrr aiquMrc’d t!tr first nxamidr of thr uaulrrn i\ 
tuariiiiunv Irani: thru ihivni liy strain poWia’ 
\l thr tiawu id thr uiijr|i*rnth i rutiny* whrn 
nnaaanrnl hatl inr thr liinr oonr astray and \\h 
truiiujdr. of sf'icnua' ant! indtisfiy t untiiiurti prsn 
tioni/.r Inunan Hfr. In iHut, thr yrar »4’ thr irm 
h'ranrc'-, Williani Uadrliflr of .Sttn'kptal i^rratl 
cdlitiriH V of thr pourr Innui, and thrrrhy t hr, 
tUn tion of i hah. h‘iua!!y, thr visu' iH|.|inirht tu 
not h*i thr liisl ahdiiaiion of Napolron* I 

prairtul .ind uIimIIv iHmirliirnt triumph, (imj 

’’Xu j/' K itUn;,pvnt th iu^t « »mntivff*/ 

llir list uu;:ht lH'*r\|rndrd lai l^ryund tlir hir 
tiraird ill thr* usn-k, hut ruMUjdi ha'- h-rru said 
drinuMatn and industiial !•< .r« rs t h isrty syminu: 
sf't, and that %'dulr thr funnri wanrd thr kutri 1 
iiuur, ptovinr tn thr yrars ttir mu -4 

Jsni^h’.h ifirumrrs in rlltuls wlm h Ihtt and his h 
tu i Mty thnat|di in itir yrais Si* uU 

a*ti«m f*i nrw and putrnl fun rs had nrvrr h 
hisPuy u| man. tn truth siu .«nr hut a st iuli 4 
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beset him, and, as it were, feel our way a 
filaments which connect an individual wi1 
of his age. 

William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, died i: 
named after him, began his political ca 
year 1780, when he was elected Mer 
Appleby. The decade which then bega 
in British history. Then for the first tin 
life was shaken to its depths by forcei 
Democracy, Athene-like, sprang to mat 
and threatened the stability of thrones 
while this militant creed won its first tri 
of George III, it began also to colour 
the aspirations of the masses, especially 
if the troops of Washington had been va 
of thought would none the less have s 
barriers of class. The march of armies 
thought never. 

The speculations enshrined in the “Soci 
and the teachings of the Encyclopaedii 
was crude, or even false. Nevertheless 
such as no age ever had known, and non 
again. The course of the American 
and the foundation of a State based c 
principles proved that the new doctrii 
practical results. The young giant now 
earth. 

Side by side with this portent in th 
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I 7 K 0 -;, j 

llxii in thr yvAi'^ ^ tlun’t* was a uuivi'isal t*nii 

tninini «»! (U'ht aiul taKati<»u was unruihirablr. 
irSt Viitril tUr stmi »>t' 

Mfsui'*, ail iutacMsr* nt .{ Si.j.Mfnt (HI tlu' jut'\‘i»uui 

aini tlf*bt »»t' hf-laihl W('rr kt^[it tHitirrly 
thf’ riHl i<l thf* frutiuy. thi . Inink'n Irll U|i»»ii 

jHM’ .Mn s aiul iius^lvcsi a payinrut ah<»iit i 
aniMiiiii thru dmufsl ah^MliUf'ly t rii 

Hur twti iinpnrLtiil ta* t% .liquid hr irinrinlif'r 

thr iiivr^Unrut * «»l Hrili 4i ra]»ital iin^vra aM undt 
,ttr ii«»w rnuiiiiMtis, wnr^-apait lif»in tlu' lUiti-h 
Iiidir . {iiartit ally unn r\i>4cHit in thr yrar lylx 
Indn-'. thru an a!niu 4 srl! suiiik in|» unit linum i 
that tu»*driu inrtliuds ni laHaUun an* Irs*. 
luUmnun and Irss ImtdrnsMtnr lu thr taxp.r 
prrvahnit in that ihhi .1 irniilii' rra. ‘I'hr irvrii 
i Uulrd thr tuthaviui^ iinns ; t .‘, 4 Kt « m i fiii ' 

I.iittriy,’* /. ( itil' '"t’riiaiu dll j tinsels ' 

Fund/' ^ 4 1 Haul, t 'haUn.autl sr t»u. ( 
*4 tlu- if*'|ui'atr amMUiif was niisrfl hy in 
iUiW tir *MUsidr{rsi s«»und/' 

riir' .\alu»nal iJfht usr* thru nskMurji at /. i 
Uir annual uilrnrst» aurnnUtut; U* f i h air 
lUMfcMhaii nur l♦aulh #4 thr'"hh<atrd rsfiiuatf* 
I hr liindrn mI drht srrtnrd aj«|fa{hnp that j 
thr I'hsrr pri * rnh t*Mns»»ls '..ink tnun f«d in 
in X^vrinlnn. Hut ftnthfU’ hkwvs wrre* snnu 
Mmistrisal thr na!i‘ai's iicslil, and tlu' saiur 
Iwrrn and ulu'u Wiihain IhU hrtanir I'l 
Uri rmhri lhrduU‘»nst4 nati‘ and haiilu u 
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active part of his father’s career fell with 
the problems which confronted Chathc 
They therefore presented none of that c 
baffled the penetration and forethougl 
that, with a prophetic vision of the fut 
in thrilling words the invincibility of 
then his life-work was done; from his 
only warn, and vainly warn, the dwe 
His son was destined to enter that 
entered it when his people were burdei 
disgrace. 

What were the material resources of 
equal to the strain imposed by a disa 
resist the subtly warping influences o 
questions closely concern us in our p 
greatness of a statesman is not to be 
enumeration of his legislative, diplomat 
There is a truer method of valuation tl 
dupois. It consists in weighing his s 
difficulties. 

It is well, therefore, to remember that 
year 1780 was a small and poor peo{ 
merely with modern standards (a meth 
sent inquiry), but with the burdens wh 
population of England and Wales at 
puted a little over 7,800,000; that of Sc 
1,400,00a. That of Ireland is even less 
population in England and Wales d 
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of their fathers. Reason and reflection bade them 
policy of George III and the means whereby he si 
through to the bitter end. St. Stephen’s, Westm 
the slirine of the nation's liberties; it now, so 
threatened them with a slow and inglorious ext 
cnee to the laws had ever been the pride of the r 
that virtue might involve subservience to a con 
faction. 

Yet however great the provocations, liritons 
right these wrongs in their own way, and not a 
set at (deneva or Paris. In truth they had one \ 
denied to Continental reformers. At Paris refori 
sarily implied innovation; for, des[)itc the dicti 
the contrary, it is safe to say that tht^ relics of t 
tion of hVance ofTered no adecjuatc basis on whic 
her social and political fabric. In ICngland the foui 
walls were in good re[)air. The structure nccdc< 
.sion, not rebuilding. Moreover, British reformers 
and Inuiilion inclined towards tentative metho 
whtdesale schemes. ICveii in the dull years of (xe( 
lor a Refnnn of Ihirliainent was not wholly will 
and now, at the time of tlut American War, the 
drmand, which lusarly achievtsl succt*ss. In h 
jn’ogrammeof i>\Su satisiied llu* aspirations of ilv 
men, evtni in tile years 1791-4, when the exci 
h'reach Revolution, and the writings of Thomas 
populari/.ed the levelling thetu'ies then in vogue 

(‘erlainly, Indon* the outbreak of the hVench 
writin|»s of (Continental thinkers had little vogue 

'Thi* “ ( ‘tint rniM “ nf’ nnl wit 


6 


WILLIAM P 


while a wise use of the lessons of ad^ 
quished to a lease of healthier life. 

If we turn our gaze away from the n 
Britain to the institutions and sentimei 
will appear many bizarre contrasts ai 
At first sight the self-contained, unr( 
the Georgian era might appear to b( 
the triple strain of a serious national ( 
ing influences of the new democracy a 
The situation was indeed most alarmi: 
ment of an Empire ! ” wrote Horace Vv 
would that moment were come when 
of our ruins.’' In truth, had the majc 
dieted to morbidly introspective bro 
been undone. There are times when ; 
stolidity; and this characteristic alike 
which was responsible for the prolongs 
avert collapse at its close. The course 
that the brains of Englishmen were far 
facing the problems of the age then d 
were equal to the task of bearing the v 
thus were able to supply the materia! 
by the new manufacturing forces, couL 

Then again, British institutions offer 
firmness and adaptability which at n 
salvation of the race. Had they been c 
they must have cracked and fallen as 

flniH thnQP nf Af*hpnc: fhpv micrVit ha 
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Ixulc fair to make the House of ('ommons the m 
cvf the royal will. 'The Kiu^^’s iutlucnce, im[>airec 
the disasters of tlu‘ Amt'riean War, asst'rted itsc 
tinu* of the* Lord (ieori',(* (iordtni Riots iu June i; 
break of hijjotr}' and rast:a!it\' for a lime paral; 
both Ministers and inai»;istraU:s ; l>ut while all aroni 
Ch'onu* III l\eUl firnt and (a>mptdled the. aulli 
'The ritits wtrrt* (luelled, but nf)t htifore himdrtt 
<lesperatl(H*s ha<l pmashed in the (lames whie.h tlu 
'Thtrst* who saw lar^je parts of London ablaze f 
fta'lini^ <»f h(»rror at all [jopular nu»vements, aiv 
(reorife HI as the: saviour of soeiely. 'I'lns it was 
enabksl him to retain his innuenee scarcely inipaii 
disasitu’s of the American War. 'fhe monarcl 
finnl)* rooteal than at any time* since the o 

Jacedutism survivetl amou|»’ a few antiejuated 1 
Johnson, as a pious btdief ora fashitmabh' affect;! 
in the ytsir tl\e h*xico|n*a[)her, aflt'r nsienvinp; 

(tts»r|fe* III, avowssl to Ihcavedl that the pleasure: 
House <)f Ilanovcu* anei td' drinkinp; Kinii; Janu 
atnply tiVfM’balantasi by an iniHutU' of three inuulr 
As a siyn of the* nsality of the* rei)'al powen*, we 
pitidic affairs we*re ne*;uiyat a stand still at the tin 
ofticMir^fc* nifNovfunber tt) h\d)rnar)^ 
h'ort'ien ()fiu*e dc^spatedn S{*nt to tlu^ Hritish 
Bt:rlin at a eaatiesd time in our diplomatie* redalie 
Pitt and tiu* iMU’eayn St*rretury, the* Mnrcinis e 
t't jusidercti themsedves the Kiny‘s Secretaries 
unable* ttj move* until the royal will was knenvn; 
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loyalty to the throne and to the dynast 
among all classes. As Burke finely s 
accession of George III, “they chang 
served their idolatry.’' The personali' 
as to help on this transformation. A 
English squire, set off by charm of rr 
speech,^ none too common in that clai 
who remembered the outlandish ways 
Furthermore, his morals were distin 
theirs, as was seen at the time of his 
the wiles strewn in his path by seven 
a frankness worthy of the Restoratio 
straightforwardness, and his love of c( 
endeared him both to the masses of tl 
select circles which began to learn fi 
Rousseau and the charms of butter m 
princess of the House of Mecklenbur 
against vice and extravagance, but ir 
which won few to the cause of virtue, 
to be alluring. Idle tongues wagged s 
sought to encourage the wearing of dr 
rather than those of ever-fashionable 
prohibited the wearing of ostrich feat! 

The reader will fail to understand tl: 
and the difficulties often besetting Pi1 
that George III not only reigned but g 
with the Whig factions left him victo 
the shortsightedness of the elder Pitt : 
breaking up their power. Both of the 
the supremacy of the old Whig families 
profited by the efforts of the Earl of ( 
seen in the twelve years of almost pers 
which Lord North and the well-fed pha 
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1791 the ptipulacc of Manclu*ster anc 
exultcnl in a constitution which left them 
in Purliauuait. It was in the i\atiu’e (jf 
OUl Sariun, Chittun, ami C'aslle Risinij; ^ 
hers; the choice (»r the 'Tmlor Soverc 
liamlets or villa^jes as test 'places for a 
uatiiai, ami tiu' mition act[uiesc(ni, hec; 
Hinninpjmn^ Leetls, and Shefiield tuu 
they Wiiuld prulnihly have sent up ctamti 
ly[a% and after a far p.reattn' output of 
tlte will of tht‘ nation is ahmea tahirely 
injustice in seleiainij representative's by 
then in use. 

Stismy, in their CiUitrol tif harliame! 
hem in the throne by meshes oi inihu' 
the masterful and peutinaciom. (Itsune 
Imsik, d'hedr cirtde was small True, the; 
of lytn tn limit tlu' number of' creatiosi 
InU jeahutvy had altttust the tuisr ot‘ 
tieorip* III dri lininp to etuiter a thiked 
the h|oH»l and Tilt im utred llu' tlisph* 
‘remple, bra aust* he taihsl to bemd the n 
Tfie neod id tautiim in respfs t to tlu* » 
itderusl froui the' Fitt Iktprr .. no sma 
rt'quesis itij the.e Uonouis, Pitt lue* li 
lavish nsr of this |n>vrrBunrntal dendt c% 
peeraoe-, in the year . tyHj tKnf. I ha\ 
tinu hr Used it reluctamlv. In tlu' Fill 
whie h the statesman wrote' trhisini; requ 
matter, as also with reeaid to nlaces ami 
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which, being once more formed, will of i 
Constitution to its usual energy and effec 

Ewart and our other ambassadoi 
mark time as energetically as might 
to them until after 17th February 17; 
recover. 

At ordinary times, then, the King's 
as essential to the working of the Gc 
plains the eager interest, even of me 
Regency disputes of 1788-9. In trt 
central fact of the nation's life; and 
from the personal popularity of Ge 
edifice had a solidity unknown in the 

Montesquieu praised the Englist 
without undue friction a balance of f 
and Commons. This judgment (penr 
though the royal authority had in 
creased. But the power of the nobles 
largely controlled the House of Comn 
the election of 1 1 Members in the I 
the whole country 71 Peers were abh 
secure the election of, 88 commoner' 
fluenced the return of 72 more. If 
whether titled on untitled, it appears 
nominate 487 members out of the 65 
Commons. 

In these days, when the thought : 
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Private. 

Grosvenor Square, Nov. 

My dear Sir, 

I FEAR it will not be in ray power to return to Hollw 
by which I shall be prevented from so soon troubling yo 
with the only subject I do not like to converse with you upo 
ing for Preferment. But my anxiety for my friend Jackson, 
standing that the Bishopric of Chester is not yet given away, ^ 
plead my excuse to you for asking it for him, and perhaps y< 
give me adding that from local circumstances that preferr 
hands would be particularly agreeable to me, on account of 
of my northern property being situated in the Diocese of Ch 
assure you that a compliance with this request would mak 
happy. 

Believe me, 
Carivj 

Reverting to matters which are purely secular, we 
that in the year 1783, at the time of Pittas assumption 
the number of English peers was comparatively sms 
about 240, and of these 15, being Roman Catholics, 
sit in Parliament." 

This select aristocracy was preserved from some of 
evils incident to its station by healthful contact with 
affairs. The reversion of its younger sons to the ran 
moners prevented the formation of the huge caste 
often very poor but always intensely proud, which cr 
the surface of society in Continental lands ; and again, tl 
of commoners (generally the ablest governors, soldiers 
yers of the age) preserved the Order from intellectual 
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Shallows of Pitt’s time did not fulfil these manifold d 
systematically ; for that would be alien to the haphj 
of the squires and far beyond their talents. Local 
slumbered as much as it worked; and just as the 
prefer the fitful barbarities of the Turks to the ev 
pressure of the Russian bureaucracy, so the villagers of C 
reign may have have been no more oppressed than thos 
and Italy are by a system fruitful in good works a 
officials and taxes. On this point it is impossible to 
for the Georgian peasantry was dumb until the years a 
loo, when Cobbett began to voice its feelings. 

The use of the term despotism ” for the rule of th 
no exaggeration. They were despots in their ow; 
Appeals against the rulings of the local magistrates v 
costly and generally futile. It was rare to find legal 
their side; and the unaided wits of local landowners 
all the lesser crimes (many of them punishable with d 
assizes) and the varied needs of the district. With tht 
the peace it lay to nominate the guardians of the 
visitors,” who supervised the relief of the poor in the 
of parishes resulting from Gilbert’s Act of 1782. The 
the Draconian game-laws was entirely in their hand 
too, in days when the right of sporting with firearms ’ 
to owners of land worth ;£'ioo a year. Finally, lest tl 
be any community of sentiment between the bene 
dock, at the oft-recurring trials for poaching, the san 
money test was applied to all applicants for the hon 
of magistrate. The country gentlemen ruled the paris 
virtually ruled the nation.^ The fact was proclaimed 
acteristic insolence by the Lord Justice Clerk, Macque^ 
field, in his address to the jury at the close of the trial 
Muir for sedition, at Edinburgh in August 1793: “ 
ment in every country should be just like a Corpoi 
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this respect the British aristocracy ran so: 
It is true that its members took an active 
Their work in the House of Lords was prc 
there, if less exciting than those of the < 
experience, wisdom, dignity, and self-res 
lacking in the Lower House. The noblef 
in the executive duties of the State. Not 
younger sons fill most of the public office 
and often thankless, diplomatic posts, but 
counties and on their estates, as lords- 
magistrates. The days had not yet coi 
from the terrors of the English winter. I 
spent the parliamentary vacations at the 
in the duties and sports which from imn 
our folk into a compact and sturdy who! 
whether the pleasures of command did 
perils and fatigues. Apart from the de 
higher honours, there were hosts of cc 
sinecures to excite cupidity and encoui 
after emoluments and pleasure became ke 
glorious peace of 1763, and a perusal of 
any statesman of the following age must £ 
public life was less corrupt than at the ti 
Then, again, in the making and workir 
of the nobles and gentry were dangerous!] 
eighteenth century those classes strengtt 
Parliament and on the counties and p; 
1711 no definite property qualification w 
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the country in *»' .w'S!” Scott 
cannot be removed. The bcott 

Highlands, still claimed extensive 
several of them made patriotic u. 
regiments during the great war w 
afterwards Lord Lynedoch, is the 
feudal influence.” 

In many districts the squires rec 
support from “nabobs.” ^ose de 

homewards of Indian officials, fo 
plunder. They became an appreci 
of expense so long as they could ( 
higher gentry, they adopted the 
their betters; so that many a co 
their greed and ostentation, 
victims of their land-hunger; wl 
Grose in his Olio of the year 179: 
feverish race for display. As t 
against the influx of Syrian ways 
might Johnson have thundered s 
profusion of the Orient with tl: 
English life. 

For the most part, however, tt 
that marks our race. Certainly 
signs of the advent of commer 
The distinctions of rank in Eng 
a German, who was accustomed 
verian and Rhenish Courts. Cc 
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Moritz, as it surprises us when we rfuneuiher that 
close of a ruin^uis war. In the tliinl visir of the 
nu*reurial Ilorata* W'alpole tii'iihned tht' uni\*er^a 
{lt!elareil that wlu^n he sat in his ''blue* wimhav/* 1 
out of ten tjf tiie lordly t hariots tliat uscsl to roll ! 
in the sewnth yestr, when the half of l*auo|ir ha 
lists aitainst tin' Island Ptnvrr, the Tnis-aan 
Init abluence anti heard nothiinj that dit! not %avti 
tinned anti stunetimes boastitd patrioitiMu. At 
tibM'rveti that everyone' wore nilk storkiniy., aiul In 
that even jnH»r iM'oplr when they visitet! that abod< 
dressed so as to Ci^py the preat, and always hin 
onier to draw up in state at the rnirancf'd 

Ranelaph and Vaiu^^hall, ws' may note in passiip 
the eonfmrs of the I.ondou of tjHo. 'The t'ity o 
was lutt shnvly rneosu liinp on ‘rothill Fields; an 
House, staiulinp t»n the Mir of the presfuit Hui Im 
eonunantird an unints'’nupfed \-irw we*.? wards ovrj 
market pardrus sprrathnp ‘ nti towards the little vdL 
(hi the south of the rinuiK-s ihrtf* was a uwtf- In 
from the eonfmrs of oaaHhw.uk to tin- Aohladi 
J.amiH'lh; and revellris o-lununp horn Wiushai 
river or roatl^ were not seldom ss»hriet| by* vi ■-$!'. i 
or the even more dreaded Mohawks, F’uilhrr alie 
w‘as completrly iuia!. Toates^ F*o\'s semet.uv, 
siatrsm.in as Itvinp amidst bowei-. vtnal with 
St. Ami's liilk Wandswojth, and ihit, in Ins visi 
force **r Ihmdas at \\ smtdrdon, would pfobatdy pr 
of housr-s flrUvrrn I'lirlsea and ihr hlllr t»ld W f *»• 
Rutnrv, ‘That vtllaer and Wdmbled^ar s!o-i»d in ihr 
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the hereditary foe. Is it surprising th 
all his efforts in 1786 to bring about ; 
basis of the common interests of the b 

To revert to our theme: the friv< 
Mayfair, which figure so largely in th( 
period, probably filled a smaller spac( 
than we are apt to infer from those soi 
eye for the homely as well as the cour 
good qualities which kept the framew 
remarked that in London, outside the 
were plain and domestic, the people g€ 
o’clock, and worked hard.^ His tour 0 
lands also gave him the impression 
well-balanced prosperity. He was ever 
it being assumed that a pedestrian mu 
be little doubt that even at the end c 
land was far more prosperous than an 
Germany. 

The wealth of the proud islanders w 
than at the chief pleasure resorts of ] 
Ranelagh. These gardens and promi 
greatly, and he pronounced the scene a 
the most brilliant which he had ever v 
change of faces, the far greater numbei 
beautiful, together with the illuminatio 
splendour of the place, with the contii 
makes an inconceivably delightful im 
curiosity of the Prussian pastor, we ca 
the p-av thronp*. and discern the orince 
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For thr present, however, one* in Fnejaml t 
snch lininije. 'VUr spirit of tlu* iuUit»n, lar irouj 
the* jpowinij; hnohnis eif tiu* Aineriian War. M*e 
Senisitive /.Y/e/^nVr^r.v like lloraie WMtl|i'»h* nhijht 
twin of the Fuipire; Whliiain 1‘iit miejn tim Lii 
wiekeehu'ss with all lus !alhrs*s Vf’liemr-m e ; hut 
thet most part plotielrtl tio.^j^edly on in the t*!ii pat 
litiit* tif ret'orin, except in so far as it concerneri 
eif sineenn's aiul pm-. ions. In t'onniv 

were touiulrii in ui4rr to po'ss on the cause ot 
refonn*'; Intt nue.t tif tlnnu expiieni hy the* year t 
thought anil in t u-4onis Fnekuui sernusl to Ih* ii 
servativr. 

I'he reasons, other titan r'acial anti uinialie, toj 
tirttripan Fn^land wou!«i serin to hf* lljr-.e. An 
rtitliusiasiii, whrlhri in poUij* ■. ur rrlt;»iMn. ha»i hr 
flanit^n'ous I'ver snn r tin- vsepui^'s (4 ihr' lli^h i 1 
the renen oi s\nnr ha*! iiuprulfn! thr hsMtraant o* 
lar int»» the »o'uttuy, e-'p^s nyh/ ainn the anventu 
Trine e c'harle',“ a!l Irainnes tM;v4ts!s losuant e u'«n 
a ielks tioii MU t!ir sate alul ‘v.fiu! iIots\r.a Iluinsu 
was tie' inst ^4 pohte. al vsilur'., aiel eoniuc^n senr 
jn*!|'e ot t srrjihi alM-l » ' aiJu* !. 

IsM'f’rnal r%-rnts a!s'« lav>anr»i the Itiuinph »»t 
pkiM-, uliiAi is s*» ohvioiis nj the ttrijj.p.m iilrs.ii 
Ifs iinr. ‘The tail of ?he au«l ihr nnln^ne r o| i! 
wrtr no ion_^p-f nc.pn atc'-ne* sinehly thirds. 1 
ventUfe was past, 4n4 tin* dav o| otnpany pionn» 
raniefs Inn! InSlv »!a;vnr4,. i » ainneu *4 an ahn» 
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in the northern suburbs opened u] 
completed in 1761. On the east, 
chapel, though houses straggled on 1 
The amount of the road-borne traffic 
the fact that the Metropolis possessed 
Bridge, Westminster Bridge, and B 1 
till the year 1763 did the City Fathe 
standing on London Bridge which 1 
two carts to pass. Already, howeve 
along the chief roads out of Londo 
of September 1754 is a pleasingly it 
end visit to the villa of a London 1 
desolate fields near Kennington Co: 
of which one had a view of criminals 
St. Paul’s cupola enveloped in smoke. 

Nevertheless, the Englishman’s lov 
drive Londoners out to the dull 1 
Elephant and Castle, or beyond Ty 
thus, in the closing years of the centu 
of interests (city versus suburbs) wh 
social life of the metropolis. A fur 
waning in popularity of Vauxhall a 
social clubs in general. These last h 
able relief to the monotony of a stay-c 
club became less necessary when th( 
river or at Marybone,'^ and when the 
on horseback every day in passing f 
Another cause for the decline of club 
less to be found in the distress car 
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and harbours. Its results were see 
the nation, and in the lowering ol 
human life, which in its turn enable 
especially after the scare of 1745, to 
until more than 160 crimes were pi 

The barbarities of the law and 1 
finally led to protests in the nan: 
These came in the first instance f 
But the philanthropic movement d; 
was fed by the evangelical revival. 
Wilberforce (the ablest champion of 
the reformer of prisons, were livi 
which exists between spiritual fer\! 
the foundation, in the year 1787, o 
of the Slave Trade^ the philanthrop 
of self-denying effort, which for son 
support from Pitt. Other signs of 
wanting. In 1772 Lord Chief Justin 
slaves brought to the United Kingdi 
which dealt the death-blow to si; 
In 1773 John Howard began his 
of gaols; and seven years later i 
by Robert Raikes. The protests 
B unbury against the pillory, the e 
to prevent the disgraceful overci 
the crusade of Romilly against 
code are also a tribute to the g 
kindliness. 

These ennobling efforts, however^ 

• _ * _ 1 ^ j _ 
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lutich <»n a jui;" uf barley water. Sttjric'% tu thi^i c'l'fr 
“ furauT Kiny, tic*ory,t*’' to the yiaiu, wlmlr -tanr tolls 
viiu:c*s in whom lay tlu* ‘4rcu;.;th ot Knylaial; but t 
no re*i[Jon’avr Ici'liny in taanlici * aiu! nobU*,^ \vh‘ 
^,uch haUtai tair a% ‘*1 arcoSy luuaan» < ratainly not iv^ 
riut brha%“ionr it| tlu' Ibisn o itf Walr hMWfWa-i 

brinit matter^ bat'k to tbr Icvt*! tirkne*! *4 ihr ( 

ta’yii"* o| i’ar'll<*n IbaiM'* uta«' not bf'.tia!; ai 

ionablr %nciriy Im hai'c '4ificre*t no t|ualtn-* 

that the jiiiiMT' W4'* uiou' than taite \avrit tnuu mi 
jiruiujit innoval <4' rn'‘Watlnny ‘alk--.' Ihunri^ hi 
lonyefi and tUMie lu\mnni%, b'.KyenraH ril rnner.wrj 
«T*nhl m knu thr^ ban»|nr!^ nut by ihr iuun!Ha' %4 yl 
t»«4ilr%. Iir4ra«l ot tiyarini:; »c- an HH Ssb-n! in ihr i 
da;^% tliiinrr }*r-t ann^ it-* thina\. \Vr hial Ibna^r 
Frbruasy tyyy i ojuphunm.;; llsat if ab’i.feabr4 the U 
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of the potations. The phrase, “ a port wi 
the close of the nineteenth century as 
crusted veterans of a bygone age, whosi 
second bottle, and became drivel only at 
relates how a reverend Silenus, a Doctor 
was once discovered in the small hours fee 
by the delusive help of the railings ei 
Library, and making lay remarks as to 
the journey.^ Where doctors led the way, i 
the example; and the customs of Cam 
advice of physicians, served to ingrain i 
wine which helped to shorten his life. 

But the Universities only reflected the < 
“ drunk as a lord ” had become a phrase, 
it was usual to set about tippling in a n 
times, at the different stages of the prog 
sions were recorded in a quaintly introsp 
Master of the Rolls in Ireland, when joc 
by the Prince of Wales to advise him abi 
the witty and wise reply : Faith, your Rc 
drunk enough yet to give advice to a 
marrying.”^ The saying recalls to mind 
training and selecting diplomatists and 
to ply the aspirants hard and then notic 
secrets when under the table. 

Fortunately, amidst the Bacchic orgies 
of George III stood steadfast for sobriety 
of Queen Charlotte were simple and he 
deeply impressed by the miserable end o; 


the House of Commons. Personal feelings rather than f 
convictions seem to have determined their conduct; for 
was not reviled a few years later when he went over to the 
side. Meanwhile the Gordon Riots had shown the Londoi 
lace in another light As for the County Reform Asso' 
of the years 1780-4, they had very little hold upon th 
towns, except in Yorkshire; and there the movement t 
to the exceptionally bad representation and to the suj 
the great Whig landlords. The experience of those ( 
proves that political action which arises out of temporar} 
(especially of a material kind) will lead to little result. 

That mercurial and ill-educated populace seems t 
shaken off its political indifference only at the time of a 
election. Moritz describes the tumultuous joy with whic 
doners took part in the election of the year 1782. The 
carters and draymen eagerly listening to the candidate: 
hustings; their shouts for a speech from Fox; the close 
which even the poorest seemed to feel in their country’s 
made a deep impression on Moritz, who found the sight f 
exhilarating than that of reviews on the parade ground a1 
His mental comparison of Londoners with the Roman: 
time of Coriolanus was, however, cut short when he S£ 
rampant spirit of liberty and the wild impatience of a : 
English mob.” At the end of the proceedings the assem 
down the hustings, smashed the benches and chairs, and 
the fragments about with them as signs of triumph.^ R 
and Marat, who saw something of English life during th 
in this country, declared that Britons were free only dr 
election ; and the former averred that the use which the 
of “ the brief moments of freedom renders the loss of libe 
deserved.” “ Certainly their elections were times of wild 
and the authorities seem to have acquiesced in the car 
tending to promote a dull, if not penitential, obedience 
sequel. Not without reason, then, did Horace Walpole e 
at the close of the American War — “War is a tragedy 
politics but a farce.” 
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This chapter would extend t( 
account were given of what was, 
vice of the age. Gambling has 
tured, reckless and ostentatious 
mental resources within themseh 
sion in the vagaries of chance, 
vice of the savage Teutons whoi 
and certainly none of their desc 
Englishmen of the Georgian era. 
face against the evil. The murmi 
he forbade gambling at Court on 
“ twelfth-night.” The courtiers th 
furiously on them, until they too 
palaces, even on that merry festi^ 
of Wales neutralized his father^s 
ceeded in contracting debts to 
they were considerately paid by 
ponent of George III, Charles 
Prince of Wales in zeal. At an a 
have lost 12,000; and, putting j 
ively ;!£'i 2 ,ooo and ;^i 1,000 more 
Pitt, plunged into play for a brief 
strong a hold over him, resolutely 
meshes. Thereafter that genial v 
moral of their early careers by < 
dustrious and idle apprentices of 

The mention of Hogarth awak 
his self-satisfied age. One begin: 
ner of life of those coarse thicksel 
of his realistic canvases. Were I 
really given over to Bacchic orgi 
of flesh-restoring torpor? What \ 



28 


WILLIi^ 


society where war and waste se 
Yet he should remember that i 
tional which is chronicled, whil( 
being taken for granted, find 
naemoirs, or histories. We rea( 
American War the sum of ; 
National Debt, the interest on \ 
to ;£'9,669,435,^ But do we inc 
great difficulty raised a reveni 
bear this load and the far heavi 
and Napoleonic Wars? The p 
remember that British industry 
expansive phase. The conditic 
with that of a sturdy oak whicl 
away and its foliage blighted b 
the soil deep down, the sap of 
verdure, and in a few years tl 
shapely and imposing as ever. 
Her astonishingly quick recove 
exertions of the great man wl 
forth. But one man can do littl 
many to fruitful issues; and 1 
first decade of his supremacy ; 
nation's roots with a new and f 
Below the surface of the nati 
intrigues, there lay another v 
Watt and Trevithick, of Hargr 
were slowly taking shape in ac 
of the future. Already its stre 
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the textile industries enhanced not only the wealth of t 
but also the prosperity of the working classes in distri 
had been the poorest and most backward. 

Limits of space preclude any reference to the 1 
wrought in the iron industry when coal and coke begs 
the place of wood in the smelting of that metal. It mi 
to say that, whereas the English iron industry had s 
danger of extinction, it now made giant strides ahead, 
the first iron bridge was erected at Coalbrookdale, 
Severn. Six years later Cort of Gosport obtained a ] 
converting pig-iron into malleable-iron by a new £ 
ditious process;^ and in 1790 the use of steam-engir 
blast furnaces trebled their efificiency. This and the for 
ence to the steam-engine will suffice to remind the rea 
enormous developments opened up in all manufactures 
skill and patience of Watt transformed a scientific to 
most important generator of power hitherto used by m 

Thus, in the closing years of the eighteenth cent 
much despised century, which really produced nearly al 
inventions that the over-praised nineteenth century was 
develop — the Industrial Revolution entered on its secc 
The magnets which thenceforth irresistibly attracted 
and therefore population, were coal and iron. Accor 
Great Britain had abundance of these minerals in c] 
imity, she was able in a very short space of time to be 
workshop of the world. The Eldorado dreamt of by the 
of Columbus was at last found in the Midlands and r 
of the north of England. For the present, the discover 
no curse with it. While multiplying man's powers, it a 



[ 


30 WILLIA 

spinning machinery which came 
1770. 

This fact is emphasized in a 
shire village drawn by one wl 
momentous developments. Will 
sperity which they brought to the 
formed the bulk of the populatio 
about fourteen miles north of 
1788 to 1803 the golden age of 
house in the village was fitted as 
of each family averaged from 8 
shillings a week/ This account 
be a large manufacturer at Stc 
but there can be no doubt that 
North of England provided the 
the country speedily to rise witl 
time when friends and enemies 
Some idea of the magnitude of 
be gained from the official retu 
goods exported from Great Brit 
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veterate enemy; and in the brightest years of his 
seemed about to inaugurate the golden age foretol 
Illuminati. As by contact with Adam Smith he marcl 
head of the new and peaceful commercialism, so too th 
friendship with Wilberforce he felt the throb of the phil 
movements of his times. 

For the new stirrings of life in the spheres of religioi 
literature, Pitt felt no deep concern. Like his fathei 
that great genius of the South who wrecked his caree 
“ a political being,” In truth, the circumstances of the t 
polled him to concentrate all his energies on public ; 
was his lot to steer the ship of state through twenty of 
critical years of its chequered voyage. Taking the 1 
time of distress, he guided the bark into calmer wate 
he himself did not live on to weather a storm more j 
and awful than that from which he at first saved his p 
even in the vortex of the Napoleonic cyclone he was to 
dauntless bearing, the firm faith in the cause of ordered 
the unshaken belief in the destinies of his race, whic 
the son of Chatham and the typical Englishman of the 
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South also advanced in wealth 
rotation of crops, deep ploughing, : 
soil altered the conditions of life, 
way. Arthur Young, in his “Trav 
tires of praising the intelligence a: 
owners, whereas in France his co 
seigneurs skip.” In the main, no 
was just. Landlords in England v 
reform. In France they were clogs 
here were not all for good. Th 
communal and almost torpid life 
the claims of the new age; and, ai 
injustice to the poor, individual i 
farming became the order of the < 
especially in the form of mail-c 
result of the Wilkes affair) — thes 
the years 1770-84 heralded the d 
be more earnest, more enlighten 
complex. The times evidently 1 
holding to all that was best in the 
claims of the coming era. Such a 
In many respects he summed Uj 
of the closing decades of the centi 
of his father reflected all that was 
in the middle of the Georgian era. 
land to heights of splendour neve 
helped to retrieve the disasters bn 
disregarded the warnings of his fat 
father and of son there was a state 
mortals, but the younger man cei 
touch with the progressive tenden 
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I am glad that I am not the eldest son, 
in the House of Commons like papa, — P it 

C HAMPIONS of the customs < 
been disquieted by observing 
endowments of the parents were wi 
and showered upon his younger 1 
Chatham was a second son, and fou 
in Henry Fox, Lord Holland, also a 
coincidence the extraordinary talents 
them in their turn to the head of 
engaged them in the longest duel 
ment record. And when the ascei 
Younger appeared to be unshakat 
tered by the genius of the second su 
de Buonaparte. 

The future defender of Great Br 
I7S9, just ten years before the great 
less than the time of his birth, seeme 
of the Earl of Chatham, he saw the 
brilliant victories of Rodney, Bos 
lessened the French navy by sixt 
secured Canada for Britain. The al 
the father felt for the second son, “ 1 
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we find it domiciled at or near Blandforc 
produced one poet of quite average ah 
(1699-1748)5 whose translation of Virgil h 
love of adventure and romance, so often 
families, had already been seen in Thom, 
worked his way to the front in India desp 
Company, became Governor of Madras, ; 
very questionable transactions/ His grec 
was the purchase of the famous diamoi 
sold to the Regent of France for nearlj 
purchase. He married a lady who traced 
son of James V of Scotland; and to 
adventurer with the scion of a chivalro 
refer the will-power and the mental endc 
brightly in their grandson, the first Earl 
On his mother's side the younger Pi' 
guished descent. Her maiden name wa 
she was the daughter of Richard Grenvil 
Temple. The appended table will show 
and Grenville families: 

Richard Grenville m. Hester (Coi 

I 1 

Richard Grenville George Grenville 
(Earl Temple), (1711- (1712-70) (m. Elizabeth 

79). Wyndham). 


George Grenvillf: (2nd William 
Earl Temple, and Marquis Grenvi; 
of Buckingham^ d. 181^. Grenvillel 
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1795 she describes herself as 

S to wish the wind to si 

f f "““tncy t 

Sind. We6ndWilberfo« 
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In appearance he certain y 
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in the 3H)an^cr Pitt a harmony of the faculties, in 
father was lackini^. 

There is ample proof of the devotion with which Pi 
liis [larcnts. Uis letters to tlieiu were and 1 

while he addresset] Chatham in the stiltetl terms 
ICarl himself affected, he wrote to his mother in a 
direct style' that tells of complete sympath}'. In 
youthful letters to her he apolo|.p/,ed humbly for 
ac'l of imUttmtitui ; and in lattn* years the bus^^ ] 
ister often bempal her forp;iveuu?ss f<u' his Inntt silo 
lettcn*s to his motlier have survived, and prove 
ness of his love, (dearly also he valutal her advice 
crisis tjf the early part of 17S3 he asked her o|)inion 
no he should take ofllce as Prime Minister/ Inn* lh( 
llu* h'ttca*s contain litth' imu*e than refcrtnices to pri 
which prove the warmth tT his fainil)' h^clinjts; hut 
tsspccially in the laUn* ycsirs when the ovtuavorktui P 
ter could rarely visit his mother at lun* home, Ihirton 
Sonu’rset, he |;ivess reastms for hopiu|f that tht' protp 
sures throuith Parliament, or tlut state of the iu'|',ot 
l‘‘ranee duriu|^ the Revolutionary war, would permit 
hrv a visit, Idle letters bear toiudunif wiltu'ss tt»lhe 
of spirit whieh Inujyed him Ufj; hut somt'liau's tin 
tdfjudetl liy disa[)ptnutmcmts in tlu* political splun’e, 
all the kemutr lansiuse they held him to his p!»st an 
the? lonipshfor stay di Hurt on Pynsent in Aui jusl tjr ai 
In such t:ascss Lady Cdiatham's replif'S are restraiuet 
iitsl. 1 shall stunetimes draw on tliif. eorrespondmici 
wliere it rt'veals Pitt's ht»pes ft»r the work of the se? 
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graces of f'hatham, could not .satisfy the impcrioi: 
the father, with the n^sult that William retxuved at 
(jf utlniiratinn. Ih' was the wonderful hi»yJ’ John 
for the arnu^ with results no less unfortunate for 1 
a similar choice pnived ullimaiely tt) he tor h'raiu 
of JorR'ph ilouapartt*, Well \vi»uld it have hetni fo 
Rininitiin had John Ihtt allowed the glorious nanr 
Iti sink ti) condortable meditnaaty on tlu' (siten 
Hayes or Burton Bvuisent, and never to he associ; 
Isle of Waleheren, His ia»lleagues in the C'ahi 
respect his jitdgerntsd as that of a safe man; hut, 
will show, tu' was utterly lacking in eiuuy^y and 
inspiring iithers. 

Williatn, having alerttiess t)f miucl ami hrighlnt 
was designetl for Parliament. Dr rather, this was 
the agr* cjf seven, h\ May tyhfi, on hearing that I 
raised to tlu' Pcs^rag.e, hr lohi his tutor, the Rvw 
stag ii^ all seritniMif's (liat he wa*. |'la<l he* was ii 
son, hut that he could server his country in the* IP 
moie. like’ his fcgsi/ ‘Phe words liave ohen hc^' 
even hy h.arl Statdtope, tlu* Ijov hrinit reported 
want to sprsdv in the I Itui\e of t ‘untmnns like* papa.' 
wheat loaee’tly citrsl, are r<Mnark,d>lc*, not for thi 
htU for a grave* .uul prentalure sense t»! rt*sponsi 
sluav the stretigth of tluit patriotic instirtet wlniii i 
actitin of his career, spurring liitu oitto his c-arly stud 
complex aful entshini: duties of his j'otuh ami ma 
soimd the keymae of his {haraei«*r and enafde tis 
notit»n of the strcatgjh of that Hie hmi* desire to s<* 

*t'LL c;.. ew..* .,1^0 ..a n 
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of Chatham will dare to assert that the i 
armies of Louis XV were foes as redoub 
siastic hosts called into being and marsh: 
Revolution and Napoleon. 

Nevertheless, there is one of these fal 
which deserves a brief notice. Lady Chath 
by one of her grandchildren which was th 
of Chatham or Mr. Pitt, replied: “Your 
doubt.^’^ The answer is remarkable. No 
times has been blessed with such prodig: 
talent both in husband and son; and we, 
the inner forces of the two periods which si 
may perhaps be inclined to ascribe her vei 
of the early memories of the wife even ove 
maternal pride. Explain it as we may, he 
tainly a signal instance of self-effacement; 
prudence, and consistency whereby Pitt r 
her rightful place in the years 1783-93 v 
which he derived from her. 

It has often been remarked that great mer 
the^mother’s nature than to that of the father; 
dowered his second son with the qualities tf 
lity, display, and domination, his mother ce 
him forethought, steadiness of purpose, ar 
that endeared him to a select circle of frien( 
might suggest a parallel between Pitt and 
N apoleon, who owed to his father characteris 
named above, but received from his mother 1 
of mind and body which made him so terrib 
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cxprcHsicui <3f their thuuj^hts in tUipufunl uiul class 
The ease with whit'h, tnnn the time of liis first e 
I'arliameiit, I’itt wiehleti the mauih^tl resources o 
may he ascriheil partly to her<‘ililary imiiin 
tiail}' eunverse with one nj the |jr<Mtc'st ul orattu's, 
ham’s habit read with his favniirite sun passa* 
Bible ta* from snmc' other ipeat tiassii*, \Vt* also kn 
uf the Isaii’s private memoranda that lu* made it a 
to crlotlu* Ids thoU|thts in well chosiai vvi»rds/ hide 
talked but always c'onver’aal. We nuiy la* sure, ih 
the lighter eflbrtscd'the statesman must have betm 1 
uiic'e an inspiration to preat detsis, a uu’lotlituis d 
lesson in rhetoric. What \'ttuth po ^^rssed tif itenit 
have hail hi^ tac tdlies Inat ed by learuini; Isuidhdi 
by vievvint; mankind thnuipji sm h a hms? 
rius edm ation at h* ane probably rxj»lains om* eif i 
i'harat tri istii namely, hi** intem-r* hopetulness. Bi 
thi' best author%, iudnird with the hi;;he-4 pi incipk’s 
all knowlrditr of the srsunv siiit' of Utr, lu' t hrrished 
hrlud in tlie trium|ih o| those aims whit h lie t(dt to 
trues ‘fins is .m invaluable'' fai ult)' ; but it nertls ti 
liy a«s{uain!ame with the t ondut t tij tln^ aisnapa* m 
rxperiem r I'itt si aoety ever eainr'd r\t I'pt h}* 
(iroiip' ‘rrevelyau has irmarkn! that the t omparat 
of Macaulay in ytaiih hsl to his hahitual ovmsf'st 
knowlrdin^ usitally possessed hy men, tVitainly 
creation id that sinipdar tlrpnent, *’ Mat aulay’s sell 
similar remaik pnsliably Intltls true of thet|Uality ttl 
fiotetj abovfs Ikutly. n«» thniht, his ht»prtulnf*ss was 
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short and thin and weighed 
Observers, however, agree that hi 
weakness; and to this character 
will, we may attribute his strugj 
career to the age of forty-sever 
proof of the victory which mi 
matter. 

Very naturally, his parents d 
home rather than at a public s( 
formed the most unfavourable i 
system and summed it up in hi 
had “ scarce observed a boy who 
that a public school might suit 
disposition, but would not do wli 

The tutor chosen for this purpo 
of Pembroke Hall (now College) 
him from his sixth to his fourtee 
of tutor and pupil is seen in a 
Weymouth in September 176^ 
standing by him while he read, 
quently lit up the subject and in 
ardour, he adds, could not be ch( 
to have been highly efficient, as 
consider the phenomenal attainn 
his admission to the University ( 

It is perhaps significant that tl 
oratorical power, Macaulay, was 
with our public school system. ^ 
may have owed some of their or 
the private tuition which they 
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whom all men revered; and his lo 
seemed to be especially favoured, 
pride of race must have helped to 
youth on whom nature and art 
graces of a chivalrous order. In a cc 
have been snobbishness. In Will: 
devotion to the ideals of his father a 
their ultimate triumph. 

In some respects there is truth ir 
that Pitt never was young. Certain! 
forcing process was perilously early 
Papers (No. XI) I have found a cur: 
the boy had over Latin at a very eai 
to his father, the general correctness 
with its large round letters enclosed 
but probably belongs to 1766, that i 
age. 

Mi Charissime Pater, 

Gaudeo audire te rursum bene vi 
caunnuck et Wappinger, Tribuum Ind 
qui veniunt in Angliam supplicare regen 
Johnson, eques auratus, desiderabat ai 
omnes abierunt ut pugnarent contra Gall 
sentiebant Batavos arripuisse omnes sue 
illos parum commode tractabat. 

Sum, mi charissi 
til 

I have also found a curious proof 
the boy wrote to his father, while on 


The poem, which is in William’s handwriting, shows 
the age of twelve he had acquired the trick — it was no 
of writing in the style of Pope and Johnson. The line 
us of the felicitous phrase in which Cowper charactei 
output of that school : 

The click-clock tintinnabulum of rhyme. 

But they show neatness of thought and phrase. In a w 
are good Johnsonese. 

The same quality of sonorous ponderosity is obsei 
Pitt’s letters of 3rd June 1771 to his uncle the statesr 
Temple, thanking him for a present, in which the 1 
Lyttelton and Coke are invoked. In the following sent* 
trend of the boy’s thoughts is very marked : I revere 
the more, as I have heard Lyttelton and Coke were prc 
Constitution, which is a synonimous [szc] term for just 
The “ marvellous boy ” ends by quoting part of a line 
which still more powerfully inspired him : 

avunculus excitat Hector. 

The next year saw the production of a play, which h 
brothers and sisters acted at Burton Pynsent on 30th ft 
Here again the motive is solely political : a King, Laur< 
his way homeward, after a successful war, suffers shipw 
is mourned as dead. The news leads an ambitious c< 
Gordinus, to plot the overthrow of the regency of th< 
but his advances are repelled by a faithful minister, I 
— the character played by William Pitt — in the followi: 

Our honoured Master's steps may guide her on, 
Whose inmost soul she knew; and surely she 
Is fitted most to fill her husband's throne, 

She, whom maternal tenderness inspires, 

Will watch incessant o’er her lovely son 
And best pursue her dear Laurentius’ plans. 

Pompilius warns the Queen of the plot of Gordinus, 
suades her to entrust her son Florus to his care in 
retreat. Thither also Laurentius comes in disguise; 


style will appear from his first poe 
which bears date May 1771.^ It 
of Harriet and William Pitt: 


Ye sacred Imps of thund’ring J 
Immortal Nine, to me propitio 
Inclining downward from Para 
To me, young Bard, some Hea 
From Aganippe’s murmur strai 
Assist my labours and attend r 
Inspire my verse. Of Poetry il 
Thro’ Her^ the deeds of Heroe 
Ren own’d in arms, with fame i 
By Her no less, are spread thr 
Those patriot names, who in tl 
Triumphant fall, for Liberty ar 
Exalted high, the Spartan Hei 
Encircled with his far-renowne 
Whoe’er devoted for their com 
Thro’ Her their fame ascends ' 
She too perpetuates each horri 
When laws are trampled, wher 
That shall the Muse to infamy 
Example dread, and theme of 
Nor less immortal, than the Cl 
The Poets’ names, who spread 
Homer shall flourish first in ro 
And still shall leave the Roma 
With living bays is lofty Pinde 
In distant ages Horace stands 
These Bards, and more, fair G 
And some may flourish on this 
Witness the man, on whom th 
Who sung our Parents’ fall an 
A second Homer, favor’d by t 
Sweet Spenser, Jonson, Shaks 
And He, fair Virtue’s Bard, w! 
The praise of Freedom and L{ 
But high o’er Chiefs and Bard 
Shall Publius shine, the Guan 
Him shall th’ immortal Nine 1 
With deathless fame his gen’r 
Shall tune the harp to loftier j 
And thro’ the world shall snrf 
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we are not surprised to find from notes left by his first 
Bishop Tomline that the half of Pitt’s boyhood was b 
illnesses which precluded all attempt at study. But 
stopped the growth of his mental powers, which Wilson 5 
up in the Platonic phrase, “ Pitt seemed never to learn bul 
to recollect” At the age of fourteen and a half, then, 
ripe for Cambridge. It is true that youths then ente 
English Universities at an age fully as early as the Scot 
who went from the parish school, or manse, straight to Ed 
or Aberdeen. Charles James Fox, Gibbon, and the ] 
became Lord Eldon, entered Oxford at fifteen. Will 
who at seventeen went up from Hull to St. John’s Colleg 
bridge, was probably the senior of most of the freshme 
year; but the case of Pitt was even then exceptional. 

Cambridge on the whole enjoyed a better reputatii 
Oxford for steady work ; but this alone does not seem 
turned the thoughts of the Earl of Chatham so far ea 
He himself was an Oxford man, and the distance of Ca: 
from Burton Pynsent, the usual abode of the family 
naturally have told in favour of Oxford. 

The determining facts seem to have been that Wilsoi 
panionship was deemed essential, and that he, as a g 
of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, turned the scale in favou 
own college. This appears from Wilson’s letter of 2nd D 
1772 to his wife: 

I could not have acted with more prudence than I have do 
affair of Pembroke Hall. Mr. Pitt is not the child his years 
him to be. He has now all the understanding of a man, an 
will be. mv steady friend thro’ life. . . . He will go to Pembro 


prepares to overthrow the traitors. In dui 
adherents defeat the forces of Gordinus, who i 
himself, while Pompilius, his standard beare 
conspirator. The King grants a general par 

Us it behoves, to whom by gracious Hea 
The cares of nations and of States are gi 
Us it behoves with clemency to sway 
That glorious sceptre which the gods bes 
We are the shepherds sent to tend the 
Sent to protect from wrong, not to destrc 
Oh ! Florus ! When thou govern’st our d 
Bear these thy father’s precepts in thy m 
Thro’ love control thy subjects, not thro’ 
The people’s love the bulwark of thy thr< 
Give not thy mind to passion or revenge, 
But let fair Mercy ever sway thy souL^ 

It is fairly certain that none of the childrer 
have written these lines; and the fact that t] 
action is political further stamps the play 
Spirit of the Future seems to have hovere 
mental derangement of George III in 1788 
questions relating to a Regency not very ui 
by the boy playwright. The sense of Ic 
which informs the play was then also to g 
through a bewildering maze. Indeed this e 
like a marionette’s version of the Regenc 
IS a more romantic George III, Pompili 
foreshadows Pitt the Prime Minister, the ! 
undutiful Florus) and Fox may pass for tl 
tht motif o( the play twangs a mimic prel 
of Carlton House. In the acting of the pi 
seems far to have surpassed William, who 
and awkwardly. Such was the testimony c 
a lifelong friend, who saw the play acted 
at Hayes.® The criticism is valuable as sh 
in Pitt’s nature was the shyness and gated 
were ever to hamper his progress. 

Juvenile authorshio has its danp-ers for ; 
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The facts arc as folU>ws: Mrs, Sparry, who wa* 
housekeeper at Burton Pynsent, went to Cambricl| 
boy throu^^’h his hmi; and serious illncss,aiul final] 
home. At last the invalid was strtui^j enough to be 
Four days were taken up in rcachinjjf London; ai 
\vritin|.t thence to his mother on 6th December t 
been fatiipuul and felt stronjj enough to walk all 1 
but, he added, Mrs, Sparry urgcid him not to vvr 
did not return t{) Cambridge (‘‘ the evacuated seat 
as Chatham styled it) until 13th July 1774. The 
Lady Clhalham that Cambridge was empty, that 
called on him and had itjquired after Mrs. Spar 
he glad to hear that the bed at his rooms had b 
These trifles enal>ltt us to reduce the (jft ([uoted nii 
proper insignificance, 

Wilson stHuns to have (k)tu^ his l)cst to ami 
in the dreary vacalitm tinu! of July - Septembei 
24th August Pitt described to hi;; niijtluu- a ride ii 
and he had lost their w;iy ;unon|» lanes au<l fudd* 
the* track with some damage t(j hedge;;, and ;irter 
of the* strc'ds, hut f;u' Itto late to share” in coll(*|;<: < 
on i.sl Sf”ptetnher, h<’ wrote” to ilu” ICirl of Clliatham 
for c(”lt”brating this day is as g,reat at Cambridge 
and Mr. Walsou himself, esiti hinit a spark of it, sig 
by killiigt t*rt)w on the wiigt after a walk eT six 

Tht” natural vivsudty of disposititm, wliich cl 
frieuf!'-, must have [dayetl small part in the 1 
health. 'Phe medical authorities of lo»day vvtuild 

assign moH” impiulance \n reggihu* hours, exerci 
aa.i ... o a....*., a ,,, 
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A man that is young in yeares 
time. But that happeneth rarely. — 

O N 26th April 1773 Pitff 
Hall, Cambridge; and 
8th October 1772. His heal 
concern, Wilson stayed with 1 
imprudences and accompany 
tions were in vain. Despite th 
at Lyme Regis, where Williai 
June up to 2 1st September, t 
remained in bed for several w 
of Drs. Addington and Gly 
Chatham), he gradually got 
gout; but the letters which p; 
Wilson attest the severity ol 
have won the love of his me 
this sentence in her letter o 
William has to conciliate t 
acquainted with him.” 

There is a story told to Th( 
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There must have been .sterling* qualities in the itu 
statesman thus signally htnioured l)i\ rretynian’s 
vast. Senior Wrangler and lurlhnv of his (aillege, he 
a Felhnv of the Royal Soeiet}' ; ami his attainments i 
cnabUul him tti ct)inmaiid the ros[3eet of hi.s |)ili)il 
where, according' to Wilson, Pitt had the Platonic gift 
ing;, but of instinctive i’t*tnt?ml)rauce 
ntsirly all contemptjraric's seem to have found in i\ 
Bishop a primness ami austerity which were far fre 
Perhafjs he lacktul tlte vitalit}' which mitiht have <i\ 
mass of Icarniiq^ Or visa the (‘onsiaousness that he 
Wrangler, togHdher with tlU' addcsl hiad of tutorial ; 
responsibility, juay luive luam tt)o much for hi 
nurtured amidst the ma|pu!i»qvumce of Hayes 
I*ytrsent, the seriousness and pedantry of Pn*tyn; 
uppearetl natural and pleasing*. 'Po outsiders tiny ' 
and the gem:ral impression of halfsumis(?tl, half !) 
nunit is clevtni}^ thouidi spihtfully, e?cpn'ss<al iti th 
Rolliad : 


Ptiiu prr.u hri, pdut r nl prir*as and piitu'r's |hu” 
prmhrtikr’** paU* pndr, ui PiitS //iir. pl.u rt 

'I'hy mrdi*- all shall inlum .igrs stun, 

And piiiMT he hi*a in puirani Prnlyman, 

AmtJiig the most itilerf^sting parts of the hishoj 
ttf Pitt art' thtise in widt h he tie%eribes ids attaitui 
.stmlies at Pembrc»kc' Hall. l‘l\r tutor fcjtiud hitn, ; 
ptHded, t'xcT’edingly well vc'rsed in the elassicfi, so tl 
met with atiy dildcullit’s* t'hatham had prescri! 
stmly of Thucy<litlrs and Polybiu*. ; and the young u 

. £\ .. . t t ! * i . I * ^ i 


4 . . 


52 


WILLU 


colleague, Dr. Turner, in 177, 
alone. The undergraduate soo; 
which was strong and lasting, 
interruption, not even from the 
young Prime Minister so freel} 
bishop, who in 1803 took the n 
the friend and adviser of the S 
which succeeded the death-blo^ 
arms, and he was his literary e: 
materials put into his hands (o^ 
he wrote one of the dullest biog 
The solution of the riddle n 
of his mind, which was that of a 
it lacked the gifts of interest i; 
character, of delicate and insti] 
imagination, which enliven, n 
personalities and situations. T, 
diabolical wit, once described k 
thought Tomline, with labou 
have looked on biography as a 
Certainly he portrayed only thi 
cernible in the tomes of the Pa 
finnikin scrupulousness clogged 
powers of portraiture with whic 
biographer was continually b 
executor, the result being a pr 
stately, succeeds only in being 
catch glimpses of Pitt under th 
friend adorned and concealed 
brief. The Bishoo was beset 
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atecl the mind, cultivated his oratorical gift, and 
equipped him for the parliamentary arena. 

From Tomline we glean a few <lctails which ei 
picture the young undeiq^raduate in his surroundings 
that his manners even at that early age were fora 
behaviour manly, that mixed in conversation witl 
vivacity and perfect easts 1 1 is habits were most rcguli 
failed to attend tmuaiing’ and t'.vening chapel excepi 
vented by ill lusdth. ()\vin[;;tt> his fatluu*’s habit of re; 
a chapter of the Bible every day, his knowledge ci 
Scripturtt was unusually ipHui, 'romliiui mentions a ci 
which will starve also tt> illustratt^ I‘itt*s powers of n 
fine sense of sound. On hearing his h>rmer tutor re 
of Scripture in siqiport. of his ‘OCxpositinn of the 
Articles/* tint statc!sman (it was in that anxious 

stopped him at tnu* tt^xt with the remark -“I do n 

that passage in tint Biblt', and it dotss not sound like 
He was right: tin* [>as.sa|Ht canut from the A|)ocrypli 
IkuI in»t rtsul. 

'The sinfpdar t:orr(H:tnt*ss of Ihdt'.s Hfr whih* at C.k'u 
posetl him tt> tin* risk of lK*roming a bookworm 
From this htt was t;avt*d by hit; ipjod .s(*nse and hi 
“I'he wonderthl boy ’* wa*. brigosl by his panaUs 
the Muses too assiduously. C’hathands falhetrly anx 
love of elassitud allusions led him to run tins nu*tapli 
bill the* strained classicisms hml the wisheil for c*ffec 
regularly and far. In thc! I’itt ra|)e*rs (No. 221) I 
proof that, while at ('amln'id|*c*, he was traiiied i 
essential art (jf fencing', At a Iat<*r date* his olel feme 
Betetr Remautl, sc*nt to him a pt*titiem stating that h 


JT 


As regards his mathematical att 
he had already read the first six b 
tered the elementary parts of 
Natural Philosophy. The bent ( 
Humanities; but he had a good 1 
came expert at the solution of p 
aroused his deepest admiration. V 
and astronomical subjects extant 
mentary for reproduction here) sho 
in the exact sciences.^ 

At Cambridge, above all, he de 
classics. The ease with which he 
as Lycophron’s “Cassandra” astc 
familiar with his exceptional powe 
duced to give him an exceedingly \ 
of the literatures of Greece and Rc 
he had neither the need nor the in 
on the art of versifying in those la 
still absorbs, so much of the energ 
Accordingly the life, thought, and s 
became thoroughly familiar to hir 
pieces of art and imagination v 
comments in his handwriting on tl 
suffice to refute the gibe of certain 
he kept up his acquaintance with 
tags for his speeches.^ To some 
were directed towards his future ^ 
Earl of Chatham, he bestowed great 
ancients ; and he seems to have be 
critical notes on the speeches whic 
the various arguments were, or mij 
a close and loving perusal of Shak^ 
be seen that PitPs studies at Car 

^ Pitt MSS., 196. The notes and diagi'c 
considered dynamically: there are also 
numerous are the notes on English Histc 
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mission to attoiul a month's course of lectures on C 
the fee of five |»Tiineas; and later on he stated th 
instructive and amusin^j/* besides requiring* little 
In that Icnn he took his degree in the manner ufor 
in 1777 he moved to other rooms which were small 
sheltered from wind and weather. About that t 
launched out more freely into social life, so we miv 
the not inlrt'qutait ret|uests fur incnsised supidies, C 
1777 he writes that he has exceeded his allowance 
first sign that heedlessness in money matters 1 
hamper him through life* 

'.rhe chief feature of interest in these early lettei 
tpient references to the politics of the time, which 
kept the service of his cmmtry steadily in view. T 
March 1775 during vacation lime at Ilayas, he ^ 
bn>ther, begging hiag if lut leaves his pillow btifore 
out the fate tif Mi\ Hurkes motion on btdudf of com 
America. Ih* signs the letters on behalf of “tin 
Hayes," pussihly a rtdereruat to a family debating 
nolcnvurthy that the struggle of the American ct 
eJeorgt* 111 was the first ptditical eventtoarou.se 
which must have lieeu heightened by the fervid 
(‘hatham on the subje.et. A little later a side edd 
set in, iur his colder brother, Lord Pitt, <m receiving 
sJon in 1774, jiMuesl his regiment, which was iptarlerctl 
at Huebee and Montresd. On 31st May 1775 Williar 
C ‘ainlwidge that the papers are full cif the bad news! 
doubtless the fight at I.exington, Ttm days later he n 
Chatham to send, along with the “ Lthics," Daveuac 
VV’ar, ami Alliance," as it is not in any library in 
Ckstrly, tlung the ymuh was alive to the legal and 


favourite son. The father in his letter 
claimed any, except those required on the i 
quently though Pitt had the right to don 1 
“ gentleman-commoner ” (afterwards callec 
he did not do so. In his first letter to hi: 
his cap was “ to be stripped of its glori 
plain loop and button.” ^ It is further pie 
father wished him not to make use of tl 
privilege which allowed sons of noblemei 
without sitting for examination; and thi 
alone led him to resort unwillingly to this 
We are here reminded of Words worth^s 
of social equality to be found at Cambridj 
titled arrogance and old-world subservient 
unchecked and unrelieved in most parts c 
are worthy of quotation because they sht 
valent at Cambridge, at least at St. John’: 
poet to sympathize with the French derr 
Cambridge as 

A Republic, where all stood thu 
Upon equal ground, that we we 
In honour, as in one community 
Scholars and gentlemen; when 
Distinction open lay to all that 
And wealth and titles were in h 
Than talents, worth, and prosp( 

We do not know whether Pitt’s feelingi 
to those of Wordsworth, who entered St 
surroundings were not such as to favour 
ideas. In his first two years he mixed sea 
graduates, and even after 1776 his circl 
limited, doubtless owing to his intense ‘ 
constant association with Dr. Pretymai 
1776 he writes home that he had been s 
the house of Lord Granby (the future I 
had returned to the “ sober hours and st 
he rarely refers to pastimes and relaxatio; 
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(Hi! not terul to curr him of thr uwkwurti shyncf^s vvli 
force* anted an nn lauiiuncut a trait in his character 
hv uTut forth into ihv life of Wr^imiastcr wci|jhtr 
Ncrious defeat, an iruTipacity inr makiaii; a wide cirt* 

wluuiny ^^vrr rarmir%. la a srasr it uuiy he sa 
t«nik |H»litical life ttvo seriously. Hr prepared hu’ i 
lintid SM %trrnut*us!y as juatly to stunt lus suci 
and tiirrehy hamtitap himself tta* Utr, Vav \\\ tf 
political arena was the close pri'serve of the not 
and nahofis, with wlmtn a statesman could ?a-arc 
unless he had the tuamuns of Uie t Uihs ami the in 
spoitsmam A coinpiomisr hrtwrrn Koo! (‘hathan 
Lumpkin Would have matle tiie idea! leader. As 
entered on the s^ me a koinpnnsuse between t*l 
Anstides, 

rdl*'i thief rrlaKatittn fr«an the '"'stiher studies** ;< 
Halt was iouiid in veals to the eieat tirbales at V 
d'hr lit si of thesr* \dsifs he!on|p. lo ihr* cmauh oi J»i 
whrn his latleu' was ple.idsni;; passionately for cone 
.\mriua. nenjasiuu I*'sanklnn the i liampion t»{ tl 
was po's^m! . vi!id the oi4|*u i lraily aintrtl at per 
kinsmen beyond ihr sras that they had the syinp. 

many Ihiti-.h hrafis. Ihosr two taalions n Imrtl j 
annd the dales of New iMCf^land and the rot.|i%o| the 
W'lia!, flirn, tnusi fiavr been llsr r||r« I o( the IsVtUI^ 
that su|crsb piesrHu r, whj« h tirldrd the power tj| eV 
a sff-n-aiivr youth W'hose f^ver thrilled lesponsi 

his Salhei/ I.aiyncaee failed him to piess his frr 
thny:: pteveiitrd tl|s spm h.” so he ujotr to his im 
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bequeathed to Pitt the sum of ;^3,ooo.^ I 
the University counted for much in tir 
governmental influence made or marred a r 
therefore note that as Pittas health impr 
years at Cambridge, he also became friend 
Lord Westmorland, Lord Euston, Lowtl 
Pratt (Lord Camden), Pepper Arden, Elic 
St. John, 

The name of him who was perhaps P 
here conspicuous by its absence. Wilberfl 
at Cambridge, partly, perhaps, because 
St. John^s College until 1776 and then be 
a dissolute set; but he made PitPs acqu 
end of their time there, and the youths we 
by their brilliant conversational gifts ani 
which were to be sharpened by delightful i 
and Wimbledon. In a passage penned 
contrasts the comparative ill fortune of P 
tune of his rival, Charles James Fox, whc 
acquaintance of a number of brilliant y 
Windham, Erskine, Hare, General Fitzpa 
T o wnshend. N early all of these, it is true, w( 
life; but it is scarcely fair to say that Pit 
(to whose number Wilberforce adds Lords i 
were deficient in parts. Their gifts, if les 
solid than those of Fox and Sheridan. 
Westmorland were to prove themselves at: 
the future Duke of Rutland, though sho'' 
played much ability as Lord Lieutenani 
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Ruus^eau h;ul bnui^Ht otit in his Social (‘ont 
Quiiirt has dcsciitnHi a?i the seed ul* the h'rcuch 
Wlu't!u‘r ritt [irrusrd works is tluuhtful; bu 

that in his reading' he had an rye for Uir causes tl 
luar the* Itirtuiir* cd nations. Witness the remark 
nt' loth March that ntavherc' in hisltjry (Siuhl 1 

instance t»f a Nation so miserably saeriticed us this 
lie sharetl tiu* iteneral miivit tion that lUJtje hut C’h 
steer the shiji ol Stall' into sale waters; and dee^ 
hern his concern wluui the retmau! to hear 

a new Ministry lor the {impost' tit tsuu 
c’onsitirralioitj not even the law t»t his t‘rown (so 
Lortl Xiirtltl Would imhue him to **stoojt to the Oji 
Such t oiuliu t hoiiierrd on the insane now that 
iiuuie coimnon cause witli t!u- Ihiiti'il States; hut t 
means of forcinij the Kinjfs hautl. Ihc' majority it 
supjiorled his Miuiarr, Loo! Xortli; and liulc' c 
|»rctrti loun the Karl tU Chatham in view of 
inhrmiiirs of mind ami body. His hau;jhly and r^ 
no Ir .'. than his im omastmt ics oiXiim had scatti 
Inwine ; and it was tnU a shadow tU a name that 
t!te lloitsr of Lords tai yth Apiil lyyH, Kmscsr 
lookini^ tlradly pale* but with '-Miuethinp o{ the old 
eyesj fir nilrrrd^ stavlui: lus {otterin|^ fiamr on hiss 
and James He %jnikr tui?r, m|dnp; the House n 
ifir moiiart hy by CMUcediUfj; lull indrjicfidrnt'e to 
less by nivifu^ way firhur bramr, ''Shall this |p-« 
now tall luosiratr briMir tfie House of flourhon? 
tail, let Us bill like mrn,’‘ Miu h o{ tfie speech was 
iLi-iftb tits isftfTHrf tiiiinjKJfiiS ' tuif the orri's rrt.'krd i 
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St. Stephens. Never has 
the debates; and here hi 
Greece and Rome enable 
ments of a speaker, assess 
a retort During one of h 
introduced to Charles Jam 
debater in the Lower Hoi 
scribed the rapt attentioi 
listened to the speeches ( 
him with the remark: Bi 
thus/' or ‘^Yes; but he la; 
can Fox have imagined 
maturity, were frequently 
The nice balancing of 
together with the art of ^ 
and persuasive speaker; b 
things are but trifling ad 
plete equipment, but lost 
Nature, imagination and h 
gifts no less than in the sm 
a distinguished presence, a 
these excellences were adc 
all adventitious aids. Anc 
weight to attack and co\ 
wholeheartedness and pers 
pompous greetings of the ' 
law of nations tribe " at P 
of his son's application i 
during the latter part of ] 
outlook on public affairs 
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I t'uunoi uppruvr, tif tht^ rrt|ui«dfi<jni in thr e»f fuuu 

nuu'h thtinrrtu'al knawl^tlgr, hy whic h ymmg prtipk a 
hnfurr ihrir timr, buih in nnntl mnl hntly. Whrn Un*y entt 
iiJV*, thry inda«ttl n« inimm^e tucnk cif 

nnurr inl ; but in the! nnrntvv t in Ir nf llmir rolling tbit* ("annn 
uppUril, iuui will thrrriuir hr fai>»iniru On tilt* i>i 

ihry ncrt|t*tl ilvry have* ht'»t ; thry arn tlrlii irnt in ihr tu 
ntul bathly nnergy, whi* h n tfuitr Huii^pcrnriabif vvlntn nn 
efliricmly intn pnu iital lilr.— (h>Ki Hi:. 

lives id' *4;Uesnirn huve very rii 

1 hr*rn £*nrrv.itrti liy that rxccLssive /,eul for chIu 
the ijrrat (Jerman thinker iliseernet! us u j»is*.ihle tl 
fellinv c'tmntryuien. (d^rtuiuly tn these whn hut! di 
tlu" teurninit lunp/iih HeiUrlherib t>r (letiingei 
fhrrmr tu u Stuut%«srt returiut at Weimar, Cassel 
must have tvreu a lil'e nf sheer tlruditery, I 
t/iU'fripsdirr |H»hiy «d many a C 'untiuriital Stale .s|in 
jKnsisteut attrinjils <*! sutne I’ei^asus in harness in 
tlie serene heights uf his yenihltd eentemplatiims. 
tiitr vuitths thd tuit turditatr tin tlie sttienee nt ik 
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For the greatest statesman and 
be but one place of sepulture, Ti 
ously voted an address for a pub) 
Westminster; and probably of a! 
one who regretted the decision, 
pettiness of his nature when, in 
ferred to Chatham’s breakdown 
“ political exit” He now stated 
the monument dwelt only on Cl 
the nation at the beginning of 1 
paid to the deceased statesman ' 
measure” to him personally.^ “ 
an ill grace,” is William’s descripl 
funeral.^ No one represented thi 
June, a fact which gave to the c 
great popular demonstration. I 
triumphs. 

Owing to the absence of the 
William was the chief mournei 
any knowledge of his manifold 
gazed at the stately procession, 
glories and hopes, could not sui 
lowing the hearse was destined i 
present and to link once more 1 
work of national revival. 

1 “Corresp. of George III v 

^ Pitt MSS., 12, 
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inadequate to meet the demands of an ambitious yout 
age when money no less than family standing served 
passport to a public career. 

Nevertheless, the lack of resources seems to have sti 
energies that were ever braced by difficulty. About five 
after the funeral of his father, we find him expressing 1 
Chatham his resolve to take rooms at Lincoln’s Inn. 
view practice at the Bar was invaluable as a training 
wider and grander service to which he had early vowed 

In one important particular Pitt’s conduct showed 
foresight. Pie did not, as might have been expected in da 
travelling was slow and expensive, give up his rooms j 
broke Hall, but for nearly two years he continued us^ 
reside there, even while keeping his terms at Lincol: 
Extravagant though this arrangement seemed to be, 
based on prudential motives. In the miserable cond 
which public affairs then were, he judged that a dissol 
Parliament could not be long deferred; and the ch 
winning a seat at his University seemed to him, though 
his teens, greater than at an ordinary constituency, wl 
deep pockets of grandees or nabobs must mar his prospc 

About Cambridge, then, his hopes fondly clustered 
that it was a seat of all others the most desirable, as be 
from expense, perfectly independent, and I think ii 
respect extremely honourable.” The words have the 
manly determination which marks all his public utteranc 

The following letter of his to Mr. John (afterwards 
Townshend, then one of the members for the University 
the first official announcement of his intentions : 
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lightly than was the rule elsewhere; and 
to Dr. Pretyman may have been par1 
advancement in learning achieved under 
even so, the regular studies had no b 
statesman other than that which comes frc 
of the philosophers and historians of Gr 
choice of lectures on Civil Law was his 
his degree in the autumn of 1776, he 
followed the bent of his mind, whichj 
him to study the crises in national af 
welfare or decay. It is significant tha 
Bonaparte approached historical stud; 
cal way. 

Above all, Pitt haunted the precinct 
there learnt to view politics, not as a sc 
him, therefore, there was little risk of be: 
digested mass of theoretical learning 
shifting problems of the Commonwealth; 
the transition from the breezy upland 
political mill of some petty principality. 
Britain's sons to come to ever widening : 
their minds, never “ sicklied o*er " at th( 
the alertness and vigour which Goeth 
better equipment than the best elabo 
richest store of precedents. This natural 
ought to produce not doctrinaires^ but stc 

The chief misfortunes of Pitt’s early 
precocity, which the Earl of Chatham ii 
the sense of responsibility thrust upon 
terrible bereavement described above, 
then abroad with his regiment, William ^ 
a network of cares. The finances of the 
barrassed state. Chatham’s- habits , had 
conduct in official life so honourably sen 
was encumbered with debts. Parliam( 
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declaration of war by Spain. At first he avowed his 
cern at this event; but the note of hopefulness, whicl 
long absent from his letters, soon begins to reassert it 
expression of a belief that this new danger may “ be ] 
of some good effects at home, and that there may sti” 
and resources in the country sufficient to preserve a‘ 
remnant of a great empire.” This forecast was justi 
struggle became one for national existence, waged aj 
hereditary rivals, the monarchs of the House of Bou 
the searchings of heart of England’s sons, at warrir 
their own kith and kin, were in large measure sti 
thrilling incidents that accompanied the three yean 
Gibraltar by the Spaniards, our successes in India 
naval triumphs of the closing years of the war si 
hardening of the nation’s fibre under the strain of adv 
danger. 

After residing at Burton Pynsent for some wee 
autumn in order to reassure Lady Chatham while th( 
scare was at its height, Pitt returned to Cambridge a 
of the year, and settled down at Lincoln’s Inn in the e 
of 1780. Thanks to the kindness of his uncle, Earl 1 
had been able to procure a lease of rooms on the noi 
the attic of staircase number 4 of Stone Buildings (the 
to Holborn). The sum of ;^i,ioo, which in Novemb 
had pronounced “ frightful,” had been advanced on th 
which Pitt was to inherit when he came of age. 

Concerning Pitt’s life at Lincoln’s Inn we knov 
nothing. The lack of official records of the Inns 
except unilluminating entries of dates, thwarts all 


University at the General Election, 
mediate notice of a circumstance of v 
be apprised as soon as possible. 


At the same time he informed 
resolve, and received the followin 
Christian name speaks for itself: 


I cannot, my dear William, but int 
ever relates to your honour or inten 
pleasure the hopes you conceive that 
of Cambridge, may be inclined to tr 
Such a testimony at your age from a 
flattering. As to your prospect of si 
being totally unacquainted with eve: 
merit. You must therefore be [sic] at j 
but sincere assurances of my best gc 
you as may be in my power. How far 
you have more ripened in your prof 
ocean of politicks and expose yourself 
syrens, which have already seduced yoi 
and determined object of his life, is 
reflection that it is so may prove soe 
not succeed. The memory of your f 
have attained speak forcibly in your 
most respectable that ever existed, we 
any living one, at least if I may gue 
sister. All therefore I can say furtf 
thoroughly to examine the foundation 
not suffering your conduct to be m 
from the event this measure shall a 
an outset in life will diminish much 
you have so deservedly raised. Youi 
salutes you very kindly and gratefully 
tionately, without forgetting that ant 
shall be happy to receive you here, a 
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mutably, to transfer to the ‘general fund accounts 
ceased properly to belonj^ to the Kinit’s private pi 
rq^ulatc tlu! whole on I>usine.ss-Iikt* [)rinciples. lit* 
the suppression of useless ulVices in tht: genera! adn 
cs[)e(:ially the newly I'reattsl Seeretaryshi[) for the C!( 
the Hoard of'Fnule, the laltt*r of which then formed 
sinecure for eipjit incmhers of Harliaiuent* Most in 
all, perhaps, was tlu* priiposal, hrtme.hi in by Sir V 
to csxidude frmn Parliament contractors a class wliu 
[)roveii have battened on the funds, and to Itavc 
continuarua* of the war, 

Ihul Burke's proposals sUh»{ 1 in uishI of furilier vii 
wouhl liave been su[>plied 1)}' tlie mysterious fate v 
tluuu. Mmnbc'rs of Parliament with scarcely an excej 
eouuuemled the measure, and the tdoctuenee and j 
which Burkt* introdiUR'd it to tlu: llousts About tlie 
Lt»rd Sludhurne hrtiupJU forward in the UpjHS' Ib>u? 
proofs tif tile ip'eed t»t ctuitraclors and of the pp'oss t 
with whit'h accounts were kept at the Admirallv 
( lillci’. ‘Plu' tlefems^ of uu^i^ler.s was stmup; only i 
itir i. Areumrnt lluTf wa-. none; and It f.ecnird tha 
fer-terinp sudtl ol i orrnpiitin must \ic swept away by 
popular intli|piati< n\, 

I'Voin tlu'cHMit Pitt '*• IcS 1^*1%, tho\e ol oth and 'Uah In 
t.jth Mart h we can imaipne the hi|;h h«)p{*s of 

reft tuner a-, he lislenml in the scathine, atlatk tm M 
Lord Shtdbm ne, and the t tanpndiensive indii iment 
Burke. In the sts mul letter lie with joy the < 

ministerial iuaji>rity to two; and in the small hours of 
lie use* oii\ileeril to udtiiess the stsme udnh 


Ham Pitt, aged 21, and James C 
was £g gs. lod. per annum.^ 

The great preoccupation of Pi 
topic of national danger, was^ 
Reform. Originating at York i 
volume until the petitioners ir 
more than 8,000 freeholders. I 
call of Yorkshire; and Pitt hop 
cause of purity and political freec 
of sweeping away the network 
kept his hold on the House of C 
growth of debt and taxation renc 
the most urgent of public duties. 

In February 1780 Burke introd 
Reform in a speech of great abili 
the special jurisdictions in W; 
Duchies of Lancaster and Corr 
extravagant and corrupt governi 
forensic retiarius, sought to enfo] 
within the cloak of humour whic 
Affecting the desire to free the 1 
and absurd local restrictions, he j 
and you lose the King of Engla 
in coming again under His Maje 
and no more than Prince of W< 
find him dwindled to a Duke 0 
of that north, and he hops upon 
the Earl of Chester.” Equal!] 
Burke's attempt to reduce the C 
of sinecures attached to the K; 
abolish the offices of Master 
Comptroller, Cofferer, Treasure 
Board of Green-Cloth, the Wc 
Board of Works, and the Keepe 
fox-hounds, and harriers, and o 
playful irony he described the cl 
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“real beauties," l)ut ** ritlieuhuis antxtations." lie i 
(rver, in his letter of U\ih March: " I have heard two 
harau^»ues from him situte iu reply that pUtase me 
than this dues now that it is upon jjajjer/* This critic 
from tlu' son of (‘hathani, is a little^ ^alrpri.sin{.f ; bu 
considtn'ed syinptttiuatic. As will a(>pear laUa*, ther 
thiiHt iUirke‘s temperament whicth jarred on 
Statesman, 

Wdiile disaip'eeinp: with burke and the more acadi 
tile relbnners, Ihtt did not cainsort with the* men on 
leit win I now raised a |.trcnit ehumnir thrtmt»h the c 
secuns to have had no dealinifs at this time with th 
*’ t Keonomic' ’* Associations; and events now oc:ci 
helped lor a time to distract his attention fnnn pul 
lie was expcwlinif to be called to the bar, Lonclcn 
to the I,ord Cttsii’i.je (lordon rioters (and to fjth Jum 

What must have liecm tin* disppisl of the y<Hing 
he ipi/ed at the st emes cjf rapine and drunkemu!.ss 
on under the name uf ProteNtautism! I'lu' pretenc 
was soon tlnni* aside, and them, when the thin crusi 
lion was removeil, nani saw appalled the dtrpths of 
leatally are hiddmi, Ion' days the passions of the: 
mu hecked b\* limorous inaj.;istratc*s and ministers, 
aloiM* ivas undi anayed, and finally insisted! on the usi 
mtseaiirs. Thanks to his staunchiurss, the wlieek' 
mrut beipm to nuivc' once more. Then the ori;y 
down ; Init it left men with a dread of’ the* newly-rcve: 
and a heightened rr-,pe*c't for tlu^ one man whose f 
ensurrcl thf' vindicatimi of law and ordtn’. How mud 
‘iiilfii'rrd tsiii never be kntjwn. \Vlu*in i 
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clauses of his measure. The bill 
from Parliament passed the Co 
the Lords. 

Another surprise was in store 
On 6th April Mr. Dunning brou 
influence of the Crown has incre 
be lessened.” The motion was : 
when numerous petitions were 
thousands of persons, on behal 
larger addition to the represents 
showed some independence. 1 
sensation. Ministers seemed to 
Thomas Pitt of Boccanoc, ably 
The Speaker himself left the ch 
and the resolution, after a triflinj 
a majority of eighteen. But ag 
triumphed. Apparently Dunnin 
fear of the imminence of a gener 
ened, so also did the numbers of 
North slowly but surely regaii 
and succeeded in defeating a m 
dissolve or prorogue Parliameni 
diminish the influence of the Crc 

For the present Pitt stifled hi 
by attendance at the opera and 
from his letters; but he probabh 
the Reform of Parliament itself, 
but Burke, must precede any £ 
stables of the Court and the Adir 
but somewhat erratic politician, ' 
later, had gone so far as to defend 
and to urge reformers to concent 
freeing Parliament from the con 
ing its character. To this belie 
recent damning proof that a Pj 
borough-mongers had refused tc 
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Fox, advocated a programme of reform 
Chartists with their six points,’^ cotifc 
burnc that the riots “will tend to disc 
people to do themselves justice on any 
cause may warrant it ^ and though C l' 
his faith in the cause, yet he and all otl 
found it a hopeless task to roll tlie ? 
which the enthusiasm of the p(^o[)ltt c; 
1780, After midsummer of that ycai 
and associations preached to deaf ears. 

To return to Pitt’s fortunes, we may 
had been in no immediate danger Iron 
rounded with flames on all sides. In t 
worst, the benchers took arms ami lorn 
had his first cx[)encnce of vt)luntcan*i 
Inn, however, show that it was also def 
Northumberland Militia, the sum of ^ 
for provisions to them for the ten day.^ 
in garrison.” 

The desire of the resident member 
entertain the officers of that cor|)s Ic 
a committee fiir that purpose, whiel 
Arden (afterwards Lord Alvanleyj, J 
Reclcsdale), Bland Burges, and three 
in his reminiscences, tells lunv, when 1 
Gibbon and Lord Carmarthen to met 
company at dinner. The Insturiain, «i 
must entertaining talker, Hitting tsv 
another, and lighting up all with s 
listeners were expected to receive \s 
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hailed with too nuieh approval to be ip;noreti o 
with a frown, lut t^ntleavoiuTnl to crush the ytmll 
artillery. A spirited fire came in return, and a sh 
wits l)ef.(an, which the eoin[)any followed with tlu‘ kc!ei 
h'inally the skill and vi*Mmr of the attack drove tl 
from one position after another aiul left him def(an*el 
upon lut h?fl the room in hiph iludp,eon. In vain 
Hur|^t?s secdv in tlie autertuim to calm his fecdinpjs ai 
him to return. “ Hy nt) means,*’ replied (libhon; “ 
l»;entleman is, I have no tioul>t, t'xtriumdy inptmious 
abkt, hut I must acknowlef4t^t that his styh- of cor 
nut exai'tly what I am accustomed to, so you mus 
excustt me,** Meanwhile I’itt ct^niiniuul in hold f 
ttj[)ic in dispute, '' which he discusscul witli such ahili 
of arppiment, and elotpumce, that his hearers wttre 
profound atlmiratitiu.“ * 

Such was tlu! first risorded triumph of Ihtt, Wo 
knew more than tin* bare’ outlines of the* distaissicm! 
kind fall’ has vouchsafed here, as at so many point' 
information to whet tln^ appc’tite for more, ('nonp,h li 
merest plimpse of those snrprisinp, powens which ea 
fited (hhlnm at Ids priims 

Wc know little aljout llu’ extrmt of l*itt‘s lepal alt 
his skill as a pleadc’r, His practice was to last hut *1 
Thrc’e da\'s after the eml ot the riots lu? was lalhs 
ami afterwaids went on the Wc'stfun (‘ircuil, of wl 
a member, As to the impression arousinl by his 
have found very few particulars c’xtepl the stale 
almost i smtemporary hioy^raphy that his fust case, 

...... i-_ t . . .... .............. t * 
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and had fixed 31st October fc 
cessor. 

This action was what mi^ 
most astute of electioneering 
the Gordon rioters was still tl 
world, and at such a time mei 
ther, in order to ensure the 
cause/’ George III condescei 
entering the shop of a draper 
peremptory way — “ The queer 
Keppel. No Keppel.” Wind^ 
to keep his seat at Bristol ; ai 
ever on the Toryism of the 
case his election was highly 
clergymen are not wont to fa'^ 
known candidate ; but the tr 
his defeat certain. 

He bore it with his usual ser 
have run away with the prize 
‘‘but my struggle has not b 
more betook himself to lega 
thoughts still centred in We 
which marked our public life 
Lord North at the general ele 
drew Pitt to St. Stephen’s for 
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he doubtless remembered that his father first cntcrec 
as member for Old Sarum. 

While we smile at the vagaries of the old systci 
ablecl the! great commoner ” to begin his public car 
sentativi', of an luUenanted mound, and l\is son as n 
town which he ditl not even visit, let us remember tl 
ally it opened a dtujr easily for a man of genius, ( 
his ‘rt)r\' yttars, eulogized the system on these grou 
is ctsdainly remarkable that, besides the two Pitts, 
famous nm\ used these stepping-stones* Burke, tho 
his public lift', was nuntiber for a pt,cket borough, 
Malltni; anti tanning entered Parliament as nu 
scartady discoverable village, Newtown, in the Is 
h’ox anti Peel also enteretl Parliament by similar ir 
ever t|uaintly the tdd order of things misrepresente 
penple, it did ntjw and then help to bring l)rillian 
front with a speed that is nt) longer possible* Hu 
wtnthy that yt>ung, meti of sjurit took care to be 
poclu't borou|»hs.'’ 

Appleby having tluly registttred the deertte ol 
Lowlht'r at tht' t lost* of lyKu, Pitt took his scsil in 1 
(‘uinmons on c^rd January i/Hi. h'roin tlml timt; 
'‘uxmr day in itir year when he breatlual his hi 
rKpend his Htr in *4rctHums c'fforts throughout a 
t'cntury wlu*t h t*om[>rised siudi events as the close tjf 1 
War, tht* new groU[,ing of the Powers of Kurupe 
Revolution, anti the rise t)f Napoleon* 


* I latri.ud, « Itin 1057* 
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CHAPTER IV 

AT WESTMINSTER AND G' 

A series of undesigned changes brought the En 
a condition that satisfaction and impatience, the tvi 
conduct, were both reasonably gratified by it. — Si 

I N the present age, marked by peaceful 
different parts of the Empire and by coi 
the sovereign and his people, it is difficult t 
of public affairs at the time when Pitt ent 
war with the United States, France, Spair 
ened the ruin of the nation, and it further 
constitutional crisis of great importanc( 
resulted in no small measure from the per 
of George III; and, despite the disastrous : 
on the Empire, there was still the chance c 
minster. 

The reason for this paradox is to be foi 
of the House of Commons and in the c 
Ten years had elapsed since the publica' 
ment, that, whereas in the previous cent 
monarchy had been the chief cause for fea: 
hension centred in the distempers of P 
given above, and those soon to be set for 
danger was still acute. The rallying of prac 
Tory party to the King’s side, the division 
chief groups, neither of which had any d< 
enormous power which the monarch wiel 
of the Lower House by means of ‘‘ influei 
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refonncr.s who fur peace abroad and econoni) 

in the administraliujh 

In fact» the disiute|.p*ati(.)n of the party system ai 
ruptiun of the House of C'ommonshad provided Geoi 
a most favtuu’ahle opportunity ftir realizing the icUsi 
in liolinpbrt»ke’s “ ikitriot llu: old parties 1 

time ItJSt their raixon r/V/n*. All hut a few fossilized '1 
hatl ipven up the cause of the Stuarts. The Wlu^ 
lon|.;er claim in be defenders of the Ilcmse of Brunsv 
liberties cvl' Hnp;land. h'or nu^re than a century the}' 
cltavn conUbrtably on tlie .spoils of oflice, until the si 
ma|piat<‘s afrectinf.]f to slay the .slain and hatteninpi’ cm 
.spoils aroustul fjcneral renenttnent. Of this fcclitiK th 
made dextertjus use. In the name u( the nation hr 
sc^t asitle the parties and ^p)vern in the interests of 
As itenerally happen.s in such cases, he called into he 
parly, the Kinifs hVitauls, which, under the puise ol 
the nation, fp*adually ensured tlie sul)servience of V; 
the rtiyal will. Hy dint of honours, places, and inon 
pulit-y wfiu its way, until, as we have stam, it <“ou 
efforts lur Reform. l‘o the eye of alarmetl palrita* 
that the’ House of (‘ommous wouhl soon be little i 
loffl oi the Kinp, ami that fhsn’ijr HI wouh! snci 
enterprisr which had cost ( harlrs I his head, 

1‘herr were some ipoutuls for these tears. Chnupr 
the whole a more formidable tippumml than tlu' li 
While Lu kinn the personal charm of the Stuart so 
his ptnver td calUni^ forth eiulmsiastic service, he j 
him in couunon seitsr ami the pinver of atlaptiuf.^; me 
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by an appeal to material int 
Charles was foolish enough to a 
pockets of his subjects. Georg 
use of the pockets of the gov( 
This sapping process was moi 
attack above ground. The pc 
resistance; that of George 11 
Early in the seventeenth centi 
of the nation’s liberties; now 1 
degenerate into a King’s ( 
register of the nation’s will ; ai 
political deadness throughout 
most threatening symptom oi 
Parliament could come near 
high living and plain thinki 
American War did not awake 
was sleeping the sleep of surfe 
side of the Atlantic to the n 
who virtually controlled the 
what effect was it that Londoi 
chafed at the losses of the Wc 
eight members, as against Coi 
those connected with the na 
Gordon roused for a time stor 
they died down there ensued 1 
on once more as in a land of 
the dim mutterings that came 
the disaster atYorktown, whi 
War, did not thoroughly aroi 
the receipt of that news, Romi 
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he had been chief Minister of the Crown, latterly mu< 
his will; and for fourteen months more the imperioui 
was to hold him to his post. 

With Lord North were associated in the year 1781 
were fully contented with the task of supervising 
departments and the patronage belonging to them, 
noteworthy of these Ministers were Lord Thurlow, a n 
tastes and violent temper, but considerable gifts fo 
who acted officially as Lord Chancellor and unofficial 
of “the King's friends"; Earl Bathurst, Lord President 
(Viscount Sackville), Secretary of State for the Color 
Townshend, Master of the Ordnance; Mr. Jenkinson (; 
the Earl of Liverpool), Secretary at War; the Earl of 
First Lord of the Admiralty ; the Earl of Carlisle, Lord-I 
of Ireland; and Mr. William Eden (afterwards Lord Jt 
Chief Secretary at Dublin Castle. The personality o 
these men will appear more fitly in the sequel. Her 
note that they resembled highly paid confidential clerk 
under the general direction of the King, rather than r 
Ministers. Of collective action and responsibility then 
under Lord North.^ George III acted on the principl 
guided the Caesars, Divide et imp era. 

Such, in brief, was the system and such were the me] 
had to confront a world in arms. Apart from the ini 
conflict in America, the area of strife was spreading i 
for the Dutch, incensed by our maritime policy, w€ 
point of declaring war. In India Hyder AH was ra^ 
Carnatic; and Britons, looking forth in fear from Mac 
see the clouds of smoke that told of his devastatior 
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which had not yet begun to coa 
national calamity. The larger of 
party under the nominal leadership 
ham, an affable and tactful man, wi 
formidable only from his connec 
Houses. Among his followers tw< 
so great and varied as to claim o 
were Fox and Burke. 

Charles J ames Fox ( 1 749- 1 806), tl 
was now in the prime of his powers, 
gifts so rich and varied as not tc 
even by the dissipations into whic 
him to plunge before he left Eton 
Oxford, he gave proofs of his cage 
ment, and imbibed that passion fo 
literature which was to be his sol; 
it have been for him had this been h 
he never shook off the vices cont 
with Mrs. Armstead was notorious ; 
was his mania for gambling. Many 
in the House by the fatigue or an 
an all-night sitting at Brookses, 
whether caressed by Ministers in 
his rooms in St. James’s Street by 
beloved, even by those whom he b 

His oratorical gifts were the out 
they were enhanced by a melodic 
Perhaps the greatest charm of hh 
naturalness. He spoke as if withoi 



82 


WILLIAM 


of its opposition to Lord North, was 
Chatham. They had neither organi: 
in general they inherited the imperi 
san traditions of that great leader. 
Rockingham group for parliamenta 
the royal prerogative; but, like t] 
Revolution, the indefiniteness of th 
action to their following; and Pitt, 
self to this group, rivalled Fox ir 
economic and parliamentary. 

The leader of the Chathamites w< 
had been driven into opposition by 
King at the time of the Wilkes : 
character are very diverse. Burke v 
as this wicked man, and no less we 
hypocritical,” his chief crime being 1 
Whig party. Few persons would ha\i 
Irishman, who, on these lower leve 
dull his eagle glance. Shelburne wa 
and political thinkers of the time. 1 
men by the splendour of his hospit? 
as a scholar and philosopher, and hi 
of his keen and supple intellect. ' 
he never lacked courage. Yet there 
ing about Shelburne. His speech ai 
and easily from the affable to the s 
distrust. His enemies accused him 
Malagrida, a well-known Portugues 

We may note here that Pitt eith 
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much to the earl. He was one of the fir.st to espo 
Trade principles of Adam Smith; he was chicHy re 
the terms of pcaice of 1782-3; and the admiration 
Franklin for him lar^mly conduced to tlie si[;’naturt 
liminaries with the United Stales. Posterity has ' 
corded It) him a far hi|4hcr places than was allowed l)y 
or pettitiess of his contem[)oraries. Such was tlie ksi 
Pitt attached himself. 

On 25lh January 1781 Sludhurne protested man 
the overhearinix conduct of our (rovenunetit in 
ca[)ture of Dutch merchatitmen before the outbreak 
inveifi'hed atpiinst the policy of the Ministry as fa 
and tt) the welfare of the Km[)ire. h'inally he clt'cl; 
tactics of (Jovenunent had proved that the com 
American cohmies^ if it could l)e accomplished, 
fatal results at home; that he would be better [)Iea.'- 
ct)untry free, thou^th curtailed in power and wealth, 
in^j greatness, if ^p’eatiuiss wwc. to ht; {nirchascnl at tl 
her constitution and liberty. Tlu^ spt^ctch ran(.>; true 
lions of Cihatham ; and it awoke responsive echote; 
of his son.' 

Within tlui space of fivt? weeks Pitt proved thal 
was of llu^ hi|.[lu'st value', In a maiden spetudi, w 
bears away the |)alm fnun th<* first tdforts tlu* jpe 
of all tiuu% lu^ ^pive pn^jf of llmstt ustonishinp; \ 
nature sctmii'd in liave implantefl in a state of matui 
and experience were to perleet them; but they tli 
his hearers an imjHH'ssion of wundt'r as at sonu'thinp;, 
natural in a youth of twenty-one years. 'Phis feelin 
mure natural as iht' sfjeecdi dealt with t*t:ontmuc: su 


an electoral system which enlisi 
citi/.en and called on him to r< 
heini; the natural time of rtaie 
thcorisU Jebb, mi|^ht t^o further 
new rarliament for each sessitJ 
the ballot, equal elta:tural an 
Yet their arj4’mnents would hav 
strain of war tuxes, the dullties^ 
placemen high in olhcc. Who 
felt the [)inch of hard times, 
matter of the most urgent ctnu: 

It was in .su[)port of lUirke’s | 
of the Kindt's C'ivil List aiul for 
bilt made his maiden speech n 
At tiiute lie liftetl the subjet't 
saiil, wtnild have I'tjme with nu 
to the public service, had it spr 
isters ought themselves to have 
His Majesty desiretl to particip; 

They ought to consult the glor; 
in tlu^ hfsirls of his people, bvahui 
nt^cessity. . . . The ahriclgnasU 
ean he no ahateinenl of royalty, 
inconsistent with retreiutinnent am 
lime of ueceHsily and of <ammu»n 
an the retluelion of expense; and 
viuion of the House that eiaauur 
It) natitjnul salvation. 

lla next ventured tin an argi 
assumption of lh<! royal gracio 
in his first perttid by asserting 
the bill was 

Tht! reduction tif the: inOuenc* 
tiu: last Parliament, by an express 
ing, and that it ouglu Ui be dimi 
to be dreadetl, beeause mure sec 
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After referrinj^ hriolly to this delicate vsuhjoct, he ' 
those who ridiculed the [)ro[)o.sal on the i>roim 
effect a saving' tif only X*2C)0,ooa a year; as ift 
the [)resent crisis were too (.(reat U) he bcnefilc 
as if, when millions wen; heint( s[)t!nt, tl urre \ 
think of thousands! Idnally he tUH:larotl that th( 
been i>;rauU!d by Parliament to His Majesty, not 
‘^ralilication, but in order 

to su[)[)orl the powta* and the interests of the hhnpii 
gratuleiir, and pay llu‘ judges and tlur IbrcMgn niinislen 
jnsliee. . . . 'fhe i)(‘ople, who granusl that revetuie, 
slaiuu's of thi' {)ec'asion, were justified in resuming a p 
pressing detnaiul of an alli'red situation, d'hey elear 
hut they t^xenased it with luiin and regu'L 'riu*y ajiju' 
with hearts ulllieled at llu* lustessity of applying for re 
royal gratilieations ; lau the request was at (uiee loyi 
It was justihtsl by poliey, and His Majc*styts eoinpli 
qiuusl was ineuleated by priuhniee as well as by alleeti 

Admiratiiui of tin; (lerfecl maniuu’ in whi(*h 
(hdivered seems to have blindtul eonttnujiorariivs I 
as a political pronounctuiu?nt. t!(’rtainly^ in bo 
remarkabk'. No spetudi t'VC’r won more p^eneral 
(Hate* [iraise. Hurke; dtsdared the young, orator t 
a chip of the tdd block but the old bhu^k ilstdf 
h\)K luirried up to oiler his cougrat ulatiniis o 
triumfih, and fnrtlutr showcnl his rt'gard by pnj 
membt;r of Brooks’s (dub a connesdion whitd 
unbroken throup;h life. Lord N(»rth dcsscrilatd tl 
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a speech — that was the time when 
beforehand in framing elegant juna^i 
diets quoted above imply in a youni 
profusion of gifts and graces no less i 
of judgment which harmonized ther 
Alas, the reader of to-day cannol 
his diction, instinct with the fervoui 
the sagacity of manhood. The print' 
nature of the spell cast on listene 
harmonious gestures, musical cader 
of inspiring thoughts. No great spe 
eminently literary quality, such as ‘ 
of Burke, can be appreciated apart i 
man who gives life to the words. A i 
oratory summed up his chief impresi 
that there was something in the sj 
“ that the man was infinitely greater 
be so, if the speaker is to keep atte 
look-out for new effects and charms, 
in all admiration. The hearer, to be 
wafted up to that state of ecstasy 
beauties is intensified by the expect 
come. Shakespeare has once for al’ 
bliss in the young and eager love of 

What 3 

Still betters what is done. W 
rid have you do it ever. 

Some such wealth of gifts the Cc 
in Pitt in that springtide of hope, 
vest of joy. Ours is but a lean afte 
The reader, who naturally think 
this speech than the manner of it 
pressed by the boldness of some of 
member should venture to remind ] 
the King's control over the Civil I 
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Kin^ and the Church) tliat the hypothetical contrj 
between prince and pco[)le em[)o\vercd the lattei 
enter into posse.ssion of property which was held 
on their behalf. I'hc sentiments expressed in V 
enable us to |.(au[||’e the astonishment of the \v 
youn^ orator at the close of 17S3 became first 
C.'rown. 

His sectiud speech, delivered on 31st May, w 
effective than the first, thou^di it marks an ac 
menlative power and the handling of details. C< 
proposed that the commissioners who sujierv 
accounts sluiuld be chosen from the House of C 
a hostile speech from Lord Nortli, bitt rose 
motion. He pointed out how essential this proj: 
maintenance of the power of the Loimnons. 
thus: 

Kvery branch (jf the legislature has sonielhing peen 
aud to t*haraeteri/.e it ; and that wliit^h at onee givc\s 
ehtvation of tiu‘ ( ’onunons Ihuist* of Parliament is t 
strings tjf the* national purse, aud are entrusted with tl 
power, first of granting the moia^y, aud tlu-n of c 
pendiluns 'Pt) delegate this right, then, is a vioial 
tlieiu iht'ir child' eonsequeuee in the legislalun*, an 
tither privileges, lliey isumol surretaler or tlelegale 
breach <d' the constitution. 

Tracking llu* Prime Minister into detail after 
begged the House to pass tlu* motion as necesi 
sperity cjf the: land and as a pledge of furtlter re 
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The young William Pitt has 
other day, on the commission of 
and tore him limb from limb. . 
think such a rival, with an unspot 
if a Pitt and Fox should again be 
too, one would hope some genuin 

So far as we know, not a 
oration, for the division list si 
motion and only forty-two for 
of Pitfour, a faithful supporter 
sion confessed that he had oi 
own conviction, and that W2 
Many members, while lacking 
admission, acted with equal fii 
hence even the best speeche: 
present case no one answered 
arguments; yet they had no 
trooped into the lobby at the h 
of forty-three the Commons d 
be requested to show his bene^ 

The third effort of the youi 
came about, apparently withor 
a debate on the motion of Fo> 
ate peace with our American 
part of his speech Pitt warm! 
claimed that Chatham had 
in his eagerness to clear his 
his (Chatham’s) conduct on ti 
consistent. After this doubt 
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kind. Thti unsEhiotSj howt^vcr, recoil on the iinhapp 
country, wlio are nuuh'. the inslnmuaUs by which the 
of its authors art! clft'cLed, 

lie contimial in tlu' same vehement strain, and 
iin[)re.sstul llu! i I oust! less than ht^fort!, Stdwyn 
diet that he was a promising' yonn|f nian.“ Tluj s 
deed, st)und somt'whai foreetl; and its deelama’ 
turttid to be {!neetiv(‘. On this oceasion “the 
once inort! triumphetl, by 172 votes to 99. 

In the mitldle of July, after the close tif the scs 
on the western circuit, but the notices of his spe 
nicuip’e, 'rhe only reference that I haveft>und to 
his life is in a letter of 29th August 17H1 to ! 
friend, Meeke: 

1 havt! this (drruit amassed tin* immense* sum (jf tliirl} 
the lt*ast (*Kpt*nse (’ilher r>r !.ense or knowUnh't*. , . . 
town with the Allies! intrnti»»n nf devoling inysrlf to ^ 
and Keitinp. a*; nuu'h money a?; I i*an, notwilhstaiuiinj^ 
as tlu* House of ( 'oimnnns, ami (whit‘h ii; a mueh uu>r< 
(looslree*?; itself. Adi(*u. 

As a proof that lAtt diii not merely play with 
fession, 1 may tpude* this seutema* (Vom his IttLle 
to Miutke: 

1 havo for many reasons t^liosen ti) he* tmly a frieiul, 
member, of Slu‘llnirne’s Atiministralitm, and am at I 
(Tiruirnte a lawyer as you an* to ronimenef* oned 
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Pynsent, and in Prctyman’s prim cotei 
no experience of the varied jostling 1 
loves: and nature had not dowered hi 
that makes up for the defects of trainii: 
mained somewhat of a stranger in Lon 
Downing Street, and still more so in h 
Hayes, Wimbledon, or Ilolwoud; but 
spell on him, and his life was the puort 
somewhat of that character in Dickens 
who, though naive and jovial, when I 
retreat in Walworth Road and the mini 
garden, yet always fixed his features in 
went forth citywards. So, too, there w 
man of affairs, and the lovable, tlelight 
could have mixed up the two men and 
pound; but this was not to be. 

LincohVs Inn and the law did little 
though the story, recountiul in the prev 
lectual duel with Ciilibon at a dinner in 
Gordon Riots show.s that even then lu 
and witty repartee which gained h 
admitted autocrat of the table. Why 
him into general society i.s hard to si 
and awkwardness, on which Wilberfn 
held him aloof. 

C'ertainly the temptations of the Wt 
a passing allurement He felt nt» desire, 
to associate with tlie gambling tl 
Almack\s. His preference for bright 

nnt!it*nl K/* htm \iMfh 
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(rrcuvilUv), Ardni (lA^rd Alvanlc*y\ untl K, ‘ 

C 'arrirud“r*)- 

That was thr aiu' wluai the* lu“.tt»wal eif tith’S \va' 
int'atis of iidlnDtu'c* ustsl by the* t'navn Un' the* eh 
pr(*n»‘;ative‘s, W’iHK'rhu'rr latr in litr icnuarkcsl th; 
half t»f tlu' l*fsn‘s had nnenvesl thnir tithes eiurinit 
aiul rtalainly* il we* l«H»k at the* fire h* td Titt's ttinutl 
find that tally lu* and senaat nthews anuainesi e ttuunt 
Wi*n* Hankers, Iviwards utftea'waah. Sir tieaartt Nhar 
1\ Sttadr, Chau’ral Smith, Wdilu'rUaa'e* anei U’iiuihaii 
stifiunvhat latter date*, 

*rhc-.e* ami a IruMithnrs, ahttul thirty in all, hauunl 
he* te*nnrtl (dab. *I*he*y nu^t fust at a htiust* i 

hut aiunwards ma ij|dc‘ti mums in the* jnrinisDs e>f a 
thiustn*!', vvhit'h latt'r t»n weae* UM*t! a% thr Shak^spr 
Oppttsitinn tM Lmtl N‘ntth''» Miui“4iy wa% t>nr <d thr 
e)t this i't>trrit*; hut in inr* trvtdinitaiary tlays, when 
puhlit al t luh was ahnt» a unkunivu, < t»tiviviality h 
plae e* at C h iM-aifr'-.. i )ug uIu» was in tiesan^' .'dr'hvv 
eaitly tliMiudit tin* idtM!'. aiuird at in I’itt'^ httlf* sm ii 
liU' Lutulnn; Int he* wnar, at thr* e In-a* t ft IJ'ib: ” t 
a small s«Hir*tyt4 veann^ mru in ( )pp* • atiMiu ami t' 
ni* ?' m thrit adun'-'amr. ; a > tlu^v di a«»ma|U^ 
jjLf'.sihlr, thrar t luh udl unl tlu anv hann t** I* 
pruliatily m»t Mihast a pi rat wlults" In I’rhiuaiv ] 
himsfdl tflm * Ihtt as haviup fmimsi a " sue iri 
Uiinistn . win* arr tn hyjit uiidm his hannrr . , and tl 

at thinairr’s," ( ‘lisuly, tlirU, tlus e luh \%as jnihtie^i 
pari. Ihti sprnt mm h m| his timr iIh-m*, suppinp at ll 


round of social triumphs, 
which drew from the P 
would come at any tin 
attractive was his power 
what most of all endea 
raillery of his conversati 
chivalry which shone in 
afterwards declared hirr 
Englishmen she had kn 
exuberant Genevese was 
could not know the warn 
frame, or the sensitivene 
one of the chief upliftini 
of his life he expressed 
intellectual conversatior 
needless, when that gift 
whose life at some point 
of them, indeed, were ar 
on mind must have help 
which were to be devote 
mankind. 

From the pages of \ 
tantalizingly brief, alas 
among his intimates th 
pride. 

He was the wittiest man 
himself, had at all times hi 
struck by the unwonted ass 
combination of ideas seemi 
at once produce whatever 
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ways than one. Firstly it shows that the fashionable vic( 
age had crept into Goostree’s more than was known by or 
or else Selwyn's reference to the club belonged to a latet 
when Pitt's resolve to have done with gambling, and the 
of Wilberforce at having suddenly won a large sum froi 
cunious friends, had availed to curb the passion for it 
society. The difference of the two friends in tempera 
equally noteworthy. In Wilberforce the resolve to bres 
from gambling was the first sign of awakening of a sensil 
science, which, though dulled by gaieties, was thence 
assert itself more and more and finally to win over the ^ 
his energies. 

Pitt also felt the fascination of play in a manner whic 
the eagerness of his animal instincts; but the awakenin 
case seems to have been due to self-respect and also t( 
sense of what he owed to the State. How could he, \ 
early vowed himself to the service of his country, dull hi' 
and tarnish his name by indulgence in an insidious and 
ing vice? The career of Charles James Fox, we may beli 
already been a warning to the young aspirant. In any 
an exercise of that imperious will, which controlled ( 
vehement impulses, he crushed at once and for eve 
entangling desires, and came forth fancy-free from that 
domain, saved by his ennobling resolve to serve Englan 

In another sense — a less important one, it is true — 
the most unfortunate man of his age. All his friend' 
that he was a delightful talker and the most char: 
companions. But there their information ends. Not one 
had the Boswellian love of detail which enables us to pi 


classics merely in order to provide elega: 
The theme has been embroidered by certai 
picture the Whig statesman as the disint 
and Rome, and Pitt as a kind of moneys 
these persons, instead of copying from the 
of that time, would investigate for them 
through the partisan spitefulness of all si 
Pitt’s copies of the classics preserved at O 
not only of his frequent perusal of them, bt 
it brought, as evinced by marginal comm< 
the Foxite myth of the classical tags! 

The passage from Wilberforce’s Diary 
Pitt to have been well primed with Shat 
have had the mental agility and tact whi 
flower from that rich garner. Ill though 
PitPs oratorical efforts, I doubt whether 
any one of his speeches if we could have 
of some of the evenings spent by him a 
tree’s or the Boar’s Head. 

Concerning his ordinary talk we only 
his family by his gaiety, even amidst the 
In that terrible year 1793, when England 
in the death grapple. Lady Chatham refe 
spirits ” ; and she speaks of him as not 
whom rested the destinies of kingdom 
explains the source of this buoyancy of 
ness of his intentions and the strength 
from feeling any oppression from the wei 
Here we see the secret of that cheerful] 
friends. His high spirits were in part, n 
him by the ever confident Chatham ; but 
the outcome of his own conscious recti 
came the brightness and sincerity whic 
versation as also in his life. Another ( 
Wilberforce insisted was his strict truth! 
attributed to his self-respect and to tl 
nature. Yet there was no taint of priggis 
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question, nor yet holding forth like some others [Windl 
here hinted at]. He was always ready to hear others as ^ 
to talk himself.” ^ 

Obviously, then, Pitt’s conversation was free from so 
the defects which mar the efforts of professional talker 
never used the sledge-hammer methods by which Dr. Jc 
too often won an unfair advantage; he scorned to make 
feigned incidents or grossly exaggerated accounts whereb} 
small wits gain a passing repute. His speech, in private 
public, seems to have resembled a limpid stream, the i 
overflow of a mind richly stocked and a nature at once 
and affectionate. 

Sometimes the stream raced and danced along, as a 
from an entry in the diary of George Selwyn, in March i; 

When I left the House, I left in one room a party of young mi 
made me, from their life and spirits, wish for one night to be 
There was a tablefull of them drinking— young Pitt, Lord ] 
Berkley, North, etc., singing and laughing a gorge deployee\ s 
them sang very good catches; one Wilberforce, a M. of P., ss 
best. 

This is only one of many signs that nature had besto\ 
Pitt social gifts and graces which under more favour abl 
ditions would have made him the centre of a devoted ci 
friends. True, he was too shy and modest to figure as a pi 
Dr. Johnson; too natural to pose as did the literary J 
Strawberry Hill; too prudent to vie with Fox as the ch 
and gamester of a great club. But in his own way and in li 
sphere he might have carried on those honourable trai 
whirh havp thp life of 5^1*. Sten^len^s with literal 
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in quick succession the dispute 
which, after two false alarms, 
such a period how could a d( 
his faculties, either political ( 
nature Pitt showed signs of th 
premature and incessant strair 
his country of the full fruition. 


CHAPTER V 

THE PEACE WITH AMERICA 

Since the accession of our most gracious sovereign to the thr 
seen a system of government, which may well be called a reij 
ments. — Junius, Letter to the Duke of Grafton, 8th July 1769. 

James I was contemptible, but he did not lose an America 
grandson sold us, his younger lost us — but we kept ourselves. 1 
run to meet the ruin— and it is coming. — Horace Walpoli 
ember 1781. 

I N the autumn of the year 1781 occurred a series 
which brought Pitt for a time into open opposit 
King. As we have seen, he had not hesitated to invite 
to enter the path of Economical Reform which was 
odious to him. But now the divergence of their c 
seemed hopeless. For if Pitt inherited the firmness c 
and Grenvilles, George III summed up in his persor 
nacity characteristic of the Guelfs and the Stuarts, 
firmness, the blending of which with foresight and h 
produces the greatest of characters, was united in C 
with narrowness of vision, absorption in the claims c 
a pedantic clinging to the old and traditional. Co 


WILLIAM PIT 


98 

intriguing woman, who instilled into hin 
as well as reign. That advice accorded v 
nature, which, though torpid, was yet mas 

As will appear in the sequel, George II 
istics which made him a formidable o] 
mental endowments was partly made u 
character, and still more by his determine 
he was dogged — a quality dear to the Bri 
private virtues, his homely good sense 
generally genial, and a courage which ne 
in many ways a pattern king for a pla 
times. 

Unhappily for him and his people, t 
ordinary. Like his contemporary, Louis 
an intellectual equipment wider than that 
model country squire. In a period re: 
others for the infiltration of new ideas, nei 
ate monarchs had the least skill in reading 
But, while the royal hunter of Versailles a 
defects as frequently to lean too much on 
waver, his equally Boeotian brother of W 
belief in his prognostications (save someti 
and scorned to change his mind. This h 
in a letter which he wrote to Pitt on 21 
chiding his Prime Minister for complyii 
Opposition, he continues: 

My nature is quite different. I never assent 
is proposed is right, and then I keep [su]; the. 
destroyed by afterthouerhts. which on all 
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in the j)lace <»f the haplt^ss IhuirhiHi wluist' varillatinus 
cl evcrythint( in the metnnrahle %pnn‘: nt' 
cjti’tain in«‘ittt‘rs (yc'or|»t? Ill shinvinl jn'fMt ahility, II lu'was 
slatesnKin» lu^ was a skillcii intri?*iUT. Shc*lhurur, hittis«*U 
-€) in that art, rattMl the* Kinjfs nuwc'r-* hi;^h, statin;; that 
1 C fanhliarity cf his intcaisnirsc- he ubtaifir J \aHir funfitl 
irneurc't! fn^in ynu yi»nr npiniuu uf<iititnent puhUi tharai 
ful then availcul hitnsrlf nf this knowhsiy^f* t*i %uw 
^ FurtluT, the skill ainl yritiiuu'ity with wlurli hr pnllr^t 
ires at c'lrctiinis is a^ttahshiu!;. N<» Hriti .h ntMuati h h>r- 
him in his knu\vlrd|y* uf t!u’ mean*, hy whi* h 4 la%*-r% 
cliviiluais eouhl he ** |,y»t at,*' Siaur m| his hiin ■. nu thr\«* 
ts, es{Kn:ially that tm the masi <4’ nuduny up fur Ihr had 
' cast Ihr l‘*ox in the latnuus Westmirister hdm tiMn ut fy.s.i, 
i>ne t<} think that thnif<»e III missed his VMtali*«n* wJii* h 
havtt been that id tdea liMiierrine ayeni mI tlie luty party. 
. h lu: ahiu»st suts erdfsl in makiny Wnul .^a and ya jamrs's 
;nhiuarters tifthat lat timi/ 

j )ite his private* virtues, hf* i.ufdy atia* he'd ne*n U* him hv 
s n|* alfetiimi ami drvntinn the maik»d a nan and -.ri 
inn*. I lis rrlatinns lu lus s^m-. were the e , and aJl 

lUsit'rs, exi ept, per hap'., Addinyt^as, Irp him mu tmas that 
xul tin (lislikr* it nut hM-aditv. rtif- siyn-. mI ths" i*»va! ife. 
rcMas Jimins justly Mhsm vr,! Im the Uula' mJ ttialt^ea urre 
Jly in prupurtiiin tu thr* vihihtirs and nUrytitv mJ tfjr Mm 
M'his sinyidar Ciindui t mav }»e irtrned t** the piMUanut 
tl uf the Kiny whirh h-d him In view P**liti« s sotrly inan 
II stamlpuint, Im tissit lyveimneiii as the ati >4 niamptita! 
liy mesuts nf titles, plat f*s, ami mMuer/and t*j|rya{d{ns 
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appeared in his remark to Lord Malmes 
Illumines (the Jacobins of Germany) “wi 
the Jesuits to overthrow all governments 
was the mental equipment of the monarc] 
the fate of the Empire. 

On Sunday, 25th November 1781, ne^ 
which sealed the doom of Lord North's 
with rather less than seven thousand me 
the Franco- American forces at Yorkt 
not heavy enough to daunt a really uni1 
Britain of that year, weary of the strugg 
of its justice and its utility, the effect 
North, on hearing the news from his ci 
Germain, received it as he would have 
his breast" He threw up his arms and p 
room, exclaimed wildly: “Oh, God! it is 
may believe Wraxall,^ was the ejaculatio 
terly had been the unwilling tool of his so’' 
of the American colonists. 

While Lord North, the Parliament, 
desirous of ending the war, the King st 
pressed opinion, that it would be total ru: 
give way in the struggle, seeing that a gre 
to “ moulder " must be annihilated.^ He 
to his post, and allowed the King's spee^ 
autumn session to be only slightly altere( 
ran as follows: 

No endeavours have been wanting on m 
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First Lord of the Admir.ilty, tlu- Ivirl <if Sandwi. 
unfair. They were little ia..ie th.ni tt)..vei! 

and ho was respuiisilrlr ultiin.Uely lor the h.ei »«■!! 
artny anrl navy, and w»ts »i(iie iati'>e lor the t>'iitiii 
war. No one iinayined su Koindly woite uu .jti 
17S1) that tire war would j’.o on alter the di .aster at 
In tlu' eiisltiny debates on the -.{K-e»h, I 

effective attack on Ministers, ni.braiilsni: them wit 
.sistoney of their .statements ami the ob.t maty m 
.shroiuled their plans, h’or himsrll, with hss j»ro|..ui 
a.s to the ne«-d t»l' [nomplly terminatiny. the wat 
them to state clearly what line *.1 la.mlmt they mea 
This last challenyo wettt home Imause the hmytiaj'* 
was ojteidy inconsistent, that of the l.oid .\dv«« 
heint; hanlly tlifferent from the \iews IteUl by the 
In fact it was now said th.ti there weie three js 
Government benches the Ktin;'-., l.oid Noith'., 
Duntlas, shatliuy off horn w.n J .>rc,'r.i«ic to -.onretl 
ciliation with Antetic.i, 

Nevertheless, the Ibai.e fas I’o\ wrote in hr. 

" tenacious of j.l |»rir4* 4inl 4l In '4 

(iiivcrninrnt hy '.uhNtaulinl , Ini! a Iv|4 ^ 

like Sf*hvyn wn»lr c-atly in f'siiln't itusl il lb*' s 
cuiuliiTt nl' thr MiiUNliy wnr n *4 i 
unthnir. Nrrv4ni’«nrNT uIhhi! Iiin -anruiir nsAfIr il 
j>ru|>hrt. XmI uiily %v4g ihr inniuilly tnr.jksiH: 

tlic {JpiJCisitiuH .n lUH/ urll |M|*rltirf 1 

rt’HuU nf thr V*»rk!MVVii «h'^4'4rr. i inly n skiv 
Shrlhurnr, thr Irn^rr tsf ihr t 'hnltuiiiilr’^t, h4»t in i 

♦ *•4 > ln"* s li f Isir* W L 
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North and Germain began to whisper tog€ 
little placeman, Welbore Ellis, who was 
down his head to listen. At once Pitt ex« 
until the unanimity is a little better restor 
the Nestor of the Treasury has reconciled t 
the Agamemnon and the Achilles of the A 
Little by little Lord North's majority dw 
to a single vote on 22nd February 1782, w 
brought forward a motion for the termina 
the renewal of the motion five days later, 
scene of great excitement, declared againsi 
to 215. The Ministry, under pressure fro 
for a few days, and, on 8th March, ever 
censure by a majority of ten. 

Pitt, who was one of the tellers for the n 
the House, in the course of a fighting spe 
notable words: “For myself, I could not e 
a new administration; but, were my doin^ 
reach, I would never accept a subordinat 
authority of Admiral Keppel, his neighbou 
said to have repented immediately of thi: 
have wished to rise and explain or mitigate 
must surely have been only momentary. ! 
was essentially methodical. His feelings, 
lightest jests, were always completely undei 
fore impossible to regard so important a sts 
whim of the moment, or to the exaggeratio 
or unskilful speaker is often guilty. Still 
that he seriously intended to explain away 
an action would have been wholly repugns 
characteristics — pride. The declaration wi 
come of his unwavering self-confidence and 
Ministry which could be formed must be si 
If so, his conduct was well suited to brin 
a time more opportune than the present, 
that a monarch so masterful and skilled in i 
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time was an alternative far preferable Xa that t»f retij 
Hanover — a su|.(|^estH)n which lie unt e mure tfirew uist t 
North. When the struuitle betweett (‘r(»wri and 
come to its scxtmd phast% it wonld lie thne fur a ii 

to take a leaclin[( place. 

A crisis became imminent furthwith^ un Huu^»r 
infj a declaratiun that it wuuUl cuieatler as enemir^i 
Majesty and to this cuumry all whu shuuUl aclvise at I 
means attempt tlie further prusecutiun uf uffrmave war 
continent of America/* By this Art tlie C*nmniun% re.r 
their undoubted right of amlrullinn the prerugative t4 llie 
even in the tpiestion of peace wMr/ d hr tlerlaraliun 
preliminary ttj impeachment of Ministers in rase they sb 
.sisted in defying the House. 

It also let! the Ring, on i ith March, lu send his rhampi 
Chancellor, laird Tluuhnv, to ttmsult with Lord K»a kit 
The leader of the oltUial Whigs knew that he had the g.i 
his hands, and stmfdU to dictate tlir conditions on wtiiHi 
he would fortii an administration. Htry wnr as h 
“ American Imlc^pendcmce; no \“rto; Ivstahli duiirnt Bill, 
parts of Contracttirs Bill; Cttsiom Hmisr anrl L\Msr, rO 
Bcace in general, if possible; IL onoiny in rvrty brant h/' 
King demurred to these terms, ami alter eiglit day-- the ax 
laiisctL Meanwhile Ia?rti North's po-dtiMn in the Hoir 
liecoming inttderable, and on March hr aniaamn 

re.signution of his Ministry, Ongoing to take Iravr m| ihr 
he was greeted by the following charactriisfis' wools 
member, my Lord, that it is you who flesrii mr, m4 I you 

Most sovereigns wouhl mnv have accr|i|ri:f driral. 


national policy, which, while furthering t 
also made for the greatness of the Empi 
protests against the continuance of the wai 
voice, as Chatham had done, against a c 
the tie uniting the colonies to the mother! 
seem to us now unpractical in view of 
things. Certainly, if we may judge by tht 
Pitt, he had overshot the limits of the < 
which his chief still observed. 

Nevertheless, the Chathamites, albeit a 
group, indeed scarcely a party, might now 
between the throne and the Whig magna 
King, during an interview with Shelburne, 
his dislike of Rockingham, proposed that £ 
a Cabinet with Rockingham as head, Shell 
mediary between the King and the Primi 
burne knew that he could not stand witho 
Whigs, the latter had their way at nearly < 
most reluctantly consented not to veto An 
— a matter on which Rockingham stood 
personal matters, on which George III set 
succeeded. He refused to see Rockinghar 
Prime Minister ; he insisted on keeping his 
low, as Chancellor, and he fought hard tc 
of the royal household unchanged; but, 
North, “ the number I have saved is incr 
them was Lord Montagu, the governor of 
Horace Walpole dubbed the King’s spy or 
and the only man in whom he (George III 
The same sharp critic noted that the King 
success, the only artifice in which he had 
of sowing discord. He had openly showi 
Thurlow were his men in the Cabinet; a] 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, said 
belonged partly to the King and partly t( 
very limited sense in which the Whigs wer 

thp nffirm! Whio-Q '^nnorfif cnririorf rkf 
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largely to nullify the vii the Whii^^ by ft*uu*ntiii|» 

in the Cabinet, So ustutt^ an intiijtuer Shrlhuuir u a . « 
to chafe at the asceiulaiuy of Koekinghaui: aii«! 
tactics, while hunuli«Tting thr Prime rnubirt! Shf- 

secretly to arrange matters aecr>rtUr\g tt* the royal br*hr»4v, 
burne hehl the secretarj'ship for Home Aflairs whit h thru f 
with it a su[)ervisi(»u of the cKerutive at Huhliii t .eah 
also brought in Dunning (rnnv ereated Duol ,\‘ili!nsi|Mn w 
the knowletige tif Rockinghatnl as ilianeellor ol the t Hu 
Lancaster; uiul it has been ast'ertained tfjat lie “,oiighi !*» fi 
Pitt in the C^ihtnet with some lugh oldie. Wliirli «4tiie t 
to have is not dear; but Lady tduilhain wrote to Sbelbni 
2«sth March in terms which imjdtrd an oflice i*i c'alnnrf 
Here, however, Riickingham priaestril with am 

result only the Vh:e^*rreaMirer‘dnji tif Ireland was tdliun 
an of!ke which by his jn'rvi*»us tIrcUuation he had Umn 
self to refuse/ His e’xclusion liom ihr’ t 'abiuet by the mil 
of the t»fikial Whigs served to alieuale turn Irian itiai part 
brought him more in contait wnh men who u^ur iK^gmn 
figure as sttpptirters of the royal incaogaHvr. 

As a private member, Pm gave Ins *ai|i|i.at to ihr 
Ministry; and otj Aprd hr made a bisfi tail trlliuy 
fur unanimity, ‘HViUn whit lj llw %alvali-n m| the uatiMU 
alone la: Impcil for/* rertainly the ^Mmegiy nrrdrd ihr 
of all patriots, I iu! prestit^e o| Hrilam wa‘i at the havr-i 
Ikaten alike in the New World and in the i^leiliirra .iuraig ' 
Minorca had recently been ireoverrd by ihr hiMJiuml 
seeinetl at tlie end of Imr resourt'es. Irriand wscs m a 
veiled tebelliim, I he Pai'ii#mieni ai llnblin miaiuiiiMUsI 
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did not speak on the subject, 
change, which in the circumst 
aroused in Ireland a storm of 
liament voted the sum of £ic 
For the present, then, the Irish 
cost of many difficulties in the 
About the same time, the clc 
over Britain's navy cleared aw 
which Rodney gained over tl 
Grasse near Dominica on 12I 
West Indian colonies and res 1 
ocean. Equally fortunate was 
attack on Gibraltar by the Frer 
about the relief of the garrisor 
the prolonged and desperate 
seize the key of the Mediterrar 
The spirit of the nation rose 
burne brought forward a Bill fo 
came to little, probably beca 
George Gordon riots had arous 
it took effect in some quarters 
more important Volunteer Mo 
It is remarkable, as showing 
towards civil affairs, that he 
solely on the cause of Parliame 
this topic at a time of nation; 
action of another statesman a « 
that, when Mr. Gladstone intrc 
he was warmly reproached b 
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lie then pointed out some of 
t'xistin^ system. There were som 
tn* iiVssnlutely possessed, by the Tr( 
was contested solely by a great 
inhabitants in their own right. Sc 
is the classical instance] had on 
Unvtis, 

in ihv lofty possession of English f 
ri|.;ht to bring their votes to market 
HtiuT proptrrly, and no other stake in i 
|uu-r whirh lh <7 procure for their vot 
fluiA/mms of all. So far from consult 
in ihr liunre which they make, they 1 
|uui''h.isfr. . . , U is a fact pretty we' 
h;i«l iin If'ss than seven or eight mei 
Slate it\ enmity with this com 
poji no- a party of men to actforther 
fie inbc-rs ot that Iloiusc? 

Till then warned the Common: 
iiriyju sotjn lic found to be as stre 
yjiiwn with our growth, they ha( 
¥ur years they h»ad maintained : 
wurkcnl rnin to the Empire. Fii 
mI his father on this great su 
In -uUisfy the longings now wi< 
kiniplum. which must carry the 
fli-i h was loudly cheered. 
ShiT-ridau also seemed to carry tl 
hamer ease's, the undercurrent < 
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Ministry, anti the the nlti Whi|t f.unii 

to failure liis secmul efhnt in this tlirertion. Nut !« 
of ytstrs was su favuurahle an upjturitim 

anti tlicn it was a new Iiulustrial Isnj^huui whit h In 
the trammels of an ohhwurhl rr|ireM*ntation. 

Undaunted l)y this rebuff, hr sjinkr on t;nh May 
the mtititm of a veteran rehnnirr, Ahirrman S*m 
sluwtening' the tiuratitm td rarUaiiiritls. Only «mr < 
ments has tanne down tu us, namely his tajnirtui 
Septennial Art placed multir influetu r in the haiul'M 
as ajifiearetl fnnn the f^ppo^itiuii whirfi 

of political purity had alway'* olirrrd the irj 
measure. spi»ke for t(ie motion; Init Hurkr, wl 
persuaded to alisent himself from the eaihrr deb. 
Ituise the vials of his wrath af^ainst a krlf*rm of l\ 
whatever shape it came. Sheritlan dr^ htm ; 
Ihtt in a scream of passifm/* with the assertion ilia 
was just what it fUiyht to hr, and tlmt all «. h4ni;e w^ 
to the wcrlfare of th«' natimn 

Hurke's diatribe pirpares us Imi the pail whul 
durinit the Freiah Revolniiun. 'Ihr man wh*» dr 
fection in a ParhamrnCary sysirm, in win* S^oitai 
4,tx.K) voters and 45 inrmbrrs, wlnlr to i oiin-ih vdl.e 
38 memhrrs; in whnh the iHikr of Nortotlv *Mui 
memlier?n and the Nabtdt #i| Arroi or H, while 
Leeds, Hhefhrld, ami liirminyjiam rrmatnrd pulans 
stirh a man miyjd wrl! rripird tlir l^'rrm h rr%s 4 n!iot 
ahlcHt ariiiiteris ol rum** that the ivorld had rvr 
tirade against short rarliainents tarricti the Hoys 
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second letter the young statesr 
that committee proposed to < 
their behalf. These facts and 
duced by Erskine during his d 
of sedition early in the Hilar 
highly effective and probably ( 
sentence. The whole incident 
contrast between the earlier ; 
which was to be produced by 1 

Pitt did not speak during th 
which alone of all the reforn 
Parliament in 1782. They wei 
excluding all contractors from 
revenue officers, dealt a blow 
ruption.^ By the other Act s 
about £yopoo a year, were sv^ 
influence against both measure 
by every means to defeat the fc 
the Economy Bill was shorn o 
by the action of Shelburne anc 

The difficulty of common 
cussion of a Bill for the repref 
June). Pitt spoke in favour o 
Fox opposed it. This was the 
in opposite lobbies, though the 
intercourse between them. T1 

Their relations were destin 
event which opened another p 
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once referred the prf>posaI in his cfdlcaijueN, csuly 
rejected by the <d!icial Whiipc Four of' Rnckinyji 
decided friends in the C'alnnet F'nx* the Dukt' of 
Lord John (Tivemiish, aiui Admiral Keppel <lern; 
the Duke of Ptnthuul shtniU! Im IViitu: MinisttT 
proposal was doubly objectiunabtc; first, because th 
then appeared fnun his ronduet at Dublin Castle, 
insight and iuj strength of t haraeter; secondly, beeau 
posul itsedf was seart.*rly eonstitutiomd ; fur the King 
still has, the right to select his Prime Minister, N< 
Shelburne cunserUetl to refer the projmsal iu Ceurg 
ernf^hatically rejected it* Thereupon Vox and I 
Cavendish rcHigncd; Shelburne inulertiKik to furm ai 
tration and oflered the Chancetlur-ihip of the 1 
vacated by Lf»rd John Cavendish, iu William Pitt, 
accepted it* 

The other chief changes were that Thomas Ttjvvns 
to became I*orii Sy«lnryi itiuk the Secretaryship «d 
by Shelburne, whilc^ l*‘ux w.ks siui reded asSe« iriary i 
Affairs by Lord (iraniham, *ind the Dukr^ t»t ptnt 
Lieutenant of Irclaml, fiy Karl ‘remple. iUnke am 
marked their attaclunmt to the Wings by resigning 
ordinate unices. It was in f,u e uf *4b!r, rlutpienl. *UHi e 
men like these that Pitt tuuk up the burden of u 
with the virtual Iradri ship of the Iluiisr of i\nutn 
age t»r twenty liner. 

l*he rmuluct of F*ox ami Ids friends in resigning 
hotly arraigiieil. A debate tin their acliufi in voting a 
a year to c'ulonrl Barren turned mainly on 
(juesticai ( 9 th July], Kox, cuiHeieajs that Bane's p 
a Idot on Ministers wht» had |iusrd as champiims o 
retorted fiercely on his rrities, declaring Sltelhiirne i 
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Had Fox been satisfied with defendii 
the ground of disagreement with Shelb 
his relations to the Chathamites migh 
But the attack on Pitt’s chief was so vi< 
rejoinders. General Conway defended 5 
of apostasy, and stated that it was 
George III of the need of recognizing 
American colonies; also that the differ 
and Fox on that point were merely difi 
Pitt expressed his regret at the resign ati 
it in the main to a dislike of Shelb 
policy. For himself, he said, he com| 
earl, and if he were called upon to serv 
ment was not yet confirmed) he would 
capacity and to the utmost of his pow< 
were further discounted by the fact th; 
did not resign their seats in the Cabine 
On reviewing the action of Fox ai 
seems impossible to acquit him of the c] 
and bad temper. His charges against t 
respecting the details of the negotiatioi 
and America have been refuted, or a 
eminent authority.^ Fox must have k 
that Shelburne had induced George ] 
dependence of the American colonies— 
highest order; and if on matters of deta 
him, and thought him insincere, medd 
to the King, it was his duty to remair 
friends so as to curb those tendencies. 
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valley of the Mississippi,^ served some^^ 
British fury kindled by the War. The A 
long been discerned at Westminster, tl 
using them as pawns in their game fo 
British Empire; and their envoys resoh 
their engagement not to treat separal 
England. The preliminaries of peace, sig 
accorded to the young Commonwealth 
boundary on the west, and the larger pa 
the north, together with fishery rights ^ 
these terms, including that of the inde; 
were provisional, taking effect whenever 
with France and Spain. 

The negotiations with France and Spa 
by the ill-will now existing between th 
the United States. The relief of the garrii 
Howe further disposed them to abate th( 
hand, they knew of the difficulties of the 
general desire of the nation for peace, 
in a complicated state at the end of the ] 
from a statement of Shelburne that during 
from summoning Cabinet Councils in ordei 
Ministers had indeed differed sharply, 1 
whether Gibraltar should be handed back 
on that of the indemnity. The King ai 
have Porto Rico and West Florida in e 
Grafton preferred Porto Rico and Trini 
Keppel (probably also Pitt) objected to 
fortress which had been so stoutly held 
siege.® 

Such was the state of affairs when, or 
ment reassembled. On the next day Pit 
which exposed him to a reprimand fi 
Shelburne. Fox pressed Ministers to de 
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meaning* of the provisional agreements made with tl 
commissioners was the unqualified recognition of the 
ence”; and it would form part of the treaty with th 
powers/ Here he overshot the mark. That recogniti( 
on the conclusion of treaties with France and Spain, 
therefore, sent him a rebuke through Shelburne, a 
ever, “It is no wonder that so young a man shoulc 
a slip” — We cannot regret the occurrence, for it 
anxious Pitt was to have that great question settled 

In the ensuing debates Pitt sharply retorted on 
quoting from “ Hudibras,” had accused Ministers of 
King speak — 

As if hypocrisy and nonsense 

Had got the advowson of his conscience. 

The son of Chatham showed something of his 
reprobating the unseemly jeer of the speaker and d( 
he repelled the further charge of hypocrisy “wit! 
contempt.'^ A retort courteous, or humorous, wouL 
more in place after Burke's raillery; but Pitt, thoi 
private, rarely used this gift in the House, probabl] 
wished to be taken seriously. In this he succeedec 
name he was leader of the House of Commons, 
keeping together a majority was extremely difficult ; 
ing to Gibbon, the Ministry could command only 14c 
as many as 120 voted with Lord North, 90 with P 
drifted about as marketable flotsam. The situation b 
still late in the year, when rumours began to fly abo 
and Lord North were about to join their discordai 
the overthrow of the Ministry. 

In these circumstances the Shelburne Cabinet r 
greatest possible service by holding on to office, 
pressed through the negotiations with France, Spain, c 
Ultimately, the preliminaries of peace were signed 01 
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On the other hand, they gave back to Br 
St Vincent, St Kitts, Nevis, and Monts( 
islands of Miquelon and St Pierre en 
firmer footing in the Newfoundland fish 
back Senegal and Goree to France; wh 
conquered by us, were likewise restor 
largely than France. She retained her 
Florida and Minorca, and she acqui: 
recognizing the reconquest of the Bah 
Dutch ceded Negapatam but recovered ' 
ditions were ultimately ratified by tl 
(3rd September 1783). 

Terms so favourable could not have 1 
Court of Versailles felt the need of pea 
shattered finances. It was the shadow 
of 1789 which warned Louis XVI and ” 
their adversary while they were in the 
theless, the Shelburne Ministry deserve 
making head against internal difficultii 
which were far less burdensome than t 
by the Seven Years’ War. 

This is the light in which they are reg 
when the spoils of office rather than ] 
words and votes of members, the detaiL 
welcome opportunity for undermining 1 
seemed to be in difficulties. The waven 
those who were chafed by the overbes 
diplomacy of Shelburne, began to lej 
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was impossible to bring them in without him. It rem 
to seek help from the Foxites. Here the bitter pe 
between Shelburne and Fox complicated the situa 
both for Shelburne, Fox, and Pitt. But before the fig 
Parliament on the burning topic of the hour, Pitt made 
to bring in Fox (nth February). He acted with th( 
Shelburne and with the knowledge, and probably tl: 
permission, of the King. 

Few private interviews have been more import 
depended the fortunes of the Ministry, and to som 
the Empire. If it succeeded, the terms of peace wer 
pass through Parliament. An alliance would also 
between two political groups which had almost the 
and were held apart only by the personal pique of tl 
A union of the best elements of the Whigs and the C 
would tend to curb the power of the King, maintain 
of the flag, and secure the passage of much-needed re 
defeat, or at least the postponement, of these ssl. 
must necessarily result from persistence in the mis- 
For the two men themselves that interview was fi 
grave issues. The repulse of the natural affinities 
to doom one of them to an unnatural alliance or 
opposition. 

It must have been with a keen sense of the imporl 
crisis that these able men faced one another. The in 
soon over. Pitt stated to Fox the object of his visit; 
the Whig leader asked whether it was proposed that 
burne should remain First Lord of the Treasur 
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the man whom for thirteen years he had 
ment of corruption and tyranny. They a 

that nothing more was required to be done in 
the Crown by economical reform, and that 
every man should follow his own opinion, 
the King should not be suffered to be his o 
replied: ‘‘If you mean there should not be 
ments, I agree with you. I think it a very ba 
be one man, or a Cabinet, to govern the 
measure. Government by departments was r 
found it so, and had not vigour and resolution 
King ought to be treated with all sort of resp< 
appearance of power is all that a King of this ( 

They then began to consider the questior 
offices, and finally decided to oppose the 1 
the King expressing thankfulness at the j 
Thus was formed the famous, or infann 
With the policy of reducing the governir 
it is impossible not to feel much symp; 
hitherto governed England without mi 
except from Chatham and Rockingham, 
obstinacy were the chief causes of the A 
now know that during four years he ha- 
that work, despite his remonstrances. But i 
the new alliance to the public. A shiver c 
the nation when it transpired that Fox h; 
the man whom he had threatened to impc 
sion was never to die away. 
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that his prrscnt coruluct hupdt^ssly iinpairetl 
refurtnrrs, tn what was at all times mi uphill 
whole incident brings intt» sharfj relief the c 
acter, which* while rich in enthusiasms, ever 1 
so freciueiUly let! him tt» a reckless use nf 
means for the cumpassinit tifemls in ihemsrl 
In this instance his recklessness was Xa hla 
lie seems mtt to havt^ ctmsideretl the general 
tu he createtl by his facile uninn with a Inni 
But the publi«% always prone t«t harsh 
inconsistencies, at once inferred that he jtufi 
order hi rrvrnitetl on Shelburne for stune ] 
mainly with the view of sriat«iun|t at the swi 
he had tif late Uiuitartumtably cast aside, ! 
<Hldly to blend all that was ftiulislt in waywar 
cunninit of an uiiscrupuhuts politician, lit 
arguetl that such extremes as Vax ami Na.»r 
under the ovrrmastrrin|.^ pre^Nure of i^reed; 
patriots the t 'ualition of 17K t srrmrtl tn pli 
into the oU! s!oU|th of setlishiiess from whitl 
dutiliam liad raised her. 

l‘he name of dtathani reminds us t*f the 
175/ he franictl with his loriiirr opponent, 
castle. *rhe two rases have imleed been ct 
have very little in t-oniimm. *rhrn the very es 
wa?i at stake. She wsis in the midst of a wsi 
grossly mismanaged; and the union of the 
of the age witli the mainpulalor of patronage, 
only means of av«iiiiing a national disaster, 

1*^ i.it » 1*1 'it :s “ til*-* .» -if 
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Northites in tlie I^ower Ilnusc, North s 
of the re-straint which Ijecanu: a man so 1 
the present humiliations. Ih; raslcniHl i 
the treaty— the cession of Minorca aiul t 
and the ab.scnce of any guarantees lur tlw 
Where he trod with measured stejis, .Shei 
in with frothy violence. Sheridan <lcchired 
quished completely everything that wasgUi 
country"; and his chief brande<i it as " the 
disgraceful peace that ever this country had 
ing to the umlerstanding with Nortli, which 
Fo.'c defended it by (pioting the phrase, " .A 
inimicitiae placabiies." ' 

Pitt’s speccli, in reply to Kux, was not 
efforts, aiul Ministers were left in a minoril 
celled himself, however, four days later di 
vote of censure brought against the Arhnin 
colleague. Lord John Cavendish. The at 
made under cover of a series <if resoluti‘< 
House of Commons accepted the peace, wl 
cessions made to t»ur enetnies to he exce 
better terms for the American l.oyalists. 
usual ardour in favour of these mutually d 
After declaring that all who ltK>kcd at the 
" blush for the ignominy of the national ch. 
to defend his alliance with Lord North, 
were now changctl; tltey hatl to deal wi 
Shelburne, who was " in his nature, habitiu 
enemy to the privileges of the jK-oplc." 
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vanished. In u speech t>f three huurs he tnivt^rscd 
grtiunti tif the treaty ;uh1 rcviewrtl the situation hruui; 
the recent inunstmus (‘ualiiicnn lie ftnj|,^ht hard Inj 
which the present resuluti<jns iinperilletl, aiui still 
the maintenance ef the hnncmrable tradilinns tif pub 

After briefly advertini^ in the strange [uirt new 
Fnx, he rtintinued in terms which shnwetl that 1 
mere tn the nation than tu Parliament* 

The triuruph'i tif party, Sir, with which this self apfunt 
Kerins so highly ehar, shall never seduce me tn any inruns 
the husicst *ui?4pictun slmll presume in glance at, I will ne 
{mlitical enindies wiihuiu a pubhe caUKt% I will never 
eiuiiities wilfiuut llir publir {ipprubatiun ; luir will I lHM|ts 
ciua off in the face id' this I bmse by ime virtuous and demit 
These, Sir, the M*ber aiul durable triumphs of reason over 
pruihgatr im'fueasteneis*s of party violence: these, Sir, 
iriumple* t*l vntur over MU i eei it adi, shall In* mine, noi 
present nmiationbut ihrtnigh evny future eontlition id my li 
whii'h m* length nt lime fduUl iitmini'di, winch mr ehangr 
shall sully. 

lie then nhowcii that a t*mtinnafur^ td’ war wiutli 
jnndl aiul might Usui to national bankruptcy; tin 
were md* an at tlie rail of the Seven Year^d War, ab 
terms t»f pea* e, ant! that tln.rir mnv priipieicti were a 
as could Im expci Irti. If we had cedr«l I’Tiritla, w?e h 
the Bahamas and ProviiJrm r. While losing Ttdii. 
Lucia, we rcn'uvrred CJrenada, Uominica, St, Kitts, 
Mimtsrriat. In Afrtcsi we ntiould once more hold ^ 
tlm l»est and hralthtrsi setllcinent. The Um nf h 
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Descending to the lower levels of part> 
his opponents were aiming their shafts, n< 
the Earl of Shelburne. Their unnatural 
about by personal spite; and, he added v 

If this ill-omened marriage is not alrea 
a just and lawful impediment, and, in t 
safety, I here forbid the banns.” Finally, 
well to the cares of office, he vindicated ! 
by the traditions of Chatham, and he app 
to the nation at large in this noble peron 

You may take from me, Sir, the privileges j 
but you cannot, and you shall not, take fror 
warm regards for the prosperity of Great Bril 
honour, the happiness, the pride of my life, 
alone can extinguish. And, with this consolati 
and the loss of fortune, though I affect not t 
soon shall be able to forget : 

Laudo manentem. Si celeres q 

Pennas, resigno quae dedit 

. . . probamc 

Pauperiem sine dote quaero.^ 

A member of the House relates that whe] 
— “ et mea virtute me involve ” — he paus 
his handkerchief across his lips, and then, 
slight embarrassment, gave the final 
effect. 

The whole speech aroused an interest a 
since the time of Chatham's mighty ( 
plimented the young Chancellor on h 
which had so deeply affected every men 
stated that, though he himself was the o 

of Shelburne, Pitt framed a Bill for regulating i 
with the United States. It was sharply critic 
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had listened to that thunder with astonishment and d 
then asserted that better terms might have been gair 
ally from the Americans, and declared his belief th 
Coalition would greatly benefit the country. The t 
majority of seventeen decided for North and against 
In the Lords, Shelburne had a majority of thirtee 
victory of North and Fox in the Commons led him 
resign office on 24th February 1783. In this honoural 
ended Pitt's first tenure of office. 


CHAPTER V 

THE COALITT 

Of all the public characters of this devoted 
cepted) there is not a man who has, or who dese; 
— Romilly 2ist March 1783. 

I N politics, as in war, victories somet 
disastrous than defeats. When triu 
into ever increasing difficulties, he ma] 
good fortune; while, on the other ha 
opponents may lessen their responsibilitie 
to concentrate, double the strength of th 
Such was the case with Fox and Pitt, 
former was seen by discerning friends tc 
He owed it to an unprincipled alliance, a 
the support of public opinion. Pitt, ( 
gloriously, fighting strenuously for term 
nature of things, his successors could 1 
Accordingly, events worked for him a 
Only a well organized party can resis' 
parliamentary strife ; and it lay in the na 
of place and pension — to say nothing c 
should sunder these hungry and unprinc 
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It seems probable that ilie eretiit uf ativi%iu*^ the t 
Pitt as the new rrimc Minister rests with ShrIhurncL ( 
the idea did not originate with Henry Uuntias, as }je at 
claimed; for on Monday moriung* *?4th February 
wrote to Shcllnirne us tulhnvs; 

My Dear Loro, 

I amnut trfmiii from trouhiing yottr Lordshifi wiih a 
upon a Kuhjeet of the most seriou»i im|rtutimrr; iintl ihr 
ground tjf my uddreHsing yon uri-^es from the wc^rdH whi«ii dfi»| 
you yestenluy morning relative to Mr. Ihlt. I chd fn4 pay im 
titm tcj them when you uttered them* Intt 1 Itavr rrvolvrtl tlini 
and candidly in the course of the day yrsfrrdav, ami I e 
satisfied my own mind ihat» young m tm isj the a|i|whnimriit 
the (lovernment of the eotmiry is the «mly step ihui « an Ur lal 
present moment attended with ihr. tiuni disiiini rhaiier iif 
the tioverriment of itus eountry. . . . !!«" is {jn^ftreily nry^ 
agairrit whom no opfHeutum ean unsr r^trpt what muy hr 
from the desperation of that iatrly ulhetl who'li | 

will likewise gradually d«s |ine nil at last n udi fi.ieusi of 
lent aristiJeratieal hand who assume to thmr.rlvr-. liir ptm 
apjMunting the rulf*rs nt the kmgiloiu, I o-pral ii that I a 

the expfiimmt will siuireti $1 lloi ^^hije'ay will ny u * 

llr?o-v F 

The King warmly wrleornml ,Hhr!btif suggest 1 
fur lilt* and urged him to form a Ministry on hss ou 
The ycning statesman* far from stisniintiing le^ ihr gi. 
the miunrnt* at onre ff»resa%v ihr tliftiMihirs of ilir piop 
rcHiuested time hu rrlln iiMir Ihindas sal up with him 
that night* gning through the names of nirmt^r-^ of ttr 
and raleulating the rhaiiers of atlr*|U4le suppul In 
which Fill wrote fr* his tnoffier on the he s|»rak 

questirin ui turning on that of niimlw-rs. in Ihr ffon-jr, 
next day ami the nuu'iimg *4 the tie srrinrd j 
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of that contest of wills which only 
King strove hard to gain for his se: 
who stood between him and the ne 
young Minister with every possible ; 

Nothing [so the King wrote to Shelbi 
to depart from the ground he took, tl: 
certainty of a majority in the House ( 
undertake the task; for that it would be 
if attempted; all I could obtain was 1 
as fixed a declaration that, if he cam 
certainty, he shall decline.^ 

We could wish to know more a 
follow the mental wrestling of the 
barrister. Rarely, except perhaps frc 
met with so firm a resolve not to 
reasonably infer that the reluctance 
King sprang from a deep fund of 
Minister by sufferance of North- 
Further, why should he take up that 
Sovereign whom he knew to be the 
difficulties? Was it not better that 
tool should unravel the tangle of th 
and Fox for the present commande 
they must govern, as long as they cc 
of varied kinds, therefore, must have 
though he promised the King to c 
be sure that his resolve was virtually 

Other names were then mooted, 
Pitt and Rad Temnle: but. as Geoi 
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whole month, nothing bent the King’s purpose. It 
that he was seeking to sow discord among his oppon 
this he failed. Finally the Coalition succeeded in im; 
nominee, the Duke of Portland, on the King; but, e 
insisted that his “ friend,” Lord Thurlow, should conti 
Lord Chancellor, the duke and his backers broke off th< 
tions (i8th to 20th March). At once the King sent f 
the following curt note — the first in his long corres 
with him.® 

Queen's House, March 
Mr. Pitt, I desire you will come here immediately. 


Once more, then, the King made his offer to the you 
man. For five days he sought to bend that stubborn w 
the needs of the public service and his own resolve 
admit the Duke of Portland and North after their tre 
him. But on 25th March Pitt politely, but most firmly 
on the same grounds as before. The King thereupon 
himself much hurt at his refusal to stand forth aga 
most daring and unprincipled faction that the anna 
kingdom ever produced.” ^ Once more he talked of r 
Hanover and leaving to the Coalition the task of j 
Great Britain. But on mentioning this scheme to 
headed counsellor, Lord Thurlow, he is said to have 
the illuminating advice that the journey to Hanover 
enough; but the example of James IPs travels abroad > 
the conclusion that the return journey was more diffic 
story is ben trovato\ but we may doubt whether even ' 
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would cure the present evils. On ti 
with the relic of Shelburne's Minist 
the 2nd of April the new Ministers 1 
that function declared that he foress 
Ministry; for when Fox came up for 
turned back his ears and eyes just 
when the tailor he had determined to 
The observer augured well. Fo3< 
saddle, and Pitt's determination to sta 
their future careers and the course oi 
the man who knows, not only when 
but also how to bide his time. Tb 
Epaminondas; of Fabius Maximus, ( 
in ancient history; of Louis XI, El 
of Orange, Talleyrand, and even of 1 
proofs of the power inherent in far-s< 
refusal of power in the spring of 17 
Icon's prudent reserve in the French 
1797-8, based as it was on his de 
October 1797: “It is only with pi 
dexterity that obstacles are surmo 
attained. ... I see no impossibilitj- 
of a few years, those splendid resul 
enthusiastic imagination catches a 
tremely cool, persevering and posit 
Pitt's great speech of 21st February 
imaginative gifts and ambition of < 
office, owing to the stubborn facts of 
of those cool and calculating instir 
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held to have betrayed his Whig principles ; and his o 
astic constituents at Westminster, at his re-election 
a hearing, shouting him down several times. The 
North, the reviled, seemed incredibly base and un 
the rest. Lord John Cavendish (dubbed by Selwyn “ 
canary-bird’^) took Pitt’s place at the Exchequer; 
mont became President of the Council, the Earl 
Lord Privy Seal; and Keppel returned to the Adn 
foregoing formed the Cabinet As the King was fc 
with his man, Thurlow, the Lord Chancellor’s sea 
commission. Lord Loughborough (formerly Mr. W( 
man apt at betrayal) becoming first commissioner. 
Sheridan were rewarded with the subordinate posts 
ter of the Forces and Secretary to the Treasury 
Whig members were in the ascendant, though N 
predominated in the House of Commons. Temple 
Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland, which went, after an 
ing delay, to one of Fox’s boon companions at Br 
Northington.^ 

Wilberforce, with his usual power of hitting off 
declared that the Fox-North Coalition inherited tl: 
its progenitors, the violence of Fox and the corrupt] 
This was the general opinion. As for George L 
against this unnatural union. He could not mentioi 
without falling into the flurried incoherent kind o 
afterwards marked the on-coming of attacks of lunj 
hatred of Fox, as the man who led astray the Prir 
into the equally odious paths of gambling and 
position, fed the King’s animosity against the \ 
as the foe of the constitution. But the vials of his 
poured forth on North, for his betrayal of the roya 
lavished on him for a decade. On ist April, George 1 
Temple that he hoped the nation’s eyes would soon 



130 WILLIAM 

ttu" *^rctni o{ the Coalition was ; 
Inn arnc pit}uant in the extreme. A 
NiliKUiun must have helped, in Pii 
jwnntinerU of retiring from office. 
ta%t. Wilber force’s journal shows 
ajul a joyous visitor to Wimbled( 
spring-sowing of the flower-beds 
Iraitments t)f Ryder’s opera hat ( 
< Hher and more practical fruit 
rth*rls ftir ihirliamentary Reform, c 
was l»y the alliance of Whigs and 
A» ting tud as a [)artisan (for, just 
g amed thr House that he belong 
a imaiMn nn 7th May for the Rc 
iKtadi-n Luminn and Kent seer 
tiuAhm, and the ap[)roachcs to 
|odd.rur% uc-rr tlu*onged hy petitio 
of Kent, the householc 
thr' r!re|o4|s of Wc*stminster (the 
giral iuimbers to give weight to tli 
lizard that Kettt and Essex had, 
^ of t Munties) in favour of Refc 
In due entirse Pitt rose to bri 
that thr disasters of the past y 
|.r^‘|4r lit turn their eyes imvarc 
aii%r i 4 the evil No one could 1 
in Ihr i Mustitutiini was the sec 
r\r iird tai thr Iltaise of t'omme 
ihirv pl.iir- had been proposed, 
fiotfL a oi’ooosa 
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to every man, and the scheme was “ a mere speculativ 
that may be good in theory but which it would be 
chimerical to endeavour to reduce to practiced* 
should be noted, I'or they refute the slander that I 
from the cause of Reform in and after 1790, when 
on the Jacobin theory of universal suffrage, which h 
repudiated, 

Pitt’s second proposal of Reform was to abolish 
boroughs.” He confessed that they were deformi 
system, but he felt that they could not be removed 
dangering the whole pile. The third proposal seem 
better, namely, to add a number of members for the 
the rnctrupolis. lie summed up his contentions In t 
tions: (i) for the prevention of bribery and undue 
elections; (2) the disfranchisement of boroughs whe 
was proven ; (3) an addition to members of countit 
metropolis. The details of these |)roposaIs were to 
in a Bill, if the Resolutitms were carried, They met 
from h\)X, while their very limited character, whi 
ridiculed, commended them to Dutulas and Thom 
previously had opposed Reform.* As a pledge of 1 
Thomas Pitt offered to surrender his right.s over tlu 
ary borough of Old Sarum. 

All was of no avail. North, Colonel Luttrell, Lo 
and others declaimed against any change in the ^ 
stitutimi. The House by a majority of one hundrt 
four reprobated the dangerous spirit of innovatior 
abroad. Doubtless the demoralization of the Whigs 
inevitable. Pitt himself spoke with less than his usi 


office received a salary of ;^250 ayear, h 
in gifts, and other clerks in the same pi 
of the Post Office raised his salary of i 
by a 2 ^ per cent, charge on all packet 
method of redres.s. The expense of si 
Lord North during his term at the Tre 
one item being ;£^340 for whip-cord! B 
hoped to save the nation ;^40,ooo a 
rendered remarkable by a .speech from 
was smarting under the censure of the I 
dishone.st officials, and had betrayed 
of hi.s nature by drearily ranting until 
pulled him to hi.s .scat. He now rallied 
little pcrqui.sitc.s of little men in little 
the greatest abu.se.s to exist in the of! 
seemed to have that nice olfactory nc 
ball of horsedung a thou.sand miles 
affected by the stench of a dunghill i 
Burke, however, failed to substantiate t 
odorous simile. The measure pa.sHcd 
peri.sh in the Lords. Keppel denied th: 
at the Admiralty; the Duke of Poi 
reforms would cost as much as the 
declared that they would be highly i 
fate befell a measure, which Pitt warml; 
expenses at elections. 

In his speech on Lord John Cavendi 
a practical knowledge of finance which 
to expose the weak points of his .succi 
further pointed out the best mean.s for 
most favourable tenn.s. Hi.s reputation 
the .session; and if his speeches, after 
February, lacked brilliance, they exhib 
grasp of affairs. 

Ministers, on the other hand, lost gr 
blunders and the widenintr of the trulf 
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already so strained that the Ministry— * my son’s M 
Kin^ sometimes called it— must have ktiown the qu 
thorny. The tastes of Georjjc III beintJ as frugal as 
son were extravaj^ant, a clear understanding^ wit 
seemed the first essential to a settlement. Yet Fox ; 
porters in the (Cabinet prevailed on the other Mini 
reluctantly, to allot the sum of £ 100,000 a year to the 
that, too, without consulting the Kinj^. Accordinj^ 
Walpole, the proposal came to light during a casual ( 
between the King and the Duke of Portland on i itl 
account given in the “ I''ox Memorials ” seems, huwi 
vict George III of inconsistency^ In any case, he 
claimed against the proposal, as showing that Minis 
their ])rofessic)nH of economy, were ready to sacrific 
interests to the wishes of nu t'/^advised j*ounj^ man ” ; 
his readiness to allow the Prince ^50,000 a year fn 
last, so as not to burden tlu; public. This was the s 
himself had received as Prince of Wales; and he 
ground in |)ro()osing to support his bachelor sun c 
allowance. 

This was the mint* sprung upon the Ministry on 1 
promised to end their exisletuu*; and Intx believ 
King would seize the tjpportuuity to dismiss Minist 
l^arliamtmt, and appeal to the country tm the cry < 
paternal authority, and no miscliicf-making betweer 
.son. Doubtless he woultl have done so but for the 
comidiance of the Prince of Wales with his expre.s.s 
an act of .submission due less ttj the filial devotiem e 
than ttj his desire to save his hivouritc from a crushi 

1L, t O.. .... ^ IT........ ..... 
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in that they bound him d<»wji 
he felt no scruple in cxcmliuiP 1 
Prince ofWales's debts, and evr»t ih.*! 
in no small measure from the I*-'"- 
of June 1783. 

The Kin{T, also, as we can n»»«' **»- f 
Dropmore Papers have thrc»wu «*n rvr 
affairs more closely than ever in ••sdrj 
for the Pitts and Grenvilles, Hut hs - s 
prudence. He wa.s re.soIvcd nut t.* r !». 
another. If Pitt came in, it iistfit hr «• 
Crown. Gcorjfe saw Temple .tit**! Iss . 
of State at Dublin Castle, .uni <> •<>!» ! 
Pitt as to their ideas on a futtsre Jifaru ; 

There was one }.jrave ohjeetinn !>• 
Reform. Seeinj,' that the C.MUtson '^1 
this .subject, the Kinj; str*ivr to esi iusr 
the part of its succ:e.ssor, He 
bargainer, Thurluw, to see Pus .i-o! 
The ex-Lord Chancellor invited hj-. s 1 
on 19th July, five days after the r.:: I 
very wary in his overture-i. ,uui Pus 
that he had a very good meal, ina; Ln: 
was profu.se in hints and inmirnd- 
real value. P'ir.st he depicted tJje 
favourable to the King, who }s.id 
he admitted the I-'o.xites to t 

perhaps he woiiltl Ix-conie 1 1^4 . 

to cldd thilt thilt VV»:tN ^ 

Prince’s allowance. The •• K. 
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we sought. But that if they did, and we could form a permar 
consistent with our principles, and on public ground, we 
decline it 1 reminded him how much I was personally 
Barliamentary Reform on the principles I had publiidy explr 
I should vsupport on every seasonable occasion, I treated a 
question any idea of mea.sures being taken to extend [ Clrowr 
though Hucl\ means as are fairly in the hands of Minister 
douhtedly be to he exerted. And I said that I wished tluxsc 
I might act, and the King (if he called ui)on me) to be fully 
the grounds on which I should necessarily proceed. , * 

This is a declaration of the hig:heHt importance. 1 
was not very explicit, Pitt certainly was; and it is cl 
fathomed the intentions of George III, They were, 
use the present unsatisfactory state of thing.s as an i 
to a patriotic and ambitious young tnan to corr 
as a King’s friend,” taking up the place which Noj 
tion had left vacant. Shelving the problem of Par 
Reform, Pitt was to gt^vern ft^r the King and by mt 
influence. The young statesman saw the snartj, skilfi 
it, and let it be understood that, if he took ofllce, he v 
in on his own terms, not on tlmse of the King. F 
alliance of the (irtmvilles, and all wlm detested th( 
Mini.stry, he nembnl not io supplicate the royal fav 
more he would bide his lime, until the King sued ftm 1 
Temple in his reply warmly commended his sound 
honourable coiuluet, ackiuiwledging that Pitt was 
Reform, so king as there was any chance of success* 

A time of skilful balancir\g ntiw ensued. The 
apptnnted at Pittas independent attitude?, took Temp 
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as much to Thurlow, who passed it on 
news was well known when Pitt went 
for sea-bathing in August/ 

Other causes, however, besides the ; 
to postpone the crisis. The Cabinet, f 
was in no haste to sign the definitiv 
the interval of uncertainty to be some 
in office. There was also some hope tha 
intent as she was on plans against Turk 
and thus end our isolation.^ Thus th 
England, as well as the changing ambi 
to postpone the final settlement ; but 1 
signed on 3rd September at Versailles, 
from the preliminaries which Minister 
so violently attacked. Apart from a st 
ing of British property in the ceded 
better definition of our rights in the 
material change. The American L03 
Burke had so passionately pleaded, we 
as in the preliminary treaty. The ' 
months of bargaining secured no bett 
Spain than Shelburne had arranged, 
blamed their predecessors for failini 
agreement with the United States, no^ 
failure. Finally, the Preliminaries 
2nd September, showed that Fox, wt 
claimed against the expected retroces 
Dutch, now consented to it. Negapat; 
post, was retained. 

These actions exposed Ministers t 
consistency in ratifying conditions of 
had inveighed in unmeasured terms, 
rallied them on this topic, and then, s 
of partisan warfare, to the heights o; 
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rarliament I am acnjuainted with tho dihiouUy of tlu* bn 
will not attributu tin*, dolay hitlu-rlo to any nc*KU:ct on t 
MiniKtcns. I am willing to aMTiU* it to tiu? nature tif the* v. 
but I export that the buKineins will Mion be brought Ituvv. 
piece-meal, but that one grand j^y%ttun td’ rtmuneree, imii 
cinuimstanees oi tlu* times, will be aubmillc‘d tt> the lloui 
(’on.sideratitmd 

This is the first sign of Pitt's resolve to {j:ive efft 
teachings of Adatn Smith, and in aid in founding tm 
of our old colonial system a fabric far stntnder and nu 
cent It is further significant, as shtnving the absence o 
ness in the Opposition, that the address to the King 
for the peace was carried unanimously. 

We have looked ahead in order to glance at Pitt* 
respecting the treaties of peace emududed on 3rd Si 
let us turn to his movements during the vacation, h'i 
tiown to Hrighthclmstnne to tak(* some <lipM in the 
then struck away westwartls towards Somerset for a f 
to Lady Lhathiun at liurttm I’ynstmt. NtLxt, alics 
stay at Kingston Hall, Hankess ctiuntiy house in 1 
company with Willjerlbris: and Kliot, he rrturuetl tt 
7th Se[}ttmi)il)er in order to look into the politiral situ.i 
found that the Ministry was heang favour mainly be 
King refused to grain any peerages at their regue 
from this, however, there was in* sign of a collapHr. dli 
petrel of (jolitics, lasrd Ttuirlow, was abomd ; and Pitt 
consitlercd it tactful mit in linger about ttmm, bu 
the Continent. Before ^setting out, he attendetl tin 
St James's on luih September; and the King inc] 
time of his return ifi a rather significant manner/' ^ 

On the next day he met WiltK:r force and MHig at Ck 
and on the 12th they crossed tu Calais. He foimil ih 
to Reims more comlortable, and the appearancr of t 



tions. As a result they were 
through the London bankei 
to a grocer, whom they foun 
raisins. Somewhat crestfallc 
to their inn. Not for ten ( 
intendant of Reims, and th 
Grace was by no means an 
in Wilberforce’s letters as 
age, who played billiards li 
also met an Abb6 de Lagea 
used to entertain them by v 
To him, early in their acq 
that there, in the middle of 
that was even tolerable. T] 
at his house with the best 
hours of breezy talk. 

Pitt, so we learn from Wi 
visitors on these occasions, 
but music,” readily caught t 
he soon conversed with ease 
mots are preserved by Wi] 
inquiry about his opinion 
“ Sir, you have no politica 
affairs, you have more tha 
durability of the English c 
“ The part of our constitut 
rogative of the King and tl 
None of Pitt's sayings is n 
it was long before the storm 
the British monarchy had 
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England allowing itself to be gtivcrned by Fox* a mai 
deficient in private character^ Ibtt rciilied: ’'Ah! you 
been under the wand of the magieiaiu” Out of the vari 
lations of wit and gaiety with which Ibtt brightentn 
weeks' sojourn in France, we catch a glimpse of tl 
sparks alone. Doubtless the weakness <}f Wilberforce 
that time accounts for the Umtali/ingly meagre? enti 
diary; but, seeing how elusive a figure Fitt is, wc 
thankful even fur these slight jottings. 

Wc are therefore k?ft wurulering about the intercimrs 
the three Hnglislunen and Talleyrand, who was the 
with his uncle, the Archbishop of Reims. Of theii 
conversations— far where Talleyrand was dullness < 
dwell— we know nothing. Talleyrand and I*itt, wt? are 
structed uric anut!u?r in their intHher tongues and e 
ideas, especially on literature aiul the advantages 
Trade.^ What a subject for I .undtir, this interchange ol 
between the ablest young, men of the agt% who agreed 
essentials of pcjlitic*s ami yt^l were scum U> be fnrt rd 1 
into bitter coiillict! How tliffcrmt the future nugjii 1 
hufl Talleyrand hud tnit>ugli "*trcmgjh and *4raigditforw. 
become chic’f t)f the h'rriu h Republic! 

Thv sidy of the three friends at Reims eudefl on oil 
owing to Pitt’s desire to reach Paris in time to see Cks 
a Secretary of the Treasury, who bail been Iravellii 
Continent with Lord Thurlow. ‘There can be little douh 
hoped to hear from him new.H respecting the situatio 
don; fijr they hatl confidential amvvrsv, in which P 
over Rose completely to his sirle/ At Paris he had ii 


WILLIAM PIT 


140 

mercial and colonizing power. Strong in 
and Spain, with her friendship courted 
Prussia, Sweden, and Holland — at times b 
— France seemed to be high above the n 
The prestige of the monarchy was as yet 
of the Diamond Necklace. The factious 
ments had scarcely begun ; and the days 
at Fontainebleau must have realized tho: 
beauty in which Burke has enshrined IV 
tering like the morning star, full of life a 

By her side at Court and in the huntin 
opposite, her husband. What the friends 
in hunting attire is shown by Wilbe 
strange figure in immense boots ” Whe 
them is doubtful, for his words were evei 
bade his conversing much with foreigner, 
her usual vivacity and wit, rallied them 
grocer, at Reims. The courtiers often ( 
Wilberforce recalls), “ and he behaved v 
he was sometimes a little bored when tb 
Parliamentary Reform.^' At FontainebL 
at dinner in company with the Ameri 
Again we long to know of the converse 
men. Only one scrap survives, namely, 
Frenchman, whom his admirers term' 
worlds,'' that his principles were too dem 
the tempest burst upon Western Eur 
apparent. 

Necker, the Minister who in 1789 aspi 
and control the storm, was desirous of 
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to thi! care of a hu.sluuul who had made for himself a gi 
also could have wished for a son-in-law to whose care I ecu 
your poor father, and who wouUl feel the full weight o 
You were not disposed to give me this satisfaction. Well 
forgiven.' 

Clearly tht; match was to have been of ait clceino.'i 
acter; anti all wht) rejoice in the eager exuberance t 
Mine, tie Stacl cannot be .surini.setl at her refu.sal, ( 
young girl, to Imcoine a testamentary asset in the 
father. Whether her repugnance at the idea was furth 
by .seeing Pitt in one of his "bored" mood.s, we dt 
Indeed it i.s uncertain whether they ever met, If w« 
from the .sketch of Pitt written by Wilberforce in 18: 
wa.s mooted in the frigid bargaining manner u.sual ^ 
parents. Horace Walpole, a clo.se. friend of M. Ncck( 
to Lord Camden, who tht^re.iipon jia.ssed it on to 1 ' 
Neckers had .so mucfi respect for him that, if he 
hand of their datighter, he would not he refused - - by 
What woidd have happened when Mile, Neeker 
asked must be left to the imagination.'' 

From the charms of the Frtmch C.ourt and Iht 
matrimontul scheme.s I’itl was suddenly caUe<l awaj 
messenger bade him return at onee to London. V 
all along hoped now came to [mss. The King'.s d 
Ministers ha«! overcome all other feeling.s, and he n 
to Pitt to fr«! him from the toils of the C!oalition. 
.sjjcttl twenty-four hours in a carriage, then .suffert 
mi.serie.s of a Channel passage, and reached Lont 
OctolxT. 
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all her evils. "What! (e.xclaimec 
throw off our rarliaincnt and yi 
haps, wa.s the almu.st complete 
political .situation. The .same rat 
noted that no one, except intcrc: 
was in, or out of, office. Ili.s wo: 

Our levity is unlike that' of the F 
jest, an epigram, or a ballad. We a 
remember nothing for a moment. '1 
, . . Clan the people be much attach 
nunc? Clan they hate any man su 
In my own opinion we have no po.s 
are not .so bad as most great natiom 
no exce.ssivu vices, no raging animo 

Tile passage is interesting ii 
dubbed us fickle and alleged ou 
Addison in one of his es.say.s rcj 
fectly natural early in the. eight* 
Walpole’s critici.sm i.s remurkab 
during what he termed a time < 
the two leading natiotus, a.s it w 
gas.so Sea of politic.s after one 
.siisiiccted the npproacli of a far 
in f.ondon nor Faris had any ii' 
front. I’itt had not fully cmer 
hi.s briefs at Arras; the forsicai 
of all peoples, still stinlied tine 
Ilorute WuljKile could there! 


THE COALITION 


1783] 

state here that the Last India Company was in a depk 
condition, mainly owing to the war with Ilyder Ali and tl 
subordination and rapacity of the Cioin[)any’s servants, whii 
to abuses degrading to Britain and oppressive to the nati 
India. According to the terms of North’s Regulating / 
1773, rarliamcnt had the right of intervention in all m 
of high policy; but in one imjjortant question the Coinpan 
set its behests at naught. In April 1783 a vote of censur 
pas.sed on the Governor-General, Warren Hastings, an( 
Company was requested to recall him. The C.'ourt of Dir 
issued an order to this effect; but the Court of Proprietc 
ver.sed their decision, and Hastings wa.s left in a pusitim 
biguous and irritating to all parties. Con.secjuently dicta 
policy and the intere.sts of the nation com[)elIed I’arliann 
assert its paramount authority. 

But the manner of the intervention and the act itself 
alike extraordinary. The new India Bill was the joint w( 
Fox and Burke with some aid from the law-officers of the ( 
It has often been .said, on the .scantie.st of evidence, to have 
frametl mainly by Burke; but the clauses which abrograli 
Charter of the Fast India Comi>any and vested the coni 
Indian affairs chiefly in Parliament, bear the imprint of the 
of Fox rather than of the more cautious and conservative ,> 
man.* In strict propriety the measure ought to have origi 
with Ixrrd North. He [irivately expressed his approva 
then, alleging iiulisposltion, .stayed away from Parliame 
the day of its introduction.'* 

Fox opened his case in a speech of great power. He d 
on the ills rc.sulting from the di.sorders in the Company's s< 
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creditors in Europe.^ Their printed rej 
laid stress on the heavy charge involv 
‘‘which the wisdom of the nation has 
in other parts of the world/’ It also 
£260y6S7y the charge incurred by the C 
ance of French prisoners in the Seven Y 
further stated that, if Government w 
tensive smuggling in tea (an article 
valuable of the monopolies of the Con 
the amount would be sold by legitir 
should be borne in mind, as the Compa 
a conviction that the attack of Fox Wc 
In the rest of his speech Fox detaik 
ing drastic changes in India, and e: 
separating administrative affairs from 
Many authorities claimed that the te 
belonged in reality to the Crown ; oth( 
one point all must agree, that the Crov 
with “ a remote and difficult trade.” j 
form “ a mixed system of governmer 
complexion of our interests in India.” 
he proposed to establish a Board of sev 
ated by Parliament, for three or five ] 
term finally suggested — having full p( 
miss officers in India, and complete 
ment. The Board was to sit in Londo 
Parliament,” and the minutes of its m( 
inspection by Parliament. If this e 
proposed that in future the King sh 

1 j 
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ance of presents by the Company’s servants in Indi 
source of corruption and oppression — would be strictl 
Fox admitted that the private influence of the Cro 
its worst days, was nothing compared with that > 
India Company, and wisely abstained for the pi 
naming the seven commissioners whom he proposed 
Here was the weak point of an otherwise excelle 
and Pitt, towards whom all eyes were directed, faste 
While admitting the urgent need of reform, he def 
abrogation of all the charters and privileges of an ai 
pany under the plea of necessity. “ Is not necessii 
“the plea of every illegal exertion of power? Is not r 
pretence of every usurpation? Necessity is the a 
tyrants: it is the creed of slaves/’ Further, what 
result if that formidable political weapon, the patrc 
Company, were transferred to the Ministers then in 
finally to the Crown? On the one side it would 
grossest corruption, on the other, to despotism.^ 

Pitt, it will be seen, opposed the measure owing to 
but inevitable consequences which it would entail in 
state of affairs then existing in Parliament, where i 
some Coalition held together only with the aim of < 
spoils of office and even richer booty in the future.® 
sion of the enormous patronage of the India Comj 
up golden vistas that fired the imaginations even 
squires who trooped after Lord North. As for th( 
followers of Fox, they were jubilant at prospects whi 


Fletcher, and Robert Gregory, In Lor 
were his son, Colonel North, Viscount Li 
Elliot. 

The appointment of seven pronounctM 
of almost unbounded responsibility wi 
itself the Bill contained many excellent 
ence of governing power from the Cut 
conjunction with the Crown, on ternus 
the latter, was a bold step; but much ctii 
certainly overshot the limits of fair crit 
If Fox and North had chosen the .sev 
from among all three parties, the mou 
have been stopped. Now, however, the 
measure justified the mo.st vehement .stri 
was poured on the Bill. Two caricati 
very wide circulation, probably at the e: 
Company. One represented h'ox as f 
ruins of the East India House; the .seci 
became Pitt’s man and received a smal 
Fox as Carlo Khan riding into Delhi oj 
face of Lord North, and preceded by B> 

Pitt wrote privately to the Ocjvcrnor ( 
ing that its prestige would be enhaiv 
creditors could be arranged and a dccla 
that they would allow ample time foi 
claims.' But caricatures, .Hugge.Htions, a 
less. The same facts which di.scredited 
whetted the eagerness of the ministerial 
At the second reading Pitt briskly renc 
now had the support of William Gren 
speech, which lacked "the commandinj 
all the captivating rotundity and .spleru 
but equalled it in argumentative powi 
and Scott (the future Lord Eldon), rei 
all was in vain. Burke, in a majc.stic 
the Bill would save India from manifolc 
with righteous indignation." But materia 
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plex and far-reaching measure through the Commons b 
majority of 208 votes to 102 (3rd December). 

Thi.s was a heavy blow to the Oppo.sition, especially 
who had .said that he would fight the whole Bill, clau.se b 
Horace Walpole wrote two days later that Pitt had sli 
the contest, but that the check would do him good, da 
he had been by hi.s premature fame. Walpole also remar 
while excelling Chatham in logical power, the .son had n 
firmness and perseverance. Readers of those charmin 
will note with some amusement that in the middle of 
month, Walpole wrote that nothing but ob-stinacy p 
Pitt resigning his post as Prime Minister. After that 
gave up the rflle of political prophet. 

For now there occurred a scries of events which taught 
to wi.seacres. The King intervened in a surprising mat 
the Hou.se of Lords influence from above was sudden! 
against the interc.st.s of the nether wttrlcl George III 1 
been awaiting a fit opportunity for tripping up the hated ] 
A few weeks before, he had covered l''ox atul North will 
in front of the whole Court. Acting on the first runuu 
death of Sir ICyre Coote in India, they had prolTorcd <1 
that his ribbon of the Order of the Bath siroukl go to 
and believed that they had secured the granted assei 
Sovereign. The aspirant therefore apjrcared at the nc 
at St. James’s Palace with the officers of the Order; 
King, affecting great surpri.se at the unseemly ha.st 
minister.s in acting on unofficial information, refu.sed 1 
the ribbon, repulsed their entreaties, and po.stponcd the ce 

George wa.s now to taste the sweets of revenge in 

f’han 1 trtirl 
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— and this is an interesting point in our coi 
that the exercise of the royal veto on the . 
both Houses, would be a “ violent ” step.^ 
secretly and indirectly through the Lords. 

In order to exert pressure in the most d: 
card was written (probably in the King^s ] 
His Majesty allowed Earl Temple to say th 
the India Bill was not only not his friend 
sidered by him as an enemy ; and if these v 
enough, Earl Temple might use whatever \ 
stronger and more to the purpose.'' “ Ai 
Temple set to work to whittle down the 
His success was startling and complete, 
the spoils of the Indies paled under the 1 
royal displeasure. The fear of losing all ch 
at home, whether titular or material, sei 
trimmers trooping over to the Opposition 
success of which seemed assured, was throA 
ember by a majority of nineteen. On the 
ordered Lord North and Fox to send in tl: 
their Under-Secretaries, “as a personal in 
sion would be disagreeable to him." He 
at once to Temple, who on the day follo’' 
other Ministers their dismissal from office 
19th December, the King sent for Pitt and 
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of th< 

Thus it was that Pitt became Prime Mini^ 
his twenty-fifth year. His acceptance of c 
use of the royal prerogative is an action tl 
defence. There can be no doubt that George 
by seeking in an underhand way to influ < 
Peers. The assertion of Earl Stanhope th 
involve the infraction of any specific rul 
will not pass muster. As was ably point 
in the Commons on 17th December, th* 


so too the intervention of the Crown durinf^ the dc 
doubteclly an infraction of tlie liberties of Parliai 
not forbidden by any s[)ccific rule of the constitutioi 
contravenes the spirit of the ninth clause of the B 
which stipulates for com[)lctc freedom of debate a 
Parliament. 

The attitude of Pitt towards this question durin 
of ryth December in the Cummmis is noteworthy. 
attemi)t to defend such a use of the royal preru|> 
then first reported : he as.sertcd, no doubt with perl 
that the report was an idle rumour, of which tlie 
take no cognizance. The House did not share 
Swayed by a vehement speech of Fox, who declai 
the ** infernal spirit of intrigue” ever present in 
counsels, and charged Pitt with an underhand atte 
power, members decided by a majority of nearly 
that to report the opinion, or pretended tjpinion, t>f 
any Bill under discussion in Parliament, was a hi^ 
misdemeanour, subver.sive cjf the constitution,' 

It was in face of these resolutions that Pitt, t)n 191 
took oHice, If he looked scdtdy tt> Parliament, hi.s 
hopeless. C'onfroniing him was a hostile inajori 
under a great disap[)ointinent, and ihrcaUaiiug h 
mure his redative, Farl Tein[de, with the tumaltie.^ 
.stitutiuiu On hearing the mnvs of his acceptance 
members of the Coalition burst intei haul laughter, 
trooped over to the OppoHititJii bencltes. Scarce! 
conceal their mirth during the ensuing debates; < 
December the Houses resolved itself tutu a Comm 
sider the state of the nation. Certainly PitP.s positi( 
enough; far his triumph seiuned to be tlic result ot 
intrigue, unwortliy of the son of Chatham, and fai 
fiuence of Parliament. 1 le figured as the King*s Mil 
to ofTke by the votes of nineteen Peers, against t!i 
Commons, One can iherefiire understand the ymrsl 
Whig tradition, in which his action appeared the g 
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Parliament are subservient the 
when the majority of the Ihmst 
strongly reprobated by pul die up 
an immediate ecli[)se, In a nut d 
to api)eal from a discretlitetl Huu^ 
his son was justified in taking a st 
to the people's will at the fira 
always looked on the C tialitU»n a 
which the forms of the cunfaitutiui 
its spirit He knew that the eium 
termed “that scandaUnn alliance 
Coalition seemed mure than rvn 
pointed solely their tnvn luaniiu' 
This very fact tiamned die Iiniia 
which cared nut a jut fur parli* 
gether by hopes u{ b«olj\ Men 
against titsu’ge III now began tu t 
pn)nuunce even his la^t devirr in 
Ministers who were ab*4il tu |>rr}«' 
the century. In Icniking away IfMi 
liarnent to the will of the luriun, 
footsteps of hiH father» whu had u 
apjjeal, niid never in vain, 

Finally we must rriiieiidM’'r ttjal 
“ King's Kriend." He had t'«iir*ra 
d«nvn to the eumlitii>m» whit h 
King knew full well that hr liad I 
indcperulent nature. He had fail 
summer* when contlitions lavuinrd 
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The importance of the events of I7th-22nd Dec 
can scarcely be overrated. In a personal .sense the> 
incalculable influence on the fortune.s of Georjje II 
Burke, and many lesser men. In constitutional his 
afterwards appear, they brought about the tlevelu[) 
Cabinet and the reconstruction of the two chief pol 
in their modern forms. The happy entling of the c: 
the ship of State to reach smootlier waters and m: 
though many of her crew and all foreign beholder 
her as wellnigh a castaway. All this, and more, cl 
Ihtt’s action in tho.se days. Me knew the serious n 
emergency ; and at such a time it behoves the one 
man to take the helm, regardlc.ss of all cries as to hi 
his forwardne.s.s. Pitt had the proud confidence of Cl 
he and he alone could save the kingdom, and th 
mankind has a()plaudt;d the resolve of the father in 
1756, and the determination of his youthful son in 
dark days at the close of 1783. Ccuuluet, which in 
pliable man would have been a crime, is one of the 
to fame of William Pitt the Younger. 
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THE STRUGGI 


With tears as sovereign 
That thou, my brother, r 
In top of all design, my i 
Friend and companion ii 
The arm of mine own be 
Wliere mine his thought 
Unreconciliable, should 
Our equalness to this, 

Sh 

T he first difficulty which 
Minister was of a persor 
December, his cousin, Earl T 
forthwith retired to his domaii 
This event seemed to presage 1 
tration, which the action of th( 
to being. So assured was F( 
Templets resignation to cowar 
because the inevitable fall of i 
plained away by the action of 1 
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owing' to the loss of his letters in these importan 
we know from the Buckitighatn Papers that he v 
with political life and had claimed the award of soi 
a sign of the King’s approval of his services in Irel 
abrupt dismissal by h'ox and North. The proud 
nobleman doubtless entered int<^ the plan for the 
those enemies, in the hope bcncTititig the StaU 
the crown on his envn career. Rumtnir had alread 
him the Duketlom of Buckingham, and in this a 
jade truthfully voiced his desiresd 

The [)rominent part which he had played in the 
doubtless led him to insist on some high hont)U 
nature of the claim and its reception by Pitt we k 
for he loyally maintairmcl silence as to the cause o 
but the Earl's letter of 29th December to Pitt breath 
resentment in every line. It is the peevish outpuu 
appointed man, wlu) saw his in Ireland n 

his own wishes slighted/ 

The question arises —why did not l*itt [iress the 
cousirD Ills services in Irtdand had been valuable 
tile Prime Minister very largely (uved his present \ 
answer would seem to be that lUit Siion fcamd 1 
as to his oI)jeetional)le use of the King’s nauu* 
rejected the rimumr to that effect, anti it is esmse 
characUtr to supp(jse that, after probing the inaltt*r I 
he declined to press on the King Earl 'Pemple's 
rupture was sharp and sudden. It is even [Hissible tli 
passed between them. In any case, it is certain iha 
raise, the <iuestiun t>r a reward for the Earl’s serv 


archives, contains the official notificatioi 
honours. 


My dkak Lord, 

Your Lordship will ruceivt: from I.ord 
tion of His Majesty’s liaving given orders fo: 
your Lordship the rank of MurtiuLs. In ad 
Majesty’s favour, I have great satisfaction in 
your Lordship that, if His Majesty .slutuld 
determination, of not giving the rank of Duk 
it is His gracious intention to inchule your 
motion. I need not add how happy I am in ■ 
on thi.s occasion, nor how truly I urn at all ti 

My dear I.ort 
Your most affectionate 


Turning from thi.s pcr.sonal matter, wl 
a time between the I’itt and Grenville i 
difficulties confronting the young I’ret 
daunted an experienced .state.smun. 'I 
with amu.sement at hLs efforts.— •" Well 
he like.s during the holiday.s; but it w 
admini.stration, deijcncl upon it." vSo .s] 
blue.s, Mrs. Crewe, to Wilbcrforce on 2: 
voiced the general opinion. Yet Pitt 
next day Wilbcrforce noted in hi.s jot; 
Evening [at] I’itt’.s. Cabinet formed." 
the young chief .show any anxiety. " 
asked, “ if they stop the .supplies? ” " T 
replied his brother-in-law. Lord Mahot 
they will not venture to do." * The si 
young nobleman (afterwards Karl Sts 
correct; but Pitt had rightly fore.secn t! 
path. For the present, on the receipt 
King that no di.ssolution or prurogsitio 
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he found it desirable to pursue towards the Earl of Shelb 
long the official leader of the Chathamites. lie did not ini 
him in his Ministry, partly, pcrhaj)s, from a feeling of del 
at asking his former chief to serve under him, but mainly 
a conviction that his unpopularity would needlessly burcle 
labouring ship of State. To Ordc he expressed his deep ol 
tions to the lCarl,but lamented his inability to leave out of ( 
*^thc absolute influence of prejudice'* against him. lie die 
even consult Shelburne as to the choice of coadjutors; am 
Karl let it be known that he would have no connection wit 
new men, ‘Mest he should injure them.”' Idtt also sustj 
several direct rebuffs. Though, on 19th December, he ser 
obsequious request to the Duke of Grafton to strengthe 
hands by accepting the Privy Seal, that nobleman decli 
Camden was equally coy; and, strangest of all, his own bre 
in«law, Mahon, would not come forward. We can detect a 
of anxiety in the following letter of Pitt to Lord Sack 
formerly Germain, which I have discovered in the Pitt P; 
(No. 102): 

Jki\ 29, i; 

My Lord, 

In thearcluouH .situation in which Uis Majesty has condeset 
to command my services at this important juiudure, I am 
anxious to obtain the horujr of a sup))ort and assistance ho imporh 
your Djrdship’.s. I flatter myself Mr. Herbert will have luut the goo 
to express my sense of the honor ytjur Lordship did me by your oh 
expressions towards me. Pt^rmit me io add how much monific 
I retunved in being disappointed of his assistance at the Hoard c 
Admiralty, which I took the liberty of proposing to him, in cariseqi 
of the conversation laird 'remole liad had with vour rxirdshio. I si 
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From Wraxairs Memoirs * we \vn 
took to pave the way fur the receipt ^ 
ill vain. Lord Sackvillo refused to 1 
mined a general support 

The must serious refusal was that ( 
Ireland by Farl Cornwallis, Geur {4 
Pitt’s proposal of that nuhleman, w 
would have proved of infinite servi 
Wht) knows whether the rebclli(*n an 
might not have been averted by the 
at Dublin Castle in the eighties? 
administrative duty in the lunpire 
a young luddeman, the Duke td" Rut 
tit JUS seem to have been his shtnv 
pitalit>\ anti his early patrcniage of P 

The Cabiiud. as finally formed cot’ 
members: Pitt* h'irst Ltaal of the 1‘ 
the Exchctpier; the Martinis t^f l!arii 
Ltteds), an amialde but murntt^rpris 
AITidrs; laird Sydney (1** I'tnvn 
Earl Gtiwer, Presitient tif tlie (*oun 
when Karl (!amden succeeded him 
l^ord Privy Seal (up to November I 
ceeded him, the Dukt* taking the Vit 
Howe, First Lord of the Admiral 
Chancellor. In dtdiating powc'rthis C 
from Pitt and Tluirlow* not one of t 
tolerable sptH*cIi, or ptisst^sst'd th«* 
makes up for oratorical defu iencies. 
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the Norman Conque.st in his eyebrow and the Feudal 
every feature of his face. Add to these fonnidal 
sonorous voit:c, his powers of crushinj^ retort, above all 
connection with George III, and his influence in 1 
House can be imagiiu?d. Yet his reputation rested ( 
basis; ln*s knowledge of law was narrow, his culture : 
his private character contemi^tibUt. He was known b 
mistress and his illegitinuUe daughters, Just as he brow 
and Whigs,’ On the whole his reputation is hard 
save un the ground that the majority of mankind is 
imposed on by externals, and is too uncritical or t 
sound the depths of character. 

For the present Pitt tolerated Thurlow just as the c 
of an untried warshij) might tolerate the [presence of 
ing gun of uncertain power, in the midst of light wea| 
b(H)m of his voice was worth something to a Mirn’str 
the posts not of Cabiru*t rank were filled as follows: 
of Richmond, Master«GeneraI of tlic Ordnance;'*' Kenj 
ney-General ; Pe[)[)er Arckm, Solicitordleneral ; Will 
ville (afterwards Lord Grenville) and laird Mulg 
Paymasters of the loirces; Ilenr}' Dundas (afttu'u 
Melville), Treasurer t>f the Navy; Sir (Jt*orge Vkmge, 
at War; (hmrge Rose and Richard Stetde, Secrtda 
Treasury; Thomas Orde, Secretary to the I.ortLLic 
Ireland. Of these the Duke of Richmond had great 
(luence, but was personally unpojnilar. Grenville and 
useful, hard-working men, Init unint(*resting in persi 
speech, 'fheir characters and that of Dundas will co! 
Cha(>ter XIL Here vve may ru>te that the bold and jc 

..r .... ........ r.,.* i.c, .n.r. 
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however, the distrust with which the Calec 
regarded permitted him to be no more thai 
Pitfs subordinates; and the ingenious poetast 
maliciously aimed these lines at his weak 
consistency : 

His ready tongue with sophistries a 
Can say, unsay, and be consistent s 
This day can censure, and the next 
In speech extol, and stigmatize in ai 

The other subordinates claim only the b 
George Yonge was a nonentity, under whon 
sank to the nadir of efficiency. Kenyon and ] 
very young men ; the latter was one of Pitt’s 
lively and amiable, but having little influen< 
House could not take Pepper seriously. < 
Ministry aroused little confidence among 
derision among opponents. The general opii 
by Sir Gilbert Elliot (first Earl of Minto) th 
were a set of children playing at Ministers 
back to school, and in a few days all will h: 
former course.”^ On the other hand Danie 
to the Duke of Rutland, said that people apj 
ments and were glad that Pitt, in showing a 
interests, proved himself to be not too virtue 
for a Minister.” ^ 

Such were the predictions concerning a 
was to last nearly eighteen years. In one res 
of his colleagues made Pitt’s task easier, 
temper would never have brooked the super] 
Temple and Shelburne. From the outset he 
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action. I will never condescend to oe tn 
secret advisers whatever; nor in any one i; 
the honour to act as Minister of the Crown 
be responsible for measures not my own, or 
heart and judgement do not cordially acqui 
contempt which he flung at Lord North ( 
George III in the American War) gave poii 
In truth, it sounded the keynote of Pitt’s c 
office to save the country from the Coalitioi 
trammelled by royal control ; and his action 
evinced the proud consistency of his convic 

Beaten in the first division in the Hous 
majority of thirty-nine, and on the next 
numbers, he held on his way unmoved.^ In 
traditions of Chatham, he cared little for 
that the country was with him ; and of thi 
takable proofs. The East India Compan; 
sub-committee which sat permanently for 
terests, was arousing all the chartered bodi^ 
a policy that seemed to threaten other ve: 
property and charter are forcibly invaded : 
This was the battle-cry, unscrupulous but e 
aldermen, freemen, wardens, and liveryme 
panics bestir themselves. A little later the 
an address of thanks to the King for his 
country from the evils of Fox’s India Bill. 

Thus Pitt, wafted onwards by the breat 
could confidently expose his India Bill to tl 
eddied in the House of Commons (14th 
methods used in its preparation were in sig 
employed by Fox. The Whig leader, far 
East India Company, had drawn up his 
Burke and others hostile to its interests ant 
working. Pitt, on the contrary, took care 1 
entertained in Leadenhall Street. The Pitt 


Lord Carmarthen stated that in the Cabinet 
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inconveniences. He then stated the princip 
his proposals. Firstly, the Indian dominio 
hands of the Company of merchants ii 
Nevertheless, any change should be made i 
the concurrence of that Company, its com 
left as far as possible to its supervision, wh 
mixed up with questions of policy and reven 
tions were involved, obviously Government 
Having laid down these guiding princi| 
fill in details. He claimed that his proposa 
interfere arbitrarily with the privileges of 
that his new Board of Control would be ; 
organ of a party, but an adjunct of the gov( 
It was to consist of at least two of the M; 
namely, the Secretary for Home Affairs ai 
the Exchequer, along with a certain numbei 
named by the King. These last were to ; 
were not to be paid. All the despatches of 
those of a completely commercial nature, v 
to the new India Board and countersign 
controlling the patronage of the Company, 1 
the right to negative their chief appoir 
Presidencies were henceforth to be admi 
Governor (a Governor-General in the cas( 
mander-in-Chief, and a Council. The Crowi 
three Commanders-in-Chief, and would ha' 
ing the Governors and their councillors — a 
prevent such a fiasco as that of the attem] 
Hastings. Finally, in order to curb the abu 
service, Pitt proposed to institute at Westi 
the trial of offences committed in India, a: 
parts of the second India Bill of Fox mig 
prevention of abuses in India, 

There can be no doubt that this measure 





down at 54 and national ruin seemed immin 
desired to gain time in order to watch tl 
opinion, and to appear as a peace-restoring IS 
an inconsiderate Aeolus. 

An influential minority of the House Ion 
that very day fifty-three of its members m( 
St. Albans Tavern to urge a union of parties 
and less unpopular basis than the Fox-Noi 
pointing a committee of five, they besought 
land to use his influence to bring about a c 
Fox and Pitt. As we have seen, the hostility 
had arisen, not from difference of princip 
divergent interests of party groups. It had, 
flamed by Pitt’s acceptance of office in ( 
were especially odious to Fox; and the 
speech of 26th January, pointedly declared tli 
the urgent need of union and conciliation, he 
vindication of the honour of the House by th( 
present unconstitutional Ministry, A simil; 
sent on the same day by the Duke of Portlan 
of the St. Albans Tavern meeting. 

Such a beginning was far from promising, 
standing existed between the nominal and rea 
party with a view to forcing on a dissolut 
that the conciliators were appealing to part; 
arbiters, and that they at once passed judgem< 
Ministry. Matters were not improved durir 
House on the need of forming an extended A 
February). Fox, while disclaiming any persoi 
insisted on the resignation of Ministers as th 
the formation of a wider Administration. 0 
more declared that any union between them 
an honourable way, and that it would be 
resign merely in order to treat for re-admis5 
original motion having passed unanimously, 
was then brought forward substantiating 
Whereuoon Pitt, nettled bv these insidinn 



methods of partisanship prevalent in those 
a final appeal from the committee, Pitt and 
the King to make one more effort to bring 1 
to an accommodation. The reply of the Ki 
shows that, in spite of his strong objections 
but with the stipulation that the Duke shot 
anything above an equal share to others in 
tion, not to be the head of it, whatever ( 
hold ” Pitt amplified this statement by de 
Ministry would be formed ‘‘ on a wide bj 
equal terms.” Obviously this implied the € 
of Portland and Fox on equal terms with t 
Duke, while approving the word “fair,” rc 
meaning of the word “equal”; and when - 
could be best explained in their interview, 
come unless the meaning of the word we 
This straining at gnats put an end to the ne 
abundantly clear that Pitt went as far as cc 
that the continuation of the deadlock result 
ness of the Duke of Portland, 

Ten years were to elapse before the Pori 
to strengthen PitPs hands, and their access 
of the French Revolution involved the br 
party. In February 1784 there was a ch 
party would form a working alliance with P 
ites. Such a union would have formed a pi 
to renovate the life of Great Britain and to 
stand the strain of the coming crises. It was 
no union could be lasting where the party 
sion insisted on dictating its terms and gai] 
citadel. 

There is, indeed, an air of unreality aboi 
probably due to the fact that each party w 
of public opinion and the chances of a di 
fact probably explains the action of Fox 
after time he carried motions of censure ag 
waverinp’ maioritie5?. Hr and hi«; fnllnwens 
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thr <4 Misu%irr%, Wlu-u tlu: liy u hirj.jt 

rcprMbulrd the ul' ihr CuiumtiUH anti hc|.^|jctl tl 

iHiniinur hiT ^lini^ln-’-* in Mtlifc, ihr intnrvtnitii»n t»f 
litnna^ wa‘» %lsnUi;ly tr^nilril by thc^ i'uaiilitui majurit 
Vet never ja'e'»‘»ril hi'** attarlvH hninr. ‘rhe thrt 
parhinrnt iTniiaiiiril ttwrc lhuiairi\ pn^ubly I 

cIcHjbirii hr* |Hnvrf' In launt'h the Uilt. l‘lu.:re vvas^ inc. 
truth in Ihir-* dewriiilinn «»t' huii an **the eluun|)ii>n 
iiiajijftty <4 Ihi’. HunM" a|.;aifr"*t the hnul anil decide 
thi^^ jH^njdr/* Hatreit m| the uimatura! (jialitituii tar I'r 
ini^, waT inirii'alird by inantyaiu! et>n 

jHijmltr iiiui>:in4Unri ihnilrtl at the night nf the yenn 
bniviug the i hunniir m! b'ujcitri and NiUlluten in reli 
Uie final vridn I uf' the lulinn. AecMt'iling iu nl! tile ctii 
lc?it Ihn.k-., thr Wing trader npnke nuuml ductriue w 
I laiinrd aeain’4 Ihli'** Irnurr nl nfht:e in Uie teeth uf it 
rrirairr'i »4 ihr Ibur^r, but men tlisrrnunl the weak) 
Ujipiiralrin, they weighed \i rather than i'’uimt,ed heui 
the balaiiiT'* i;»l’ tajiiiinMU ■•ieir*e the IniK-Nurih majti: 
the braiiL Wentninrarr anil Hanlniry* the very jihua-* 
reiurnril aiui Nuuti, nnw %rnl up addre.*i%en id’thi 
King hu' drnnreang ihrin liMin «4tiM\ Middlesex, I 
Viirk* WurTe'iirr, ami *Hailhwar k, b-e’*itle''* tiui 

plam, 'neiii in adtlir-eir'* t«.» llir "*ame rHrcl, therrh 
di'dumMuring the jurhatneiUary draiti tjf theii 
The C.'uy « 4 ' I,inid*4n the hume uf blalaiii Whigginm , 
ill the Wdkn alTaii. finw thanked Tui hu' hi*'^ fierviceri 
him ill IrrediJiig wtlh the accompaniment of a gold 
ride into ilir «,,iiy on ^Hth February to receive tl 
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difficulty parried the blows aimed at his 
moments they were in serious danger, but 
sans, they succeeded in escaping to White' 
was loudly accused of being the author of 
course, it would be foolish to lay this bruta 
It seems probable, however, that hangers- 
some scoundrels to incapacitate Pitt for i 
mentary strifes. He, and he alone, could n 
the storm ; and his removal even for a wt 
the triumph of Fox and North. We may n 
not resign his membership of Brooks's Cl 
outrage — a proof that he was far above al 
or rancour. 

The prospects of the Opposition wer 
by the events of 28th February. Everyth! 
the actions of that ill-assorted couple, Nc 
on 1st March they carried by twelve vot< 
King for the removal of Ministers; bu 
not only with firmness but with dignity 
had before replied to a similar address, 1 
failure of the efforts to form an extende 
fair and equal terms, but saw in that failu 
missing Ministers who appeared to have t 
country, and against whom no specific - 
These skilful retorts struck home; and c 
ful representation to the King, said to ha 
Burke, was carried by a majority of only on 
as tantamount to a triumph ; for two days 
Duke of Rutland that he was ‘‘tired to dea 
for I think our present state is entitled 
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weakness of the Coalition now became daily more evidcr 
contents that were hidden during the months of seeming 1 
broke forth as the prospect of defeat loomed large ahcr 
tension of the past two months now gave way to a strang 
ness, resulting doubtless from the uncertainties of the si 
Fox relapsed into silence. Pitt rarely spoke and scarcelj 
safed a reply to the smaller men who kept up the aimle; 
In truth, the heavy-laden air at St Stephen’s gave pren 
signs of that portent in nature when songsters become w 
animals creep about with anxiou.s restlessness under the 
of an oncoming eclipse. 

The nation was now to give its verdict. On 24th Mi 
King cli.ssolvcd Parliament. The Great Seal disap|)ear< 
the house of the Lord Chancellor on that very morning; 
great clTtirts another was ready by noon of the 25th. 
weeks the land had simmered with suspense, iCven 
wrote Horace Wal[K)lc on reth March, “talk of noth 
politics.” In truth, a time of new political fashit)ns was i 
The old having been discarded, veny much depends 
d<tcide<l Usui p^iven by stnne of the leatling constitiumdei 

For varitnis reast>ns men lottked eagerly to the exan 
by Yorkshire and Wt'stininsitn*. Both had recently 
way in the agitation for ICconouut: and Parliamentary 
and were stroitglujUls (T Whiggism; yc?t hotl\ itte com 
the city had recently accluimet! the conduct of Pitt. 
Mason, a welbknown poet of those days, wIuj, with tlie re 
parson, Wyvill, had fathered tlu: Yorkshire Reform A.s.sc 
was now working hard on behalf of (ktorge III and Pitt 
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and-six. In good old English style the tv 
set forth on the hustings in fair and o] 
speakers of both parties. The large tc 
evidently favoured the royal prerogative 
the claims of the Whigs and of North’s 
pioned by the great lords and their ter 
constitutional precedents, and all who 
change of Ministry. The issues at stake 
cleavage between parties was zigzag, the 
part fell ineffectively. What with the sle 
parties the meeting seemed about to bre^ 
there appeared on the dai's a figure so sli] 
before the blasts. But the first few senten 
penetrated the storm and dominated the 
the voice of Wilberforce, who once more ! 
clearness of thought and beauty of utt< 
throng. Boswell, describing the whole in 
“I saw what seemed a mere shrimp r 
but, as I listened he grew and grew unt 
whale.” 

'The victory of mind over matter was 
ment of the Coalition and defence of Pi 
with him; and a great shout arose: We 
county member.” The instinct of the m' 
tact of Wilberforce in uniting all Whigf 
not committed to the Coalition or bound 1 
furthered his cause; so that finally an ele 
always been decided by the three great 
resulted in the triumphant return of Wilt 

1 r- 1 1 _ ^ . 1 1 _ 
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tragi-comic solemnity,^ The strength and universalit; 
popular impulse surprised even Pitt/-* He was cj 
triumphantly by 334 votes for the University of Cambi 
friend, Lord ICuston, gaining 288, while their opponents 
herid and Mansfield, polled only 267 and 18 r resp 
Wilkes swept Middlesex by a large majority—for th 
Skilful speakers like ICrskinc, county magnates like Kar 
and Thomas Circnvillc, were thru.st aside for the crinu 
porting the Coalition; and in certain boroughs, where nc 
been sent down to oppose that hated union, travellers 
claimed against it were forcibly detained and returned 
bers of Parliament. Never, we are assured by Wraxall, ' 
less bribery used in the interests of the Crown ; for, as h 
asserts, "‘corruption fur once became almcjst mmecessar 

The reasons of this extraordinary overthrow of the * 
are not far to seek. Tories felt fur more regard for t 
prerogative than for Lord North, now that he had gon 
the King's enemies; and independent Whigs refused 1 
ln)X in his ex^cenlric march towards thtj NtalliiU^s. 
(k)alition was in rtsdity defeated by- the Cksdition. 'P 
diced old Whig, Horace Walptde, miglit abjure his f 
with Mason for lusuling “the ptu’tand igntu’anl cabal a 
he might declare that the nalioti must be intt»xicated t<= 
the use of the: royal prerogative against "" the Palludiu 
people " (the I louse (d* Commons)- Juruus " might rais< 
dreaded voice it) assure his ctmntrymen that the victu 
would put an end to their boa.stcd liberties. It was use] 

* “FoK*ii Martyrn; a new hoak af the Sufferings of the Faitli 
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nation’s instinct bade it break with the pc 
a path that promised steady progress. TI 
aside the old party lines and organization' 
been seen since the advent of the Georges 

Only at one place was the rout of the V 
doubtful issue of the conflict at Westmins 
drous personal powers of Fox. A union of s 
of eloquence with frankness, which appea 
seen in him in alh its potency. The “ mi 
phrase about his rival) waved his wand w 
few days of platform speaking sufficed 
popularity. Despite the utmost efforts of t 
ment on behalf of their candidates, Admir 
Wray, the Whig totals crept up day by da] 
seat of the latter, which at one time seeme 
followed the course of the Westminster e 
interest that reveals his hatred of the Whi 
in his suggestion on 1 3th April to Pitt the 
fabricated at Westminster to counterbalar 
have been trumped up for Fox; or agai 
Quackers [sic] might perhaps be induced t 
the interests of the Government. 

All was of no avail. The arts of Wind' 
charms of Devonshire House. Georgiana, 1 
used her allurements to rally voters to tl 
said to have carried her complaisance so f 
for a promise of his vote. Certain it is th 
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tempered by age and discretion. Thanks to the ex 
Georgiana, and to the influence of the Prince of Wal 
the Duke.s of Portland and Devon.shire, P'ox, at the 
c-xciting contest i)f forty days, headed Sir Cecil Wtz 
votes, though he still fell 460 votes below Lord H 
Prince of Wales celebrated this triumph by a great rc 
the grounds of Carlton House at the very time wher 
was passing outside to open Parliament 

But the local success of the Whigs was not yet 
Many suspicious facts during the election .seemed t( 
the result; and when Sir Cecil Wray demanded a sc 
High Bailiff of Westminster not only granted the rc 
refused to make any return for Westminster, thus ir 
the election of P'ox and even of Hood until an ir 
held.' Fox entered Parliament, but it was through th 
and foresight of Sir Thomas Dundas, who had pr 
election for the Orkney and Shetland Islands. At o 
tacked the High Bailiff as well as the Government 
accu.sed of influencing the action of that ofllcial. Tin 
too involved and technical to enter upon here. Its ch 
lies in the manly and mas.sive oration which P'ox flu 
Pitt on Slh June. The Prime Minister evadetl the ir 
much dexterity; and a large majority insisted on th 
After nine months nf iminiry the position of the 
was virtually unchanged. The Government’s iullowii 
desired to end this exjjcnsive and fruitle.ss inquiry 
opposed the motions tt» this effect, and early in the 
1785 found himself abandoned by hi.s majority. 

The motives which prompted his action on this af 
cetisidered in Chanter XH: but we mav here note t 
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by Dundas, Lord Mulgrave, and Bearcrc 
this cursed business. . , . The consequence 
if Pitt will now recede and agree to orde 
many will form a very different idea of 
such an odious business is forced down 1: 
Fortunately Pitt's own friends abandonee 
went too far. The affair unsteadied his fol. 
the impression was spread abroad that he 
tions for winning a decisive victory, but n 
add lustre to its laurels. Apart from this 
influenced public opinion more than far ' 
triumph in and after 1784 was so complet 
era in British politics. We may therefore 
its causes and its significance. 

Besides the irremediable blunder comrr 
ing the Coalition with Lord North, he r 
during the early weeks of 1784. It was 
unwise to stake everything on the cohes 
the Commons, and to seek to avert a dis 
his motions in the House, it was the wors 
advise the King to appeal to the nation. I 
natural and almost inevitable step, seeing 
sat for four years, and the opponents wen 
Yet, while hindering the course of public 
ponement of votes for the public servici 
acting with a single eye to the public v 
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Pitt, on the other hand, showed great tactical h 1< 
his way out from an ai)parently hopeless positio 
that his tcuiure of office was irregular, he justified 
answerable retort that the ()i>[)Osition could not go 
ing their decision, that sup{)lies should be postpone 
vent a dissolution, he made it clear whose was the 
for the resulting disorganizatit)n. Finally, when the 
opponents to block the Mutiny Bill had set free tl 
tive machine, he appealed to the country. Men 
see whiclt side had best consulted the inte^rests 
Over against the im[)otently factious conduct of ] 
patriotic good sense of his rival in disregarding 
ceiisures of a discredited House in order on the fi 
to ctmsult the will of the nation. 

So soon as the essential facts of that unparal 
are fully grasped, the diatribes against Pitt for mal 
use of the royal prerogative for selfisli purposes a 
mere verbiage. h!(iually futile is it to imiuire, wi 
Russell, why the coustitutitm was not afterwar 
favour of the Oown, and why the Cloiirt did v 
advantage by its triumph in tlu^ (J’eneral Flection 
fact is that Pitt had never intended to govern as a 
or to subject llu^ constitution to the royal will. It \ 
that his pride revolte<l against any such degrad 
principles, t\u less than the tough consistency of 1 
hatle it. liecause he imusietl on maintaining the Is 
tive at one poitg, mimely, that Ministers were* disi 
and not by the House* c^f Ce>nunons, he was far fn 
it at all points. Kvm in that particular, he admitte 
ment could not be carried on by Ministers whe 
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ward measures which the King disapj 
matters he had his way down to 
George III demurred on conscientioi 
the cause of Parliamentary Reform 
resulted from the utter indifference < 
bargain that he had corruptly struck 

But if the memorable contest of i 
sometimes ascribed to it in partisa 
moment in regard to the monarchy, 
of events at St. Stephen’s. George 
from his long struggle with the WI 
tude of the peril had taught him ] 
and, while keeping a tight hand on 
forth content, in the more importa 
leave a free hand to the Minister w 
open conflict with the Commons whi 
cipitate. The relations between the 
therefore came to resemble those w 
the first two Georges and Walpole. 

Consequently, the growth in the p 
had been interrupted since the fall 
ceeded normally. During the sevente 
the principle became firmly establish 
the Crown was the centre of author 
that authority nominally from the K 
of a mandate from the people. Ge< 
from the thraldom of the Coalition 
an authority which was at once coi 
He no longer had to do with the 
families, but with a man who had the < 
of the nation. The same fact tended 
future more and more a homoger 
Council, obeying the impulsion of th 
force to his declarations of policy. I 
in Lord North’s decade of office, foi 
and at the behests of the sovereig 


that those disputes were settled before the storms c 
Revolution l)eat upon that ancient fabric. 

Finally, we tnay note that Pitt was far more t 
Walpole. The sturdy Norfolk stjuire wielded power, 
of the Whi^ Houses; but Pitt was established ii 
wider and grander mandate. The (i'eneral Flection ( 
the cxistini.^* party system and shattered the rule 
families who had hitherto dominated the Cieorgi; 
.somnolent at:c|uicscence of the populace in that 1 
ji^ave way to a imur critical spirit, to a sctise that tl 
parties must readjust themselves underanevvleadei 
conceptitiu of a union which should absorb the bes 
both Whigs and Tories received a startlingly compk 
for the greatest of the re.sults of the election of ; 
emergence of a party which may be termed nationn 
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In the arithmetic of the custonis, twi 
make sometimes only one. — D ean Swi] 

W HEN the sixteenth Parlia 
1 8th May 1784 the arrean 
tion of debt were as serious as a 
owing to fierce party strifes and t 
remedial measures had been passi 
omic Reform ” passed by Lord R' 
only oasis in an otherwise arid Wc 
partisan warfare. The condition o 
most serious; and a collapse coi 
most skill and care. The three pt 
a tale of waning confidence. Eve 
declined, from an average of 65 
close of that year. They were as 
1784; and it is a striking tribut( 
inspired that, on the results of th( 
being known, they rose to more tl 
revival of national credit, a firm 
and patriots looked anxiously f 
young Minister might stave off d 
The King’s Speech laid stress 
East India Company. Within th 
could not possibly hope to pass 
urged Alderman Sawbridge not 
motion in favour of Parliamentar 
forward himself in the session - 
pressed the matter to a division, 

li 1 


The way beinff thus left clear for the two great 
would admit of no delay, IMtt sought to lay the gho5 
bankruptcy. The imminence of the clanger can 
realixccl. In that decade we link together the thou 
ruptcy with that of France; but if those years clo 
Revolution in France and prexsperity in ICngland, th 
be ascribed very largely to the wasteful financial sy: 
at Versailles and to the wise husbanding of Britain’s 
Bitt According to the French statesman, Neckcr, 
Debts of the two countries were almost exactly 
pamphlet literature of the years 1783-84 reveals a st 
wcllnigh as serious in England as that which broug 
crash in France. One of the closest students of finan 
in a pamphlet of the early part of 1783, stated th 
North Ministry openly avowed its inability to pay c 
public debts; and he asserted that such helpless c 
carry us fiist to the brink of disaster. Another write 
in order to abolish the National Debt, tithes must be 
the revenues of the Church reformed, and all c 
submit to the i)ayment of onc-sixth part of their ir 
National Debt, whieli amounted to >6*2 15,71 7, 7CK) 
1783, was denounced in language wlu^se extrava 
cause a mild sur[)rise to a generutit)n that placi 
burckm nearly four times as great; but, to a kingdoj 
the utmost dinknilty raised /'2 5,txx),ocx) in revenue 
seemed overwhelming. Dr. Ikice summed up a 
conviction in his statement that the growth of c 
f'ibout increased subservience to the Crown, pro.spei 
jabbers, and depression to all honest traders.® 

The war which ended in 1783 had been carried o 
larly wasteful manrier. Price computed that the 
the National Debt owing to thcj war had been £xi 
to January 1:783, when all the accounts had not yet 
also reckoned that the last four years of that stru^ 
X”8o,oif>,cxx) as against for the last f 

the Seven Years' War. 1 ‘his increase resulted lari' 
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reckless way in which North had issued I 
and subscribers, and, it is said, the Ministe 
large profits, while the nation suffered, 
loans which cost the nation £8SyS5/,6gi, a- 
exchequer only 57, 500,000.' This resulte 
practices, but also from North’s endeavour 
of interest to three or four per cent. ; the o 
the impaired state of public credit of the ye; 
;^I50 of stock in the three per cents anc 
cents for every j^ioo actually borrowed, 
sum of ;^i 2,000,000 on these terms actr 
;£’2 1,000,000; and interest had to be paid 
never came into the exchequer. Obviousl; 
better to raise ;£ioo for £100 stock, even 
per cent, interest ; for the experience of th 
time of peace and prosperity the rate of int 
without much difficulty. Nevertheless, the 
always preferred to keep to a low rate oi 
cost of tempting lenders by allotting £1/5 
for every ;£ioo of cash. 

Such was the state of affairs when Pitt i 
(30th June 1784). It will be convenient to 
his proposals singly and in connection wi1 
had to face. The first was the appallingly 1 ; 
swollen by the coming in of bills for war < 
pion of peace and retrenchment had to co 
his efforts to balance income and expen c 
loan of ;£‘6,ooo,ooo. Obviously, as Consols 
58, he could borrow only on exorbitant te 
table that he now fell back on North’s 
a low rate of interest and of burdening 1 
amount of fictitious debt. He proposed 1 
scriber of ;^ioo no less an amount of sto 
per cents, ;^50 of four per cents, and 5^*. 
besides three fifths of a lottery ticket in a lo 
He computed that the terms and chances no 


to lend/ This was so. But, for the reasons stated a 
dens bequeathed to posterity were crushin^^, thoi 
those entailed by Nortl/s loan of 1781. 

As re|(ar<ls I’itt’s ][)crsonal dealings with financiei 
shone radiantly clear when contrasted with those o 
It had been the custom for that guardian of the p 
arrange the price of the loan with a few favoured 
the City, and then allot scrip on scandalously kn 
friends in Parliament, who could thereafter sell a 
profit Pitt now threw open to public competition ; 
his loan; and the proposals sent in were formally 
Bank in a way which precluded jobbery and sal 
natiorPs interests. 

Scarcely less serious was the problem of the hu 
unfunded, debt, that is, that portion of the National 3 
no provision whatever had been made by Parlia 
main it consisted of unpaid l)ills, which had beer 
about one ciuarter or even one third of their origin: 
now stood at about ,i^’i4,CXXD,(XX). Pitt ardently dc 
the whole cjf it, but he found that so great an effor 
too much disturbance in the money market. lie 
postxl to fund at present only i,T),(>cKj,cx>o, forming 
ixxiring 5 per cent, interest anrl i.ssued at 93. 
this high rate of interest on the ground that such 
in the future be nslcemcd on more favourable tern 
per cent stock which might be worth a comparativ 
when ca|)ituh>.ed. The argument was surely just m 
the former loan of ^6,000,000/ 

It still remains to notice the worst ills that beset 
commercial life of our land. Indeed, we shall not v 
daring nature of Pitt's experiment of tlie year i; 
take a comprehensive view of the losses, both matei 
which resulted fnun the extraordinary prevalence 
Never had contraband trade been so active as 
should it be otherwise, when the customs dues wci 
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involved nearly as much expense and dela] 
for Canada.^ In such a state of things illic 
ing recruits from the ranks of honest mere 
For monopoly, too, depressed their calli 
the smuggler. By far the most importc 
monopoly was tea. That expensive lu: 
Queen Anne, a “dish of tea/' was now i 
fort of the many. Indeed, Arthur Young 
tea had spread into the homes of cottage 
extravagant those villages which owed theii 
and commended the frugality of those whi 
brewed ale.^ The increased use of Bohea w 
the East India Company or to the State; 

“ drug ” at the high prices warranted by 
with China; and on the arrival of the f 
shores, an ad valorem duty of 119 per ceni 
increase of habits which Arthur Young de. 
ance reformers now applaud was due to smi 
Adam Smith that Dutch, French, and S\ 
ported tea largely;* and from their ports 
conveyed it to our shores, there to be ea 
populace which found the cheating of ( 
attractive and gainful than agriculture. 1 
show how deeply the coast population wa 
barns which the tourist admires in many c 
village, more often held contraband than 
has shown how the dull life of a Wessex 
news of a successful “ run in,” and how all 
feat the “ King's men.'' The poet Crabbe^ 
the stern realities of life in his parish of A 
grief at finding there, not the simple horr 
English village. 


But a bold, artful, surly savag 

Their sport was not cricket or wrestling 
but smuggling. 


To load the ready steed with guilty haste, 

To fly with terror o’er the pathless waste, 

Or, when detected in their straggling covirse. 

To foil their foes by cunning or by force, 

Or yielding part (which equal knaves demand) 
To gain a lawless passport through the land. 

These arc the worcLs of a moralist. To the easy-going 
smuggler was merely a plucky fellow who cheated th 
foe of all, the (iuvernment, and helped poor folks to 
tea, and tobacco at cheap price.s. As for showing any 
to buy smuggled goods, this seemed “a pedantic piec 
cri.sy.” ' It must also be admitted that Government 1 
against light; for the great reduction of the tea duty 1 
in 174s had almost put an end to smuggling in that a 
unfortunately his successors, when confronted with tin 
war, re- imposed the old duties and thereby gave new 
smuggler’.? calling.’’ 

The excess of an evil sometimes works its cure, 
stupidity of the fiscal regulations in France which 
turn the attention of her mo.st original thinkers to the 
national finance; whence it came about that Political 
had its first beginning.? in the land where waste and 
rampant So, too, it was reserved for the son of a 
customs officer to ntJte early in life the follies of oursy 
when further enlightened by contact with men a 
especially with the h'rench Hconomistes, he was able 
the world that illuminating survey of a subject wher 
and prejudice had previously reigned supreme. Fin 
in the very darkest hour of Britain’s commercial an 
annals that remedial mea.?ures were .set on foot by 
statesman wh(j had laid to heart the teachings of th 
of Nations." 

It i.s not ea.sy to .?ay whether Pitt owed more to A< 
or to Karl Shelburne. Probably the influence of tl: 
thinker on the young statesman at this time has bee 
ated; for it seems certain that the later editkm.? of th 


knowledgement of his debt to Adam Si 
speech of 1792, when he expressed the 
sopher, then deceased, had given to the 'w 
to all commercial and economic questions. 
Pitt in 1784 owed less to Adam Smith 1 
Shelburne, and to other men of affairs, inch 
in-law, that able though eccentric nob 
Shelburne was the depository of the enli 
age; and, as Price pointed out, he and Pitt 
about to make reforms in the public serv 
saved the revenue some half a million a ye 
Now, with a freer hand, he took up 
Coalition of Fox and North had interrupt 
which supplemented his Budget, he propo 
from under the smuggler by reducing the 
average of 1 19 per cent, to 12 J per cent, on 
though on the finer kinds of tea (Suchon^ 
he imposed a higher scale of duties.*^ Ever 
the produce of the tea duty would sink at ] 
;£’i69,ooo, though he must have hoped so 
part of this sum. As there was a large de 
it was necessary to devise a tax which wo 
the temporary loss with no risk of leakage, 
Such a source of revenue Pitt found 11 
window-tax. Every house with seven wine 
not four shillings, but seven shillings a ye 
eight windows eight shillings were paid, at 
houses with more than ten windows paid i 
dow. He reckoned the increase from t 
;£'700 ,ooo. Whatever objections might be 1 
on the score of health, it certainly fell main 
wealthy classes ; for as many as 300,000 o 
went duty free. The impost may therefore 
first rough attempt at taxation according to 
was beneficial in another way. The old < 
violated the canon of taxation laid down b^' 
a tax should take from nnrkf'fQ nf 


attempt to enforce it probably cost the country more 
tax yielded. The window tax belunf^ed to the class 
duties the expenses of which amounted only to aboi 
cent, of the total yield; and the new impost could no 
be evaded except by the heroic remedy of blocking up 

Thus, both in regard to economic doctrine and comr 
(the fortner is but the latter systematized) Pitt’s e> 
ushered in a new era in British finance and therefore 
commerce. The thty of London welcomed the chan 
promi.sed to lead to the employment of twenty moi 
.ships for the China tea-trade and to the destruction of tl 
band tea-trade to these shores carried on hitherto by tl 
and Dutch East India Companies. Indeed, no soone 
Commutation Bill (as it was called) gain general asj 
the Dutch Company ufferod to sell to us its cargoes c 
loss of 40 per cent, on prime cost and expenses. This j 
ought to have stilled all opia^sition to the measure; 
continued to oppose it with a vehemcmee worthy ol 
cause; he was ultimately beaten by 143 votes to 40(101 

We may note here that by further regulations of the 
and by what was called the “ Manifest Act” of 1786, 
the rcvciuu! wt^re made far more difficult Thus to Pit 
the credit of having dt>ne mure than any minister (fo 
cecsded where Walpole largely failed) to stop a materia 
a grave moral evil. 

It would be iticorrect to claim that Pitt was the firs' 
on the idea of substituting lower and effective dutic 
exorbitant and ineffective duty on tea. William Eden ( 
Lord Auckland) declared that very many jier.son.s had ? 
some such change, and he attributed to Lord John C 
the formation of the revenue committee, tlic results 
inquiries were now utilized by the Prime Minister. Pi 
other hand, gave the credit of the measure to his relat 
Mahon. The mention of that uolileman reminds us (jf ai 
which enlivened the debate. While sawing the air in 
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The details of the Budget itself do nc 
belief in the principles of what is called 
been shown, the difficulties in Pittas way 
new loan, the funding operation, and th( 
funded debt altogether entailed an added < 
year. This sum he proposed to raise by 
termed old-fashioned. Looking round th( 
he singled out for taxation the few article 
or were only lightly burdened. Men^s hal 
toll of two shillings a-piece (felt hats on! 
bring 50,000 to the nation's purse; feme 
gauzes) was mulcted to the extent of £i 2 i 
ated that a duty of three shillings on e\ 
(not only in London as heretofore, but thre 
would bring in about ;^i 50,000; but he j 
its operations all manufacturers who me 
competition. Further, he imposed a tax < 
riding or for pleasure, which he estimated 
eked out the remainder of the sum by di 
and calicoes, candles, hackney coaches, bj 
licences for shooting, and licences for trad< 

Most of these proposals were received 
several members urgently protested againi 
as likely to be ruinous to industry, and 
drew it. This, however, led him to impost 
(especially winners), to raise the licence ; 
guinea to two guineas, to increase the pc 
to curtail the privileges of franking letter 
liament This had been disgracefully ah 
of both Houses had the right both of sen 
letters free. As if this were not sufficient, 
was an ordinary charge for the receiver of 
bers were known to sell envelopes which 1 
a large firm is said to have paid a men 
franking their correspondence. Pitt stru 
requiring that franked letters must bear t 


deeply rooted that the abuses of “ franking ’’ persisted u 
time of the complete abolition of the privilege in 
penny [loslage became the law of the land. Thus in 
i 803 we fm<l a distinguished diplomatist, Sir George 
commiserating his sister on the scarcity of noblemen 
which implieil “ a dearth of frank-rnen to fly to.” 

The effort to curb the abuses of that hateful cla.s.s 
forms the best feature of Pitt's Budget of 1784. In other 
it i.s not remarkable. The new imposts have none of tt 
attending hi.s Gommutation Act for the rcprc.ssion of sn 
What is surprising is that he did not try the exper 
increasing the Mouse Duty, an impo.st which fell mai 
the rich, was easy to collect, and could be made very r< 
tive.' It was actually tried by North in 1778, apparentlj 
it had borne good re.sults in Holland." Thus, the m 
was at hand, and only needed to be more strenuou.sly 
I have failed t(j find in the Pitt Papers the reason 
statesman did not try this expedient; still less why he 
the niggling and irritating little taxes named above. I 
ated the yield of the dutie.s on bricks, pa[)er, and 
ct)ache.s at nt) more than ^’Su,cxx;, .6'i8,(x)0, and /,'f 3 ,txx 
ively. h'urlher, the tax on caiulk‘.s, though only of one li 
the pound, was certainly burdensome to the poor. On t 
it is not surprising that a rlryincster thus .set forth the i 
of John Bull: 

Onr winilil tluiik there's not room one new impost to pu 
From the crown of the head to the sole of the foot. 

Like Jot), thus John Hull his condition tleplores, 

Very patient, indeed, and all covered with sore.s. 

Other per.son.s of a tpta.si-scietuific turn .sought comfo 
reflection that taxation ought, like the air, to pres.s 0 
dividual tit all points in ortlcr not to be felt 

In truth. Pitt's financial genius matured slowly. Pt 
thtrught the situation too .serious to admit of doubtfi 
ment.s. tTrtaittly he went step by step, as is seen by 
to his next Buduet. Its most sitrnificant feature wa 


Department managed the taxes on carria^ 
male-servants; the new taxes on horses 
under the Commissioners of Stamps; wl: 
sioners administered the imposts on hoi 
place of this complex, expensive, and inef 
instituted a single ‘‘Board for Taxes,” w. 
more cheaply and left few loopholes for 
named above were thenceforth termed ‘ 
In that year he also imposed taxes on j 
and attorneys. Here again his fiscal poli 
to the old order of things, when men, des 
widespread and very lucrative tax, grur 
duties on every article of consumption 
action of life. The days of a few simple 
taxes had not fully dawned.^ The seque 
under the intolerable pressure of the lon^ 
Pitt work his way to the Income Tax; ai 
he replied to the Lord Provost of Glasgo' 
recommended that impost, show that, whi 
on theoretical grounds, he doubted the p 
it systematically. 

In 1785 we are still in the age of youtl 
ments. We find Pitt writing to Wilberfoi 
September: “The produce of our revenue 
half mad with a project which will give ( 
almost of magic in the reduction of debt.' 
his letter to Lord Buckingham on 8th I 
speaks of the rise of stocks being fully ju 
surplus of “;^8oo,ooo per annum at lee 
wanting to make good the complete mi. 
ease.” ^ Both references are to the plan of 
was to work wonders with the National E 
two or three generations by the alchemy ( 

The plan of a Sinking Fund was not ^ 
came to bear PitPs name. Walpole, ea 


started a sclieuic whereby a certain sum was annually s( 
for forming a fund which would accumulate by compour 
est and finally be available for the extinction of the I 
Debt. This plan came tu ^frief, because in 1732 Walpol 
to draw on his own fund rather than increase the Land" 
annoy country j^entlcmen. This, we may note, is one 
perils of a SinkitJ^j h'und that, i^fuard it as its founder m?i 
thriftless ('liancellor of the ICxchequer will insist on 
from it. Tliat was the fate of Walpole^s fund. The 
however, survived, and received a new impulse in 177 
Dr. Trice, a Nonconformist mini.ster, called public atte 
it by a pamphlet on the National Debt. In this he 
by irrefutable arithmetic that a Sinking' luind, if 1 
worked, must ultimately wipe out the large.st debt that 
conceived. For, as he hopefully pointed nut, a sing 
if its produce could be entirely set apart for sowing, w 
cour.se of time multiply so vastly as to fill all the lain’ 
it could grow. This is true; l)ut the simile im[)lies 
[)owerH of selbcontrol in the sowers, espt*eially if they a 
l)y lumgttr hefenMhat glorious climax is attained. De,‘ 
to the mortt practical dtanuin of the money markc 
proved that a sum of sed apart annually, 

with its compound interest, wtiuld in tnghty-six years I 
^"258 ,(hk),(xh). Whetluu’ the natiini were at peace or 
said Dr. I ‘rice, the stipulated sum must he set aside, e 
were borrowed at a high rate of inlertssl ; for the nation b 
at simple interest in ortler to gain the advantages of co 
iutcre.st. While admitting the folly of such conduct for r 
iiulividual, he maintained with equal naivei/ that a SUi 
benefit by it, even if tlu^re were no surfdu.s of revcnui 
money were dear,* 

Such was the schemt* which fired Pitt with hope; but i 
cjuestionable wludher he acx’epted all its details. C!erti 
did not net precipitately. On t Uh April 17H5 he felt ll 
of the House u( (!ommons by .stating his confident 
having a surplus of one milliim available for the i^rcst 


million by taxation, not by borrowing. T 1 
been ignored by Hamilton, McCulloch, Li 
of Pitt’s experiment; but the debate just 
soon to be considered place it beyond 
Mr, Dempster urged him to begin at on 
borrow, seeing that France had started a 
would enable her in a few years to get ri 
of her National Debt.” But the Prime IV 
hurried, especially if he had to borrow 
terest.' Clearly, then, Pitt did not share t 
of Price. 

His relations to Price cannot be who 
in January 1786 he wrote to him in the fo 

The situation of the revenue certainly make 
lish an effectual Sinking Fund. The genera] 
3 per cents with a fund bearing a higher rate 0 
facilitate redemption, you have on many occai 
ticularly in the papers you were so good as to 
rise of the stocks has made a material change 
am inclined to think something like the plan 
more adapted to the present circumstances.^ 
some inaccuracies in the calculations, but not si 
Before I form any decisive opinion, I wish 1 
upon it, and shall think myself obliged to you 
can suggest if you think the principle a right one 
which from your knowledge of the subject you 

With his reply Price sent the three a 
the curious may peruse in his “ Memoir ai 
ately the ten volumes consecrated to hi: 
William Morgan, are instinct with so bit 
Pitt as to be worthless on all questions ; 
does not print Pitt’s proposal, but brush 
and gives the impression that Price did s< 
of the interview which Pitt had with I 
January, but asserts that the Minister thi 
posals, adopted the third and least effi 


his benefactor.’^ The first uf these char^^cs can be 
Trice’s reply to Pitt’s letter given above. He pron 
Prime Minister’s prtipo.saLs ‘"very just,” but iiuintec 
defects, es[)eciaUy the proviso which placed the Sir 
at the disposal of Parliament when the interest on it 
to ;(^4,ooo,oc>0, as he exiiected it would by the ; 
Moi*gan*s unfairnc.ss is further revealed by his stat 
Pitt did not choose to increase the taxes in 1786 so 
vide the million surplus which uu|jht to have been ft 
Whereas the fact is that in the Budget of 1785 the h 
posed taxes for that very purpose; and when ih 
scarcely suflicient, he imposed others an 29th March 
P'alsc and acrid charges such as these do not surpri 
partisan biograiihies cif that age. What is surpris 
McCulloch and Lecky should have endorsed some o 
statements, especially respecting Pitt’s omission of h 
ledgements to Price/ On this I must oliserve, firstl; 
not proven that Pitt owed to Price everything that v\ 
his Sinking Inuul, and spoiled tlu* plan by his own al 
it; for the omissitni of Pitt’s proposal by Morgar 
without means of eomparint^’ the' oripjnal proposals 
men; secondly, iluit tlu* official rt'porls of tint three 
the s[)ring of 1786 on this subjt'ct are so nusigre a.' 
no decisive evidence on what was, after all, a in 
Further, it is jirobable that Pn(H'’s inllueiu e on I’iti 
was less than has lieen suppt»srtl. In the Pitt I 
letter of Pulteney tcj Pitt dated iHth April 1786, i 
urgc.shim carefully to reconsider Price’s third plan Is 
adopting it He states that Sir John Sinclair, b 
P'ergusun, Mr, Beaufoy, and Mr, Dempster liad yet 
Dr, Price at Bath House in order to discuss the meri 
plan, and also one by Mr, dale. The discussion le 
with the conviction that Gale’s plan was ‘Mnfmitelj 
to any of the three jiroducetd by l)n Price,” and lie 
to add it to hi.s liill as an alternative,* I have lud foi 
of (iale's plan or any evidence as to its ucloiHion in p 

Kill Hw* II rm ft i « 1 Itf rrH iitf lin fliM iKillOO oi 
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in order to pay off debt, on which Price 
yet by a strange irony of fate, this e: 
statesman had temporary recourse only i 
is that which has been pronounced by 
characteristic part of his scheme. 

The chief features of Pitt's proposals 
the whole of the annual million from rev 
this fund from the depredations of wa5 
future.^ He therefore placed it under the 
ible persons, among whom were the ( 
chequer and the Governor of the Bank of . 
by Parliament of the fund when the year 
it should amount to four millions, may be 
the financier to the parliamentary spirit. 

The scheme met merely with indirect 
turning on general policy, or on the ques 
a surplus of a million, or any surplus a 
issues to which the eager partisanship 
sought to divert the attention of the He 
exclaimed Fox, of tying up a sum of a 
they might want all their available resoi 
Sheridan, he sought to ridicule the expei 
grounds, but because it was the height 
present enormous burdens when “ we ha^ 
the whole world." 

There seems to have been in these c 
Dr. Price's schemes, though they then 
notoriety. Mention was made of the wri1 
on the efficacy of Compound Interest; b 
fined itself almost entirely to complainti 
gloomy prophecies about the advent ol 
some member of that angry and disa] 
have accused Pitt of filching his scheme 
Price, if the charge had been possible. 
Sheridan, instead of croaking over the i 
Europe against England, would in tha1 


Price and the imposture of Pitt? The darling of Bro( 
who well knew the perils of borrowing in order to i 
debts, would have fastened on the folly of borrowir 
rates in order to gain the advantage of Compoum 
We can picture him asking how a plan, which was j 
foolish for an individual, could be profitable for a r 
where the taxes could be raised that would make 
interest on the sums set apart every year for the wond* 
fund. Surely the Opposition was not so ignorant of f 
of Price’s proposals as not to detect the weakness of 
Minister’s plan, had it been modelled solely on them.^ 
The debates in which the Commons dealt with thh 
complex subject seem to have been fruitful only in pe 
At the final stage of the Bill, however, Fox moved 
ment with the aim of lightening the burdens on the 
time of war. He proposed that, whenever a new loan 
raised, the Minister should be pledged to raise money 
to pay the interest on the loan, and also to make g 
Sinking Fund what might be taken from it. He state< 
Crete example that, if a new loan of ^6,000,000 wer 
in time of war, and if ;£‘i,ooo,ooo were in the hands oi 
missioners of the National Debt, that sum should be 
to the account of the loan ; for this, he claimed, woul 
public the expense of raising that million through be 
the Stock Exchange, and the Sinking Fund wou 
injured if the million temporarily borrowed from it ^ 
good by taxation. His speech contained one statem 
sonal interest, namely, that he had shown his propc 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who approved of it. 
was one of the few occasions on which Pitt conferred 
He now accepted Fox’s amendment, because (to tak 
posed case), apart from the saving of commission on t 
Government would be able to raise the five millions 
terms than the six millions. Pitt also expressed the 
the addition of the amendment to his Bill would do 
all temptation to a Minister to rob the Sinking Fund 
This last argument cut both ways. As Earl 
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(formerly Lord Mahon) pointed c 
introduced a rival scheme a few da; 
to lessen the temptation to commii 
had declared to be thenceforth in 
mission to transfer the yearly mil 
tended to strengthen the argumeni 
case where expediency might be i 
rendering the Sinking Fund perm: 
discussed here; the debates on it 
assent being given to Pitt’s measure 

If we examine carefully the man 
levelled against Pitt’s Sinking Fui 
handling of the fund during the 
Every sciolist in finance can now 
money at a high rate of interest ir 
with its quarterly supply.^ It is cle< 
on his own tail. But such a proceed 
was quite contrary to Pitt’s origin 
thoroughly sound one of paying off 
of the annual surplus. He departec 
of circumstances which he looked c 
porary. 

Strange to say, even the official 
have overlooked the fact that the na 
its debt in a cumbrous attempt to ; 
pinch caused by the withdrawal of a 
felt, George Rose, the Secretary o 
Sinking Fund as an example of in 
must in the highest degree promote 
And Lord Henry Petty, who succ< 
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Yet, deliLSive an the ^seheinc ciimc Id \h\ it t* 
benefits on tircat Britain, Mrstly, it ttaulni tlu' 
the National Debt duriuij the time i»l ja%u'r, N 
niillions were written utt in the* years t7»^4"t7o* 
country felt iueouvetuenee until the million l»a 
rowed at ruiiuius rales, BiJt, lar more tlian thi*** 
Sinking Intiul buoyeti up British eretlit at a time 
fidence was the first essential of the puhlie Stalely, 
days c4' 17(^7 and 1805 Briums were tterved by ihr ** 
leader, who never ijuailetl even in face of mutiny, i 
the near apprtntch of bankritjilcy. There are tinu 
justifiable trust is ktlter than the m««st ^^earihti 
Finally, it is the barest justice to the memory of Fit 
her that his whide financial policy in the early part i 
War resltnl the assiunplitm that Fram e w«mhl -o 
borne; and, as we shall ms*, that asaimptHin wa * ne 
experience of the past ami by every onUvard agn m 
life. It was the imah tdabh* fdermmt in the Fien^.h 
from the /eerV r// ma\.u^ of tyoj duwn to Au-Urj 
which hafiled Fitt and nn^anuitpliM as! he, Smlon^; 
load of ItsuL 

’ U.uiulnnu ‘ -'^hc'iUI M)i h 4<.hi3iOj h.ai 

MSS. i^Xu. \\ .iU « MUiU iU llir 'iluvt'i |sui- Isi4*ir4 
Up m sdn JatuuiV OS/., ‘thry im .i 

r«p»al to Srr, PnCti Mrstooaofla «»fi Ibr 

aiitl Na|Hilrofii 


CHAPTER ly. 

REFORM 


Unblest by Virtue, Govemmen 
Becomes, a circling junto of thi 
To rob by law ; Religion mild, 
To tame the stooping soul, a tr 
To mask their rapine, and to si 

The distempers of monarchy were the great si 
redress in the last century ; in this, the distempe 
Thoughts on the present Discontents. 

T he experience of statesmen has gei 
together the question of retrenchme: 
The connection between these two top 
nature of things. The brunt of taxa 
fallen on the middle and artisan classes 
only a small share in the government, th( 
are apt to run riot. Under an oligarchy 
ernment is likely to become a close pre; 
landless younger sons, the preservation 
thus assured by means which lower the 
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comes about that economists have fur the nutst [lurt pUnuIei 
a truly representative sv'stetn. 

As we have seen, Pitt hail twice hru«s;ht forward tlie tpie; 
of the Reform of Parliament, atui had twice ‘.uffered d« 
The need of caution was obvious; and this explains liis con 
in bet^gin^' that veteran refonner, Alderman Sawbridge, u< 
press his motion on this subject in the short sessiun of M 
August 17H4, 'Pile Prime Minister, ht>wever, ponnised to 1 
it before the House of t'ununtms early in the following ses* 
Some surprise was therefore felt on the opening day, 
January 17H5, when the King's Sjjcech coiiiaineti tui pro 
more definite than that he would eoju ur in every measure w 
would "secure the true principles of the eonstitution." ' 
himself, while admitting that the King's S|>eech might in 
House be assumed b) l>e the sjreeeh of the chief Minister, si 
that it was impossible to im hule in it a referem e trt that t 
The inference was obvitnis. that the King objected to it 
elusion in the sja-ech. 

For Pitt's interest in the suhjei t certainly hail not cooled 
the spring of ly.'t.f he had asiiired the Rev. t hii-.tophrr VV 
and the Vorkshire Association oj his devotion to the can 
the following as yet unpublished letter. 

hit, 1 7 ' 

(fKNTIiKMlCN, 

1 rnmidrt my-irif grrilly yun ihr lavtnir at 

fetter, which I rcrrivnl uf^m ehr* r^ih I l^|? Ir4¥r Ut 

that my atcil fi>r Rrfurm in P^rlkiiirnl im hy ttu tnr4ti?i 
I will nwf csjtcirt my cnckdVMaii uj tHiii im|w 

object 
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lated access of prudence, he added 
it must in no case be published; bi 
wise opponent bruited it abroad, with 
of the House now contrasted his eage 
inability to secure any mention of it i 
might declare that the subject was the 
that nothing but its complexity proven 
line of his proposal; but members d] 
North made a skilful use of Wyviir 
Pitt no definite disclaimer of the wore 
Pitt afterwards assured Wyvill that tl: 
his thoughts.^ 

Pitt judged that it would be best to 
the matter of Reform, perhaps becauf 
Wyviirs letter to blow over, or becaus 
in his Cabinet. Owing to these or ot 
give precedence to his resolutions for i 
of trade to Ireland, which will be deali 
and not until 18 April 1785 did he 
the subject of parliamentary Reform, 
nate, for the trading classes were by 
posals which promised to bring in th 
labour. 

Meanwhile Pitt drew up a draft sch( 
to W5will for his perusal. He proposi 
somewhat more than ;£’i,ooo,ooo in or 
in nomination boroughs, provided tha 
number should agree to forego their : 
to Parliament. In that case the boroug 
the electors receivinfy cnmnpn5?atinn 1 
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These suggestions strike ns as straii},'r!y n.in>|<rit, r vt r|.! i: 
: matter of copyhokis, which were ticalt with unae yr:.-( 
jlythan in Karl Grey's Hill ol'tS ti. The i.i..|.M-.ah !.•* ■!: , 
nchising the pocket huronyhs rescuthle a polkn al an. j: ;i 
t dangling a million before the pawaller-. *<l i tan.*si, » »i.u« 


ind, Castle Rising, etc., as the sole means ..l rn.iowm 


at counties with political {Knver, and of enaliliuy. -\!atu lirste, 
mingham, Ixeds. and SheflieU! to fimi attimlatr ultrjais e 
will in 1797 noted that these tmvjis fornird a part •*! Ts?!' 
erne of enfranchisement; but the Trimr Mini-trr a--' 

:n in 1785 to have ventured distirtetly to t.*n»uL»5e so sr?.** 
onary a proposal. In the draft ♦♦f a preamble to h»'» jtsn ls« 
ge.sted the advisability tjf ettlarging the r!ei ior.»te m the t .v:« 
several towns .such as Kdinburgh, (ila’igow*, Wisx Heiiri 
sre the Corporation ttr the tiuikl Merchant al<»ttr rritimes 
members of Parliament. 


''he.se draft propos.ihi reve.d the cantiun, trot to -.av jus*, las-; 
s, with which I’itt apitroachetl thi^ great .sdee-t. .ox! !b» 
le charaeteristies :i|i|)e.ir in the -.per. b oi j ipi \psu s • ■ 

vhich he introduced hi*, ine.eaue. While l.e ioo.; >> a 
lusiasm, it was instinct with iit««irr.it»> ai asrd yej • « 

started with the asstimplioii that thr Ib.ss-.e ..i 1 ..soifioir 
ht to ht; "an .Assendily frerly elr«tr.5. l«rtttrr:i wl» -sn a;-., 
mass of tile [jeople their was the ib"'.r-;l nuiMn asol rno-a 
cct .sym[tathy* but he protrrdeil to ,u1.«v the Jrais <» 
e who, like Hurke, -.aw in any change ,s Heath !»l»w !>» ils« 
ititution, by diHclaimtng " vague am! imhimtei! sioIsom*. ’ 
de.sireKl, he sakl, "a solier and practtcahle siheuie wl*»< I 
tld have for its basis the original prmupir uf irp«r*en!a 
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shell? Coming next to the outlines of hii 
that he would change neither the prop 
English members, as settled by the Act 
the numbers of the House. All that he ai 
was to disenfranchise 36 decayed borough 
72 members to the counties which most n 
sentation, as also to London and Westmin 

Moderation such as this implies tim 
was not all. As we have seen, Pitt die 
out this reform by compulsion ; and he 1 
cognizing as he did the monetary value of 
decayed boroughs, he proposed to form 
might gain compensation for this undoubt 
he introduced this novel proposal by depr< 
ish and maiden coyness which member 
there on a topic which they frankly discus: 
For himself he faced the fact that the r 
members to Parliament had a certain m 
therefore offered a due indemnity. Fur the 
other decayed borough should wish to s 
“ on an adequate consideration,” he propo: 
surrender, and to allot the two seats to an 
seemed most to need the franchise. Final 
the electorate in the counties by includir 
property was as secure as, sometimes moi 
the freeholders.’ 

Such were the proposals. They were 
time when Pitt had suffered in the opinior 

hi.*? nh5?tinarv in neraeverinp- with the 
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had nothini^^ better tu -iay than thut I 
principle of nnnpen^atit»u. 

The chief anpunriits a|faiie*t the ttune 
Fox, and Hanke^^, 'The tk*a det hired 
not a jot fur Refurin. Ririnin.duiin 
it One td tlu' inember^^ fur Snifulk, %vh« 
conHtituents^ had received nu iiiHtriiettun 
to get up a Refurin inerting in lauinl 
attendance td' only three lumilrrt! 
nimilar ehbrt*^ in the prtiviner'i ini’.dvt Im- 
from dim Rehear al **: 

\Vtt4S liMHsn “i»nsn*! Ml I-Uah 

A^^ fur IAi\, th-*tigh he vumd %vilh 
defeat the ineaMiie lie wtililv rxjda 
jHrople hy their alarm at Iiedr R: 

the point uf rtihgraiiiig trum a land tin 
should they tronhlr abuul il*^ eumitiluti 
tihjected tt* the awanl t«f any iiitlrriniiiy 
Imroughs* lire same p^int was *dirrw< 
I'hc measure* he said* was aleairil on tl 
declare against the whole principle % 4 ' 
oughs, and yet proceed It* allow titjrr 
triifTieker^? The aripimrnt was more rl« 
{Kmred in |H|4 when {hirhamriil awsinlr 
owners, llir tamil ah.o ramr wiih an i. 
and reprrsrnialivr of rMifr faille ^ tnti 
He iminediatrly arosr and av^o%vit itn; 
him tleeply on aecuimi oi h-^ng friei; 
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had drawn near to the verge of civil war. In 1785 the t 
would have been peaceful and progressive, Pitt was 
to work by permissive methods, and to leave open the 
as to which of the rising industrial towns should gain 
chise as it was sold by the decaying boroughs. Such a 
advance seems to us that of a snail, and marked by ; 
slime. But we must remember that the brains of thai 
tion worked very slowly on political questions; for 
they had to do with a society which was to ours aln 
lake is to a torrent. Further, it is noteworthy that thi 
buy out the pocket boroughs was the chief recommen 
Pitt’s measure to the House of Commons, Burke prc 
for thus gilding his pill; and Dundas’s chief plea 
measure was that it did not outrage the sacred inhei 
property.” Alone among Pitt’s supporters Bankes re 
these bartering methods. The attitude of the House s 
remembered, as it bears on the question how far 
justified in buying off the opposition of the Irish 
holders and others who suffered by the Act of Union o 
Could Pitt have taken any further steps to ensure th 
of his Reform Bill? Mr. Lecky, followed in this 
historians, has maintained the affirmative. He avers 
making it a ministerial measure, Pitt could have brougi 
on it all the influence of party discipline.^ To this i 
replied that Pitt’s majority, though large, was very ind< 
As will appear in the next chapter, we find him writin 
could not then count on the support of many of his 
from one day to another. They had floated together 
wreckage of the Fox and North parties, and had as y< 
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warily; and, except in the Warren 
French Commercial Treaty, he for 
that power of initiative which ma 
session of 1785. The fact is to be 
caution is manifest when we rememt 
blunder would have entailed a Fox- 
discords and confusion that must h 
zealous reformers, while regretting 
with Reform, continued to prefer hi 
appears in a letter written by Ma 
of the year 1788* On the news of 
George III, that veteran reformer w 
much fear that the King's preser 
produce other derangements not fc 
we are not to be sold to the Coalith 
arrived, and cabal, I doubt not, is la 
under his direction to overturn the 
distrust felt for Fox after his uni 
full force even in 1788. Their a< 
triumph of the Prince of Wales, we 
all political evils. This, I repeat 
determination of Pitt to continue ir 
But other reasons must also ha-v 
shelve the question of Reform at 
Cabinet was too divided on it to 
ence on a proposal which had ; 
marvel was that a Prime Minist 
Further, if we may judge from Geoi 
the active though secret oppositic 
only by Pitt giving an unmistakabl 
if it were used against the measure.' 
neutrality, Pitt could hardly go fur 
in the lurch bv breakinp- un hi.q Cal 
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whether collective or personal, had not then been 
established. Cabinets and individual Ministers res 
points of honour, or when they held that the Governn 
no longer be satisfactorily carried on. But neithei 
cases had arisen. The Government of the country 
could go on as well as before. True, a legislative 
of great importance had been rejected; but it cann 
clearly stated that in that century the chief work 0 
ment was to govern, not to pass new laws. Far 
next century the main business of a Cabinet came 
proposing and carrying through of new measures; bu 
was foreign to that more stationary age; and probablj 
would have accused Pitt of deserting his post had h( 
owing to his inability to carry a legislative enactment 
debatable character, Walpole has not been blame* 
he held to office despite his failure to carry his very 
Excise Bill. 

Again, why should Pitt have persevered with the 
Reform? Despite all the efforts of Wyvill and the As 
only eight petitions had been sent up to the House in f 
The taunts of North as to the apathy of the country 
answerable. No voice was heard in protest against the r 
the measure; and the judgement ofWilberforce was tha 
cally all reformers, that, after Pitt’s failure, Reform was 
Wyvill himself, in a pamphlet written amidst the exci 
1793 ) admitted that Pitt’s measure received little a1 
1785, and soon fell into oblivion — a fact which he ex 
the complete satisfaction which the nation then felt wi 
Ministry. Here we have the true explanation, furnisl 


embamth’S him; but that he might ex 
power, becau?^e whenever he wan i 
not fouiuictl un corruptiorg etnihi Htariil 

This estimate, In* a j>ractieal 
desire U> tlepn'eiate Pitt anti exalt ih 
far towards explaining the sjnnptorr 
thereafter notierahte in PiU*s earrrr, 
superb parliamentarian dtuiunating ii 
outset, but rather an itlralisl. ahne^st 
tu lead his muji»fity at his will by ihr 
principles, but mnv and agam hmiid lb. 
Mumatuty, but with humdrum men. \ 
of his upward ga/ings* iti*H'tsiH‘rilrd I 
interests, and diivc'u thriu'elMilh |s 
prejuttiees uf his party. 

First in iuip-urCanee anueie the rx|‘ 
driven alter the sptiug uf was lli® 
was shown in tlie IntnHhieliMig ih,a 

[K)lilieal senst\ denuird the sy^anii 

whereby the King and his Prime Mim 
of their pidicy. Peefa|.:c“i, fii' 4 in|»rir-i. 
fimecurt:s and itaitgershijei, were llie da 
Ministry in «»r*ier to keep thrir sleek 
thin the ranks of the Iran and hnn;;..:: 
alone cuunlrii for nnu’h; for wr find 
Fox«Norlh Ministry of tjKg ihal llir . 
to create a single peer ihiring Ihnr |r 
or later Ik! fatal to them. thH^rrniiini 
sioiiH was looked the naliiial 

the session of tjHj Piit m-a-d iiilliiriiM 
date WiltR^rh^rtr veniured on itie %-ri 
that Pittbi eummaiid over Parhanirin 4 
of 17H4 Was so ip’eai. that he nnghl I 
ciple** and have dis|frnsed w’lih m 
however, \m adtniralion fd him for 
tnidinif tHilitiriasr^. m rsiniirelis^i wliu. 
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ruary- April 1785, to use “influence'' more and more. ^ 
in his letters to the Duke of Rutland and Orde sever; 
tions as to the management of members in the Irish Pa 
and he sought to conciliate waverers by other mean; 
the abandonment of those clauses of the Irish Resoluti 
were most obnoxious to British traders, and an almi 
use of honours and places. This last expedient he adi 
willingly; for on 19th July 1785 he wrote to the Dub 
land that circumstances compelled him to recommenc 
addition to the British peerage than he liked, and th 
very desirous not to increase it farther than was absolut 
sary.^ This shows that his hand was forced either b 
leagues or by the exigencies of the time. Possibly the 
of peerages had to be made in order to secure the f 
the Irish Resolutions even in their modified form. It 
ating to reflect that this descent from a higher to a k 
of policy thenceforth secured him a majority which fol 
lead, except on the isolated questions of the fortifi 
Portsmouth and Plymouth, and of the impeachment 0 
Hastings, the latter of which he left entirely open. 

It will be convenient to consider here the quest! 
fortification of the chief national dockyards, as it £ 
determination of the Prime Minister to secure ecor 
efficiency in the public services. As we have seen, his 
was to carry out a work of revival in every sphere of th 
life. When thwarted in one direction he did not 
energies, but turned them into new channels. On the 
of the Irish Resolutions, he urged the Duke of Rutlar 
out the most practicable means of healiner the disconte 
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had not come from the Roy id Kn 
tnuIictecL' Further» it shiHdt! lie t 
the proponal his owo» Diinda^-i lU 
ktunvn to tlislike it, ''rherr h t 
iUvelt oiu that tlu: eustian wftith 
cm the rejection of any im}H*rlan 
H/.cd into a rule. 

Thh was the last severe ehrti 
Hament for many years* l*hr fat- 
three in twenty -’two months with 
ti|te shows that his majorily rralh 
tu put Fox and North in powri, 
cjuesiion^ as Fox knew* even whn 
kefit in oftii.’e solriy by lice ru^-al 

Xcnsnlheless in tlie yrai's 
wrakeninit in Fitt^s ir^.*avr 
was in his inmof 4 tonvH.iiuns, 
towards tlie 'bury position. Foiii 
rivals in the year 17^4* amt a|>iin 
enabled him to link itir eaiisr 
nation* Bwt i»c.c:a:sioiis w^rr* 
to owe a triiiinph to the ino*lake-’. 
condttiiins. For mistakes will l»r 
of life eireumstaiH'rs will aiisr 
according iu etcmenlal pniicijdr^ 

Hven lieforc the h*rrnt.;li Rrv^ 
ritl*H refiirming conv}! Ismii-., Ilin 
as a touchstone, lids w-as llie |: 
lion and l*esl Acts of liie ir^gn 
had excluded from offjrr 
all who w^'otild not receive ifir 
of fcheC!htireli tsf 
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position was yet one of hardship. Certain bodies 
scrupled to make money out of their conscientious ol 
As is well known, the Corporation of the City of Lo 
upon the plan of augmenting^ the building fund of t 
Mansion House by passing a by-law in 1748 fining any I 
who refused to serve when presented for nomination a 
and then proposing rich Nonconformists for that offi 
until 1767 did the able pronouncement of Lord Mansfi< 
Upper House secure the rejection of this odious device, 
forth Nonconformists secured immunity from fines fo: 
to serve in offices that were barred by the test of tl 
ment. 

Nevertheless their position was far from enviable 
freaks of insular logic Protestant Dissenters were a! 
vote in parliamentary elections and even to sit in the 
Commons; but though they had a share in the ma 
amending of laws, they could hold no office in a Corpe 
any of the great London (k)m[)anies; commissions in 1 
navy, and offices in other pul)lic services were <ih 
closed to them. Severe [)eualties hung over the hen 
one who, in reliance on tlie annual Act of Indemnity, 
to infringe any of these singular enactn\ents. Publi 
approved this exclusiveness; and an anecdote tol 
humorous mass of ititolerancc. Dr, Johnson, shows 
judice was still keen in the circle,s which he frequei 
Sir Robert Chambers, and John Scott (the future I.or 
were walking in the gardens of New Inn Hall at Oxf 
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sii^ruUly fnileti tti supprenn Di^Hei 


anhiuneci of these petty attempts 
uFthe Kvar^felieal revival aruuset 
the must sacred rite uf the C diuri ! 
htvletli, (\nnprehensitin within tl 
hi^jhly cldHirahle; but clearly it 
by Krastian laws which enabled 
way into the (‘usturns nr KKri? 
altar af the nearest church aluni; 

Aecurdiniily Ntmeunfurmist*'* J 
their side in the srssitm uf 
of tlumc exclusive statutes. A **1 
ehiunpiuned their cause in a vni 
which wuri the ailiniraticai uf V\ 
untunaly t>f rrtainini; this uhl w 
expuse to the {leiialties iif the h 
if ever he returned iu thin cutini 
need \m apprehended fur the K 
the Act of Supremacy Windd c 
all Roman Cathulics, m we!! as 
c^f the iVatestant UiH^ic^nlers liac 
election uf I7^4i when they vu 
preru|tiUive.s of the Cremn. He ‘ 
tinuance of ermetments which 
fication-desk fur tax-gatherers 
ful lowed with a strung plea f 
Locke anti other writers who d 
ligiuus tests in political matters 
the Whig lcader> was disgraced 
amh seeintr that it renre^iefjlrt! 
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lishment, and it of necessity implied some restrictions 
outside its pale. The constitution of Society involved lir 
of individual rights ; and he averred that the laws in 
were justified by that consideration. Furtlicr, there 
means whereby moderate Dissenters could be admitted 
privileges while the more violent were excluded. If all 
mitted, they might overthrow the outworks of the Establ 
These arguments carried the day by one hundred and 
six votes to ninety-eight (28th March 1787).^ 

Bishop Watson, of Llandalf, in his Reminiscences,’’ 
Pitt’s conduct on this occasion. He declares that the Cl 
of the Exchequer had no strong feelings of his own on 
ject, and had therefore referred the matter to the Archl 
Canterbury. The I^rimate had assembled his colleagues 
both, and by ten votes to two they had decided to up 
Caroline enactments. If this be correct, Pitt’s action v 
Certainly his speech was half-hearted, and utterly dif 
tone from his orations on Reform, the Regency, SUi\ 
other topics which moved him deeply. Moreover, the 
a matter of this kind to the bench of bishops was 
reasonable as taking the opinion of country squires o 
posed mitigation of the Game Laws, or of college d( 
reform of their university. A Prime Minister abdi 
functions when he defers to the opinions of a class rcs| 
proposal which will trench on its prerogatives. 

‘ “Pari. xxvi, 780-832. On 8th May 1789, a Bituilar 

Beaufoy was defeated by 122 votes to 102 xxviii, 1-41). 
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Wr haltl -irlyrTi biuJtid Sm ihr n.div 
t»f tluiy whnh u-s ,4ll 
uf Qurrri Vh-shiu, Xuvrmbrr I ■ 

M ONTAlCfNK uiirr ulfrrr^l 
Um;%m whn **rhrw llir uh 
tri the llr c^nipkil wilfi r 

i!^ really far more .^criuw^, iiiitiie! 
mlm for juclgtngi aiu! ** f«jr l>riitlo 
fur the {ire.^rning hintury in tw 
way uf makinii it ili|?r!iliblr 
which hcH and figure^ will 
EM if by magic. 

Further, the m**<icrn hi^luri.ui 
topical inriliMd that it the *ifi|y | 
the infinity uf n( thr Un\ 

parliarnrfilary debater and war-*, f 

Intrigur-* anti jdiilanthn^pir fimvr: 
em[Hre tmilding, the effurt-i *4 gi 
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history can x\o t)c a tietailcd paiun’inna uf life, hut 

and oU|tht to he a series td’ ctunpatuun pictures, infurincnl 
persunality nf the artist and deviutl ul eunsi*iiius prcdudic is 

Amni^f the tliverse subjiu is wliii h ei»ufr<*tit m in the 
sidetl career td' Pitt, lUMie staiuls immi apart than tljal 
rclatiuns in India. Of his Ihni ulean labour^* we ntay, p? 
term this one tlie cleansini^ ni the ;\u|^ean stables* 1 he t 
turn that clunit ubmit the Indian Cf«ivernineiit, t!ie baftli 
nu)tcness u( its duties, the sini-pdar relations td' the Mast 
Company It) the t/renvn, and of its uwn MftU ials Ui it, abn 
the stc.nans of passtcui which had been aruie^ed by the im 
dealinitH of Warren HaHtinns and the furitHis inv«n lives of 
fjrt^^sented a problem which ciaild not be solved save 1 
exercise of insight, patience, and wise forcelulne'-is. It 
greatly overlnirden this narrative to rerount tfie signal 
albeit marred by deedn of sevnuy and inju^tii'r, whereby 
ings gru[)(ded with the Mahrafta \\\tr and the ituur^ 
llyder Ali into tint Carnatic. All that need be rrtnnidirrr 
in that Ihuiiamrmt had c«nr*nrrd Mcne of hi^ ar t ions ai 
nnindc’d his rccsdl, that the (‘otut of I)neriMi% m| the i Sa 
had endorsed that demand, but that the i‘«anl mI Poipuris 
aniudled it. Hastings tltereiiur fefn.uned 4! tn-. po-a, $04 
wsndd appear, from a convi^fiois 1I14I tie alone iottid sal* 
British supiemat y. 

Ac'cordinidy. cm this all important gurstion lliefr w^as d 
in the executive powers at C'alcuHa* and m the Kasi 
Caimpany itself; while the ifcaibordiiiaiion of very many 
iaimpuny Vi servamis in India further revealed llir iiisulth:ii 
Lord Norths Regulating Acl oi lyyy h\irum’ 4 irly, In 


were perfectly able to upliulil 
extreme wan touched by il 
the afTairn tif the (‘om|i;usy» uf 
be a sink t)f corruption and iniqui 
heune the wealth acquircil by i 
he, the patrcMiai^r of the India 
in the Directors or in the Chowi 
tluence from hamlH which had **o ^ 
lMtt‘3 position, it st»on appear 
these extremes. Four days lain 
duml luH second Intlia Hdl iu ; 
i'umspectitm. He ‘ 4 *uteil !r«an I 
fashioneil ihetnitlines of hi^* iMrmr 
tliou^j'h a charter oui^hl not n* m 
yet nothin|{ but alciolute neiT'^'a' 
'The affairs of the I'miipany, he 
extreme a measure. His atm we 
prtivc «m» the exisiin|.j plan of 
were two essentials lo lie mum 
aclivily and reHoureefubiess m 
obetiience to the measures thciai 
td' these requisites tandd lie* alia 
Indian Government a certain ih 
latter it renulted that that piwrr 
of a rc||u!atin|t Iluaril at htune. 

Pitt therefiwe recurretl tti his 
Governments tif the Presidencin 
CJeneral, enmigh authority to rn 
ItmcicN; but he also propo'-ird 
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Such were tlie chief proposals. As for the spirit v 
formed the measures, it may be divined from that pa 
speech in which the Prime Minister set forth the func 
principles of our Indian policy. They were in brief t 
avoidance of war and of alliances that might lead to 
the use of such conciliatory methods as would further 
which we had chiefly in view — pacific commerce.* 

Neither the spirit of enlightened patriotism, which 
the .speech, nor the practical nature of the proposals 
the measure from fierce opposition. That acrid opp 
Warren IIasting.s, Mr. Francis, taunted Pitt with leavir 
Directors of the Company the mere shadow of authorit 
prophesied that the large powers vested in the Governoi 
and in the Governments of the Presidencies would be a 
flagrantly as ever they had been in the past. Fox e 
these objections with his usual force, asserting that 
large powers were given to the Crown, and that the 
Board would be quite as [)artii>an a body as the Comrr 
to whom he in his India Bill had entrusted the n 
power. He further insisted that to leave appointmeni 
Company, while depriving it of authority, was a misera 
o.vpcdient which must sap the base of government, 
.side, the Jh'rectors of the Company complained that 
sent Bill at several points trenched on their tradin 
which they had always expressly reserved to themsel 
they urged that they must retain in their own hands th< 
recalling their own servants. As for the proposed tril 
the trial of di.sobedient officials, it seemed to them an 
factory experiment, seeing that both trial by jury and : 
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wan daar that official wtutlc 
mcann in order in arrive at ih 

On the whale, htnvever, tl 
alTairH frarn Wentmin^ter, wi 
ingly a^Mcrted eleven yearn « 
fact of the situation. Thin 
Ci»nHtitutiun unci pawerH af 
wm t« crtnniHt af nix mcinl 
by the Kinfj: the (.’haneelli 
the Secretaries nf State l>ein| 
of these two, ilu^ seni«*r inrn 
preside; aiu! fuialty the rtn\ 
to rest virtually with hint, -a' 
Secretary tjfState for tiulia. I 
from a letter of Uiutda^ to 
attended the Hoard rripdai 
Inininess. 

1*0 this Board were sulii 
lietweeii the (*umpany and 
which referred solely to tratf 
t»f the C*ourt i*f Director^ ?i 
issued turdern wtiich the I 
Further, at the «*eeoiiri rratli 
allow the Iliiard in uritent 
commands to Imlia wittn 
Direetcirs. Finally, if itie ( Va 
dedsimis, the idtiisiatr judi^r 
that is, with a h«aly lar|.od; 
aptHsdrd.* While, therefore, 
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was rev'ivctl (m an iin|HJNin|; scale; aiul the rrlatinus su 

sistin^ between 1 ‘Vaucc aiul the Hutch Rr|niblic auijuicd iit \ 
the Hritisli (huniniuits in the Orirtil, Mvea) thine* theniui 
tended to eiu|»hasi/c the need nf Htruii|» thn euunrnt at i 'aUailt 
and the uttcutitui directed tn Indian ahair^s Ciiic*ei{uent un I 
charges brought against Warren Hastings eatly in tiu" yr 
1786, further ctinvinced tnatiy cutniietent jtniges at the need 
strengthening the Indian executive, These cunsideratinns Inrin 
the reastmH which led l*itt to bring in an Amending Af t 

If we may judge fnnii Idtt s.s{.>c:echeHtif’ f^th and C-^nid March 
that year* he had been much itnpressetl by tlte ^^agaiily n| t 
(luverntn’dleneral in seeking tn frame an alltaiue with the <irt 
Mugul fur the purpteie nf crnmterhalancing the fil’ieiisivr league 
Tippnn Sahili with the Frencln 1 ‘hr atthm uf Hasiin|yt* ( uun 
in frustrating this statesmanlike plan, la^cause it ctuilraveiird t 
instruclunts td' the Humpany, slmwefl the uimdsiiMiii nf duut 
tying the hands nf a cumpetent gtivermir, first hy snsUmetiii 
drawn up ifi Leatlenhall Street, ami secundly by a t unmil 
which peciantry i»r persmial spite f »ndd parahv-r great rut 
prises. Dbvimisly what w%is required wms tf» thtHr^r tin- ri|' 
man as tiuverma’ tiemna!, tlieii tM giant him p^avns lai 
tainugh in meet srriuus cum's, and n« pla^ f' turn in sm li a ir 
titiu tn the ilnmc’ iiuvrimiirili that th»*sr pnwrfs wntild ||m| 
abusefi, NiUte t»i thesr ctaidliitUis inuhl be '^altsUrd -a* Inng 
the i.uinpany appuintri! the supreme nlficials and pi^^seui 
their fuiu ti«ms. 

liut 1‘ittS billnl' had efiaiiged alt this. As we have sr 
the Uritish Cinvernmenl was the driving hm^ nl ilir Inilj 
machinery Abe (.'mitpany actini! merely mM inirrmritiair whi 
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iKJWcrs were also conferred:! on the l*o 
Bombay. Finally, the (Jovernor-tk-nera 
up any vacancy in the (‘ounci! occasit 
also to act as Ciunmancler'in-Chief. 

Tlutse far-reachit)}! jjrojM>sah catiNtHl 
How, He hurst forth into a violent tii.itrili 
and bloody hones Bill.” I’itt's first Ind 
an abortion of tyranny, an imjKTfect ( 
haniled about as a show, but hyjHK'ris) 
the full-^rown monster was liefore them 

And lit hin 

('niiuh rfn|i|nyn$rnL 

It alrauct* hr 'uud, tn r,x|^r<i nirri 
cirsjHAi^»ni like* that alwHU U* l>r nrt U] 
Mwrd imrd id' uiufiiphH ti» thr ujirn: 

T\w JriiU r.M{mViirr i4‘ mm 
killibk:? jiid|»rrncnjtH rvrn rtf Ihr hr**l n\ 
which liiirkr tnmi h^vr rr|*r^ 
utuli^rhKjk l\h cru^^udr hmuii t 

tha vhih tif hi*4 wmlh m\ thr 
with robbing thr Ctnuiril lit i'lihuiiiii ul 
tian^. Thi^i wiih ned Muriirining* hr 
obviuuf^ly prrirrrrd ^prrrh ti> iu.ii«ML i ! i 
hi^ nctiuiw prr^nitrd u hmg rrcturti nf 
thr lu»nc»ur;iUlr grntlrinan dr^^dml tmb 
drrlinrtl in nnii« r hrutrti prfiunidilir*^ 
tu thr tii^k nf (irnving thiit thr Hill nn 
nr*i*ic^ Ilf thr IndiiU) Chwrnnnrnt. imt 
?iituutitifL Thin rrnly, tjthrl, iliijnififfni, ii 
llfHHr with him by ii riiai«irity nf righl 
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this autocracy was, after all, local and conditional — a fact m 
B urke overlooked or ignored. While wielding despotic auth 
in India, the new Viceroy was but an adjunct of the Bi 
constitutional machine. It is perhaps the highest of ! 
achievements that he saw how to combine two ideals of Go' 
ment, the oriental and the occidental, in a way that cond 
to vigour of action in Bengal, and did not impair poi 
progress at home. While investing the real ruler of India 
powers far greater than those wielded by Warren Hasting 
subordinated them to the will of King and Parliament. 

It has been asserted that Pitt was weak as a legislator 
will be well to notice this charge at the close of these volt 
But surely, when judged by all conceivable standards, his ! 
Bills must take rank amongst the greatest of legislative act 
ments. For by those measures, Pitt subordinated the most p( 
ful of all Companies to the British Parliament. By it, 2 
have seen, he harmonized the claims of a viceregal auto 
in the Orient with those of popular government at home 
he thereby saved the British Empire from the fate which 
that of Rome. Historians of the Roman Republic agree th? 
favourites of the Senate of the type of Verres who we: 
loose on the provinces beyond the sea, not only proved the 
frightful scourge to the subject peoples, but also underi 
popular liberty at home by the unscrupulous use of their 
dered hoards. The same system palsied the limbs of that E 
and drugged its brain. Whether the “ nabobs ” who roll< 
frorn India and settled down in England would finally 
exerted this doubly baleful influence, it is futile to inquire 
had they gorged and bribed for several generations, the i 
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man succeeded in the task 1 
the ancient parliamentary syst 

The first of the purliamentar 
whom Fitt early in 17H4 desi| 
of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
also early in 1785, he urgerl 
functions of Govcrnar«(fenei 
India; but the earl at that t 
powers of the Cummanderdn^ 
high hopes which Duntlas 
of Cornwallis, shown by his dc’ 
in 1782, now led the IVIiiu%tr> 
clucing the Amemlini!; Act t 
Governor^Chmeral in case^ 
ingiy Hcx:cj)ted ofiice; and in 
( I78ci'^ 1793) Hritish rulrua^ m 
the attacks uf the Mahr#tttafi ^ 
of lkjnaparte» 

The same year which saw 
witnessed also the intjii’achiiM 
not concerned hare* with the 
material for that longest and 
What dt^es concern ns is the 
perhaps the mcjst ctnnplex pf« 
hood. Seeing that he was rlh« 
House of Commons wliirh n 
part of the tiuesUtm cannot U 
to separate one of the chargcH 
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East India Company was often on the verge of bankr 
Undoubtedly the perpetual want of money led Hastings 1 
most questionable of his enterprises, the letting out of the 
pany’s troops to the Rajah of Oude for the purpose of d 
out or subjecting the Rohillas, a race of freebooters on his i 
western borders. But difficulties thickened with the outbn 
the war with the Mahrattas and the French. The climax 
in 1780 when Hyder Ali, the usurper of Mysore, let loo; 
hordes upon the Carnatic, and threatened to sweep the I 
into the sea. Then it was that the genius of Hastings aw( 
full strength. He strained every nerve to send from the He 
a large force of troops to the relief of the despairing settL 
at Madras ; and, money being an essential, he cast about 
means of finding it without wholly depleting the exchequer 
embarrassed Company. Among other devices he pressed ' 
his feudatories, Cheyt Singh, Zamindar of Benares, for a s 
;£‘So,ooo in addition to the annual tribute. Seeing that the I 
held the paramountcy in India, and therefore enjoyed the 
of calling on the vassal princes for help in time of emergen( 
claim was reasonable, especially as Cheyt Singh^s father 
his position to the East India Company. After giving 
assistance in each of the years 1778-80, Cheyt Singh be^ 
grow restive in 1780 when the demand was renewed, and s] 
signs of disloyalty. Hastings thereupon imposed a f 
500,000. More than this, he went to Benares in person, 1 
to browbeat the Zamindar; but, his following being scam 
troops of the latter rose against him, and cooped him up 
residence. With the splendid coolness which never deserte- 
he manfully faced the danger. Secretly he sent warning tc 


226 


WILLI A 



when wc know that Hurkt* ticii' 
{joisoned Hource. Fraiuas, the tni 
had been worsted by tluit ma>.te 
at C'sdctitta; at>d, i>n 
wouiule«t in fair fijjht. It wa*; t! 
in 1781 returned to Kn^Jand C«» 
and found them incarnate in Hui 
The genius which ctJahleti th 
scrtmc and smil-satisfying jndi'r 
was allied with a more than fe 
left him at the mercy of ftr *t imj 
On all jtoints of honour, whether 
rous nature carried him to estte 
The two incidetJt'i recounted aln 
imlignathm, which cooled hut ■>! 
French Revolution olnes-icd him 
crusade against Hasting * to }mi 
egregiousiy failrtl. As Mas aitiav 
untrustworthy essay on Warren 
Haustings begatt iti 17S1, survive 
the next decade, and lived on int 
timmry Kra, (dearly it resulted 
view on Indian affairs. Kven t** * 
of Hastings* career are well kno 
demned by men of a similar her 
his jKiliey agjx^ars !»tale*maniikc 
wealth tjf benefits ctmfcrrcd on 
(>ay little hectl tt» miscarriagr>i * 
irtcidental to an alien admmisirai 
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iif hiH uppruunU^, Burke (uui \fivtn) ruHire uf a hiistile t 
the ilcHtse «if t'ofiunuiui; InUjii the then dHcretliteel hV 
()p|HHittini. it unlikely puns. Minister's (Vir 
part apprnvtnl the runiiurt t4 Hastings. Pitt aNu i 
tuive hrrn lavnurahly iin{iressirl liy an intcrvit*w which 
towanln the mtl uf Junr. Unlnriunately aertnuU si 
what must liavr Wen a mrnutrable meeting. Hastings 
fifty-iwit years t%{ age, exactly clnuble the ?i|.nm nf liiV { 
the Prime Minister, But the young statesman had b; 
the same faculty of amtroUIng hin feelings underacahr 
which the t#«wernt»r4teneral had {wrfected during yea 
dictive i»p{«-Hitiun at C-silcuttii. The ctumtenance of 
thin ami worn by the workings tif a tc«n active brairg r 
the beholder of the mdite lines of Milton: 

lirrp r»n his fnmi engraven 
f irltl^rr^ueri 'uU atid futhtif f iire: 

Anil print fly ftninsrl tn \m tare yra slu»ne 
M^jr^nr, 

Undijubtedly they were then the ablest mm of at'tit 
fare; am!, tlrspite envious surmises to the contrary, \v 
sure that Pitt hioked with ailmiration tifi the plat iil ii 
features of the man whose gig.mtit' tt»il hat! saved Brit 
Both of them had the power i*f thrtnving ^df the cair 
and of indulging in play (id interciutfse wrth frirntis;* a 
of manner and caiiivrrsalion must have enlivened the i 
Yrl each w-as riosriy on h}?4 guard. The opjMHtlion t 
to Hastings (for he it wms who rmwed the vote of rensu. 
in May ijHa) must have roloiired PitPs feelings; and 

fckiiP"* lie-*! I llitl » tf f ■* 


228 


WILLIAM PIT 


just. He was awaiting further informatL 
complicated case. We know that he se 
explanation of the terms of a zamindar 
ently in order to clear up some of the q 
Zamindar of Benares.^ Thus, while Lan 
Thurlow loudly proclaimed their confiden< 
King continued to converse with him me 
and Queen Charlotte accepted a splenc 
sented by his wife, Pitt remained guarde 
Many members of the Opposition wisl 
censure drop, and urged this at a priva 
Duke of Portland’s residence shortly 
Parliament in January 1786. But the 2 
had not cooled with time. Further, on tl 
sion they were pointedly challenged 
accredited agent of Hastings in the Ho 
a poor champion. Verbose, tedious, ar 
same theme, he wearied the House with 
before they came officially before it ; anc 
great trial Fanny Burney remarked: 
Hastings should have trusted his cause t 
I believe — and indeed it is the general 
and foes — that to his officious and inju( 
prosecution is wholly owing.” ^ 

Yet Scott would scarcely have flung d 
out the knowledge and consent of his 
grounds it is probable that Hastings, wit 
preferred that the question should com 
trial rather than swell with the accreti 
innuendoes.^ We must also remember 
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thdl fhr i'!e*rk Itu* Ilnu«vr ‘'itiMtihl rc%*i«! IHitid. 
rrHi^luliMii-v »»l i'rHMtir »'l Mav .tiif! Ihni sisiiiit'.i!!)" 

CluiC iluti i:rnf IrtiMiu, fhr |:ifr^idrfiC «»l thr ^^prc'i.d n 

dtitlrr »i| Ihr HMiD»r,, w.i'^ tfir iiiaii iimw liJtakr M'l 

llir r.\. Vkrr«3>y. Hr iuiiv^rlf %%\%% hill a tnmitilr tnriii 
uf ituil I Miniiiillrr, #iihI hr iimw h.^»krih hilt ifi vain, h> 
|«nvrr It* i^ivr rifn'l In thr ratiirr rr^t« 4 iiliniri Ilni: I jirit'rii 
hii '’aid, wilh ryr'n nil 1*111, ih.d 4 «v hr whii h 

thrrr jtrr rrnt^^ way t^r raivd in valiir aflrrt Mini^4rr*i tii 
tirrfdy than itir vinhurd rigtih^ rd' millit^n^ nf ihr hnttiaii rars 
thsiida"!, iirvrr 4ii rtirriivc hulrd fu mTi|*||lr away If 

thr rhaiifr nt iih mnd^dritry itusH ji«*inlrdly drivrn tinmr. 1 
attiludr ut Ihll wa*! ralm and dignifirii. In ihr id 

adfiHiiiird iktialr hr imtfr^riril Uvi iiriifralily nn chr «{nr^4li 
Whiir tannitiriiding Hiiikr fnr thr fiir^drraliini witfi wtikti 
ihrii urftrd tir-i «irfii4fi*i’i* hr adiidlird lhal llir idl4r|.:r^;i Ifftai 
fla^ditign mndtl t*« tir iiivr* 4 i|.:alrd and hi’‘i |:uilt 
fiinm:rfirr |»fM\*rd hv itn nnfr-ilatdr rvidris«r, ani/* hr •'■s, 
*Hirilhrr a tlrlrimsnrd liiriul ipir u| \lt\ lUrdiniyi, hul I ' 
litr |tnfn i|dr*int |tr 4 ii r and rdnity. I rrt tnnnirnt! a «. , 
di^ifta'^annalr' invr' 4 j^yiln ai, Iravini^ rvriv man In fidtnw ihr 
inil'-r mI In^ nuiid,'* ^ 

1 hi-a «|rt Liiain^u *4 nrulralify, thr iin|M4t nf whiis li u. ill afif 
ill ihr *^r*|Urh did iimI nii|*lv lhal itirtr wa’i tn t«* hm niVr*il 
lifiii. 'Ilir t ii4t}rn|.^r liavini-^ t«rrn ihmii'ii flnwii, itir hnitiniff 
Wi^^i !$«nind In im-si rrd, 1 hriirrhalti IdU innlifirtl hiiiv^rlf Iti 
«4 afhifrr, llurkr ip#w riilari^rtl hi’rt nu 

inrttlilr ail thr Mflitiat nrrr*i|M»ilflrfirr rr'-ii'irtliiii.f t Hitir, wh 
Ufiftii Ihr Miitriiri iifi^rd him in hi'^ 
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Drihi In m| ihr ^4a|^-iui'.h m Sheri 

ituU the mI wrrr |H“i1«%ily well kiu 

the iipUrkl rilS*. 4ri hy 14 ^ vi^r'H Im ;*j4' 

‘Flu' iir\l iiiMvr 1,4 Uir I’if^ r»ri. ut*>i iV 4 -^* lu tlrfiianil tlir 
mI ersLUil wsliir'^.r-j aI ihr ii.ir *4 ihr lluiDir, l"hr ,\f4‘4rr i4 
K'^-41’* Mhjrrtcni mu *4 iMiin* an*! j?r<^4r^4r'«l 4|;4iii'At 

4p}K%ir4nvr «4 |Miii|ibIrF* hinlilr i«.* !l4*i|in|,j*i wiiirli luiil ! 
iiHlir4HMii*4y Itir ut Iniih IFm 

Hillkr llien adsniUri! llnil inm| ul ihr Sl4lr l*4|irr"i a’tkril 
Iniit hrrii |.^r4nlcr4* lliungh ^ainir h4^l lM*rii striiirit, hul 41 1 
iAnnpUnsrif llul wemiiwv liynig h.»i|ii*4*4i tUr imri 

lum ihli 4 hI iimI llii Milh A|nil Burke tmHiglil hH% 

tw*.» iiii^ir fJnirgr'** wherrii|»*^n Bill rnmirked ihal ihry t«*nl4 
tiHieh r'fiiininil iiiulirr* but lie tupf hirmnt iia n|hiii«»ii m l«* 1 
i;arrrrliir^r- 4 ^ hr lhal il WiniUI 4j4|ir#4r c»lhrn»vnir, bul 

IbHi’ie miml rKaiiniir ihnn witli llie uiinu*4 
h 4 Viii|,^ l 4 Uiilrd him with pi'rirsidmg I** ^rr nu guilt ^vlirr 
l«Hs IliUrin BlU «lr|nri 4irt! %i|i It hulrr ill 

iir|i 4 lr hr t!rmuur4 U% ihr rx.amiiaUMU i#l wiUir’r*r’i « allrt 
ifir jifM-^rt uFu }jNr'f»»ir ll.riling"* liuirirff had Iw-rii hraid at 
l-uir. tir dritiamird tlnil llir 4 M.u%r 4 'ih*nihl ha 

firaitng lnriHir ihr * 4 lh'il 4 n!latr«l lltrii 1 4 *.r, Hr 

ilrrhiird 1 I 14 I hr w*n§!4 ii*»l 4-^un*rnf l*» ihr rHammaluui mI 
lir-rir’J, lUlI |r*ri |i# ihr ||i||ihr4i hllirill mI Il4*4lllg‘j, rUi 

V4giir 4iiil imlrfinilr i luiigri yrt t«*fMrr Itir ilt.4rtr, \Vi^ 
fttirti r r^inT^ricd ihr lti4l llir Mmi'ifrr wmihl 

llir ^4c4ity jMlh hr had inif'atiril 4111 .I w«4itci itnl tir tlrivrn i 
tl hy Ihr iiiiriii|^i4lr 4ll4t:k^ id' fitirkr iiivej| 

ilrmuoii, hill ihr iiillrf Mrrkil Itir iky hy 
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they knew little and cared less. Accordi] 
hanced hope of success that Burke, after 
preparation, brought forward his charges r 
War. On 13th June he introduced their 
them Grenville defended the conduct of He 
that the Rohillas had by their raids provoke 
was well to remove them. Dundas censurec 
maintained that, while the Governor-Genera 
called for it twelve years ago, there was no g 
him for it now, especially as in the interval 
times named him Governor-General. Wilbe 
weighed much with Pitt, took the same ^ 
nificant speech of the defence was that o 
behalf of Hastings’ honour, urged the Hous 
to the House of Lords, where alone a fu 
pronounced.^ Pitt spoke only on a small 
voted with Grenville and Dundas. Despite 
speech by Fox, the House sided with wh 
ministerial view, and at half-past seven 
3rd June rejected Burke’s motion by 119 v 
Undaunted by this further rebuff, Fox 
ably brought up the charge relating to th 
Singh, Zamindar of Benares.^ He allowed 
of Hastings in power twelve years after the 
to imply that Parliament had condoned t 
plea could not be urged respecting the B 
He showed that the Company had agreed 
pendence of the Zamindar of Benares, ar 
pressed on him remorselessly for aids in 
and had finally mulcted the exhausted pr 
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.ipptNir rjrAirr, hh iiuiriuuuiir *4' tii«»ir Itiriil, ur 

liD4 r!«H''i.ili*»n iii‘*rr rj^ny 4ti4 iiuitruu, I v-^ thr ns^tr ir^iuirk - 
dh\c 4'* ihr ,i^M“Ar4 hi*i «!r’--iiir mi 

'gluiiiid'i !’'» fillll*irl! |fs»iu ifir sh'4 '^i*!'4»sn 4 ".n tu||||«lr\ 

asiil f-rnix-^r 4 |^t^»hlryi. \Vr kn«»H hii Irllri «4' Ii4}l 

JiliH* t^s iMirii, lh4l lir h4it *' Ii4i«|lv h*4ir’j riiuy|4i tu rr.id all ilir 
j44|^r'* 1 I 14 ! vi4iitfiiy’Miri arlHir" - ihr Hriiairn rhargri/ li 

i'i ltit^rrk»ir « Irar flial tir lir^ iwli-jriiinil wiltiiii 4 vrrv 

liinr *i|>rrrli, In ihn^, l^m^rvrr, hr *4«**ii n||iH%-ril lhal 

tir hail |?8Mlir4 ll|r itiiiiravir'i i4' thr- *|iir’4iM8r Sr-|liii|.^ f»i^rlh hi 
hr|4tl itir Irfifi^ n|' 4 f aillllldar*''^ Iriillir, hr 

|ri4|Mli Iti4t liir I k,»ii||«4lir hat! Ii« Ili;h! In r^arl 411 '^ihl '' if*Hn 
an hi«ir|irii«iriil raiah.** Ifr ifriinuird h* ihr rpiitirl ** hitlr 
|irinlriii/* 4 I tr4*4 4^ iri^ardr*! itir 'iiiinrriiir' jwiwrr ill tiitlia, 
Thr f^avri' tia'i 4*s 4 Hidit in tiffirr iT rri^h'^ In rK4«:l 

aid’d* fiMW anv ^n.-rraiti in Tiir«»|i*r fmtn hh 

fryilal ilr|»rn 4 riil’i. Xr\| fir- rnrdirtl hv tiling hi’i invn 

wrillni ss|innun llial r A!i 4 >n«lisuay drmand’i iihghl hr rxat'ird 
fr«4ll ’ills ll ITiving -rt ^4!!^ ihr ^|n:r" 4 |j i|i m tilir 

Sigtih and r ^ 1 *’^ ilir and iitaU* ^ mI hf.iiu r*, hr 

4 |ign« 4 * t|r4 Ihr *i | i| ^ >.«| |}ir w|t'4r |n^M!i!rin, uhrltirg ihr Ihir 
lllfItIMirh/ r\ 4 « Ird ||»*in C'hryf .'nngh ’ 4 . 4 ”; 1^4 r r-i-jivr, flrir 
hr !r4 1 ^* llir 4 | 4 Wing fed |«tr^rih’n!n 'i» 4 r|v fnnn ihr |.l 4 y *5 

m 4 ihr li$i|| 4 !i h sn|«^-i^a *'5 II t%' 4'3 llir ihiiy rtriy Hiilr 4 i 

Iwhavr h-* Ihr nilr’^ «»f ai«l litw^rly. 

aii4, 'Mih hr, ^'tln ihn graiiml I IrrI ii iinpri-iitsir in ^pijiiil 
Mr. I tii'disiiynaf ihr wlmlr ^4 Ihr iliaigr hmiighi 4 ^ 4111 ^! tiiin, 
hit' I IrrI til my r?in^r:icTiii:r llint tir ha.'ii |*is4irfi ihr rMrrri%r «f 
Iflal 4fliilrafy 4ittrr||nfi wliicih llir naitirr nf ||tr 
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for though Grenville, Lord Mulgrave, ai 
(Pepper Arden) spoke against the Prime 
of the last named prevailed; the House 
to 79, or about the same numbers as 1 
charge. The conduct of Pitt on this 
mently assailed. Wraxall, writing man 
that it was a sudden and unaccountable 
further suggested that the jealousy whii 
Dundas for the superior abilities of I 
fluenced Pitt's action. 

As the insinuation has been endles 
pardoned for dwelling on it somewhat fi 
tricked out with a wealth of details, 
issued a Treasury circular calling for th 
porters on the 13th of June, as if it 
Hastings. No proof of this statement 1 
there are good grounds for disbelieving 
should be remembered that attendance 
greatly thinned by the Whitsuntide hoi 
just over; and, as everyone acquaintec 
to know, a full House was hardly to 
sitting afterwards. Pitt's letter of lotl 
the following sentence. After stating 
been a short and languid debate, and a ( 
thirty-three, he continues; We shall pr 
ance next Tuesday when Mr. Fox mo\ 
Benares; and after that our chief dii 
House for the next fortnight. In the 
hours enough to read all the papers ne 
ous article/' ^ 
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(avI t\\A% nritti€-r hr rinnlinr rrlrr^ thr tAthuiiny pn 
thr i4 i|*i uri|^iiD h'uuljrr, il a '’•«|iri-i4t *nvhi|i had h 

srntt iAtl t'Mf thr nujiin^u i»t w'^nsKt iir4 Munr uf thr 

VifrrMy'^i Irinnhs rH|iri'uil!y' liavr r.\jiM%rd 

Hul iiM rrinmiT lo il r* u* \n* luuiui in Ihr rr|iMii uf s 
tlriulr. Air wr t«i "-iiiiiiiM-ir lhal ihr furty «.n" lilly inrmi 
whu i liaai:^rd -adr-i with Tilh wuuhl havr «»vrr t** 

ari.'U^irr'‘i il hr h^d lirrii of ^Hirh «!iijdit'ily/ Finally, 

rlrar fruin ilir innarh-^ i4Airrnvi!lr, Miii|.^ravr, and Frpprr An 
lhal rvrfj ihr i:* 4 ir 4 |-^iir^i t»f Ihll lr!l jirriri'lty hrr n* vnfr an I 
rti^ir. .Miilitravr drt'hirrd iful thr rriiiir Miiiinlrr wsiutd nn 
hi n* rriiiasit iii uftkr 4 ninijlr day it hr rMfiriird !dn fririidn 
tu |?ivr up ihrir upiuiuiin cut thin ntih|ri:t Fill, 
tuivr nrrii, had 4l ihr titil'jrl rallrtl nu iisniiljrrn |i* r^crrrinr I 
itiiparliahly ; aiitl hr nuw .rrirnlrd to Mul||r 4 vr"*< niairfiii 
Thr nlory that Fui ^vnt r^nind 4 ’'*wfi$ji** fur thr nu|i|»«,»rl 
I iilnlitliyi* and ihrn ilrovr tu*i lollMWrri llkr nhrrpnilM ihrojij 
ilr h4»liy, iiiay ihrrrloir hr dranr.-ird an 4 iiialHioun firtius 
variasiir %vi!h a!! ihr known fat. In ^4 thr % 4nr 

'Ihrn aipuii tl m niaird hy Fon! I'ausjdwdl in hm -ikrn h m| 
hir m| I.^ad F,.hhaj/lh4l Ihll iny '4riiMU'Jy ahandonrd llanli; 

asid »=*nl«4ty lo ihr wnnti >«! F»ad thtnk*w ha*! a ni. fji 

Imi tnalan,^: llanlm^yj 4 prri; prihapn 4 Muuntri |,;;4Vr hun U 
iinjw%p hsnriii." "ihr ^ Inui^r m niadr m a vriy k.a»'ir W‘4y* 
m% Il ihr drlnii |oi ‘i of Fill liavr l.»iull a llinny that iHuidan 
hr Irafrd itir advnil of {lanliii^^i |o ihr India ik^ard, f-«r 
Mliimlfy^or |o llir |ioi|%r ii| I Aiinin Hun nlury ha.n iircii %"4rjril 
ain|4iiirtk no llial in «nir vriniiui iirai'nr III api'irarn drmii 
til lortiuii hull ifilti ihr Cabiiirl* i*r tiiw a |*rrfa|fi 
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likely enough; but it is certain that the K 
thrusting the ex-Viceroy into the Cabine 
of Control, or of raising him to the House 
approval of his Prime Minister. The King’ 
that his chief desire then was to meet tl 
expenses of his family; and Pitt’s econc 
continuance in power at that time especit 
condescension towards Hastings set all t( 
they have wagged ever since on the maligi 
das, and the gross inconsistency of Pitt; b 
are of the flimsiest character. Wraxall an 
later on jotted down their impressions 
asserted that Dundas had somehow becon 
King intended to eject him from the India 
put Hastings in his place. But neither of 
Wraxall merely stated that '‘the public b 
feared such a change.’^ Bland Burges avei 
"by some means” come to know the s< 
King, and therefore “ sedulously fanned IV 
uneasiness and so alarmed his mind that I 
decision before he had time to satisfy him 
expediency.” ® 

Equally unconvincing is the story, wl 
told some thirty years later, that on the 
Dundas called on Pitt, remained closete 
hours, and convinced him that they m 
Viceroy. The insinuation conveyed in this 1 
Pitt was then and there won over by Dur 
mean motives mentioned above. The ingr 
to seek for petty personal pretexts rat 

orp^nArriiic ct-nA nVi'iyinnc 
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unpunished and uncensured, when guilty of inc 
ficient to foster the bad and corrupt principles i: 
lay a foundation for similar and greater offence 
thanks, and I am sure will have the thanks of 
importance of your conduct. 


Few persons did understand his conduc 
kept his lips sealed. Nevertheless to all ur 
conduct needed no defence. On that high 
and justice are alone considered (for just 
Pitt did not swerve from the principles ^ 
down. From the beginning of the Hasting 
to hold the balances even. He left it opei 
differ from him. He refused the publicatioi 
to Hastings where they compromised the 
the characters of our Indian feudatories, 
charges against Hastings should be clear] 
he should be allowed to answer those chan 
topic of the Rohilla War he did not spe< 
his mind was not made up. The fact that 
times re-appointed Hastings after that v< 
did in a technical sense screen him from f 
on the Benares affair, no such plea could 
question on which the present Parliament 

The enormous vogue enjoyed by Mac 
pels me once more to notice his treatment 
Benares charge. A man of philosophic te 
pressed a wish that he was as sure about '< 
Whig historian was about everything. Thi 
through the veil of diffidence which Ma< 
delivering the verdict, that any man with 
abilities ought to have convicted Hastings 
and acquitted him on the Benares charge.’* 

T ^ ^ ^ 0m ^ A 1..^ l\/r^ A ^ A 
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thr llrfi.ari Uuit ihvy “.rrtn turn ultiniat?*ly un 

tnHii|trfy whrilirr ihr Isiir iiiHirlrt! ua ihr Zacaia 

wa*i raihrr laiitr ms Hiii wr snay ankD'a^aly, was 

small affair r^atl half a siuUi^as fr^sn a |»riiH:r i 

llisrr yraf'^ had hrrn haiti prrs^nl, aial a% a malfr: 
fat't had yaid ii|i ihr arrrars l«*i whii, ti llial fisir was imjKi* 
Iht.i il i’MiHTiii ihr Zamiiahir ahtar.^ ihd il ih 4 ct^iirrrit all 
siih|r». Is isMjn wluaii lhal half iiiilliMn ituisi sillimalrly 

Nt4 ^mly «-hd the i'i.i|i«|yrl id I Ias|$ri|*s far ifir hi 

rrsjaiird hy jiislirr^ il was alsii Iwnitiil iij* with 4 fe|iirstiMii 
wiih.il ihr slatalily mir liidiasi h4ti|4rr has rvrr irslrrh 
hai|.* as itir frtsdals^rirs «»f itsr Hrilrii Haj (rrl rmifhlrtwr jii 
srii-ir mI jiisiiir, Iihtia is safr, Wtiriirv-rr ihry havr ta%m 
lM"lir\T ilial ifiia^iliiT aiiil injijirrssinti arr ihc rharactrrhilk: 
h$s ristr, liir ftHSiidalhais of ihr Iihlsan Kfiijarr arr sfuikri 
ihrir hair, N’m| wilfamt rras**n ilhl tha larr that itir tfrri 
nn ihr Itriiair’-i affair was Vila! ihr |4rsrs Valina «4'Miir asn 
ailry III ffrsH'Si!, {’hr slafrssaaulihr ryr uf liff, Wr may In- ” 
di*arnir4 ihr s.uar lialls, tlr-adr-., ihrir wa-, ,u 5 ad4u$( 
rra-attu why tir ';h.«'ul4 iimW' lhaa r‘urr sr%M|\r a* rn|^ 

thr hamr’i m| fu'.lhr 41ml ,%!ri.. 1, * Hir arw!y iMisard aa h ‘ »l 
Ishisaa ir^^rtamrtii li.i'j hrrn sh^n^n, ihr srirsil India 

|il4ir4 smira^ird |H*wr|s isi ihr hands m| |hr th'svrr 

tirnria! Iliukr and h's»^ had laiiiifrd 1*111 With srllifi|^ I 
ilrs|h4sim than whn ii rmllrss sutfrtin|.^ mm4 lh-m\ I'hr cii 

was hMlhrW", tail, aihaiird as it was by sftlrmiid rhrlnfj 

trr.alrf| 4 drr|j |||||4r s'dwth Was || ||o| Wrll, thru, sfhW 

i’iiia trir r^aiti|4r lhal dtif Vk-rrMy %vhM vhdairil ihr 
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sensationally brilliant oration of Sheridan o 
moved the House so much as the silent but 
expressed in Pitt's vote.^ The impeachm 
inevitable. 

With the forensic pageant that ensued v 
cerned. Thenceforth the case belonged s 
domain. Its duration throughout the 
certainly discreditable to British law. Hast 
affluent fortunes spent some;^7i,ooo in tl 
actions,® and at last secured an acquittal. 
Europe forgot the case amidst the poteni 
French Revolution, the effect of it was not 
The comparative calm which settled bei 
twelve years may be attributed largely tc 
fidence in the sense of justice of our people, 
the year 1786 princes and peasants alike : 
most transcendent services, if smirched W] 
would never screen a Viceroy from the ce 
Parliament 

^ For a hostile account of Pitt’s conduct here, 
P.,” 81-9. 

^ “ Hist, of the Trial of Warren Hastings,” pt. v, 3 
on 31st January 1786 was given as ;£65,3i3, exc 
over to Mrs. Hastings. 


i HA!*'ri*:R XI 

THK IRiMU I'Rtim.KM 

Ct?Hs) 

Wr hisivfs ihr a mdl tn 

tlr-n'mlilrii rvrii hy iln liulwir* 4 #hI wr wmi liipn 

» 4 fryj«|f 41 miff uficti. iHvt nt tifl; Uv%t. oir r/th 

17 HS, 

h a Htury, iiinrrLun *v% Im iUlr aiui w 

jnrturrH«|urly ilr'4’rit«r-'» raf'-i iiulrhlritur^ri lu thr aufb 
** Ihr W'^rallh 4sf Naln^ri,*'" Attain Sjiulh ii.pl l^^rn uuilr^ 
ffUTt Ihr yuurifj 4 ! , hm lura It. 

drlayrfi }ii*i arriVAl. \rv^"irhr|r"i*i^ llir- }-f4firnl!y 

him, 4?id hr* riilruHr I'iit r\« l4iin«riih ^ 

Ufilil yrti urr *^r4lril, h»r wr mr 4 !! y*mt rdt-^nm-" ‘I fir « 
|iiifnrnt f Atnr with Iit»ur Ihr inarr-uMir'i*'. hr« .in-r |hr I 4 

1*1 Kr^iinmy fl4il III fin |iu'4lifl«4nH driiri 

'Aluil iiradiMti'j anil iiafly 4iiiw4l-*‘ rill %v4-{ 

h* Ijivr 4 ilriA I |u ihr wind, Alill«*'*l ahnir 4111 
ibr imlilitinm 4 »f Ihr righlrriilli rriiinry, hr had irl tihinr! 
^mn II %lMrr u| ktitiwlrd^^r W^-Iiirti %%imhl nialib him U$ 1 

thr $ni;rr4^ifi^fly Mniij.iir,M. |ni4jlriin ^4 rfall, and itim, U 
aifr when 4 mmrmly i!r|.^rrr, ihr rraiitl Imir, amt L^mtUm ^ 
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these questions had been dispose 
will engage our attention in a 
question Adam Smith strongly 
Britain as conferring on the smal 
breathed new life into Scotland, 
deliverance from an oppressive dc 
These contentions must have se 
the outlines of his policy both to) 
a striking resemblance to those 
Nations, ’’ with this important dif 
independence by the Irish Legish 
two Parliaments was clearly im 
therefore find Pitt turning his att 
then chiefly agitated public opin 
of Parliament and the fiscal relati 
to understand Pitt's handling of 
briefly to review the course of Ai 
The story of the dealings of En 
years 1688-1778 is one that it i: 
efforts to dragoon the Catholic 
grind them into the lowest strati 
hatred of which we are still reaj 
broods over the past; and his r 
when Papists were excluded fror 
sion of freehold estates, from th 
when they might not act as guar 
more than £5 ; and when their P: 
ing £s could take any horse that 
more may be read in the pages 
enactments of the Irish penal 
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than the meml^rrs uf tlu* jHK'krt lH>ri»u|th^ f 4 ' Ihitaiu i Mul 
stand the Refnrrn inHvrrnmt nf lli** 

mivel prineiplrs int«» the Iri*di I,e|.d" 4 alure \%'a\ am 

partial, inasnuich a% that Inniy tiu*>rrprrnrnlril rvni 
crausly the npininiei uf the nl Ifi” 4 utirn,® It had li^n 

swayed l^y a eliijiieufpuliUriaris w*hf* wrrr Irriiirt! ''t-intril 
because they un«lrrttit 4 its tiiafiipuhiliMn, M-iriratdy 
interests at' the (invernment* Init realty in Itiri 

The traditiunriiif tlir past and the ilrterrntiniliMrud' itir in 
nf the Prntestant Ksialihshrtt idntrfh In keep the Ch>-vrj 
in their nwn hanchi, hirnied a niasnive barrier aipunsi t 
Yet the dissnlvinu ItHirh td Ihr Tirne Spiril and llir sh< 
war were at wnrk up«n that li^irrlrr; mui when ihr war w 
American cnlnnirs and France strained the rr-aaircrs id 
Hritatn and Irehuul past mduranerj it shewed 
way nn Iwn qyrstinns, the enr rrlipit.>yn^ the tdhrr finuil. 
year 177^1 FatiH>lic ?4 wdn* ttJMk the «Hiih *4 allripatiri 
idlnwed In tHn'oine in rflrct i»wnrrs t»f land, tlnit is. they 
hold land «»n lease t*sr years, h'nnlirr. ihr spirals n 
tinfci fnrmerly heki tail tu snns t»f Failedif % i«* ainnir ihre 
were alsM ahr«‘|,piteil I’hal year lhrrrn»fr srrmrd Im 
U epinnini^ ef an epiM-h m| iideraliMn, w-hich if was ihr 
desire nf Titt 1*1 crMwn wiiti an act #4 jusiur |f.*« kase 4^1 
At present, hMU'ever, wr are t Mfirrrnrrl mangle with Ins a 
to relnrm the fra at relali^nis lirtw^rrn ihr hv«ji tsiaipb, in 
year 177^ Irishmen were stilt in ihr stale f»f rtnnirsiidr va' 
In Knijtand wdiich the ikirhamnils n{ William III ba«l h 
irnptisrtk In sMine resprcH, rs|irciaily In rri^ard In ilir ^ 
industry, they w^rre mm wmsr nfF than in Itial Intir id tuimr 
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Ireland to France, which the Gov 
stop. 

The outbreak of war with the An 
said, brought all these questions to a 
the British Government so far relaxec 
as to allow Irish woollens to be ex 
the Irish troops serving away from 
same time Irish fishermen were a 
Newfoundland and other fisheries f 
excluded. 

Nothing, however, was done for t 
manufactures. The linen industry h 
pered by the British Governmen 
export of fine linens, and of sail-clotl 
of British manufacturers, the Bri 
bounties on the coarse linens exporte 
the year 1771 that industry had g 
after it underwent a serious declir 
shrinkage of trade and the rise of I: 
Lord North’s Ministry was fain to pr 
of the fiscal disabilities which sapped 
be allowed to send her products to t 
receive theirs directly in return ; but, 
of British manufacturers, the old rest 
trade remained in force. Nothing, 
fears. At once loud complaints wer 
Plymouth, so that North gave up ne 
Ireland gained little or nothing frc 
except that ships built in Ireland thei 

1*1* 1 1-1 • f 
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Romanists ttu*m iiu'rra^in}: %npjM«rt. Koli||iinis aniijal 
were furi^ottt'n in thr tai'r of Itelain!’"* lui'rnt r.rrtl-i. 
governinff rtitcTic* at Rubliri C\i*a!e fViilrcl rilhrr tM ilirrk 
mnvenunit nr tn revive the t 4 «l srfii^nei. It sertiirit that 
intolerable hnrtleus «»f the fiseat *»ystrin were 4t«»u 

tntjuhl the jarring eleunetUs of Irish st»iirty inte« the tiihly 
marks a nalitm. 

I'htHtgh tfjey fatircl iti rrarft ttial farasff itoiil, tliry hn- 
prte^erU won a notrwtirtiiy surces«=i. lly ionihifiinit to ref 
from the purrhaHe «.»f Hrilish gomls they dealt a severe hinv 
the system thrust upon them. Nor did they abstain frian thr 
of foree. The V< 4 unlrrrs paraded the sirrris o| iHihltn 1 
cannon l>t^aring the medto, ** Free IVade- ' or this/* In far' 
an cwerwhelining opposition, the Lord-IJeutrnant, the Far 
t^arlRle, advised the Hritlsh Crovernrisent to give way; 
at the close of thr year 1770^ aiul early m lyKo. a srrie 
enactments was passrtl at Westminster withdrawing the | 
hibitioitHon the rKf«srt nf woollen gouds and glass liom !frt, 
C«uniner«:e with tlie British r'nlonii-s was now also piovisson 
thrtnvn open ti* Irish meis'lumls, and they wrtr admitted 
share in the I.evant ttatie. 

At the same time the muse s«f reliipeais Ir4ei*iii«9n gamrif 
equally signal triumplv The strrnf^lh ot the Idstn Volnni 
ami the idratemenf ol rrlsgetus htgoliy hroygfil ilir Iiish l\% 
meni to pass a mrasiirr for rrhrving the Brrarsiani lUssrti 
of that land from the sarramenial test whith had t*ren Im4ei 
as one of the bulwarks of the Fslablished C'hisrrh, and in 
spring of 17II0 the Brilidi Barliaiiient gave its grtidipfig m 
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the year 1733, the relations of the two 
cordial. 

Causes of friction, however, remained, 
and probably would, still tell ajjainst th« 
though the veto of the British I’arlia 
Council had lapsed. The influence of tl 
of his Chief Secretary on the Irish Mini: 
his influence wa.s distinctly Briti.sh. I 
generally deterniine the votes of a inaj 
Parliament Further, it was quite puss 
questions the Irish Parliament would di 
Westminster. Thi.s .seemed .so in the 
Mini.stry. The beginning of the yt 
depre.s.sed by a very inclement winter: 
that her Parliament should " protect '* 
that of wool, from Fngli.sh comjKititioi 
new I.ord Lieutenant, the Duke of Ru 
the reluctance of the more nuKlcrate 
commercial war with England, suflketl ti 
but the Irish IIou.se of Commons, in 
passied an address to the King, einphasi 
and welLdigestcd plan fl>r a libtiral arrai 
intercour.se between Great Britain and 
friendly challenge which Pitt determine 
outset he made the Irish cmnmercial 
own. More than once in his currespom 
Rutland he descriixss it as the nearest t 

No problem could have t>ecn more 
in a very rcstle.ss state. Despite the w;u 
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ttulis.Holve the Irislt Hiuise i luutiunt'n' 1 hi^alrsiuuul w;in wid 
echti-ett *rhe Vuluntrer.'s haviui^ already thnatidi their i!rtey,;i 
exerted tm l^arliaatcnU a whi^h w.r* \eaii natitaial, 

fused either tu let pulitirs ahau’, i tudishaml# Idlisnalrly tS 
recklessness ;uut the rth »rts at' tirattan itndruinnnl their 
fluence» and they |{ratlnally tlwiiultrd away; tnil, l«»i the |,jrrs^ 
they seemed able lu vxUni all their demand's jirurninent anr 
which was that fur the *’ |.irntectiun ** uf Irish industries and | 
tlueis. In his first hmg eiimnuinieatiufi Ihll, the iHiki 
Rutland dwelt on the urgent need tif investtgating Isi*di clai 
though Im frankly declared that hr could rml imder^dand 
cuininercial iiuesliun, CJjH^nduuuIrd to tniirnliititui, ami drv« 
tts tlic pleasures of the table, this affable yoang aristocrat iiccas: 
ally sliowetl signs of political foresight, m wdieti hr venluret 
predict ‘’that witlifiut firi Irelaml will not tr cofirirr 

with Great Hrilain in twenty years longer/* ' 

Far abler and more painstaking was bis chief srerriary, t ) 
on whom was to fall the bunlm of w»a*li ronnr* trd with 
proptjsed Rrtorm. I'lie letirr- wlrn h passrti t*rtwrrn him 
Ritt in tlie summer oj tjtli slnnv the taken by both tit ll 
to master the faiis nf the siluaiM»n. t iiilr iihr lulnrr I 
Ihiluin) warneii Ritl iliat a le’soluir rlnat w«aild hr m 

to effect the entire srparaimn of ihr two Kingdoio’i, and or 
him to '‘act towards Ireland wtih thmlmosi hliriably ronsisi 
with ytnir t-iwn safety; d must m ihr huig run l»r the wi 
|Hilicy/' Alnive alt hr iiisistrik *ts ihe duke had als«« dour 
the nerd of a firm decision, wdiich evm the malcoiiiniH ii 
regard m final/ 

lF4 1 4 & lr.i^ it n 2 >1,4 1'^ ts,SC.'4 ' It C 
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commercial opportunities. Justice n 
then take her share of the imperii 
rested almost entirely with (Jreat 
seek .some means calculateil to Ut 
miuient triinquillity which the lute 
failed to secure.' 

In thi.s letter, dated lyth Septeml 
outlitie of the .scheme which took 
I’rupositions, t>r Resolutions, ttf the 
in.structive example of I’itt’s rnethti 
by collecting all tlm ascertainable ft 
previous failures, and, by sifting th( 
at general (irinciples which would ill 
In a word, hi.s method wa.s inductiv 
ended with j)finciple.s. Unlike the 
93, who finst enunciated principles 
the facts of life to them, he starl 
reared on it a structure from who- 
take a wide survey. The Kevohititn 
grandly, but without foundations. 

In order thoroughly to ina.ster di 
Ireland not only Urde but jilso lu 
chequer, ajid Here.sford, Chief C'tumnii 
were able aud ma.sterful men, the fort 
the latter the .staunche.st chitmpio 
Beresforti did much to beautify Dul 
Beresford I’lace. With these experit 
conferences at Downing Street, or 
.side of I’utney Heath, which he re 
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turn warntnl thr I)iikr nf Kutlaink wh*» *4»»uily t»|>|H«nr-d Krfrt 
not tti CeJUillM* IHMri’Htilr’- tITmiIs nith.a illSfnliMft wtlll 
or trisisunalih’ and in a tiMUihlf' |4ua^r *4 In-. irUn 

4 th hr tlc*'!arrd Itial Iknliaimnnary t\«i.ani in 

Hoonrr t*r Litrr rarrtrti $n fn4h t'cHinlnr'*, A*« rnr.iid-^j I 
cxtdiur, hr thcni|*ht it br*4 It* |nr4jM«nr ii rhanifr in I hr Ii 
franrhisr until a *4tnjhtr inr.rairr t'anir fi^rwani al 
for this, if HiH:t-r*r4nl» Windd iniftart l«* thr tnovcniiniii in Irrh 
un irrr^i^tihlr Itirrr, In thr niratilinir il wtadtl writ lt« t 
up thr nuiunrriial prrdilrin. 

Pitt's HiUi|.pu!ir tnnjirrainrnt hrrr Irtl Iiitii ioIm 4 tarln-al 11 
takr. l’!ir wrrr tlr'^ainrd n* artaisr m iii 

Britain d «*p{«»"a!iun whirh ^^vvrpl away ihr 

Krlurnt A-^sinaalinir^*; anti thr t nlh-tjri^r ilinr rlh*!'!*'* 
favourably on ihr Iri^h itnsvmirnl. tholMbly aba* 

rrml in brinipni,^ furwaid hi*^ pio|iM*i4l% fir *4 in iHiblin 4 ti 
tur on whirli Puk rrathly ar*ar.rd H"»rntrnrni 4I. Wmimiir^ 
Yrt» vvhrrr thr inMir*. wnir nur-drd, 4 i’- diitn ull whrl 

SUrrr*r 4 I'tiulti havr rr^avnrtl riU'‘« rl!«ar> luid thry brrii pul 
in a thflri'rnt tUilri/’ Fioni hr. Irllri *4 :n{i t hn 4 «rf f;rS4 n* 
lau’d laruirnafil wr ih.O hr hM»krd **11 itir Krl^aiu *4 
Irish Paihainrnt siinjilrptnil yrl "p^^haps lUMir dtfln til? : 
ha/artlMUsf* than ihr tonimrsMal i|iirstiMns ilim at ' 4 akr 

Hrrr a|>piiii hr calridalrd \vi«ui|:ly. Iirhind's drtiunid 
oijualily of Iradini^ 4 ilvanta^,^rs with ttirai Utiiain 
lo fiirrl with vrhnnrnl upp-u^iiiiMii ii-Mtii *sur nminilai liirrr*i 
thr rvrnt*"4 of tlir year i. onviiiriiii^iy ^4iowrtl 

i?ilhr more rrmarkahlr m hr prcijiirirfi |o |pvr Iirhitid an al« 

Ltnlimilrd of rrMtifiirtml ii wr 
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undertone of anxiety can be cletccted, t 
of 6th-7th January 17HS. Writing unti' 
explained to the Lord-Lieutenant in grej 
he had in view, namely, the sweeping 
judices, so that England and Ireland 
country in effect, though for local eonceri 
latures." The pupil of Adam Smith hail 
of the truth that States which throw dowt 
become effectually parts tjf the same li 
that British manuf.icturers would prubal 
cliange; and he iKiinted out to Rutlaiui 
Ireland to commercial ec|uality, even ir> 
trade from British C'olonies, to which, he 
of right, involved a solemn duty to resp 
He then pointed out that Irdaiitl wtiuhi 
ecjuality: for Hreat Britain was burdened 1 
outcome of those duties; ami Irish ship 
burdens, might find it possible to exjun 
colonies to Great Britain to the detrimt 
In many ways he sought to disprove tin 
forward by Irish patriots why they ‘.In 
give little in return. He .showed the im| 
so much unless Ireland would irrevocabl 
tribute, according to her ability, to the e 
The tlespatches sent by the Home S 
to the Lonl Lieutenant, and the letter 
tained precise instructions on this last { 
that Ireland's ct»ntrihutifiii should gtj to 
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The ten Prujiusiti^niN* or Krsulutiun%, rjnh^»dj'iUi 
I*itt, werr l)run|^ht helurr the I\uli 4 iuri'*l «»n ; 

1785 . Mliey euitnHlirit t!u^ iiilnuiiatiiMi i^'lr.ined h* 
p'tjster, ami C)rd«s an«i a rcjairt ilraun itp 

cmnnuttre uf thr llnti‘4i l*Hvy i.'tnuiei! 41 ’h« liir 
infnnnaii*ai. MkHlifirtl in ’-anne pii.rlir'iilar^ 4 , ami, 
tittn uf a l«t lir iiuliird, llir) 

iHiblin rarlianirsil with lilllt* dillit'iilly. In li 

foftn thry may Itc * 4 iHiiifi 4 ri/rt! m Ft*rriyj« 

were In tirlwren i.irral }lril 4 in an 

eilhrr rliirtiinn. wiiIhhii any inrrra^tr mI' duly. 11 
prncluriH u| thr? *4*4irr i"4*intl*-4 wrrr !*«'' Hiijinri 

m at ttkiilkal rale^i; nr whrrr thr ^vc 

tliry were In lir mluerii In thr Invvrr «4’ llir Iwn la 
in nj*rratii«n. All prMlntiiliMii *4 mu inlrr-imnihir I 
laj-r-c wiihutil. renewal, tiiilr%v H ^liMuht %rrni r>C|* 
ta%c nf eiirn, meal, mall, iluur, .uni hraanni I'hr |li 
fiirnt rrijuirrt! that, wlirn ihr ” Ijrirililary trxrtmr- 
certain *ann, Irrtaml *itn»uhi |iay uvrr thr- sui|4n'- a 
tinn tu ihr nava! rsc prmic - '4 ti| ihr hni|nir. A'- lla 
revenue *' Mtara'arsI mainly *4 an»l 

create . h UM‘i inUKu ally 'ilraly 4 lS>'u 4 e 4 ih^' | 
the iiruniirnly *4 Inlaiml, Ihal hi aui h «'•: 

hail htthnlM hern ymfrt ihr |-^rnrtiil 3 '^«n 

aiiil lhll**j }*r«»|weuil tiairlrr ii's l«* ilie « 

litfih Parliainnii wa** bilh ^ilalr-smanlskr afi4 

Nrvrrlhrlr-r^jhr Irlirrtnl itir iJiikr »#l liullatni I«j 
ihr rnnviriuui rvm «4’ iHr l>r^l IrinitK nl ih»vrfisi 

........ ....... a.. I #'.2g -r .. 
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them while the two member?* 
borough, opjMiHetl them. In all, he reck* 
hostile, twelve frietidly, an*! the (•thers ; 
for. A list folhtvvt?*! of the “ exjK'ct.ititmH ' 
judgeships, pensions and sitiectire*..' 

As Ruliami and Orde h.t*i foreseen 
mca.sure fastened on the tjiiesti»tj» »tf the * 
a country, whose annu.il KXjH*n«iiturr at {< 
by iriSo,aK), and wlu>?w absentee laiul 
million a year, pay a large sum t*» the 
Ireland contribute largely in men amt lU' 
wa.s tint a great part «*f her atimrnist 
Monarch ami a Ministry in whtisr sne»« 
.she had m» voice? Sti* 1 * were the invri t 
and re.stlcss ol tiemagogurs, l’'l««ttd. I*,ir 
the conduct oi Ciiattan. K«iiial!iiig. na^ 
oratorical [Hiwers.he hehi them umler thi 
reason. As his energy ami tact h,id g.«n 
of legislative indefsendenre, so m»w he so 
relations with (ireat Uritain, and therrfoi 
to the commercial projaisals, The lti <h 
out that Great Hritain t»{>ened a f.u lari; 
did; that the imiustries of the larger i«li 
by war taxes and high wages, emiUI l*r 
whose national burtiens were romjwrali 
ctrlonial trade was rtow t*» l>e ojrenerl 05 
ever, not on tertns that were revoi able at 
(irovernment, as was the case in tyto. 


THH IRISH rUHBI.RM 


« 78 sJ 

which then sUnMl at shtnihi r^frrti in t 

tif peace, the ^au'pluH :‘4uai!»t |.p^ ihr '.uppMil «*! Ift#* 

periul navy in Mich a way an the Itv^h ratlnaursii ^inMiiUi dn 
AtUlithtnal taKf*^ were thm vuUn! which wrrr r-aintalr*! ni y 
£i 4 i\iiix) a year. 

Nn la'itinnini^ CiUihl have Ih^cii an*ipicis«anc I'hr arrai 
mrnt wan far than the ut ihr allrtua 

plans |u whii li TiU e3cprr»i’ie«! tlir lis^jse lhal t J|ilr %v*ailtl iii 
result lljr ruiilrihuls«i|i, iin Ihr prrsriit lrriir*s r.-ailit hr rva 
by any jurti-tltng f 1niiicc?!lt<r ul" ihr K%i. hnpirr wii«» stiuukl i mui 
a series i)f Mnall aii«l ppifilahlr iirlirils. I Mnsrt|iimlly i nclr/ 
cainr lu lannlun Iti firrsiiailc Fill til Ihr nrrd i4 ihr «ha 
fciUfu! him inrK«irab!r, Ihll was rrsuivrti riu| h* i 

Ihr cniulilhm slniiikl l«i takrii away iisan ihr Lr4 Ur'.H4iiliri 
This ahiu apfirars in a furi ul his Irilrr the Mar^jiir 
liuckingham: 

"apstita^ , s 

, . , I &un aiilr !m Irll VmII i lh:%\ ".k-Vll »«-ftr.Ssh 

lltr lin.d mI lie* i. ''srau*-!* c!.‘j -- i "..^u 

iinptrrahlhSV *a s MUii|4rfit4f* s? f.:‘! %.c*: c.tc 'U ^' } ..U' 

Vrausi c. iss.ith’ ut Is*-Lisai Xltr -*4. -if. t w5 .■ a 

V-ug. r,. 

W Pi.: 

In M|«'fiiiii' his ra^sr al \Vr'4liinr4rf un hrhfiiary, 

hail U» iuiilrnd willi l||r fiistsaif iair;r4 }#y fhts ir 
aiiil willi a hi «»l tsatarirfirs'^, which hr inkiifinr4 l#irtivillr hr 
lirrii frying lu slrrji s4f %vilhuiil iiiin h siirrr‘n X'rvrilhrlri 
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to complete a new system, and commur 
only principle on which they could pi 
entirely and for ever to open to Ireland 1 
except that of India, which was a moU' 
Company. There was no solid ground f 
a country as Ireland would become th 
goods, and would re-export them to our s 
was the suggestion that Ireland would i 
tures; for British energy had secured for 
market in Ireland even against her ii 
referred guardedly to the subject of I 
the imperial navy. Finally, while depi 
decision, he declared that what Engla 
she would more than recoup from the g 
prosperity of the sister island. He there 
motion for the permanent and irrevocah 
to all the advantages of British commer 
pledged herself to pay a sum towards th 
The Opposition, exasperated by Pitt' 
of Fox concerning the Westminster ele 
furious fire of criticisms. Fox, who hek 
favour of a “ national commerce,” that i 
Ireland would probably smuggle into G 
of foreign colonies, and would become th 
the commercial interests of the Empire.” 
he claimed, first to have been moved a 
he was probably right. If they were 
Britain would never have anything mor 
The Navigation Acts, the source of En^ 
be a dead letter. As for Ireland's cont: 
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a Htill greater •* rcvniutinri/* the oannirivial tn-aty \vi 
of I/KC*. I1u* s{K''riiu''s Mf I'-'mx and iMlrn tltil sniur g 
attack on nirasiirr c»ajviiu:ed that u ^ 

miujy cxcclIruccN, l‘hr Karl i*i M«niung|Mii taltrt 
Marquis Wrllrslry ulrclarrd that Irrtaud would Waiiu 
Pitt. Per alsij slafrd that ihr Irish iiirtnhrrs 

wautcnl ancxa'usr Idr siding wdlh hiru; Inil iMigiaiiil in 
iif prrs-aug Irrlaiitl |sh» liard in this hargain. A rrt 
Herioiisiy jri»jusdi/.e the cause id uriter/ 

Ntj NriViC i4 {iruilence nr re^ijMiinaliiliiy rr^4rtdnrtl 
cjf the Hritish i IpP**'^**^*^*^* thrir inrrrantilr alhrs 
paigit had alrraily Irguit ll Inirr nigiis «4' rarrfu! nij 
The ?iignal W'iis given tty the ’^ihnielterr*" rtf l5lh 
which jwnnied nul that the Na%d|jalion At-t% the 
HritaiiiS prii^’ijterity, wutdd \w virtuiitty afnniltrd Ity 
jiosab, On the next tlay it slunvrd tlial Irish co«ii|«rUi 
c»n Iciw wages, imnd min uur industries. On jHlli f 
meeting nf silk manufaciurrrs |irt4r‘4ed aganisi the K 
On the .C|th the planters aiul mmh.ints m| thr \V 
fnlhaved snil, c Jn that day the *'tkco 4 trrr '* sl.ilr-it ih 
measure liecamr law', the ls\*hangr w^add lir imnsU 
i'aruhill to i*Mrk, latn un ii ttrOared that /\ikw 
Ornipster wuuld -.ei tip then latl-aie-i m hrLiiid. Otr 
the ** Miirning Thnaririe/' the Mfg^n m| ihr- nnddle * ta*. 
irt the hue and try* tlrtlarnig that even as ri was llir 
trade lietwren iireat lhatain and If eland was in fa%^ 
latter, am! that the larger island iniisi l^r drained of 
the smaltef if the old reslrictitirn were iu4 iiniinlainrf! 

Meetings uf pndesi were mm in ful! swiiig. Ilrlrg 

Wr»st fiidia itier*. luinis had an mil: ao 
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from 13,243 weavers of GlaHgi>w ami 
artisans were as much alarmctl as the 1 
stated their cunvictinn that if the R 
they would be undersvdd by the Iri^ 
ami reduced to bq^j^jary.* This suHda 
worthy, In those days the “ inanufactiir 
as in name, the weaver; ami tens til t 
where the haiuldoum kejU the wolf fr^ 
winter, saw pale Ruin stalking hehii 
resourceful, cner^^etic Paddy. T\w 
thruufjh all classes with a unaniinit) 
possilde now, when the term t 

a capitalist who owns a factory where t 
'Then the solidarity of interest hi'iwen: 
was tibvitais. In imagination both rhe 
wafted liy a cruel eani wiml to a land 
disliked and <ktsjiised. 

Some tif tlte petitions were ba%eil on 
t>f the Glasnuw cotton workers complatm 
tion, as it left the Irish Farliamant* w«nii 
British cutton^.^ But Pitt had throng 
must be an eiimdi/Jng of duties m\ boi 
the lower level being always taken, h 
in vain. Idu: pruteciicuust spirit was pii 
Thus, the ccuriuntiee of the merchant 
Sheffield declared that their industry 
without grave injury if the {iresenl dui 
into Great Britain, namely, shillings 
the level then tibiaining in Ireland, thal 
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ihcn ^HrfTretually prevent tnir tximtiUm thr f.inner id th: 
kingrlam aru! ulnn tu fuiripji nuiikrts, aiui nuihl?' them id sei 
the hitter tiitu iJrr.it Hnlaiii aI a price than it ran 1 
manufacturcil hrrr mulct thr tnnthrn i»t the hi|;;h tlutirs, tl 
hi|*h price ut lalHiur* am! heavy taxes, which wtiuld inevituh 
teiul te the ruin mI that valuable branch uf trutlc in tli 
kiniplnin/" The Bri^tdl Hugaratiiners can scarcely have m; 
VitVs prMpusals, which implied ri|ual tlulien cm all articles 
liritish and Iridi purls, and the Irish rarliament had agreed 
this, The ntHiun that Irish sugar -refirirrs, by enmplex duties 
their nwn devising, wuuld liral their British rivals nut 
furcign markets and ruin them in the htirne market* is a sign 
the mad fully iT the time. Against sUipirlity such as this ev( 
the gnds fight in vain. 

By fin argumcnl^i enuh! the hubbub Ih.^ a{.ipeaiied. Pamphle 
r-ijieciatly i.mc by Lnfit bheffirtd* drnnuneed the dncuri awaitii 
England *4umld Bift% Kr'.dhniMir* pa%*i. In a short time sixt 
four {lelitinns pduirtl in a|puie4 thrm;^ and the numufaeturc 
uf (treat Britain* under itu.’ cliait inaiediip d| Wedppvntnl. ftnnu 
li *’C#reat Ehainbrr'' in ur^lrr n* ^tavr nif thr tstlastrnphe. Y 
Bill's rnri|pr-i and spiiit’^ ^.rrnus! I * risr with the rising, nppo^ 
tii.»n. In urdrr n* rmphani^r ihr iinpMi nun r uf cdiuinc'rce, he h; 

recently appnnt^sl 4 i ■Mnmutl»'"e u| i ‘muu^ d fur i*MnniU’rcr, whi 

pidnn'4‘«l Iti airavTi the whn h that uniainental hoc 

the BuartI ul Tnulr 4b*4r4ird in had signally failed 

fulfil Thr new i.sunud was charged tu examine manufacture 
and uthefs as tu ilir rrlaliuns id’ Angbe Irish ennimrree and t 
prubable ellect *4 Ihr Kesuhiinur-c Hnnilar invrstigatinns wc 
made at the bar uf the Ibuise uf 1 funmuns, Bitt cherished hi| 

ikist.. I it A ^ ^ ,a>*^ I 14 i«* a. . I» ft f « H ^ t ft «.> I ^ 4 ft ft.il ^ 
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we shall ultimately gain — at least th 
enough ” ^ 

The report of the committee is ver 
difficulty of obtaining trustworthy statis 
topics. The Irish accounts showed a f 
to Great Britain than of imports fro 
on the contrary, the British Custom 
balance of trade as largely against 
could discover no means of accountir 
discrepancy.^ Thus, while protection! 
Irish Sea were croaking over the decli 
growth of that of their rival, the offi 
(as they would have phrased it) the 
largely in their favour as to warrant 
exhaustion of that rival. 

In matters which were within the ke 
age, the report was reassuring. The 
Norwich declared that, though the wai 
less by one-half than those of Englisl 
tion was not to be feared under the 
Everett, a London merchant, maintain 
facturers, owing to their skill, taste, am 
have a superiority over those of Ireh 
sheep and wool were not exported thi 1 
facturers of Yorkshire were decided 
chief clothier of Devizes expected hai 
only in the cheaper stuffs.® For the co 
was less encouraging, the witnesses i 
that Irish thread could be spun 20 per 
thread, and that an import duty of i( 
protect the home market,'^ Represei 
London and Scotland had little ap{ 
until the Irish workers developed skill 
trade, the evidence of eifrht iron-ma 
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of bar iron, they asserted that they could hold their own ag 
her small and struggling iron industry/ 

In face of the alarmist statements of Wedgwood in publi( 
evidence before the committee is of some interest When £ 
whether he feared Irish competition in pottery if the duti 
both kingdoms were equali2ed, he replied that there mig] 
danger of a competition in time, in their own and every fo 
market/ I should think we were safer if earthenware was all 
to be imported free of all duties into both countries ” Thi; 
the man who headed the protectionist “Great Chamb 
Manufacturers/’ Wedgwood’s chief manager admitted th 
had only the day before heard that any pottery at all was 
in Ireland. Is it surprising that Pitt sharply criticized V 
wood’s tactics? 

Other strange features of this report are, first, that the o 
in England against any relaxation of duties was greatest h 
case of the very articles, calicoes and sugar, in which the 
Parliament had recently imposed higher duties; secondly 
whereas much of the evidence told in favour of inter-ii 
Free Trade, the committee decided in favour of a syste 
moderate duties to be agreed on by the two Governm 
Some such conclusion was perhaps inevitable in view c 
popular clamour; but the committee made no suggestioi 
the two Parliaments, now drifting into fiscal hostility, w< 
come to terms. 

If the evidence contained in the report had been duly wei 
the scare among British traders must have passed awa> 
official reports are of little avail to thwart the efforts of ] 
mongers. In vain did George Rose, in an unsigned pam 
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be the true explanatitm tif his tlitpHi 
his letter uf ^ist May, Ut the Uuke 
the difficulties arisinic fnim the uii«-r«j»i 
and the very tnarketl ifutetwiKlrjitr »• 
supporters, so that " we are hartllj” sij 
impression they may receive," 

This avowal is of some interest. It 
I’itt’s position in the spri«|' «»f tfM 
former crhapter, he had strattied the 
following by taking up t«**» many thorn] 
ccjmpositc elements Foxite, ,\»»rthn» 
not yet Iwen htsed into unify by the j»: 
threatening pressure of Frain e. t in 
leading could he keep hi-* •atpjwntrj i 
country from the tnrinoil winch a Fox ! 
caostHi. 'Fhere was the danger, aiui w 
clung to ofiier, not merely from !«»ve «d 
{Kiwer), but liecause, in the proud wor. 
that he could guide his country aright, a 
Viewing the cpiestion of the indrjrriif 
liament in a rnorc general way. we in.i 
that in lf»c days of |«Hket liorongh 
memlxsrs prol>ably acted more indc|iei 
sent time, when their action is apt i«» 
external forces, pressure from tonstdi 
the party "whip." However we may 
certain that I’itt, ilespitr his huge may 
imjKirtant projxmls in t/Ki-ti, ami i 
Fropositiuns he hesitated and lost the « 
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rnentH iominc^rrr, ^hi»ultI hit ccituUly 

inif nn hutli ihc mUu:titni of c 

in uithrr iTurntry, it *4i|;i4r 4rsl tluU thry nhoukl no 
Uelovv loj (H*r triit.; ak*o that la* iirw *ihcniUi be itn| 

vKcepi Hueli * 0 * wintb! ** iMLiiH r i!ulir*4 t»u intrnud eonnumj) 
fftt alno atltird a tb'o|iu*4liun i'«*nerrniii|^ i''i»jiyri|»ht of b 
RrsjH*ctiH|-.j Irrlai!H!‘'‘i i-Moirihiiliuii ti> i})r navy, Titl aiinuHc 
Iri^h projHml ihr prii^r nrrd uf iMlancinii iruHnni 

expetuliturr, aiui rrtpnrrd that the prujHi^.nl fuuuu:ial arr 
fin^nl l>r (H^rprlital. 

In hi^ ^ipm’hr’» i4’ iJlh May aiut <lay^ he sh 

that tnofit of the laniliunT \%h phui were fuundeti on 

and het mfutecl ihr harkimyncl irt»4eriion that, hcautso Ir 
m%H lightly laxt*cl amt wagmi were low, i4ie would tlm 
uiukmdl Itritoivi in Ihrtr *nvn inarkrt*4. C ‘omutiaring hrr ex 
jaiverty, he naid, her luudcfn wrw in effeet an great an tlv 
England; her bai kwiudnr * * in indmary wi»uld hmg erippl 
inorei^ver, for ^iktllni hdwair *4ir hail to pay an dearly as I 
employers, Ifr ilaiinrii lhal a lilw-ial M'heme uf etunir 
unhm w«»u!il Irtmefit h^ah eJand^** in%l aTltje I 'uitni wilVuSet 
hati iintnenody hnilunrd Ihe po^spriity id’ iireat H 
dr^ipite the piMphr«ir% m| rmn wjlli whuli it was at thr 
rcuTtvrtl. 

His Mppuirnt'-i tpm i hangr-fl thrii' tai'tsi's, Seein|* th; 
Prop'inPions had l^reii alirrrd largely in ilrlrrenee tt» tlieir 
they riiuld srartrly ismrl tlirin with a tlireei uitaek^ 
lherrfi»re sunght lo prswaire Ihrir mU at Westm 

then al Ihitdin. C 'oiigraudaliiig ihrmsrlves ort having t 
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not," he exchumetl, " barter Kn^jtisli emi 
that is not the price I would pay, nur is 
purchase." Finally he dcelared that the 
stane! thc.se tnatter.s .so well as the ti.nlt 
Britain, who had overwhehnitigly tiedat 
Fox did well to disclaim any iHJsitive op 
for he took no intere,st in them, and i 
read Adam Smith's work, which he •>» 
of entertaininjf theorie.s.' We eatt now 
in clttchuminif atfain.st the new sateguar 
which he him.self had demandeil; and 
Wruxall, the mu.st tclUttg parts of hi-- •- 
touches in which he reproltatr<i 1‘ill'*. 1 
and his novel eounecUon with the *' Ki 
Formerly War Secretary under Lord 
been appuinteti by I'itt be.ul of the new 
for the Superintendence of Commerce," 
approveil Fill's projHisals (except tltr c*i 
aijainst which he hotly invci^jhedj, ma«!i 
" Coalition," callinj^ Jenkijison |‘itt'-t p< 
daring that he envietl nut the statue its 
its .statue,* Other members, includm*.; 
played with llie simile, and tine* Iwjpi 
otherwise exhausting debates, which. wi 
berforce to faint in the midst of his etioi 
The nio.st brilliant, tlmugh ittit the h 
of thc.se debates was that of Richard 
needles.s to dilate on tlte t eltic ch-nin a 
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his satire too caustit.', cu^iiir rKt'i-pt a 

Friendship with F^x tuiHiniuird him 4liii*'‘'4 fiitiirly in ihi 
and exaij’ijeraird the rei.klr%-*iir%'* *.4 he. tsnruuur%, llr 
the (’liiuies O'Mtdley uf judilii Wtirn* thrrrlMrr, ilhit rii>; 4 |/us 
jHilitieal s%itirr* ” I'he KMlliad,'\i}»j»«%tie«!, in i «*! Um||i 

the scanewhat rtusierMUs iiunntH*i Imi i.lrv^irdiiir, rvrjyiinr 4 
trihuteii the jHaans 1 *» Shertilan; and hi*« strrmnaea denial ham 
little eredenteJ 

One td" the ** Prabalhmary Odes'* anuisinijly hit hIT ailian.^ 
cjf Jeukinstin with Titt ant! the inerra^ie in the funrilH^t ^4 il 
Irish 

1 41 ! Itaitil m hand advanre th* enannan'tl |i4ir 
1‘hei t-hathani's swi and dial ihr dnnh^e «4 Ikifr, 

IhiHid *4 chesf inniual hnr 

takt! ainl Kiiiyalm diry iinH-r 

1*11 tJhnyS nfrr|irn! hrii-dnu iMgrlhri lend, 

Kadi I amiri'i kn ImM'irU, r^* h amwa'i I'mi dsmiit 


i 4^"% 

ll.id! iilM'jl |isipIk’?5| WiUlU 
ll.ul* sMifr^! And^urnn^iri * 

Hail! va'ii rrihamdr^r. r »4 In^h - 

hdsc'wheir in dMlurMte. %|$4isr. flir Mie.r 

Srr-ii kul IrHir* n-^r* fi 44 l’.nf:LiS4!‘^3 flaiiir, 

And hndtl »»ti Ikilnh lush Ian?** * 


In these witliiisnn have the tnidi water iiiafk ^4 11 
aehtevenienls of the OfijnedUun. Slinidan iiivnghrd 
the exa€:lii4t nf a emilrthnltuii frum lr<r'lanil Imvards the iiav 

r#-* aktiffi* tit-iitL stt tki tl-sr* slfk ii«4 r -i * fei 
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liumcnt that the inclejHnukncc of Irrlar 
^ ^ it was uat by P«ir!iamerU that it fihmihi 

1 tantamcHint to an invitation to ilu* Iri 

- their cacrcian of the Dublin I*arliasiirii 

that Kox anti his friends Jn despair of d 
Westminster, were sacking to wrrrk thr 
Hi the cost of civil broils. 

In this they succeeilrd. Hy stihstuil 
I" 1 carried the Irish PrtijHisitisins al thr na 

I' j passed them on iHth July, But !oii|^ 

I :{ centre huti nuwed St. t 'i 

P length and hreatlth of Irrlaiui an otiur 

i ]i state of ignominious drjjriHleiH'r in ^ 

j placed by the rtintriluitirui iiiijw* 

return h^r grratly dimini^dird atlvanlaip 
-i about the bartering of Iridi liberty agaui 

:■ on every lip. The re^iults were at ome 

with his usually sanguine lorreast* had « 
the Dublin Parliament wimhi l*e uH<rr 1 : 
: ' Westminster, It set at naught all the \ 

Koine of its members even taunted Pill ^ 
' ‘ tcjwards Irehuul throughout CJtallait ^ 

j ■ taunt, ijpiioHetl the new schetnr, tr^jirt 

I perpetual ctmtnbutimi* in a sj^reh whi 

I ' described to I’itt as ** srditiHU*i and in 

i i scarcely credible.** Flmni exerilrd bine 

in that body of usually sulir^rrvirni pi 
in the Bill was grantetl only by 4 tm 

AitirnytY 
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The excitement snun abated; and il tiui *4 br albeAnl that tl 
pnpular partyin Ireland did nut aeiMf»t thr hostile inra-anr’. .1^4111 
British trade which nuyht have !*>rrn rxpr* trd afirr llu' btra 
down t»f thr%r eadi|;htrnrd pru|nr.al%. I .uf d W r-annnLind* duf ii 
hh viceruyalty hvr yrais lalrr» aduiillril lhal i ^nnpb^tr hartnui 
existed in thr ruiniiirrrial rrialiuna «4 the twu konuicair*. 

I'his may ha\'r salved the WMiniil which ihr rirsUs *4 17 
dealt tu !htt Tp t«* thr very riul hr had huprd h«r smtr'is 
what hail brrn tlir drarrsi « 4 »Jrrl * 4 ' his blr. „\llrr hrainii-: 
the uinimni'^ vutr i»f tath August in Ihibliin hr wr« 4 r h* t 
ManpuH t 4 " Bnekinghaiii in the folluwiiig inaidy Irfin-i 

I'yltiry llraih* Aug. t:% 

Mv lauin, 

I havr many tlianks ui niurn ymi fs*r y<air Irtirt, thrnvitir ^ 
prnhahly srml ymt ihr iwisiunt wr trcrtvs'-d luday Irum If-rkfub allr 
long jH’rifid td dlu* muOifm ius hunting in a Hill Imn Hr 

cardrtl indy hy jjy against liiS, and nt$« h tin«h«ntardly p 

Utki'Hj fnr thi'’ jiiTsmt ai Irasl, *4 lUr natuir mI a ilriraf A imnisin ^ 
annnunrud l*n' Mtnulay lasg drrIasaiMir agaura ih'- .|!H 
dlir rvrni i»t ihls minuifi srrmrd !«» hr flsMUglsI iin» I hr |4« 

lihlr isstir mI all this nr-rnr's hi hr thal ihr ^»'f!lrnsruS S”; |a*a aC -.M! 
diHlaiirr, titU I %Ull iH'lu'vr ihr |nms'i|4*''L t4 il n-M h 

Uunr wa> ai Ira, 


Tu thr I Hikr i*f Untlaiid hr alsii vviMlr in ihr ’'jaliir hdty sps^ 
using Ihr Wufils ijliutrd al thr head «4 llu'i tihapln, am! a*l*b 
that» whrft rxperirnrr had lipaight iiiurr wrahnn, wr shall * 
idl iiur views realised in Indh taainlrirs an«.I h.»r the ailvanlagr 
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poison IMtVs mimi ngainst Ordo m i\w c:! 
in Dublin, As for Hcrosfonb hr Indirv 
colleagues hatl tuntrd traitors. I,rssrr 
corners to find petty causes fctr that \v 
but no such suspicions mar the tli|pui; 
correH|)mu]cncr, a perusal of which riiabl 
stand why Orde once exclaimed: *’ I am s 
and noble part which Mr. I’itt has acted, l 
in the cause of his sujuHirt/' ' 

The real reustin tjf failure, as Fill clear 
mination of powerful factions in Lah I 
prn[)osal.s hy representing each cimcr’*sit 
island as an iiijury or an insult, or boiti. 
to farj to a llaiue the fears and jealoir* 
allay them; and in that ag^e the susirplil 
and Irishmen were tiigtdy snllammaldr, 1 
by reforming efforts and che-ier inlertani 
feelings then so easily aroused ; and as w 
of conciliaticng mH yet crowned with ts 
DU figure nobler and more pathetic than 
who strugglal hard to bring together ih**' 
by the ties of ituerest ami friendship, v 
mure sinister than liuise t*f his piiUtii:^ 
minster who set tlwinnelves ih>gi;cdly tc 
his efforts by tneans of slander and tnisre 


* Ashbimnir, $4^^ 
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Krrp ihy ft s turf 
tl ruler «hy uwn hfr*^ kr^, 

IIV// / 4 i/ IIV//, 

A rrcHvrf m riiu c'tuuiuriy, uurf fu« uir* Iau u g.illrt!y uf iipiiur*?, 
btU i- liiikiifij^ t'yurfmll whrrr thrir \% uu l*nr. 

S ClMI% *»tutr“Uiiru lurrit niilii'r nnlrly friun ihr* {n4-j^s^ila«lr i 
tfirir iirhiff''V'c*tiu"nl , Mtbrt 'w alhaisl .iliruiitui }»v ihr * haf'^ 
iif ihrtir {u’r%« nudity. Tilt « tuiiri h^niuii;;^'' ta4h A 

Ci»rditi|jly I jifMjPDif* tu drVfstr ttii'* 4 Ii4|4ri !m br, |nn' 4 lr !i|r 41 
fritrul-rfiitr-i duriui:; thr rnrly |Mrl *4 ln-i tairr^j, *11 

tht: tiifir whra hr hud d^wn thr i luuu rlhn 'rfnp »4 Ihsr- l<HihriL|ts 
and Art! lu thr luiu^iC c4 hi^i Iririul WillM-ihui.-r 4 I \V'ufil4r4s« 
In ihr thury uf thr luttrr wr ifsid Iliri hrirl Inil 
riilry; ** Ajiril J t’u Wiiiibird«ni, whnr Ihll, rli;,, dliP 

mul frfcjit. Kvrning w^lk '-lM t#r«! a iilllr ju^rf twu. Afirit 
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8entarH. IIeri\ yfaith*^ and fri^lt^^^ hi^* juauks wr 

Htartlinf^. Onn of thrrn mtist \h* UA%1 in tlir WMr*k. mI \Vi{brjfr<tu- 
We foiuul one rnnriunit ihv fruitn *4' rill'-* railirj nnnrT in t\ 
careful scuviuit the i;an!rn brfl *4 wtih the « »| 4 thr** 

hat in which IHulley Rytler luut overniithl c«niir thma Irinii l! 
o|>era/’ 

Wnulit that we knew rntirr t»f hrsi^hl days! hVir rill t! 

man, luU Fitt the *4atr*«iiiafn at Wiinh!r*hiit. I'hr |till, 

(»f State, rtduntiiar in Hn {kirk atederily, a iiilir laci 

fiirm, twinrt! ahniU with ^a-irial grarrH, gay with the ilmvrrs 
friendship. Hie hutirs uf rrcrealhai, rather than ^>pria 

the tdfna?, reveal the fnncr life, Alan! the -lelf-revratirig epknrli 
in tlie life nf Pitt are hidden from m. None tif Ins fririith 
a ItoHwelk Willierfnrre, who might have firen the eii!i|flilem 
wm trmibknl hy defrrti%T eyesight, which rurl.itletl hi^ am 
s|>onderice; and hi*i IHary U a series %if lantafi-^iiig joiiini! 
a veritable Hiirrnecifle feast. As fur rrlalivr'i, they nrv 

drew him nut nf hiinwlf. I,r»rd t’liathain, lliMugli a giHs^d talk 
in general ctnnpany, serins n* have r\rrird un tns yMunis 
br<ither a sliglitly cdnlling uillnner. and lle-h Iriic-m wr 
fraternally husinessdihe. W^Mheirh^rr !i in vam 1*4 tie-* 
lighter trails *4' character, lltM^e s|ciikk‘i .»*| \\t\ win* li rnlivnif 
the jf^y^ais years dins siiie «*l 1 hata® rs hit 

more knMwn Ut us than are ifir hidclm regiMiri *4 ihr* imn, 
We wish tn know it all the mure tierausr ii is itt4 the lio/rn t* 
the Hunny side of his Iwing, 

Failing ratrh more than one s|fiirtiv’r rrhn s4 iti^nr gk 
lime^, the ehrnntrkr fall*i bark tm rnrre r^trriiais, ^ntb d.% Fin 
ncca^ttmal reluctance In atteiul the parish rluirrh at Wlmtilrdii 
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clay 179S, There, iiK», he Itrcallteti his l.e 4 . 
l8o6. In the dark ilay^ that ft)lU»vvtHl xn the nr 
his thouj'hts turned with mie fin.it fiirkr-r <*l In 
news which he expecteii fmm hi'i ■ijieiial niv. 
Karl of Ilarrtnvby, furmrrly IhnUry Rvder. I 
to be hcart’breakinfr. but (amy jier- i- t-i in w«*i 
perchance, during the time i>t w.uei}!|'. the d.n! 
not for a brief ^pacc fling xflf the thrahixm *i{ 
flit across the open to dwetl witii Ixml remet 
spring sowing of the rtowrr-tK-il*< xf hi-* Irtend \\ 

After the severe di'iapi<>'iniinent*« <»t iSte ■in- 
signs of friskiness vani*.h li*»ni the life ul I'itt. 
his hopefulness is o! .tlinxvt iHiyi-h inlensity, 
himsedf, and in tlie gnntittr-is «<f Itis t ati ir, amt < 
carry out a work of natumal revivai, lra«l him 
great enter[iii‘<es in a way that astiioishr-i (rii 
oppincnts. The nation itaving given him .i mat 
hopes to solve the mtwt urgent t*f esji-ttmg pr»*i 
the restoration of public credit, the mlm ti«>n 
Debt, the reform of Parliafnent, the suftijrdiHai 
India Company to the control of I'arliatnent. t! 
freer trade not only with Irrlamt Init also wtth 
preservation of peace, so that, as he phiasesj 
continue for five years, ami we shall again !ia« 
Huropc in the face." * 

Here was a programme which tramaendr* 
viously seen. Hut to it were adtird the many t 
and problems that poivide a full ■itmk in {f,id« 
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firnt yearn tif jHiwrr that Tins is thr ju'rsi; 

with which he prrsM*tl ihr tiniKind fur u cots 

scrutiny cjf the WcNliniir^rt rlminn. I)r*.}»ilr the furt tha 
vvearismnc atul vny vximt^ivr inquiry hnmyht tu light fc 
vuics, and did nt»l exclude h\m fr^un Parliament i fur us 
he sat as Mrndsrr fur ChkiirVi. ihr Piiistr Minister refu? 
put an end tu *’ this cursed tiusiiirss.;' m Tultefiey ternv 
until his «»\vn Hupihirters Ciunpritrd him Ut desist, Huw r 
in explain this rundiicl^ 1 1 led %u waste uf time and tern 
Purliatnriil, hesidrs aniiuyin|f many c»f his frirruls, and stri 

1 0 hrrakingqiuint the allrgiaiirr t4' his cumjH^site rna 
Tlutre can \m nu ilnubi lhal he taimmillrd u blunder, im 
which Kftpjishmett detest ; fur cunduci Heemerl uriijencr 

11 Iwaten and a vkilalbui uf the unwritten ndeH uf fairq 
Nevertheless, it is likely that he actrrl, mn fnm runccn 

from II desire Ut ban his enemy, least uf idl under any dk 
from Wiiubasr (nf thin I fja%-'e bnifu! nu sign?, Intt rather fre 
dictates nf pulilica! murality, Idtat there had Ijeen trumpi 
of false vutes was nnliif iuiin ; fur the vufrs pulled excet'ch 
bda! number uf vufers; imd ihti, as the i-hainpiun uf pu’ 
eirt iiiuis, may have deemed it his duly tu piubr tlie sure 
kitlutn. In these days an av^avird i hampi^ui Rcdnrm 
hr praised f<*r sin h * unducl, In that age he was laimle 
and it was leiiaitdy tactless Ut single unt luix frum aiuni 
many randniates fur wdium currupt practiten hat! been 
Such an ad appeared ihe oisti-uiiie uf {.»rrsunid pique, fud < 
fur clrciural purity, St^ at least mnt lueiketl on k in the 
of i;M^, Pullriiey, Wraxafk and ihr ordinary ruck of me 
failed to see anything but iier'^^onal motives in the whole ■ 


It avoided all reference to tlv 
at stake, and it appealed with 
stincts of squires. Little wond 
over to the side which seemed 
man in his contest with a sp; 
later Pitt could muster only a 
1785), and this clearly foreshc 
which came with a vote hostile 
a subordinate motion, six d&y 
turned to their allegiance, thus 
they wished to control and re 
turn, the Administration.”’^ 
This affair deserves mention t 
the chief weakness of Pitt His 
apart from other youths, evei 
general company, and his decid 
few friends, gave him very few 
ary men. He therefore was slo^ 
the House, and he never gaine 
ton touch. Well would it hav( 
more with men and shown to 
affability with which Fox and 
alike. But, like Peel, Pitt had 
small talk for the lobby. In tr 
to unbend with ease. Or rath 
friends or among his juniors, 
surprising lengths, witness that 
Stanhope, two of her younge 
Napier (the future historian) 
blacken his face. In the mids 
came a knock at the door. T 
desirous of taking his commai 
minutes State business stood st 
off his assailants and washed 
the boys marvelled more at 
colour. The Prime Minister t] 
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His rather stilted manners at Westminster were doul 
reflection — a lunar reflection — of the melodramatic splenc 
his father. Never was a colleague or a subordinate introd 
Chatham’s presence until the effects of light were Rem 
esque, and the telling phrase had been coined. But wt 
father triumphed by the force of his personality, the sc 
half succeeded. For he was more a Grenville than a Pitt, 
inherited from that family some of its congenital s 
Hence the efforts which the son put forth, as if with the 
fulfilling the precept of St. Paul to Timothy — ‘‘Let 1 
despise thy youth ” — were calculated, not to impress be 
but rather to freeze them. 

Far different was the easy good nature of Fox, whic 
salved the wounds inflicted in the course of debate. It 
that Lord North, after one of the debates on the Americ; 
in which Fox had mercilessly belaboured one of the M 
good-humouredly remarked to the orator, “You were 
feather to-night, Charles; I am glad that it was not my 
be fallen upon.” Fox, we may add, reciprocated thes< 
ments. However he might threaten North with impea 
he was ready in private to shake him by the han 
shortly before the fall of that Minister he publicly as 
pardon for offending him by his tremendous indictment 
that he meant it not. To us this sounds unreal. Either 
dictment against the author of the nation’s ruin was n 
sincere, or the apology was hollow. Pitt, with his excef 
high standard of truthfulness,^ could not have tendered 
did; and Wraxall praised his conduct, adding that Pitt 
placable, and was wanting in those frank, winning, opi 
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and the lofty principles of Pitt, mere 
would have been Esau, provided that he 
customs of primogeniture. 

We have little or nothing that directly 
produced on Pitt by his discovery of the £ 
ness of his supporters. Perhaps it intensifi 
and awkwardness of manner, which Wilb( 
very great. Certainly he did not mix mor( 
not make friends ” is a significant entry 
for March 1785.^ This inability to make i 
was not incompatible with those rarer g 
closely to those with whom he had real k 
may read Shakespeare’s thoughts into th( 
Polonius to Laertes, the poet supremely 
inspired the few with ardent affection a 
arm’s length. In regard to character, the: 
for the very characteristic which to men 1 
blemish. 

Nevertheless, it was a serious failing 
tactician. Onlookers, who saw only the 
terior, described Pitt as the embodiment 
His friends knew full well that he was 
Dundas and Wilberforce testify to his afif 
ordinates, his fund of good temper, which ^ 
contradiction and the advent of bad news, 
a case in point. Pitt had long been rumin; 
proposal, and at length mentioned it to 
only to learn that there would be grave 1 
scheme; far from showing annoyance, he 1 
ment “with the most unruffled annd-Vi 
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the s^luv€'"tnule, remarked: “One felt ;ilmu**t in Hkr 
or aijatn I,*uly Annr Hainilluti in hrr “ Mrinuirn nj 
ni,*‘ ♦iSNrrtcd that Tilt was ;dw.iy?i mid *uu 
fnnstiness even itUi* his cannisrs. 

This certainly was the itenrral belsef. In tmr par 
liehavitnn* td'trn |.j;avr cuUair U> the charge ul pritir 
His letters wrrr as still* a.s hi?i parliitnirntary ailiiut! 
all* he very often left Irtlers unanswered; anti this 
uirrrly to letters, against wdtirh silence 

«Ministcds ftafuiply, hut even tu iinjHirtant nuUlr 
\Vc fuui Ktlrn, in the midst of the ccunmrrrial 
uith France, writing from Paris in despairing Irrit 
Prime Minister's sitenee* and finally suggesting 
letters of the last fortnight must hac^e sunk in the 1 
James Harris, tui>, wlien fighting an unequal halile 
French party in Ilollaiui. hegget! Pitt to send a 
encourage the hard pressed furnds tU Fnghnu!. Io»r 
lud It line came; and at last Haire* hrgged i 'aniiaftl 
li letter out o|’ his chiet “Is it impossthlr it* mo 
S/^i^isA*S mi W'rll, in write t»nr poor line to these soil 
and pence mm?^"^ I'he e\iUse tlouiitlrs^ was, ll 
overwsuked in Padiamml indrrtl lie st*itrd Em j 
even with the then seanty facdiltrs lot tirahng w-il! 
respuidrncr, he shouhi t.rrlainly have hamtled g 
metluKl and tata, Careless rorrrsponifrnts will i 
lecture how ninth a Pfifiir Mmister may harm h 
hy *mhjecting friends and fitrs alike to a i^rruliar 
slight 

Pitt then* owed little or nolhing to mwial graces, 
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and the lofty principles of Pitt, mere 
would have been Esau, provided that h( 
customs of primogeniture. 

We have little or nothing that directly 
produced on Pitt by his discovery of the 5 
ness of his supporters. Perhaps it intensif 
and awkwardness of manner, which Wilb( 
very great Certainly he did not mix mon 
not make friends ’’ is a significant entry 
for March 1785.^ This inability to make ; 
was not incompatible with those rarer g 
closely to those with whom he had real k 
may read Shakespeare's thoughts into th 
Polonius to Laertes, the poet supremel}; 
inspired the few with ardent affection a 
arm's length. In regard to character, the 
for the very characteristic which to men 1 
blemish. 

Nevertheless, it was a serious failing 
tactician. Onlookers, who saw only the 
terior, described Pitt as the embodiment 
His friends knew full well that he was 
Dundas and Wilberforce testify to his afif 
ordinates, his fund of good temper, which 
contradiction and the advent of bad news 
a case in point. Pitt had long been rumin 
proposal, and at length mentioned it to 
only to learn that there would be grave 1 
scheme; far from showing annoyance, he ] 
ment with the most unruffled erood-hum^ 
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tha .slave-tnMltt, rcMiiarkcil: ’*CJru: fclt aUiuiNl tt» like thr 
or ai^ain Lady Anne Ilainilttni in her ** MtniitniH tif the 
tict>r|jr in,'* asserted that IHtt was always atUl ajul cai 
frostiness even into his carouses. 

This certainly was the ijrnrral In onr particul 

hehavitjur idtrn gave cohnir the charge id pride at 
His letters were as stiff as his {larliamrutary attitudes, ^ 
all, he very tdfett left letters uiuinswereil ; and this apjj 
merely to In^ggi^tg letter?!* against wdueh silriice is - 
^Minister's jS!ano|il>% but even to imiKirlant matters c 
\\“e fnul Lden, in the of the commercial neg« 

uith France, writing from Paris in despairing lernts al 
Prime Minister's silence, and fumlly suggesting that 
letters «d the last hirtnight must have sunk ifi the C han 
jame^ ihirris, %tn\ when fighting an unequal battle ag^i 
French party in lloUaiul, begged Pitt to send a few 
encourage the harii pressetl fnemls eg Fmgland, For huir 
iud a line came; am! at last Harris brgi^^rd t'amnuthen I 
II letter out «if his duel '* 1% it iinpossiblr to move h 
so wsdl, to write t»ne jioor line in these siatnd 
and pence menj*'*^ ‘Phe e\i tisr thmbtlr'js was, that ] 
ovei worked in PatSiamenl tas irtdmi hr slalrtl tn Iselri 
even with the then staniy lauhttes for dratuig u-nh a ^ 
resjHindriue, hr should errlainly have handiril it wi 
metluHi and tact, ('airless currespundents wall read 
jecture how miu h a Prime Mmisirr may harm his p 
tiy subjecting friends and fi»rs alike to a |m;ubai1y a 
slight 

Pitt then, owetf fiitle or nothing to graces, anti 
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as Wraxall avers, hold the first place ir 
was still held by Wilberforce; and to tl 
apply the apt remark of Montaigne, 
possesses and sways the soul cannot be 
reasons Pitt after the year 1784 came intc 
subalterns, among whom Dundas and Gr 
Henry Dundas (1742-1811), a younj 
Honourable Robert Dundas, Lord Pre 
Court of Session, and of Anne Gordoi 
born at Edinburgh, where he was educal 
in the University. The atmosphere in ^ 
strictly legal; and his ancestry, no lesi 
seemed to fit him for success at the Bar 
in 1763. His rise was rapid, and in 1774 
as member for Midlothian. At Westmins 
to North’s party and became known as i 
hitter. United as these powers were w 
genial gifts, and the full fund of Scottish ! 
favour and became Lord Advocate. Gn 
of speech he lacked; a harsh voice, a si 
awkward gestures told against him ; but 
rose triumphant, thanks to indomitable 
him unabashed to bear the heaviest blov 
once expressed his admiration of Bill 
badly he was beaten, ‘‘ the old devil ” ca 
nothing had happened. So it was witl 
encounters with Fox. He might be repi 
His features were bold and handsome, ai 
with convivial purple,” that perhaps enh 
the House loved a bon vivant. who e 
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my bcjit lUu'ifuiuly ant! l^lasphnny tn [mt Inin 
humour. Alter a hrate iMittlrs vmlurrd t** drt*| 
buHiness. l‘hurlu\v cursri! tur, aiul io4irtl I*iit liu a 
I*itt ItHtktni tnulisti, Cfrein'iile vvi-.e. Mul|»ravr %tarrtl 
rhin Irnitthrnetl. rrietl the rlleit t4 ;uu*thrr 
a lonii sjHHH'h nti the ‘^ashjrrt uf tnir mrctiii|;, Sydnr; 
by the fur aiul un. 

In tjue rrs|irt/t lHuuUeiw;ei the |.;rrat jaditiral a| 
afjr. Hr iiianai:ril SeMtlanii, hh thoroughly, inclrrth 
brrn trrrnrtt the* hirrituint SroH^unart of thr rightrrntl 
No ri%*ilian ntnrr thr time of John Krum h*r* rvrr ro? 
cnrrgirfi ttf that jaHijilr ^o tht>rougbly an Hrnry IH111 
thr great Hrfonnrr arhirvrti by art ajijirat tc* th 
itHpiraliinH, thr parly manipulator arhirvrcl by an uj: 
puri^r, Sinrr thr rollapsr of thr Stuart rau%r rnatrri 
hati brrn paranuHinl; and Ihrir dradrning rhrt'i s 
churartrr appear^ in thr politieal torpor whitti lay 
land until thr »4rirlrnt t all of thr btrm h Hrvt4iitio} 
her. Thr mm north of tlir Twrrtl hail rvm tmar i 
Kngh*4nnm it* dr'dfr Tathamml.iry Krlorm, ^ 

in a lalrr rhaptrr, in all Sroilaiul thrjr wrir oidy i y 
and thr%r rrlttmed 4^ mrntbrr^i* a'^ agaitr4 44 whomt*a 
C'ornwall, lint 'ai hmg a*^ thr SreU^^ *4mnbrrrth it m 
u-hrthrr they ha*l 4^ mrtnbor*! or 4, lor thr rrUfm 
thrir rouf^a” ol t ontliu t al Wr^tmin-ilrr wrtr alikr pri 
Uumla'^. Thr fruit whii/h ilruggrd Itir Siait 

mn\ kept thrir rrprrvntatsvr-^i tUw tt^ tirri wa-^ ** ; 
Uunifa’^i it w.04 who drg^rfiTrtl all imfr««rianl pri^r-® tmtl 
and Stale Vahiablr livinr^ at htufir* hirralivr twra-i 
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restoring the estates that were confiscate! 
By this act of clemency Pitt and Dunda 
the work of reconciliati’on so tactfully 
and helped to foster the sentiment of Br 
bore a rich harvest on the fields of Salam 
is not surprising, then, that Dundas ha' 
clique in Scotland entirely at his beck anc 
five henchmen at Westminster, Fergus 
stated that he had never heard a speech]v 
vote, and that there was only one defect 
namely, that he was not quite tall enough 
readily to see into which lobby he was gc 
Even so, the magnetic influence of Dui 
Caledonian squad was a political asset ol 
seldom could the laird of Melville deck 
by throwing his forty-five votes into tl 
himself was fully aware of his importanc 
he wrote to Grenville early in 1789, he d^ 
post because in his present position (o: 
cement of political strength to the presen 
dissolution of which might be ruinous. 1 
not only with the Scottish canniness, but 
In truth, the staunchness of Dundas^s fri( 
to refute those critics, both of his owr 
speak of him as of a political Vicar of Bra 
trimming propensities were often disagn 
the speech in which he hailed the rising 1 
the waning orb of North, was quite char 
half of his career/^ But, for him as for son 
of PitPs genius, and the glow of his pure 
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influence owr Pitt stcailily iiurrantnl, while that i»i Wilh 
.snincwhat waiunl; uutl wc tiiui the latSri tUnhuing at 
time that Pitts c<mnc-rtiun wilh Dmuias wa% his gus 
fnrtutu*,*‘ a remark \vhich appliecl mairily t** the slavery ijti 
It is, hnvvever, still mnre applicable !«» Ihimbe/s i umitH t 
w*iir, when, as we shall see, his abs«irpUfcin in iif.ht*r w^rk, . 
utteT ineKperieiHx^ uf nhlitary affairs, should have nuu 
backward in giving advice. Far from that, hr was for Him 
the guiding spirit; and from his seat at the Home 
Iiitiia Hoard, or from hin suburban villa, he dashei! «4f oi 
nuirnantuus import, which were to gladden the heart c*f i. 

Such, then, w*as the man at wiwsr tuaise, on the west 
Wimblrdim t'ennnum, Pitt wa*4 a frrqurni visiPw. Hr 
conviviality wm unrestrained by those scruples wdttch m* 
more prevailed at WillwrlorreS alnide hiirtl by; and af 
latter gave up that villa, in the autumn of lyHfi, the assoc 
t»f Pitt with Wimldedtm are somewhat vinous. Hoth P 
Dundas were hard drinkers, I hr former freijUrntly ttc 
several tundilers of pent wine brtorr a great sprei h 
House of P'oinmous; acid it w«»uld smu, if rumom spoki 
that at Hundas*s the jHttati«uis weir haig and thep. It rn 
how*evrr, be supposed that PiH prtlormrd no srrious wor! 
Hie long and important drspat* hes wha h hr waoieat Wnr 
show the ttadrary, and cJieir lontrnis poae ilirm to luo 
written tielorr the Hat r hie plrasurrs, wdmh mm o! tl 
deemed the itppr«»prtate tUr&r of a busy rlay. Cliily once 
plea^tures of dessert at tiundass cause Pill ami Ins host I 
promise ihemsetvrs in piibUt:, Hut on one incasion the 
to the I False of (aunmons obviously the w^orse tor tkjuoi 
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A man so frank and intriguing, so sub 
Dundas, is fair game for the satirist; ai 
that the Whig rhymsters who compiled t 
the factotum of Caledonia: 

Whose exalted soul 
No bonds of vulgar prejudice con 
Of shame unconscious in his bold 
He spurns that honour which the 
For, true to public Virtue’s patrioi 
He loves the Minister and not thi 
Alike the advocate of North and 
The friend of Shelburne and the { 
His ready tongue with sophistries 
Can say, unsay, and be consistent 

This is, of course, the effusion of unsc 
but it shows the skill with which the ene 
on the weak points in his career. As a m 
have worked harder than the future Vise 
few men has fortune at the close pressed 


William Wyndham Grenville (1759-18; 
man than Dundas. First cousin to Pitt, 
year, he seemed destined to advance hanc 
as his father had signally helped Chath 
that meteoric career. Nature, however, 
the Grenvilles, both father and son, not 
planets, but rather satellites. The traditic 
villes (in which Pitt was by no means 
William Grenville, blended with a freezir 
which was enhanced by his heavy feature: 
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Commons in 1789, after the death of Cornwall, 
honourable post he was soon transferred to more 
duties, as Secretary of State, and entered the Uppei 
Lord Grenville. In 1791 he became Secretary f( 
Affairs, his conduct of which will engage our attenti< 
Here we may note that in all his undertakings he g 
putation for soundness ; and if the neutral tints of hi 
procured for him neither the enthusiastic love of friei 
hatred of foes, he won the respect of all. The env 
who penned the “ Rolliad ” could fasten on nothing 
his solidity — 

A youth who boasts no common share of head. 
What plenteous stores of knowledge may conta 
The spacious tenement of Grenville^s brain ! 
Nature, in all her dispensations wise, 

Who formed his head-piece of so vast a size, 
Hath not, ’tis true, neglected to bestow 
Its due proportion to the part below. 

Unfortunately, though Grenville could manage b 
could not manage men; and at this point he failei 
good a defect in the political panoply of Pitt. On nei 
cousins had nature bestowed the social tact which 1 
smoothed the rubs of diplomatic discussion, say, in 
the French envoy, Chauvelin, in 1792. That ferv: 
Hyde de Neuville, complained bitterly of the freezing 
Downing Street. The enthusiastic young Canning f 
possible to work with Grenville, who was also on stra 
with Dundas. The “ inner Cabinet,” composed of Pitt 
Dundas, must have been the scene of many triangular 
it needed all the mental and moral superiority of Pitt ( 
every one bears witness) to preserve even the appeara 
mony between seconds who were alike opinionated 


282 


WILMAM IMTT [cn. xu 

to mourn the lack of informulion abimt smaller detail.^ 

wldch light up trails* <*f cluiraclci'i Ih'Vv t*l I* ill's letters refer tQ 
hijJ private affairs in tlie jTurs and tlie knowledge 

whicli we have t>( thciu is largely iiifriTnlial. Imvii the seconds 
ary sources fared hiully; for it seems that rUl*s hm^seniaid madci 
a liolocaust of the many Irtlrrs wliii li W h*ri'e wrote to hina 
during his fnrcigii tour in 17^5-* I'apers llicre is only 

one loiter of VVilberlorcc nf this perioil; ami as it ilirows light 
on Lhoir friendship anil Ihr anxiety fell by Piil'n friends at the 
time of ihe Irish I'roposUInns, 1 print il here almost in cxienso?' 

jiiil Aug., 1785. 

MV DKAH 

. , . If I were. Itisuffrr inyirll (nlliink on |Mi|inf‘s, I should be very 
unhappy at ihe aeeoums I hrar horn all ipirtflt muhing has come 
from any art at authnrily; Imi all ihr rr|HiHn, r^n.ii ihey arc, are of 
one luiuicnry, \ rt’in^^e myst'll wufi rtmliilriu r tat ytiu, being sure that 
you have spuit ennuj^li nut in hn lU'tvurd by ibihi nUien if you can 
carry your pniiil lhf«»'; ami iriisiing dmi ynu utU have lhat greater 
tlegrecj of spirit which i« fetpilnUr in riiakT a |m give’ up at once 
when the had euiiTOiuemw wineh wnuhl m’dig on arc at a 

(liHlnncc. Ycl 1 rmmol help hriiig rsifrim ty your own char-^ 

nelcr, nn well nn xUtt welfare of ihe eouniry arc ai «>ial(e; hut we may 
ccmgriUulrtle ourselves thiU they are here in^rp^rably Muniecicd. In the 
opinion of unprejudlerd men I du mil iltink y^iti will HiifTcr from 
adjourning the Irihli prn|Ki?»iiwin« If the state of 

Irchind nuikcH ll dangerous In pr*ii eciUinl jtmu t an makc^ it evident you 
had good rranon lu hririg diein on. wlmh t ihtnk yini can* At the 
worwl, die c’nim!i[iu neeN iiii ilii»i niile arr nitly ilmt yon suffer (the 
(Country may KufTrr too, htii t am uking hir gMitird dun is the lesser 
cvil)i hut 1 Ueudd« aiul Imik lutwrtud in what m^y happen if the Irish 
PurlianiatU ahnuld the propu'^iiiuri^ iiucl i\w Itidi naliou refuse to 
accept them; nor wniild it l»o one ^ungglr nnly^ hui oflcii as any 
Hill should tiomc! over from ntir Unn^ ol ('nniiiuirH to ho passed in 
theirs, which wan tihmuious dirre would be 4 ffrdi tip|>orUuuty for 
reviving il^ capcdidly aw you have 411 (IpiKrailimi m ilrjil wiili as unprin- 
cipled and mUcInevoiit nsi ever emlifoded ibe allrtirii rtf any country. 
(5od bless youj iny <le«r Pin luul tiirry you ihro* 4II ycinr difficulties t 
You may reckon youradf meint bifiunaie ui OmI k hrarfiilncss of mind 
which cnahica you every rum and ibrn to throw niff ymir load for a few 
hours and rent your/irlf. I faiu y ii inn*U Imve tK*ru this winch, when I 


^ “ I.ifc <if Wilherforre,"' I, yB. 
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rtn» wilh yt>u» pu vcMUn my rnnsulrring ycm m lui nhjrrl i»f riHnpa*(sion, 
llu)' Prinii: MiniHtrr of fCnf^liinil; loi now, wImmi I jiiii n ilisiJint r, diu 
of luN\riof( ol ymir l^yrun^t your (illi'j^ihlr) oUmt prunh ni i\ WyM 
)u?arl| I caniuii luOp ri‘[ircNrnun[^ you lt» inynrll an np[ii’r'«M*tl wiili c un-i 
and lroul)lt?*<, uml wluu I IitI lor you i*i iimiv, 1 lu iirvr, Utait * vni 
Pc^ppiM ((tIn ill ilur luoinmi^ o( \m ^rratr^i amiriy; aiul wii.u ran i 
nay luorr? , , . 

I’cpprr Arctun, tci whom VVill>rrrt»rcci here relrr^, Ncarctily 
lived up to lu«i imine. Iti^ ehiirncler and lih (ouiumaitce alike 
lacked diHllnrliun, The latter aufTrred from the want of a nose, 
or at least, of an elTrcLivelj* iinposii^j featiiic, V\*hut imisi tins 
liave meant in a generation wlueli remembered the efTeet pro« 
tiuced by C'lialhanVa 'Merrifyin^; beak,*' and was iloininaled by 
the Itiii^' and concave curve on wlitch Pill .suspended the I louse 
uf C!ommonsl Kurther, Pep|ier lacked di^piily. Mis manner wa?« 
noisy and inelejpuu.* lie pushed liimsidf Itirwanl us a tinm- 
brUltfO frieiul ol Pitt; and the House lesrnied the painful efforts 
of this flipinuit youn^j man to run in harness by llie side of the 
genius. Members rmuril svilli laiinhler when Aolrn mart lied In, 
at ( ‘lirislmaslitlr of lyHj.in anmauire dial Pill, as Ihime MiiiisN 
ter of the (*iown, would nllei hiniMdl Im letdetlinn. ‘I'lie 
effrontery of the slaleineni was hend'^‘*^n^*l by llu* vnite ami 
bearing' of the speaker. Nevei llu-less, ISll, as wr have seen, 
made him Attorney (leneral. No iippointment r ailed loilh more 
criticism, lie entered the peeraj.;e as Lord AlvMidey, 

U is the characteristic til ^;riiitin l«j atliau anti inspire tiie 
yotniK; aiitl Pill'n inllnrnte on them was scumd only to llmi itf 
Chiuhnnu Ah wc shall see later on, C*annin(« cauj^ht tha firni 
kIow of political enthiiHlasm from tlie kiiullin^ y,a/e of the yonn{{ 
Prime MiniMter. I^alriotlsm m ferviti, [irobity ho H|Haless, elo- 
tjuence so moviny fnecl ctnillcr natures than Caiminyfl; ami 
umony the most noteworthy of those who now came forward 
was Henry Adtlinylon. His father, Anthony Athlin^jlon, Inul 
started lile as a medical man in Kearliny, and idlenv»otls in Med 
forti Row, lamdon, where Henry was Iwini in In days 

when that profession held a lowri plaee than at present, tins 
fact was to be thrown in the iirlh of the son on beiomlny Prime 
Miriisier. t hatham, however, always irriiled his lamily piiysictan 
(for such Addinylon became) wilh i hivalrotis courtesy. Largely 
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by the care of the doctor William Pitt was coaxed into maturity 
after his ''wan'* youth.^ It was natural, then, that the sons 
should become acquainted, especially as young Addington, after 
passing through Winchester School and Brasenose College, Ox- 
ford, entered at Lincoln's Inn while Pitt was still keeping his 
terms there. 

Considering the community of their studies and tastes, it is 
singular that few, if any, of their letters of this period survive. 
Such as have come down to us arc the veriest scraps. Here, 
then, as elsewhere, some evil destiny (was it Bishop Tom- 
line?) must have intervened to blot out the glimpses of the 
social side of the statesman’s life. It is clear, however, that 
Pitt must have begun to turn Addington's thoughts away 
from Chancery Lane to Westminster; for the latter in 1783 
writes eagerly against "the offensive Coalition of Fox and 
North.” At Christmas, when Pitt leaped to office as Prime 
Minister, he sought to bring Addington into the political arena, 
and held out the prospect of some subordinate post. Adding- 
ton accordingly stood for Devices, and was chosen by a unanim- 
ous vote at the hustings in April 1784. Nevertheless, his cool 
and circumspect nature rose slowly to the height of the situation 
at Westminster. Externals were all in his favour. His figure 
was tall and well proportioned; his features, faultlessly regular, 
were lit up by a benevolent smile; and his deferential manners 
gave token of success either as family physician or family 
attorney. In fine, a man who needed only the spur of ambition, 
or the stroke of calamity, to achieve a respectable success. It 
is said that Pitt early bade him fix his gaze on the Speaker's 
chair, to which, in fact, he helped him in 1789, after Grenville's 
retirement. But, for the present, nothing stirred Addington's 
nature from its exasperating calm. As worldly inducements 
failed, Pitt finally made trial of poetry. During a ride together 
to Pitt’s seat at Holwood, the statesman sought in vain to 
appeal to his ambition ; but Addington — five years his senior, be 
it remembered — pleaded the disqualifying effects of early habits 
and disposition. Thereupon Pitt burst out with the following 
passage from Waller's poem on Henrietta Maria: 

The lark that shuns on lofty boughs to build 

Her humble nest, lies silent in the field ; 


' Pellew, “ Life of Lord Sidmouth,” 1, 4, 
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Hnt HlionUI \Ul^ pn^iniHi*. of ii hrighler \U\y^ 

AmoM hmiiiuf:, l»itl hvi imc niul pluy, 
tjniikly hhnw Jtui (or wain of vni« r, 

()i pown hi rliiot>| tilir ttuulc bo low a i hour ; 

niiiiNni j )»rr iii;)* arr »»iiTfi hM 
‘[‘owaniti hcuvrhi an if (nun ht^avr^n alone; her norm ahe feirhM. 

TIk'H ihr stalcsinan .set s[uirs Ui IiIh hor.st? nml \vl\ Aildtnytcni 
far bc'hiiul.* U is furums lhal when AiUlinp[Uin*s tunhilinn was 
fully iUdUstid, it prnvcicl tu bit au tdistaclc: t(i I'itt aiul a thui^'cr 
III the: eniinUy in the crisin uf 1H0J-4* 

Advcilini^ unw to certain ilclails tif Pitt's private life, we 

luiticc tliiit Uv. vurietl the lime nf Iuh Rrii resilience! cm l*ulnry 

I lealh ( AuKUsi I7H4-Nnvcmbcr several visits tullrlghl* 

l^chuHtcme, perhaps In order to shake o(T the falijs^im and dis 
apiHjintmcnt ultcMulant on his Irish and Uerorm [rniicy. At tluci 
seaside result he spcml .some weeks in the early atitumn of 
enjoying the suciety c>f his old I amln id|.;e friemds," liuh" Smith 
(afterwards laird C*arriiiy,U^nj, lhaii (aftc*rwiinlN 1 and tianuleu ), 
and Steele. Wu can imayiin* them lidiiiy almiy the i|naiiil little* 
rrciiit, oron the downs, their inteichaiifp* of tlioii|;tn anti sallies 
of wit piohalily helpin|.; in no small dcyier tin* inviytnatliit' In 
rtuences of .sea air ami iwen i^r, ll we may (Mist llir sprlf;hl)y 
Iml .spilefnl lines in one of the *' I’olilical l**a loyneN,’* it was at 
liriyhlon that Pill at these times espei iaily enjoyed the siKicl)* 
of ''Tom" Steele, whom he had imule Set letaiy t»l’ the IVeusury 
conjointly with (jein>»n Kose. Unlike his ndleayue, whose vlsai^e 
always lane si^jns of the care and toil of his oflic e, Steele was 
remarkable lor the roUnulily and joviality of Ids face and an 
inexhuUHlibie fund of animal .spirilN.’ (Vrhaps it was this which 
attracted Pitt to Idin In lltnes of rtxrralion, 'Phe lines uljove 
referred to occur in an efTusion styled '* Rose, or the Cum 
plaint," where the hard working cullcai«nc is shown as bemoan 
iuK PltlS prcTfercnce for Steele: 

ttiU v^in his hnpr lo ^liitie in Hllly'^ ryr^, 

S^tin all fits viitr*], Itis ^pmfirs, and ho lir^. 

Mrrio'fi happier i Um\^ ihr tioy’a rr^anl rnaiiar, 

Alike ilteir slmlir^, nor tmfike llwif ; 

Wnli .Sirrie, riiiiip.iinini ol Uh vataiii hiMii'i, 
c III wmihl [ir srrk niiafitlteint'^loiir^ .ra ant towcisi 


* 1'cllew, life hi l.mil Niihminlti,” i| jfW, 
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For Steele relinquish Beauty’s trilling talk, 

With Steele each morning ride, each evening walk ; 

Or in full tea cups drowning cares of state 
On gentler topics urge the mock debate. 

However much Pitt enjoyed Steele’s company on occasions 
like these, he did not allow his feelings to influence him when 
a question oi* promotion arose. Steeles talents being only 
moderate, his rise was slow, but he finally became one of the 
Paymasters of the Forces. In that station his conduct was not 
wholly satisfactory; and Pitt’s friendship towards him cooled, 
though it was renewed not long before the Prime Minister’s 
death. 

For George Rose, on the other hand, despite his lack of 
joviality, Pitt cherished an ever deepening regard proportioned 
to the thoroughness and tactfulness of his services at tlic 
Treasury. In view of the vast number of applications for places 
and pensions, of which, moreover, Burke’s Economy Bill had 
lessened the supply, the need of firm control at the Treasury Is 
obvious; and Pitt and the country owed much to the man who 
for sixteen years held the purse-strings tight' On his part 
Rose felt unwavering enthusiasm for his chief from the time of 
their first interview in Paris in 1783 until the dark days that 
followed Austerlitz, Only on two subjects did he refuse to 
follow PiU, namely, on Parliamentary Reform, from which he 
augured “the most direful consequences/* and the Slavery 
Question. That he ventured twice to differ decidedly from Pitt 
(in spite of earnest private appeals) proves his Independence of 
mind as well as the narrowness of his outlook. He even offered 
to resign his post at the Treasury owing to their difference on 
Reform, but Pitt negatived this proposal. Wc need not accept 
his complacent statement that Pitt later on came over decidedly 
to his opinion on that topic,'* 

The tastes of the two friends were very similar, especially in 
their love of the country ; and it was in the same month 
(September 1785) that each bought a small estate. Wc find 
Pitt writing at that time to Wilberforce respecting his purchase 
of “ Hohvood Hill,” near Bromley, Kent, and stating that Rose 
had just bought an estate in the New Poorest, which he vowed 

* I distrust the charges of corrupt dealing brought against Rose respecting 
the next election at Weslniinster. 

* Diaries of George Rose,'* I, 32-37. 
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was ‘‘just breakfasting distance from town.’^ “We are all 
turning country gentlemen very fast/^ added the statesman. A 
harassing session like that of 1785 is certain to set up a centri- 
fugal tendency ; and we may be sure that the nearness of 
Holwood to Hayes was a further attraction. Not that Pitt was 
as yet fond of agriculture. He had neither the time nor the 
money to spare for the high farming which was then yearly 
adding to the wealth of the nation. But he inherited Chatham*s 
love of arranging an estate, and he was now to find the delight 
of laying out grounds, planting trees and shrubs and watching 
their growth. Holwood had many charms — “a most beautiful 
spot, wanting nothing but a house fit to live in — so he de- 
scribed it to VVilberforce.' He moved into his new abode on 
Sth November 1785, and during the rest of the vacation spent 
most of his time there, residing at Downing Street only on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Many affairs of State 
were decided at parties at Holwood, or, later on, at Dundas’s 
villa at Wimbledon. 

Pitt admitted to Wilberforce that the purcha.se of Holwood 
was a piece of folly; and this was soon apparent to all PitPs 
friends who had old-fashioned notions of making both ends 
meet. I'hat desirable result had rarely, if ever, been attained by 
the son of the magnificent Chatham. Sparing for the nation’s 
exchequer, Pitt was prodigal of his own. The aristocratic 
hauteur^ of which all but his friends complained, led him to 
disregard the peccadilloes of servants and the overcharges of 
tradesmen. A bachelor Prime Minister, whose nose is high in 
air, is good sport for parasites; and even before the purchase of 
Holwood, Pitt was in difficulties. During one of the visits to 
Brighthclmstone, “Bob” Smith undertook to overhaul his 
affairs, and found old and forgotten bills amounting tO;^7,9i4. 
The discovery came as a shock; for Pitt, with his usual hopeful- 
ness, had told his Mentor that, as three-quarters of his official 
salary were due, he would have enough for his current liabilities. 
A further scrutiny showed that tradesmen, in default of any 
present return, took care to ensure an abundant harvest in the 
future. The butcher usually sent, or charged for, three or four 
hundredweight of meat on a Saturday, probably because Pitt 
was often away for the week-end. The meat bill for January 


^ “ Coriesp. of Wilberforce,” i, 9. 
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j 785, when Pitt generally dined out, was which, reckoning 
the price at sixpence a pound, implied a delivery of 34 hundred- 
weight. Other bills for provisions (wrote Smith to Wilberforce) 
** exceed anything I could have imagined. Apparently they 
rose in proportion to Pitt*s absence from home. His accounts 
were kept by a man named Wood, whose book-keeping seems 
to have been correct; but Smith begged Wilberforce to urge on 
Pitt the need of an immediate reform of his household affairs.^ 
Whether it took place, we cannot tell; for this is one of the 
private subjects over which Bishop Tomline chose to draw the 
veil of propriety. 

An economical householder would have found relief from the 
addition of ;f3,ooo a year to his income. That was the net sum 
which accrued to him after August 1792, from the Lord 
Wardenship of the Cinque Ports.'^ That Pitt felt more easy in 
his mind is clear from his letter to Lady Chatham, dated 
Downing Street, iith November 1793. She had been in tem- 
porary embarrassment. He therefore sent £^ 00 , and gently 
chid her for concealing her need so long. He continued as 
follows: ‘'My accession of income has hitherto found so much 
employment in the discharge of former arrears as to leave no 
very large fund which I can with propriety dispose of. This, 
however, will mend every day, and at all events I trust you will 
never scruple to tell me when you have the slightest occasion for 
any aid that I can supply/* ^ 

Unfortunately, Pitt soon fell into difficulties, and partly from 
his own generosity as Colonel of the Walmer Volunteers. As 
we shall also see, he gave £ 2,000 to the Patriotic Fund started 
in January 1798. But carelessness continued to be his chief 
curse. In truth his lordly nature and his early training in the 
household of Chatham unfitted him for the practice of that 
bourgeois virtue, frugality. That he sought to practise it for the 
Commonwealth is a signal proof of his patriotism. We shall see 
that his embarrassments probably hindered him from a mar- 
riage, which might have crowned with joy his somewhat solitary 
life. 

In the career of Pitt we find few incidents of the lighter kind, 

^ “Corresp. of Wilberforce,” i, 21-4. 

’ The gross income was £ 4^1001 see Mr. E. W. Hamilton's estimate of 
Pitt’s income (Ihe total being ^^10,532) in App. C of Lord Rosebery’s “ Pitt.” 

^ Pretyman MSS. 
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which tlivcraify tl)c. lives of must stutcsmen nf that a^e. Two 
HUcl^i luiwcver, eunnect liim with the j(jvial suciely of l)nmlaH, 
It was Iheii* ciisOnn to nulliiRj over their cups tlu: (*ourse of the 
forthc(unintr tiehates; and u\\ one occasion, wlum ii inolion was 
to Ik; broi^^lit lui waial by Mr, (aftei wards Karl) (Jrey, 1 )uiulus 
aimisud the minpany liy maUinn a burles(|ue oraliiMi <in llu; 
VVhit( side. Pitt was so diarmed by Ihe [lerforinanre ihul he 
declared tlial Dundas must make ihe tifTicial rei»ly. 'Hie joke 
souiuUsI well over wine; but tjreat was tlie Scolsirmn’s astonlsli** 
meat to find liimself saddled with the task in the House. 
Members were ccjually taken aback ; fuul the lolibies soon 
rustled with enffer conjectures ns to tlie reason why Pitt Imd 
surrendered his dearly cherislird preroj^ative, (t titrn transjiired 
that the Prime Minister had acted partly m a whim, and partly 
on the conviction that a speaker wlu» had so cleverly pleaded a 
case must be able Ui answer it with cipial eflVcl/ 

The other Incident is likewise Pact hir, and is alsi> uiicerlaiu 
as to date. Pitt, Duiulas, and 'Phurlow had hern dinii^i; with 
Jenkiiison at t'roydnn; and duiiii^j iheir rollirkhut cau t r back 
towanl.sVViiubledon,thcy foiniil a lull Um jjale helwcam Sfnsitlmfii 
and 'roolinK carelessly left open. WlmMlarkm-ss, and the IVolio 
.some spirit c>r yotilh pr<Huplnl them to ride tbrou^^h and ( lieat 
the kee|ier, lie ran out, tailed to them in Vtdnjtiul, lakiii}.; them 
lor lii^;luvayinen, liretl his bhnulerbuss at their retrealiiitj kaiuH.*' 
The disdiar^je was o( ecanse as hiinnless us that o( firearms 
usually was except at puitilddauk rannie; but the writers of the 
" RollimH* ^^ut wind tif the affair, and sallrisetl PItPs lawlessness 
In the following lines: 

Ah, dunk wInii dunHarnit cletmurh nUeiaUl 

l,C3i Pin u*C!r >vlnt!i pre»u li n^inperanta lo hh frionih, 

Ibiw, m ho waadoroil darkling M*or (ho phtia, 

II in rcanun druwncd in Joakiiinuus duitap*taao, 

A ninlli'n hand, tna riahlrnii^) falo wilh;itiHid, 
llhd nhod II proiiurtS hir a rnldioPn Idnud. 

Daiety and gi'ief often In-ad t lose on one; uiii»lliei\ he els; and 
Pill hael Ids full share of the latter. 'Hie sudden elealh eif bis 
sister ll.iriieU, em 2Slb Seplcmber was a severe bhav, hhe 
tuul mairie'tl his (Tonbridge* fiiesMl, Idiot, ami (‘xpiieel siuutly 
after chihlbirlh. She was his fiivonrile sister, having entered 
dtisely ami fiimlly into his early life, lie was [iitnlratcd with 

* (f. Croly, *' Mnm. ui IV/' i, 10$, m?, 
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grief, and for some time could not attend even to the public 
business which was his second nature. Eliot, now destined to 
be more than ever a friend and brother, came to his house and 
for some time lived with him. It will be of interest to print here 
a new letter of George III to a Mr. Frazer who had Informed 
him of the sad event. 

Windsor, 

SefiL 25, 1786. 9.15 p.m/ 

I AM excessively hurt, as indeed all my family are, at the death of the 
amiable Lady Harriot Elliot {stc); but I do not the less approve Mr. 
Frazer*s attention in acquainting me of this very melancholy event. I 
owne I dread the effect it may have on Mr. PilFs health: 1 think it best 
not at this early period to trouble him with my very sincere condolence; 
but 1 know I can trust to the prudence of Mr. Frazer, and therefore 
desire he will take the most proper method of letting Mr. Pitt know 
what 7 feel for him, and that I think it kindest at present to be silent. 

G. R. 

The King further evinced his tactful sympathy by suggesting 
that Pitt should for a time visit his mother at Burton Pynsent 
In other respects his private life was uneventfully happy. The 
conclusion of the commercial treaty with P’rance, the buoyancy 
of the national revenue, and the satisfactory issue of the Dutch 
troubles must have eased his anxieties in the years 1786-87; 
and after the serious crisis last named, his po.sition was truly 
enviable, until the acute situation arising from the mental malady 
of George III overclouded his prospects at the close of the year 
1788. 

Certainly Pitt was little troubled by his constituents. Almost 
the only proof of Ins parliamentary connection with the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge (apart from warning.s from friends at election 
times how so and so is to “be got at”) is in a letter which I 
have discovered in the Hardwickc Papers. It refers to a Cam- 
bridge Debt Bill about to be introduced by Charles Yorke in 
April 1787, to which the University had requested Pitt to move 
certain amendments in its interest. It will be seen that Pitt 
proposed to treat the request rather lightly: 

Dear Yorke, 

I am rather inclined to wish the Cambridge [Debt] Bill slioiild 
pass without any alteration, unless you think there are material reasons 


^ Chevening MSS. 
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agi 

for il, —Till! imimiu’Iling llm \\\ry dors nnl nv.vin tu tin h jioiiu nf uuirli 
con8tv|Urru:r, lail hvv.\m nu»sl luUnrally lu hr ihr jm»viii«*r of iUv nmyor. 

- With K’^ard lo ihr apiiral, 1 think \vr uj-^rrctd to htrikr it out rnlirriy, 

- As ll^a arr a inixrti lnuty from tlir town^ Ihr nniiily, and 

[\w. Umvrrsiiy, tUvrr norms to hr \\\\ im^iroprirty in rilhrr to ihv* 

lijwn M'ssions or ihr t'canUy SrssinnM, rilhrr nf whirli may hr mn 
nitlrh d as *>nly o\u* out of llirrr imrlirs iiilrroHlrd. ‘(‘hr (Irfd^iiill nf llm 
(aiininiHsinn apprars tln^roforr thr inn;i( Mtinlarlfiryi anti if I rrrtillrrt 
ri^hl, it In linai ns (hr hill mm atnmis. 

Vmir« mtint nuicrrrly, 

W. IhTTd 

In lltr wlndc nf I'ilt'a cnrrrspnndrtitr I huvr ftniiul mily mm 
r|)iHMda whU’lt li^thtn u|i llir rn’rssrs f)f his irdnti. Ah a riilr, hin 
Inters are dlsappniolin'ly Imnlnrss.likr uiul formal, Itcwruic 
as a Prime! Minlslrr t<i MniiporUTs, larrly as a frlniil In n fnViuL 
And thiise vvhn srnrrli Ihr lumdrrth i*f p.u^krts nf tlir rilt 
Papers In r^rder l(» fiml (hr real nian will lir trinplrd p) llkrri 
him to that elusive neatnre whh h, when pursued, shnois away 
the vnrks nutlet a |nntrrllvr » loud id ink. At one polnlj 
lunvever, we eali h a ^jllrnpse nf his inimril lielief^. Willw'rfnri r, 
having! mine nmler tlrep relhpnun < nnvh limri in tlie auliimn of 
lyHt;, iTsolvrtI to lelire for a lliue troin all hlmtN of m tivily In 
nrtler to lake hh lieaiin^'s anew, Then he wmtr t4i Pill a full 
dem iiplion nl Ins i lianpetl views of Idr, siaiin|.t also hh « 'mvlr- 
(inn lltai he must fpve np some rorinHurwork and aniusemrid, 
and that he could never he ho much of a party tnau an he 
had hitherto lierti. Pill^s reply, of Jnil Meecinl^er lian 

recdiUly ween the I4;hu After ntadn^ that any essential opjHird- 
linn l>elween (Item wnulrl cause him ^;rirf hnt must leave Uh 
afTecthm i|i)lte untnuehecl, hr eunltimed ns fdlliiws: 

Forgive ine if I nmnol help rsiprr*ninj( iiiv (rar Dmt you nrr urvrf' 
ihrlr«)i tlelmlini^ yourHrlf into pri(U ipirs wloi h havr hn( (no iiiurh 
trnrienry (n rnniUrracl your own iih]r( ( and («i mulrr ymir vieinrs and 

* \\ Adil. ^ In Mav t*n( «t(<ihctl n (t^urr tn the* iiu*m 

Ih*m nf llir Sni.ar ol ihe thmrisiiynf 1 ’4Mttin»h:r^ ,iskin>| lnr ihi< «iiip|H«r( 
m Inn iiiirnitnl 1 ,4iiiliila(Mtr Pa di^ iifh) o nf l!i^:h ^irMr.tid, ihi'il Vfi* aril 
nwiUH dir t\\ { iMx\ PatUvitAo tip r^nir'i'^rd llir U\\\xfr ||l4t lUn 

crisis Ih pillilii aUaiin wniiM ilrriiint a sitKa iPn( (nt (hU Ifl^lsdri^ 

(he applif nmii in i^rnnii Hr wai rln inl | lip ihaU of l\\» te|(Dr (n dm 
l.ihraty la PriidanVr ' »»Ur^r, i rtmtiMilKO- 
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your talents useless both to yourself and to mankind. I am not, how- 
ever, without hopes that my anxiety paints this too strongly* I* or you 
confess that the character of religion is not a gloomy one, and that it is 
not that of an enthusiast. But why then this preparation of solitude, 
which can hardly avoid tincturing the mind either with melancholy or 
superstition? If a Christian may act in the several relations of life, 
must he seclude himself from them all to become so? Surely the prin- 
ciples as well as the practice of Christianity arc simple, and lead not to 
meditation only but to action. I will not, however, enlarge upon these 
subjects now. What I ask of you, as a mark both of your friendship 
and of the candour which belongs to your mind, is to open yourself 
fully and without reserve to one, who, believe me, does not know how 
to separate his happiness from your own.^ 

On the morrow, a Saturday, he called on Wilbcrforce at 
Wimbledon, and the friends for two hours unburdened their 
hearts to one another. We know little of that moving converse. 
The two men had ideals so different that unison was out of the 
question. The statesman, so we learn, had never reflected much 
on religion, that is, in the keenly introspective sense in which 
Wilber force now used the word. To Pitt, as to most English^ 
men, religion meant the acceptance of certain doctrines laid 
down by the State Church, and we may describe it as largely 
political and conventional, buttressing the existing order, but 
by no means transforming life or character. One glance alone 
we gain into the sanctuary of his thoughts; he told Wilbcrforce 
that Bishop Butler^s “Analogy” raised in his mind more doubts 
than it answered — a proof (perhaps the only proof that siuwives) 
of his cherishing under that correct exterior a critical and ques- 
tioning spirit. 

To Wilbcrforce, thenceforth, all doubts were visitations of the 
devil. Indeed, the microscopic watch which he kept on his 
thoughts and moods seemed likely to stunt his activities. From 
this he was perhaps saved by his friendship with Pitt. True, 
they could no longer tread the same path. Pitt obeyed that call 
to action on behalf of his country which from his boyhood 
had deadened all other sounds. Wilbcrforce for a long time 
held aloof from politics as debateable ground be.set with snare.s 
to the soul. And yet, though the two men diverged, the 
promptings of affection kept them ever within hail. No gulf 


^ Private Papers of Wilbcrforce,'^ 13, 14. 
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ever opened out such as Coleridge finely pictured as yawning 
between two parted friends i 

They stood aloof, the scars remaining, 

Like cliffs which had been rent asunder; 

A dreary sea now flows between. 

Indeed, Wilberforce found with some surprise that on most 
questions they agreed as before' — a proof that there was no 
desertion of principle on Pitt's part after the session of 1785. 
We may go further, and assert that in their changed relations 
the two friends exerted upon each other a mutually beneficent 
influence. The new convictions of Wilberforce tended to refine 
the activities of his friend; and PitPs practical good sense 
helped to launch the philanthropist on that career of usefulness 
in which he could both glorify God and uplift myriads of 
negroes. 

A sharp difference of opinion respecting the war with France 
overclouded their lives in the year 1793. Wilberforce fully 
recognized the sincerity of the Cabinet's efforts to avoid a rup- 
ture, and admitted that Ministers had not pursued a “ war 
system." But shortly before the outbreak of hostilities, wlien 
he was about to speak in favour of conciliation, Pitt took 
the strange step of sending Bankes to him, earnestly begging 
him not to speak, as it might do irreparable mischief, and pro- 
mising him an opportunity for the statement of his views. That 
opportunity did not come; and Wilberforce evidently resented 
this attempt to make political capital out of their friendship.’ 
The breach between them did not widen until late in the 
year 1794, when Wilberforce deemed it his duty to move an 
amendment in favour of peace. Bankes and Duncombe sup- 
ported it; but it was easily defeated. In the following year the 
relations between Pitt and Wilberforce on this question became 
so strained as to cau.se both of them deep distress. Indeed Pitt, 
who generally enjoyed profound slumbers, for a time sviffered 
from insomnia. The only other occasions when sleep fled from 
him were the sudden resignation of Earl Temple late in 17831 
the mutiny at the Nore, and the arrival of the news of 
Trafalgar. 

The old feelings began to reas.sert themselves, when Pitt 


“ Life of Wilberforce,** i, 1 13. 
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spoke strongly in favour of the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
(26th February 1795); but the friends did not meet for nearly 
a month, and then with some little embarrassment on both sides. 
All shadows, however, vanished in a few months* time, when 
Wilberforcc came to see that his friend longed for peace so soon 
as it was compatible with security. Thereafter their old friench 
ship revived, though tinged with the sadness attending dis- 
appointed hopes, 

Pitt did not so readily forget the independence now and 
again displayed by Bankes, for instance, in opposing Parlia- 
mentary Reform, the Westminster Scrutiny, and the continuance 
of the war. Though they were friendly at Cambridge, and 
afterwards at Goostree*s Club and in the House, Pitt never 
warmed to Bankes, whose nature indeed was too precise, cold, 
and prudent ever to call forth affection. Respected by all for 
his sound but stolid speeches, he for forty years sat at West- 
minster as member for Corfe Castle. No one seems ever to have 
thought of making Bankes either a Minister or a peer. At a 
later time the circle of PitPs friends included Canning and 
Wellesley, who will receive notice in later chapters. 

On the whole, Pitt seems to have been somewhat exacting in 
his friendships. One of his early comrades complained that all 
suggestions to the Prime Minister must, under pain of his re- 
sentment, go forth to the world as emanations of his wisdom. 
This is to sacrifice friendliness and candour to egotism and par- 
liamentary punctilio. True, no statesman can afford to neglect 
prudential considerations; and we may freely grant that the 
cautious calculations of Pitt rarely obsessed his whole being, as 
that of Napoleon was dominated by his egotism. We do not 
find Pitt acting, still less speaking, in the sense which prompte<i 
the remark of Napoleon about an over scrupulous servant; ** He 
is not devoted to me; he does not want to get on.*’ 

It must be confessed that there is something wanting about 
Pitt, He lacked geniality and glow alike in his treatment of 
men, and In his attitude towards the aspirations of the age then 
dawning. Probably this defect sprang from a physical basis. It 
must be remembered that Chatham was nearly ail his life a 
martyr to gout. He bequeathed this weakness to his second son, 
a fact which may account for the coldness of Pitt’s nature. Just 
as creatures with a torpid circulation love to bask in the sun, so 
his chilliness may have prompted the cravings for the Bacchic 
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society of Diuulas anil Steele. In i\m respect lie sufTciH liy 
comparison with loix, the full-hlucuhMl man, the iinpetimns hje, 
tile n()en-han(le(l, for^pvinn h'ieiul, whose cluiraclcr snmewhal 
rcscinhles that of Antony, ileificil by (Meoiiatru: 

his linimiy, 

rhrre was uo winter in 't ; un luilnntn Hwas 
*V\\i\\ tlie. morn by renpina: bis ileliahtn 
Were ibilplnn like; they slinsveil liis lintk iibove 
I’hc element ihey lived in,' 

' ''Antony and Clcopatrrt,*' v, m*. jj. 








CHAPTER XI 11 
ISOLATION 
(1784, 1785) 

The situation of Europe appears never to have been so critical at any 
epoch since the breaking out of the Thirty Years* War as it is at the present 
moment.— Sir James Harris, 2nd February 1785. 

i 

T he American War of Independence left Great Britain li 

in a critical situation both internally and in relation to ■ 

other Powers. She had been at war with France, Spain, the I 

Dutch Netherlands, and the United States, while the Baltic , 

Powers threatened her with hostilities owing to her insistence 
on an exacting maritime code. As she refused to come to a 
compromise on these questions, the period of peace which fol- t 

lowed after the Treaty of Versailles (September 17 ^ 3 ) did not 
lead to a resumption of friendly relations with the States above 
named. She was in part hated, in part despised. ^ | 

The prevalent feeling found striking expression in an inter- 
cepted letter of Frederick the Great, which our able ambassador, 

Sir James Harris, saw at St. Petersburg. The crabbed monarch j 

therein described Great Britain as a land ruined by an unfor- ^ 

tunate war, and unable ever again to become a formidable rival 

to France. Here the wish was father to the thought. ” Old sour- 

mug ” as the Berliners dubbed him, had not forgiven his desertion . 

by England at the close of the Seven Years* War, and never 

missed an opportunity of affronting George III and damaging 

his interests. It was he who, in the years 1778 and I 779 i I 

thwarted Harris’s plan of effecting an Anglo-Russian alliance, > 

which might have nullified the efforts of France in the American 1 

War; and now, at the end of that struggle, the resentful old 

King did his best to perpetuate the isolation of the Island 

Power. In name, he was our ally, the treaty of 1756 never 
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having been brnken; but in reality he wan the wiliest uf 
o(j[K)fUiiits, Ills flecilinjf fits o( c<Kn(>laisjutce bcit^; tn 

luuku bi'ul bliKMl bvlw(’en luiy^land ami the iMaperur Jusrph 11.' 

The ceaseless l iviibyof Austria aitti Trussia wnulil ^^eucrally 
have oiuibUal (ireat niiliiin In cdunl nu the suppnrl nf mu* uf 
those INiwcrs, Ihil while hVccIcrick IhaUftl us fnan senile 
spleen, /«>sc|ih lu'ltl alutjf fnun mujIivcs of pnlu y. Not only dii! 
he hold Mnylanil c:hea[), but he saw in her an obslaile to 
ana i>f Ids many schmurs. As be was Ihen one of the naisi 
tclive of l'hiroj»ean rulers, we may well bc^pu tair survey of 
foieij^pi airairs by a nhorl account of him aiul of his aims. 

Joseph II ( 17 ^ 0 - 1 790 ) heUI the extensive laiuts of tlie House 
if Hapsburtpl .orraiue, rant,dnj^ from l)u: Milanese to (‘racow, 
ual from tile ( ai(mth/aMs to the Urcis^ptn <im (he Upper khnie; 
mi these StiUes, especially' those in Italy iind Swahiii. lacked 
.he strcnjph that comes fnim conlinnity. His |>oNiiiiin us 
' JCmpcror " (that is, elective heatl of (he llUly Koman Kmpire) 
inplied little; fur the cnnfeileratc prime* of that inoiilitiiul 
ir^pudsin laid idintist ct»inplet<* sovrieipji [iowcms (n llu* liiin-* 
loneiU Stales. Tii bicsuhe new life into “(he I'.mpio*'* was 
dnuist hopeh’ss; but be vet bimsidi li» soliilily and exlmd Ids 
leietlii.ny » loin in ions by a series of alUa* live I pniloUs poij«s ts. 
lie alsii srM 4 'hi to centrali/e at Vienna (be p/ivcaidny pouf-r * of 
n’s very diverse dom.uns, iuul to cany tuii olorms, soiial, 
ij^raii.m, and lelipioiis, width aroused witlespjead t»ppi»siiion. 
Vlfiny of Ids srlirnies wcir ^jenroms and cfdljjhtreucl, bat they' 
itirrcd the r<*senlmenl o( lamhiwfirr.s, priests, and Nationalists, 
ispctially III Hnntpity and in his Helpje I'roviiuTs, In tmlei in 
:arry out these pro^pamme«, he sontjlU or maintatned atllances 
vilh (he iiMist powerful Slates, namely, Uussja anti l*Vante. 

Hera we are concerneil tditefly with Ids coimet lion wilh the 
alter Power. Despite lemptuary canst«s of tiit lit»n, the hh«tnt o 
\usli'ian allianre of 175^1 still subsisUsI; and it hatl ipiiiird new 
'ilalily ly the marriat'e of lands XVI (then llauphitu willi 
darit: Aiiloinetle, a tliiut^liler of Maria Phere^a anti sister of 
tisepli II, wluise efforts on liehalf of Viennese polity* were to 


NliiUiuaouy t ' II, *| |ir* juiil wirrrriif 

dr jiin»r < (llir liiliilr ii( M.ilmr ‘lUiii y\ will mi|m <*ltl lin lalri, 

ko I*. K Wmii lira, Piriinnrii Mini |:iik 141 mI ui Urr lira pnlilit. 

7H5 *tt/ titf/ f I ifriitruni^ lh« uf I jraroilt ihr a 

snuKr, f.iCil hi tilt* iinni ^is (Halt n| I*o^•o1,^ amt I mikUiuI. 
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effect something for that Court, at the expense of her popularity 
at Paris. Thus, early in the year 1785, when Joseph II revived 
a scheme, which had been thwarted in 1778, for the exchange of 
his discontented Belgic lands for the Electorate of Bavaria, all 
Europe saw in it the hand of Marie Antoinette, The absorption 
of Bavaria would have made the Hapsburgs absolutely supreme 
in Central Europe, while the transfer of the Bavarian Electoral 
House to Brussels would have broken down the Barrier arrange- 
ments which British statecraft had ever sought to build up on 
the North of France. The Treaty of Utrecht (1713) had as- 
signed the then Spanish Netherlands to the House of Austria 
in order to set limits to the expansion of France; and the transfer 
could not be made without the consent of the signatory Powers, 
the chief being England, 

In other respects, too, Joseph’s Belgian policy ran counter to 
British interests. He had ordered the Dutch troops out of the 
fortresses (Mens, Namur, etc.), which, by the Barrier Treaty of 
1715, they had the right to occupy at {the expense of those 
districts; and he further set at naught well-established rights of 
the Dutch, first by furbishing up certain musty claims to their 
frontier stronghold, Maestricht ; and secondly, by declaring the 
navigation of the estuary of the Scheldt, below Antwerp, free 
from Dutch control. In the latter demand he undoubtedly had 
“natural law” on his side, while the Jaw of nations was as clearly 
for the Dutch, the Treaty of Miinster (1648) having empowered 
them to close that estuary to all commerce but their own. As a 
result the once flourishing trade of Antwerp was wcllnigh 
strangled, and it was reasonable for Joseph II to seek to end this 
state of things. Nevertheless, his conduct in setting aside that 
treaty-right without consulting other Powers, was no less inde- 
fensible than the same action of the French Revolutionists in 
the autumn of 1792, which largely brought about the Great 
War. In fact, the conduct of Joseph II towards his own sub- 
jects and neighbouring States fitly earned him the designation, 
the “ crowned revolutionist ” ; and, had his power of carrying 
out schemes equalled his facility in weaving them, he might have 
figured in history as a Teutonic Napoleon. 

Equally disturbing and more incisive was the influence of 
Catharine II of Russia. It is needless to describe here the 
strange career of that daughter of a poor German prince who 
ultimately became Czarina. She was justly suspected of having 
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connived at llie murder of her consort I'clrr III; and her rela* 
lions with her son, ll\e hituie I’aiil I, were severely str.uned hy her 
luimeroii.s ainours, Jhit no iiuiul^ences »lulletl the vision ctr the 
ambition of (lalharine. Her freshness of miml and faelllly of 
expression dazzled her [ihilosophic visitors, Diderot and Clriinm; 
and these varied powers were held in leash hy a virile will 
which made her one of the ^'realc.st political forces of the aj;e. 
Her resolve to a^»^(randizc Russia ecillrerl in two j'leal enter- 
prises, the [tartilion of I'oland and llte overthrow of the Turk- 
ish I'ower. In the first partition of I’olamI (1772) she had the 
concurrence of h'redcrick the Great and the relnctant coiiscnt 
of Maria Theresa; but the rleath of the, latter, in Novcndjcr 
1780, removed all check.s on Joseph H, who for fifteen years 
had been associated with her in llic ifovcrnment of the Austrian 
States. 

The two most darin^f rulers in ICnrope in the year 1781 eatne 
to an untlersiandin^' which foreboded a ^jenernl upheaval. Their 
arrnnf{cment <li<l not take the form of a treaty, (or Joseph, as 
hanperor, daimcil precedence in all titles, which fatharine, 
[anud of the comparatively new Imperial title of the tVais of 
Muscovy, re(nse<l to remipiize. Aeeordinjdy, in May 1781, the 
punctilious .sovereitpis exchani'.ed letteis, Iniidini.; themselves to 
mutual support; Joseph nndeitakin^f to assi<.i ibr (Varina in 
her designs a(;alnsl the l urks, vvhile she ynaranteed to Joseph 
the inte^'rity of his iloinlnions, thus enabliiu; him to ado|)t the 
forward policy who.sc deveh»pincnts In the Netherlands wc have 
noticed. 

In vain did l*rc«lcrlck the Great and l'hit^;liind seek.thon^jh by 
widely diverse, iiieann, tr> dissolve this nlliance. Capricious and 
violent In private life and in Iter likes and rlisllkes, t'albnrlne 
allowed NtatcNmanlikc firmness and cnnlion In pnblU: afildr.s. 
Her firirinc.ss appeared in her refusal to take the templing' bait 
of Minorca which ratr ambassador Harris .skillidiy held out to 
her III 178U, if she would mediate in favour of Kii(^;land in the 
American War. Hbc ri|d>iiy saw more prolii in lu-aillni' the 
Armed Neutrality I.ea^'iie; and Harris used .dl liit arts in vain.' 
Her cnnlion Mbiiies in lier cliai initiK rcpuilee to Dnlerol after the 
hrencli ptiilosopber bad viv.icionsly skelt betl Ids plan of reno- 


' “ Mnlntcnliitiy liinrirs,*' i, J7.1, y|j. lie iliiiiitjln liri ttasiy, and 
stvnynl hy (inssmii ur (apriiri tiiii rveiiis pfitvcil ih.ii din; dal uni lark 
forctiKla ur iirmiicos. 
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vating Russia. **M, Diderot, you forget in all your plans of 
reform the difference in our positions ; you only work on paper, 
which endures all things; it opposes no obstacle either to your 
imagination or to your pen. But I, poor Empress that I am, 
work on a sensitive and irritable medium, the human skin. In 
these phrases lies the secret of the success of Catharine and of 
the ultimate failure of Joseph. He forgot that the sentient skin 
is not parchment : she never forgot it. 

For the present, their alliance promised to make them the 
arbiters of Europe, Catharine in the East, and her ally in the 
centre and the Netherlands. It was therefore desirable for Great 
Britain to gain their alliance, or at least their friendship. But 
our overtures were repulsed at both Courts. In vain did Sir 
Murray Keith, our respected envoy at Vienna, seek to under- 
mine the unnatural alliance between France and Austria, and 
suggest a return to the traditional connection between the 
Courts of St. James and Vienna; the Francophile policy of the 
Austrian Chancellor, Kaunitz, was still in the ascendant. 

In vain also did Alleyne Fitzherbert, now the British Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburg, remind Catharine II of the many 
intere.sts, trading and political, we had in common, and of the 
help we had given to the infant navy of Russia in ofificers and 
men, and in granting facilities for its repair at Portsmouth and 
Port Mahon, ‘ With her, past services weighed but lightly as 
against present expediency. The assurances of the previous 
decade as to the natural links between England and Russia 
were ridiculed, probably because her keen eyes discerned, sooner 
than those of any British statesman, the eventual opposition 
of England to her scheme of seizing Constantinople. As a 
prelude to this enterprise she annexed the Crimea in the year 
1783; and, as we shall see later, she thenceforth bent all her 
energies to the task of enthroning at Constantinople her grandson, 
Constantine. The alliance of Austria being essential, and the 
union of the Hapsburgs with France being but little impaired 
by Joseph's Belgic plans (at least up to the end of 1784), she 
courted Paris and slighted London. A proposal which Fitzherbert 
made at St. Petersburg in April 1784, for an alliance with Russia, 
Sweden, and Denmark, fell to the ground.* 

Thus, the trend of European politics in the East, in Ger- 


' Mahan, Influence of Sea Power,’* i, i f . ^ Martens, iii, 327. 
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y, niul in Xhi* NnLlunlainlH U»Ul hravily 
iiuavasrd ihc nuiural rcUn Uuutr (»! any rnwt*r i*> ’ j tIc ilu* 
<lsliip of iv bralrn iialiuiK li is at hxu'U linM*s iluil iho 
icialily of tin* ‘uic%\ <>l llu' H.Uaiui' nl Pnwrr i'i stvn. Nn 
Li Uu\U llu‘ slijjhlrst iiilrirst ill rrslmin^j llu* IslaiitlnH In 
ri[;hlful pnsiiinM in llir \v«>rliL Im»i tliis ihry liail tu irust 
ii insrlvL'H iiin) Ln tlirir yuiiiiK ItMiin, 

I pnitil t»( fai l, Pitt uml lih Kuiciv;a Sta irlary, ihr MaiipiiH 
aiMi.u tluni. at fir.sl tl(t‘«irrH liltki inorr lliun In In* Irll aUnio. 
'r h always IIk* |.'riMlcst <>( Mrllisli iiUrit-sls, iiiul il was sn 
aiiinnuly at lliiiL lime*, wlicn llic iutrn-sl mi ilu* Naiiuna! 
I ah-iurbcil lhrc;c;>ruiiilhH nl [he natinn’s it'vc:mu\ ^*Mr^i|^;n 
irs iiiUncnlccI lUv (aihiiml hut llulc*, mi we ^»alhr^ Irnin the 
iniaiida of the; Maii|uis ul ('ariiiiitllum (arterwards Oiikr nf 
Is); but he: llien* stales llutl I'ilL aj*|illtMl hiiiisrll tlnsely to 
i;nrres|Min<leiu:e witli itmbass.tdniN, iinil that, in a initvctsa- 
\vhli;h Ihry hiul l<»Kt ihri at Wimlilrthm in May 17H.1, he 
d that they a^(UTd as [n \\\r drsiialality n( srvinini.; the 
us linii uf Aiislii.i vvilli l*rani ami nl hatniiu' atllam c: 

h wmild < (tniilei liidam r llte |ii»vvf*i' nf thr hifsu h and «^ipaulsh 
isrs ol' hiMiibiai; tail al ihr '-amr time Pilt was slnaiply 
dm r*d Ilf the nerd nl aVMidiiii; any rny,a^;niu'iits ulmh ml|dit 
In \var,‘ ‘riial III had l»isl his lir||jiM«t* tniiper 

'ins Itniii the elnsiiiy* M iUrmr nl bis Irltri ti|‘ f»lh July 
*nrmarlhrn: " 1(11 I sec* tills niniitiy in a sitmtlinii iiuuc: 
re table as in Ai iny, Navy, iiiul Idiiamrs, I < ammi Ihiiilc 
ibillif that may ilraw tin inln inmblrd water s either sitfr nr 
inal.'** 

his sensible iinniniim nnent was ertllrd hirlh by the pren 
tl nf IMll and (’ririnardien In nwikr aimlher nverliiretn the 
|>rr*iH Cdilharinr, Am nppnrluidty ncuirml riwli4f tn a iririu 
|)uel liriween I’Variee and Sweden, lu 1 nrdint; tti tin* furiner 
val dep^t and cither spec ial prlvlk*t*es at tlir pm t nt ( intheii 
;• As this inlt'hl i*iiab|i* hVem li warships to innlml Ihe 
ilh nf the Uidllc , ii thiealmied the* inteersts n| Irn^iland, 
imaik, am) Russia; anil the llritisii < abim*t. always inlriil 
reMaininy ihe favnin nf ilu* (Varina, bepan t«i snmiil the 
atinn at Si. rrUTNluny ami t cipenliayi n. t ai imti tb(*n sniiyht 

' i.rrtl') MriiMM aailit " Wililfil hy Mt. 1 Hi »ii un. 

ll.M. Ailil. M.SS , 'Has Utlrr aiirl laltn iltHinuMtu ul 

^pprat Ml my mhinir *' Pile ami ” 
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the advice of Sir James Ilarris, ami received llir fnllnwiu^r willy 
reply : 

i'liHnall'*, iU 1. 

Should Uut Norllurr» l.t^hn Ur really rhliKhlrniil. aiul a of 

coiUMion scuso hr juUlt’il lt> KiHy*N Uriglu umlrr'^landinj^ I )mi|h' joy 
friend Mu[hrrUrrl| will lu i oinidiorh ihr juiini wr Imvr all failrd In. I 
rannut Iml HUppoja* ihal ihr (!li|ttiUTllnr| ami I.iinl will iltfrr lo 
your opinion, nml that your nrxl mr*«'Jrnf<rr will ratry |«>MUvr arul par* 
licuittr ioHlruelKiOM holh Ut Ihuiihi ami Srmirariii*^. 

** Semictunis " ((^Uharino) jiii»vrd in hr iiu lr'**i ohdiirair to 
I'it/hcrUrrl lhan lei I (arrUt. llom^lU ihr imlrm tiuo** UiMinl Iti ilm 
forniri* had Uww drawn np iii a ina-^.lrrly inanurr by fill liiiiisrlf. 
IL is dvAV lhal tlir ynui^j NhUr^amui Umk a krrn inlrrr'.t \\\ the 
ovurtnrr lo Kmraa; fur wlim ( ‘annarthru ►irtil him a draft uf 
his “ Insirut lions ftir Mr. U*il/hrrlii*rl*" Ur ^nil ihr liiihrrUi tin* 
puhlislied replirs, wltii h ihrtiw an iiUrtrsiin^j rrlalinns 

lo lluil Minislrr, and his virwn on forrijpi |Hilii y 

Unmniiirj.MsinKr. \Vr*f lUbdii 

My imAK famn, 

I rrUirn yeiu wiih many lhahk»i ihr drall nf do* ifrario (ioni In 
Nfr. Kitjehrrliprl, I iroulilr you al Ihr ’•i.mir luur, ^*1 >imi fN'iiiniU’d inr, 
wUh ihe «krU‘h of ihr Ulras whuh had lAiuifrd mr on ihr Minr 
HuUjrii. I huvr ihr Milittfarlion lo |»rn nvr, as 1 lUllrtnl niy'wdf mil'll 
ha lh« t'm\ lhal our Idras do mil nrrin lo iliffrr mi any rrsjtrri. I 
hardly nml i^ivr ynn ihr» iroiihtr of rrailin^ my s<f mwl I Iravr ii how 
ever lo your ronsidrralion, iho* hardly dunking anylhio^ in il wdt rr|^ty 
ihu lirm* of prrUNing n, You will, ( am smr, r^c nsr a prmd at Irasl of 
my aoliriiudr on a snli|rci on whit h wr frrl r<|u4lly inirfr-jird. 

That CairinariluMi set it hijjh vahir on ihr ” st rawl/* apprarn 
from Ihr rac:L lhal 11 hears ihr priii ihinark, "nriil to Kosslu ihr 
15 th/* Ah II was proliiddy ihr InM ilipltiinallr iiolr rvrr prrinrd 
by rilt, It clrsrrvrs lu hr quolrd in fidl, rnjK't ially as II proves 
that he was no advocate of iHohiiltiiL Ur saw Um well ihr dan* 
ijera of U. Kunher, ihonr who laUr plrjvaur in touifasilnvi hU 
orderly and forcible hUirmrnl f*f hiras with a lia»%r ami frrhle 

^ n.M, Add. MSS., j8o6<i. “ Lord fV* may W l.ord ( liiOJtitlrin, itim had 
previously aiven advltn lu Lord i nrinailhro, 

* /M. 
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ntcnuMit may ccui,sult the draft of c!iu*marUu!n, wliich that 
[inl.sicr had the ^‘:<huI sense to replace by rill's: * 


Tt is llis Majesty's earnesl ilesire tn rt>;ulate his isinduii ori the <» r.i- 
im nf llu‘ late MVealy liriween In.iurr iinti Sweden, in the Ntiirli rU 
nicerl with the’ (‘unit «»f i*eier.sl»nrft. And dieiefnre, aithti' it wmild 
ive lieen a ^re«it satislaeiittn In have kiicnvn (b^t wlial line nppt ared 
llu* hanpress lunsi proper to hf* pttrsueil, we have ih» diliienlty in 
itting wilhniU reserve what the situation appenrit to m to eidl for. We 
ish at the s^une lime Ui kmnv whether any other npeei(h*k ineaniire^ 
ivj: been thought of liy the Umpretis, and we are rrmly in every re^peel 
enter into the fullest and most runllclmliiil cnnnmmieatiim. 

We rue not aware of any treaty or trf any iilher i^rouiul, wldeh a 
reel and nhsrdute rij^lu to ohjecl to any arrangement whieh the Km^ 
Swr'den may Imve llum^lU prci[ier Ifi make in llii?: insianee with 
|j;ard U» a that rrf his own dominion*!; altho' the piissihilily of its 
anji{ carried t(» the extent wliii h iIutc is reason to Mispn t is ulliiuaiely 
tended eannoi hut orastsioo ^real jealousy, anti allht/ t*ven in a i hju 
ereial liKhl, it may possibly ma In* a matter ol iotliHeieiu»’. The 
Mieuliy of making a tlireel n[)|Heii(inn in the liist inslam e set'jiis, hy 
r. (''il/lu*rl)eri'a h*piirl, to have siruek die Minist<*is ol the Kni|iirs« m 
e NaiiK* manner. On this hiippnsilion, the only innnediiitf^ step wha li 
u|iptMLs natmal to taki* is to tlrsne rioin the I ’ouit ol .'^ilotkliolm an 
planalion to what e\ienl die piivili'^i i ^lanteil to tlu* f^o neli ate /.'sd 
V inteiuhsl to b(* eaiiit d. A repo srutation to tins piupint' siiunld, 
* think, Ih' made jointly in the names i»t ilu^ t*nmis ol l.ojidotn 
'lershur^, and ( ^»ptmlu^{en, it the latter t'oml shttnhl be dispose d (as 
t trust will be lire ease) to i ti ii|H»rati’ on ibis oeeasioit ‘I’ins may 
taluee «ueh an explanatiun Irom Sweslen as may hirnisb a sfom^ 
Itlilional ^rouiul h>r inlerferrm e berrafler It* prevent the daiii^rroin 
siHUx of Krance, if rrlie sluatld be incliiirrl to avail herself of the 
ivilcKcn uUf. hn» now nnpiireil to carry them int<» cxrrniittn. If the 
inwer HluHild not be rxplieii and salisfac lory, finthrr mrasiires slmuhl 
: coneerled tn fjpiard againttl the efTeris in be ap|trr|}rmtrd. Indred, 
lalrver e<j|nnr may be jj{ivrn Oi the iraoMilion, if would otit si i in 
Hr U\ trUHl niiplieilly l<» assuram es and exptan.tiions In every li|/liii 
erefoic*, the only Hub^lanlial set'urily wtmld be in an establisliiuriii ol 
at |H'rm. misfit ami soliil eiumretion between tins « oinitty atui Unssia 


* It. M Add MSS., jK'/wi. 1 1 is riid'M nrd, III Pill' 1 ti.oid *'( }i (, t 
em*” fi»r heaimfions to Mr, I* ir#h»*»brif.** ( .ont.oihniS drati is 

fliUiily tlitii whi' li in priiilrd by Mi, I ist .u (ino^iim}.* tii lire *• (.eriU 
rmor.iiid.i/' p. lur ; bnl the rvitlrmr* heir j,ovrii slum i 1I14I dial tlfidl 
UMtit tie PiiCn, as .Nti. nruwiuna at that tune » iiaiiiraUy tnfnrrtb 
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and Denmark, which their common interests render on all accounts 
most desireable. Without such a system, [tlie] consequences of this 
attempt cannot be effectually obviated, direct opposition to it seeming 
hardly practicable; and desultory and unconnected efforts which 
terminate in one single and separate point (even if the occasion 
admitted of tlieir being exerted to the utmost) promising comparatively 
but little effect. Explanations and assurances, however explicit, unless 
such measures are taken to enforce an adherence to them, will be but a 
feeble and precarious barrier against the encroaching spirit which has 
dictated this project. Even if this particular measure should be de- 
feated, the same spirit (unless effectual and systematic steps arc taken 
to counteract it) will show itself in other shapes and on innumerable 
occasions. This object therefore of an alliance between the three 
Courts seems to be the only measure, under the present circumstances, 
which promises effectual support to their common interests and to the 
general tranquillity of Europe. And there seems no reason to imagine 
that there can be any obstacle in the way of its completion, which a 
cordial and mutual inclination, and a free and open discussion will not 
easily remove. 

All was in vain. There was more method in Catharine lEs 
waywardness than Harris understood. Her aim being the pre- 
paration of a great fleet at Sevastopol with a view to the con- 
quest of Turkey, she needed, as wc have seen, the co-operation 
of Austria; but that implied friendship with France, and there- 
fore coolness to England.' These motives long continued to 
govern the policy of the Empress, and prevented the formation 
of any good understanding with her. 

As for the Emperor, Joseph II, there was small hope of an 
alliance with him. Tlie emergence, early in 1785, of his pet 
scheme of a Belgic-Bavarian exchange was a palpable threat to 
the old Germanic System, of which George III, as Elector of 
Hanover, was a pillar; and he knew right well that the Court of 
St. James would steadfastly oppose the weakening of the Barrier 
in Flanders which must ensue from so violent a change. Sir 
James Harris summed up the opinion of our state.smen when he 
said that that Barrier against the encroachments of France had 

ever been deemed essential to the interests of Europe in general 

' This is well set forth in the despatches of Lord Dalrymple, British Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, to Carmarthen, The latter wrote to Harris on 24th February 
1 786, that Vorontzoff would try to persuade Catharine 1 1 to restore the good 
system,*^ and to induce Joseph 11 to help in the work; but nothing came of 
it (B.M. Add. MSS., 28061). 
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fUul to ihusc nf lM4;^laiul in parLicnIar; lull U is drslioyisl tlu: 
mnincnt Iho I.<>w cilhcr litilor^j in bVanco ilin-cilj*, or 

art: ^oyrrutal l>y a iivrivinn ilrvoUal In licv intlufiu t*/' ‘ 


VVt: luar Inurh uunn a tpicsUnn which, arirr hcinji thr iVnill'iil 
enlist: of wars hnm ihc linir tif llir. l*huUa4j:t:Mt:lH, w\h snnii In in- 
vnIvT (iirMi HiiLaiu in llu* slru^^jht wilh Itcyolulinnjuy hVanrr, 
ainl yt:t a^jain wilh Napnlcnn. ‘Dit: rffnit to prevent iMaiun ao 
cpiirinif t iMii|>lrU! amlml iiver the Nrlhrrlamls was (n he ihe 
thief work o( Williiiin Pill a tarrer far other Uum that vvhieli 
he h:ul marked tint far hlinsclf, niitl ihi<t whieh, ns we shfiill sre, 
he was drawn most reluctantly, 'Phe HtmuKle presents three well- 
nmrked phases: Um first concerns (diinlly ilie dispute*! between 
the Sladholder of the (Jniled Provinces ami the Palrinls, nhelletl 
by France, which finally resnUed In u complete Iriumpli fur the 
former, thanks in the action i>( Pinssia and lCi4;lantl and the 
fnrmatUMi of the ‘Triple Alliam e of 17SH, In the seeond tiecUul 
Kevolutionary hVamv, wilh the Indp of the 1‘ati'iols, over 
ran llinse [irovimes, ami set tip the Hatuviaii *»r hutch Ke- 
public. ‘The uneasy iNsitfr Amienu emleil in iKut, largely 
iiecause Ilnuap.uU* in*m*tt*d tin toMtiiin that Kepuhlie as 11 
tlepi'iuleiiey nl l•*lalll e; and Pill's lile closed In the mifisi of 
the world slide th.U eieaied. Pul llu' l iralirH of Vienna riinieil 
out iwhal Napideoii never would have ayieeil urnhe cnrelinn 
ni ii seemingly solid Hariirr against hVtUice, the Kinndtun of the 
Unileil NetlierlaiulN. 

"Ihese mighty convulsions ar<»se very largely from n etni- 
lerUinn as In the fate of the Nelherlani:lf!i. 'The hn(Mirlance nf 
SulcH (le|)encls not mi rinu h on their as tin llietr situritinii; 
and ll\e Uutch ami Uclgk Netherlands, forming the fringes 
of the l*rcnch and ‘Teiilonlc peoples^ cicrive great hn|Hirtame 
from limt clrcuiti*ilance, nr perhaps even more frojii their <k:- 
cupying the coast line beside the mniilhsnf the Rhine. Meufte, 
ami Hrlieidl, whicli contains fine Inirhtiurs and Is petipled by 
an enterprising and imiusttious folk. The cundiu t nl u Ihitisli 
iJiivernment with respeil to lli!jse houh is, no to speak, a 
baromeliie lest of Us skill and energy. None Iml the weiikost 

* *'M4luw»lauv lhaur^,''ii. MriuMUtuiUitti nt Jutl I rtmuiy lyHs 

^ Kvcfi allri ilir iio4simii| f^li | Niipiilmn ^atiir . “ llo)}atii| oa t* relic It 
rniiiilry mill will inn.iin mi fur rvrr " *"(rUre^ im'dilr^,'* ftlh Navritdier 
iHM). 
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and most craven of Administrations has ever allowed a great 
hostile Power to dominate the mouths of those rivers. It was 
no idle boast of Napoleon that at his great naval port of 
Antwerp he held a pistol at the head of England. Doubly true 
would that vaunt be of a Great Power which held Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam. In a description of the struggle with France in 
l78s-7for supremacy in the Dutch Netherlands, we are concerned 
with the prelude of what was to be a mighty trilogy of war. 


The fatuity of Lord North's Administration was nowhere more 
glaringly shown than in the high-handed proceedings at sea 
which embroiled us with the United Provinces, but it should be 
remembered that three provinces out of the seven strongly 
objected to go to war. Accordingly, that ill-knit confederacy 
conducted the war without vigour; and, after Dutch commerce 
had suffered severely, it concluded peace with Great Britain in 
1783, ceding the station of Negapatam in India. Resentment 
against England was blended with indignation against the 
Anglophile Stadholder, William V, who was accused of having 
paralysed the efforts of his country. He was even reported by 
the Patriots or democrats to have expressed the hope, after the 
Dutch success at the Dogger Bank, that the English fleet had 
not suffered much. These and other silly tales acquired some 
credibility from the fact that he was the son of the Princess 
Anne, daughter of George II, who had imbued him with a love 
of her country. As his guardian and instructor in statecraft 
was Duke Lewis of Brunswick, whose intermeddling finally 
hastened his departure from the country, the popular movement 
for the lessening of the Stadholclcr's powers acquired strength 
from the hatred of foreigners and foreign ways always so strong 
in that home-loving folk. These, then, were the circumstances 
which brought the disputes between the Patriots and the Orange 
party to a crisis in the years 1785-7, and threatened to plunge 
Europe into a great war. The immediate causes were petty and 
local. The possible results were of world-wide importance. 

The functions of the hereditary Stadholder had undergone 
several changes according to the exigencies of the times. In the 
long struggle with Spain, as later with Louis XIV, the Dutch 
had wisely entrusted to the Princes of Orange the chief executive 
powers, only to go back to strictly republican and federal cus- 
toms when the crisis was past. The same expedient held good 
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during' the inviishn\ <tf the Mnrdchnl Ue Shxc hi ii\ul with 

ft similar Kctiiicl. 'I'lms, in the lintist! (if Orai^^c llu; 1 htlch Inoked 
for ft (linciiniaUiM in limes of stress, l)iilex|ieete(l lilin (ifterwnrds 
to jfo laiek In liis tiilipH. 'I'lu: ftilvaitliijft; of siii h uii :uTni)|.feiiient 
is obvious, pntviiletl tlmi ilie |ii)|iiilm;r h fully iipreml as lo ihc 
time of siiiiiuiniiiii}; ( ‘iiiriiiitftUis iitul the time of disinhsftl; also 
that ihitl ilhisirinus lintise eould ever ftiritisli n Nii|i|«|y of men 
tloiipluy ill war ami siibmissive in peaer. 

Hnl Imre laj* the {lifTnatlly: that the Primes luul llirir sup’ 
porters objeeleil to arriinKeineeUs which implied pliemmteiml 
powers of •ictlvily ami liilieriuitlon. A demand nruse lliat llie 
Rcpiililie slinnld so far ccnlrniize Us |{ovcrnln(; powers ns to lie 
roarly apainst einerptMtcics; and in 17*17 llie Uniletl I'rovinees 
adopted a const iinii<in whereby llu! Stndlioldcrnto liecnme ft 
perpetual oflice, herctlilary in the I loiine of ( )ritnpe. ll was con- 
firmed by all the provinces in tyfifi; nnd until reeenllyMioonchad 
diapiiled the riphl of the Prim e to command the armed forces, 
both mllilio y and naval, and to exercise a larpeanioiml of contiol 
over the execulivr* fnm lions of the provinces. He shared these 
last with the Stales <ienei,d, repiesrnllnp all the ]iroviiic<*s, and 
with the .Stales of tiu' seveial provinces. Nevcillieb'ss, tb*‘se 
bodies, topeilier with their (Innid Pensiomnies,(irenieis, and the 
Repents (01 1 hiel nnipisliales) of Iowiin, looked jealomdy oit 
Ills preifipativrs and sharply reseiiteil any ehanpe lendinp lo 
unify and crnliali/e the (nrees of the nation.' 

In truth, the task ot hohliiip lopelher the Ibiited Provinces 
was like that of prasplnp oilrii hilllard liallw, Tliey were, In effect, 
liidepcTideiii Slates, havinp power to decide cm |ieitce and war, 
rnnkc treaties ami raiso loans. Dlfrertiifc In Iheir conNlllntloiiN, 
lhay also Niood in dlfferanl rcdiillonH to the StadhoUh'irnlc. *rhe 
duties of the Stales (lenerat were lo uphold the Union framed at 
Ulrechl In I.'l 7 n, and, as far ns possible, lo siipervlNc loreipn 
policy nml national defence, tlie executive side of these inne II ooh 
fallinp lo the Sl.iditolder and a (‘onncil of Slate, lint ralilica- 


' ,Srr " tm I'.niiiairniipl/' i, ,)|^, for llir l'Miice*ii (liniiiitiv 

ill riUhliiiK U t*l»iii.uy a [inni^hrnt htttc* of I to (lirt 

il nl WiM ioifl hmI in iln* pitiviminl I'St tir*) : uhn "A Vi^w nf i)iti 
I'oliry . . . of Hif* I hiitrii I'nooii r*i i yH/). ( tiriuillc! wrnic* td 

i'ill frnm 1 hr Ita^ur mi il*)l fitly lytiyi iIlU iltr Ihuih iititlcfoilotHl iheir 
ConsiihUioii vrry iiniHrifn lly ('* hiojmHMr \\^* in, I ntf^y |i|< ii^iriloiiiHl 

frir nn| nrrkiiiK hi uiitavrl it hrre. 
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tion by the States of the several provinces, or at least by a 
majority of them, was needful to give validity to all such de- 
cisions and actions. When we further learn that the Regencies 
of the chief towns had the right of ratifying the decisions of the 
States of their provinces, we can understand the magnitude of 
the task which confronted the Stadholders and Marlborough in 
defending those clannish communities. 

The alleged treachery of the Stadholder during the late war 
with England, together with resentment at his centralizing efforts, 
had now roused these local instincts to a state of fury, which 
William V seemed unable either to quell or to calm. In truth, 
that hapless ruler was irresolution personified. His rble was 
always one of passivity. Rarely did he show a spark of spirit or 
turn the tables on his opponents, though he might easily have 
thrown on them the responsibility for the misfortunes of the war, 
of which they, not he, were the cause.' Compared with him, that 
other political nullity, Louis XVI, seemed a man of firmness and 
energy. Strange to say, the lottery of marriage had given to 
each of them an active and capable consort. In her smaller 
sphere, Wilhclmina, Princess of Orange, played a part notunlike 
that of Marie Antoinette. She was niece of Frederick the Great 
and shared in the strong qualities that are rarely eclipsed in the 
House of Hohenzollern; but for the present she was doomed idly 
to chafe at the humiliating restrictions of her lot. The lynx eyes 
of Sir James Harris soon detected her real feelings for her hus- 
band, which, though curbed by wifely duty, now and again broke 
forth, In the as yet unpublished letters of Harris to the Marquis 
of Carmarthen are sharp comments on the dullness and torpor of 
the Prince. These piquant words describe the relations of that 
ill-matched pair: “ lie is so jealous of her sense and power that 
he would not even go to Paradise by her influence; and she has 
so mean an opinion of his capacity, and, in general, that kind 
of contempt a high-spirited woman feels for an inferior male 
being, that I see no hopes of bringing them to that degree of 
cohesion so highly necessary for the completion of my future 
plans.^* ^ 

The man who wrote these words had already seen much of 

^ “ Malmesbury Diaries,” ii, 92-4, 222-4. 

B.M. Add. MSS., 28060, Letter of 23rd August 1785. These “private” 
letters are often more interesting and important than those printed in the 
“ Malmesbury Diaries,” which form but a small portion of the whole. 
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mciJ tuul nflhirs. Horn al Siilishury in 1749, tliirrlM wusccUiciitcil 
at Oxford, where his iic(j\iainluncc with i’'ox iiislilU'rl iiilti him 
Whff' i)rind|>lcs. Afl<!r Ijih .stmltcs at I.eydfii, he 

eiUerccl the (li(d(imalic service, scrvtsl with distinction at Madrid 
and Hcriin, ami acted as amt>assadttr at I’clerslmrtj in lltc years 
1777-82, .spcrniinn there, so it is said, ^'.to.ixKi of iiis private (ur- 
tune, in his country's service. Ueturnin|.f to i*.n|.;land, he enieretl 
I’ariinmeiu as meinlier for C'hristcluircij, and warmly suppoticd 
h'ox. Ills Imndsomc presence and iively conversation won Inm 
Id^li favour at (larlton House, and aflcrwnrds, prohahly at the 
siiKjfesllon (»r I’iu, he (fnve f'ood advice to ilir Trime rtf Widrs, 
A lender in society, ns in tlic diplomatic world, the lirillianl 
Harris was cmirtcci on all sides; but popularity did ii<*t <lull his 
love for his wife; and the strong; exiiressions of friendship winch 
iicciir in tlic corrcspoiulence Irc.tween him and (’armartlien sln*w 
that these versatile ami witty men (the latter wrot«! a ctmiedy 
which earned the praise of VVarton) iuui a deep fiimi of slimncli- 
iiessnufl fnirdity. I’iieiralVecliun hail some political resnits. 'Ihe 
first article in the jiolitical rteed of Sir Janies Harris Wi»s hatred 
nf h' ranee ; and tile inln venlion of I'ilt in the affairs of the 
^V)rei^'n OfTice may he ascrihed to his perception of the Hallo 
lihidre Idas wliich llie vehement and persuasive H.iiris iutpiuled 
Lo the pidicy of Cannarihen, 

Such was ihe envoy who at the chw of the year 178,] pro 
feetled toM'he I la|.'ue, to uptiold tlie cause of the Sladliolder and 
l•al^{Ian<l nt;alnsi (lie Patriots anti l•rjulcr. The. outlook seemrti 
Ilf the Rloomicst. " There Is mit, 1 fear" (so he wrt»le on 7th Her-, 
amber), " the most dlHlanl [irospect trf rednlmlnn this itnintry.'* 
And ajfain, on itth March 1785! "VVe have iiolliin}.' to expect 
from this comilry. I'assive, lame, nml void of every jmhlic virtue, 
they [the Oran^jc party ! will submit t<« everythintt. 'i'he I'riiice 
now talks of fpdun away, of selllnt; his tiemesnes in lltrse pro- 
I’inces iind relir{n(( to (ienmmy — a resedution wliit li. if ever iie 
:arrles it into execulitm, will compleat Ids cinirarier." ' As for 
die refusal of 1 ‘retleriek tiie (ireat to lielp Ins niece Williehnina, 
it cut the chIvairoUH Harris to tlie i|Uick. His private letters lo 
Darmarlheii hreatlie liatird unaiiist |•■r,•ln^•t^ but t oiitrmpt of 
Prussia. When h'letlerick coolly tulvlsed her lo ilisartn Ihe 
Patriots by ctmiiiitf to terms willi h’raiice, tlie impetuous Harris 

' Atitl. M.S.S., .iXfXio. 
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burst forth: ‘^The knot must be cut, not untied, aiul 
of Prussians half measures rejected/*' Admiration for . 
tunate princess added vehemence to his language, lie * 
far more frank and genuine than Catharine of 
very little of the flattery which he vainly lavished on | 
mis/* He succeeded in persuading the Princess to ^ru^t 
rather than Prussia; and it is clear that he worked 
pact between Great Britain, Austria, and the Nelhcilj^*^ 
the inclusion of Russia and Denmark if possible. Bui 
in hearing of the indignities that she daily had to 
Hague, he forgot mere questions of policy. “ Now and ^ * 
wrote on ptii September 1785)*' my thoughts get wni Ul 
think of flesh and blood when I see a pair of fine cyr*^ ) 
tears starting from them, but 1 soon suppress ihi.s idei-^" 
haps it was well that the Prince and Princess left Tl**'" 
and went to reside at Nymeguen, in faithful GuelcIcrU^* 
the Prussian Duchy of Cleves. 


As Pitt looked away from the turmoil at Westminjil«^^ 
the year of the Reform Bill and the Irish Propositiuna) I ^ 
well feel dismay at the almost indescribable welter on i ^ 
tinent. On all sides the old order was breaking uj), * 
Empires took the lead in disruptive schemes whidj ** 
the smaller States with ruin. Intellectual keenness lunl • 
force helped on the coming cataclysm. Catharine mu I 
were by far the ablest rulers of their age. ErederieW, 
to moroseness, was content to wait for favours from 
wliich were never forthcoming. France as yet .showed Tci 
of that weakness which was soon to overtake licr*. 
Louis XVI was a nonentity ; but in Marie Antoinette llic . 
French alliance had its corner stone. Moreover, lh« 
Foreign Minister, Vergennes, was a man of outstand'mpf 
His hostility to England had been notorious; and even 
was reviving the French East India Company, ami was |: 
the Sultan for trading facilities in Egypt and the Red 
threatened our ascendancy in India.’ To complete l\\ 
survey, we may note that England had disputes with Sj>ii 
cerning the rights of British merchants on the Musc|nit< 

‘ B.M. Add. MSS., 28060. » M/ 

^ See the conversation of Joseph II with Sir R. M. Keith ftl V 
December 1785, on French designs on Egypt, as given in clmp. 
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of Central AmcM ira; ‘ and the ill lunnnur of the Cnurt t)f Madrid 
lent snine cM*o<lit to persistent ruintairs t»l Out ft»rin;ili<»n nf a 
Quadruple Alliance hetween Russia, Austria, h'raiure, and Spain, 
f(jr the nvertltrow nf Ruj^lancl. 

Having ffaifKfd scane l<n<nv)c<l(|c nf the clutrf pla^'rrs in the 
Rrcat giune that was nnw t>pening, iind of the va«l issues at 
Hlakc, Nve return ionnliee its varying fortunes, especially as iliey 
concerned l*itt» It should l)e reintMtd)ered that, wlnle llie 
Mar(|nis of Carmarthen wrcjte the despatches, the spirit whiclt 
informed them was that of the JVime Minister, (‘nrnmrihm 
had al}ility, but it trickled off towards lampoons and [days. 
In h htuUi!^ he never had very deep IrUerest; h(R it is 

clear that IMtt s(ton found In it the fascination which has en- 
thralled nuoiy a master mind. 

As we have alrcatly seen, Jcmeidi I! early In 1785 led the 
way In two very threatening moves, namely, the proposal for the 
lldgic-Uavarian ICxchange am) ihe dtnnaml Uial iUe Dulcli 
slumUl cede 1 <j him Maestiichl and llirow open the navigation 
of the Seheltit estuary helmv Antwerp. It was cdiaiiu terlstlc of 
him tiuit he should press holh these dlsltirhlng t laiius In the 
same year, a fact wlueh reveals his eonlidemce in his alliances 
with Russia and loanee, and Ins tonlempl for llm hailaled 
Powers, IVtissia, llollandi atid (beat Urilaiii. In these two 
matle»>i lie used his allies as passj\*e tools for llie furUierancc of 
his ttwii ends; and this explains the eonelutling Hcnlences of 
Harris's letter to C.arinarthen tjnoled (n part above: Km- 

paror dupes Russia: hVaiice makes a fiiul tif PriiHsIn, In two 
words this »eeinH to he the slate of ICuropc, I wish Kngland 
could take advantage of this singular positior) of afTairn,''* 

IMU and hl» collengucH were by no meniiH so nimirbed In 
managing the Housa of Commons a« Harris h/nted in his letter 
of four dny« later to Jcjseph Kwart at Hcrlin. The despatches 
of this able tjfTiclal, Secretary of the HrIllHit Legation at the 
Prusnlau capital, had alrtauly warned them of their tianger, and 
piunted to an alliance wlilt Prussia as the only way of escape. 
The (»nce J’nissoplKibe Harris admitted to ICwart the force of 
titese arguments;* and, un llerl/.berg, one of the I'ru?*siun Secre- 
taries of Slid<! for Poreign Affairs, favoured air Kngllsh coimeo 

‘ Sttluinonj “ Pm/* 3iu; ahn iv, rji y, fur iUts itmxy dosiaa 

das 

^ h.M, Add. MSS., * '* Mrtlinc?t»hury Mciim./' il, MJ-ai. 


WILLIAM PITT 


312 


fi 11 . xiis 


lion, there wna some hope that llu' Iouk feuit In-lworn h'lctlrrick 
the Great niul George III wdoUI ilie n natural dcMth. I luring' a 
visit to r.onciun in May, IlarriH tirtnv up fonvinriii).; ar^pnnonls 
in favour of a PrusHian allianre, anti the KIuk that he 

ahtinlcl j'o to Ucrlin to arran|.;e inatlers.' 

Unforlunaldy the martinet i*f Sans Soin i w.is ns nnltenilint; 
as ever, lie wonid not hear of rnterinn inton ^•rneiiil alliance 
with l^nj’lantl, either hec.anse. he sliU hauhereil ,itier a imittn 
with France,’ or fearetl that an fttlmu with the isl.nnlers wouiti 
ririve hVance inlt) close nniim willi Unssin ami Austria, llis 
resolve was the more rciuaikahle heennse the Duke nf Vtnk 
had been at llerlin to arr.nir;e the accessltnt of I[.tm>vrr to the 
Kcaipie tif German Prim es whi« h Fietlerit k was then ftiriniii^' 
ns a ctninteislruke to Joseph’s assault on the Grrinanie .System. ’ 
‘I’liJil iht! Prussian nionareh shoiilil have ncr'Ietletl to strrntphen 
tliat inluTcntly weak tntion hy the suppoit t>( haiylaml, is one 
of the pu/'./les of his reiyn. Ilail he tione so, the I.e.tjpte wtailtl 
liavc taken a lon{' .stride forw>tnl towaols the mnlhalion of 
Germany. hVederiek chtisc otherwise. I le weUotneil Hanover 
and repulsed Great llrilaln. The Leatpir therefore laekeil the 
.support llutt it mljjht have had, Knt'lamt ami Prussia went their 
own ways, and therefore yielded to P'rame the lirst pkue in the 
affairs of Western Fnropc, particularly in lloltaml. Moreover 
the Imperial (‘onrts holly resenleil the incinsioii of 11, mover 
in the League, as will presently appear. 

Gcortic HI very rarely, if ever, consiilterl Pill lom endue 
Hanoverian affairs, the control of whiHi he sharni solely with 
the Regency at Humiver.* Mnl the accessioir of the Mleitornle 
to the svhich look dvltnile strajir in Auy.nsl 

was not the purely Germanic afl'air width (ieoree III strove to 
represent it. The incident tpive ilrep ntnhrnite to Joseph and 
C.'atharine; and their nn^;er fell start riy less on Frctleritk than 
on the Ulcclnrof Hanover, V«trontr.ofr, the Russian amliassathir 
at London, on sth Autjnst lumdeil in it sharp protest, whith Pill 
at once forwarded to Windsor. It hinted that If fieornr III tlid 
not annul Ills treaty with Prussin and Saxony, Russia wouUI 
form alliancca <!isai{rcenl)lc to ICni'Innd. As apj*ears In the 


' " I.cctli .Vlem.," lit IJ. 

" Willichni, «/>, r//., «, aj d nnil 17.1, 17^; " Mnlrncstiiiiy .Mcno,” 
tji- 

* W(/., ItR. • 'rcHiiline, ii, tt»8; " I.ectU Mciti,” tif- 


offence to tlu? Iinporinl C^onrts^ it wouUI huve been rcinuMiiible 
ff)r Llicni to bniy the hatchet uiul conte to a secret coiupact for 
nnitual defcMico. Ibinuver, wliich Inid so lon^j been tlie cause (»f 
alitaiation. should now have brout'ht them to a close union, I'\ir 
this consummation iCwarl had \o\\^\ Uvew working'. He It was 
who first ciu^^hi: tjlirnpse of the brilliant prospects wldch an 
Atiffl</-lVnssian alliance would up: aiul witli Ids perfcrvid 
Scottish nature (he was born at a manse near Kirkcudliri^jht \\\ 
*75*A the year of IMliVs birth) he set luinsrlf to win llte conficl- 
cnee of tlm Prussian Minister, (Numt llerl/lierK, and llw respect 
Lif his chiefs at Loiidmi, I’ossessin^^ lively manners, a frank and 
pteanJiij^r address, natural shrewdness, (perseverance, anti /eat 
Leniperctl will» tact, lie tiratlually won the confidence ttf lIerl/« 
l)er^**, and saw him at least time, ami ofit*ii twice, every ilay. 
Thus he (laved the way for asecoml proixnalofa (general alliaiu'e 
lielween Isnijlaml and Prussia. ** J/. mi* font fuum • 

fm/^ i/ft /f/iifi,'* wnile 1 lerl/hrrj' tm f;lh Jidy In the Prim t ss of 
tlranije/ I'or the (present he loiletl in vain; but it is clrsu that 
ihe Hist com (option of Ilur ’Piifde Alliamr nf Knjjlund, Piussja, 
iUul Mollarul, ori^;hmled neitlua with Pitt nor ( *arniarlhen, nor 
Harris, m»r llerl/ber^;, but with Kwarl, Ills thief at Merlin, 
laird Dairy mple, was In the main a fi^;nrc%heiul of the HrilUh 
h'ntbiissy, and did mit favour an Au(.;lo*Prussian tompael. llul 
Iswart ploddetl on at the Imsis of the fiduic, which PfCt ami 
Karris were destined to eom()letc. 'Phe servlcan of Ulds lonely 
and pertinadouM ticol tmve not received due recofpullon** 

The threats of tlie C/arina, liowever much they inlKhl be 
fi()urued at Windsor and Whitehall, furnished another leasnu 
wity Pitt and Carmarthen slumhl seek to come to some under 
Htandin({ with Prussia; but, having' faileil in the month of May, 

^ (’nlcnfiiamlt^r, iii, i6, ijUiUftl hy Wiuithra, 17J. 

^ Jiinruh Inul firm sn rtUuy ui Sir Jnhri Slrjairy, tla^a ytti% Set 01- 

lary nf ilif* Urrlia Piah^is^iy ia 17KVV, In l *>1 lir was anilsn'imliit. Knr 
^Vnahi I'nisiiiui rrliUitias and ^*,w<uCn wurk, nrr hr, I.im kwiUtlCn fllrnt 
irumnarapli, *' hir r^n^li^ieh (uriiniist lir Alliaiu vtm #»/ iry- (b**MulKi 

iryu). Hy ihe kintlnri>s of tirnoral Sir SppiH rr Kwatl, I wa^odila in muintriha 
>»i^vc*rnl lif ihe IrUtrs nf his forrfalhrr, jti^irph Kwarh Hnnut i»f (laaa i\tc 
[aihlinhrcl ia nu artit In ia (hti KtlitUatrah Uavirw*' fur July 1909. 
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they were now warily on their guard. The feeling prevalent in 
diplomatic circles is piquantly expressed in Harrises letter of 
23rd August to Carmarthen: ** As for the King of Prussia if he 
is sincere, he will die; if not, he will of course deceive us; in 
both cases he should be used only as a tool, and, by being forced 
to speak out himself, compel others [ie. Austria and Russia] to 
declare themselves.*^ ^ 

This passage probably explains why the Pitt Ministry, in 
sending Earl Cornwallis on an informal mission to Berlin, tied 
his hands by instructions of a stringent kind. Carmarthen on 
2nd September cautioned the Ear! not to commit this country 
in the slightest degree; and to hear much, but speak little to 
that artful ** monarch. 

When such suspicions beset the interview, no good could 
result. On his side Frederick appears never to have taken the 
proposal seriously. He assured Cornwallis of his fricndslhp for 
England, but remarked on the threatening state of things in 
Europe; France, Spain, Austria, and Russia were in alliance 
(which was false); Holland was in the power of France; Prussia 
and England were isolated, and, if united, were no match for 
the vast display of power opposed to them. The union between 
France and Austria was indissoluble (a very questionable state- 
ment in view of their opposing interests in the Netherlands) ; 
but it might be possible to arouse the jealousy of Catharine 
against Austria over the suggested partition of Turkey. As for 
France, she was seeking to make trouble for England every- 
where, especially in India and Ireland. But he ended his 
jeremiad with praises of Pitt for his care of British finances. 
This tirade was evidently intended to discourage Pitt and to 
bring him as a suppliant for the alliance of Prussia. For if the 
Quadruple Alliance were a fact, what was to be gained by the 
two States remaining in isolation, especially as each of them had 
annoyed its neighbours? Frederick's real opinion appeared in 
the sharp rebuke which he sent to Count Lusi, his envoy at Lon- 
don, for venturing to suggest the desirability of an interview.^ 

The incident left the Pitt Ministry in worse straits than ever 
by revealing to all the world the friendless state of England. 
A note of anxiety may be detected In the letter which Pitt 
wrote to Harris on 13th October 1785. After referring to the 


Luckwalclt, 52, 53, 
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growing prosperity of the country, as enhancing its prestige, he 
added that he would say nothing about Dutch or continental 
politics — “ for they seem in truth still too mysterious to form 
any conjectures on the turn either of them may ultimately 
tal<e.”‘ The words deserve notice; for they refute the notion 
that Pitt had formed any definite system.* His only plan at this 
time was to wait until the horizon cleared. Much may be said 
for this cautious opportunism; but it had the disadvantage of 
leaving us isolated at a time of great danger. We had done 
enough to incur the displeasure of two most dangerous sovereigns, 
Catharine and Joseph, but not enough to avert its probable con- 
sequences. 

For the present, Ministers sought to recover the good will of 
Catharine. In semblance it was easily procurable. Vorontzoff 
for a time dangled before Carmarthen the prize of a Russian 
alliance, and sought to persuade him that the Empress was on 
the point of proposing it when she heard of Hanover joining the 
German League, The Austrian envoy, Kazeneck, also assured 
him that friendship witli Russia would be the best means of 
preventing war with France. Carmarthen seems to have taken 
these offers at their face value and wrote to Harris that the road 
from London to Paris lay through Petersburg.^ Similar pro- 
posals came from these envoys for some time; and Carmarthen 
cheered himself with a truly pathetic belief in their honesty.' 
Harris also, despite his knowledge of Catharine^s anti-British 
bias, persisted in hoping for a return of her favour. He even 
drew up a memorandum recounting the advantages of an Anglo- 
Russo- Austrian League, for which Carmarthen was already 
angling; and in particular he deprecated any offer of alliance to 
Frederick, ** unless compelled by events.*"' It is strange that 

^ Malmesbury Diaries,**!, 157. 

* 1 disagree with Herr Salomon (** Pitt*’) on this point. It seems to me 
that Piu*s policy was essentially tentative, and remained so op to the year 
1788. 

^ IhM. Add. MSS., 28060. George III showed more sagacity than his 
Ministers, witness the phrase in his letter of 7th August to Pitt: “An 
experience of twenty years has taught me not to expect any return for the 
great assistance she [Catharine] has received from this country,** 

* As late as 5th February 1786 he wrote to Harris: “We are on more 
friendly terms with Russia than for a long time** ( 13 . M. Add. MSS., 28061). 

^ I have published this Memorandum along with other documents bearing 
on the years 1785-7 in the “ Eng. Hist, Rev.** for 1909. 
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IMtt anrt Carmarthen tiicl nnl see that the .ulvam rs jif the Iin- 
[lerial (!oiirlH were (lcsif;nc(l merely lt» hre|t lMn;!.M»l ami 
apart. Ihil, in imlh, llu* fault lay mainly wuU I’lrtlnriik the 
(ireal, wlmse spleen was ineiiralile. 

Meanwhile the eiinrse of events in the Nelherlanils sliuuhl 
have hroiiKhl I’riissm and Kuj;l.n«l in terms. They nrerl nut 
have been |iiiblic, still less offensive in ainr, f«>r that wonUl have 
bruiiKht ahonl a close union of l‘*ianie with Knssia as well as 
Aiialrin, an event which I'ilt no less {han h'retlrri* h sun^jht to 
avert, Ihtl why I'itt and t'annarlheii should not have welcomed 
a Hccrel defensive compact with rrnssia it Is hard to say. If 
the priiicf's and coniiis ol (iermany did not hesitate to hrave 
the wrath of Joseph hy imion with I'riissia, why shmitd (lie.il 
llritaiii? I‘redeihk’s shifliness mmv In* v:<‘*nled lint at this 
crisis there was a motive which iniy.ht Iw trnsted i«> keep him 
Htaiinch, namely, sell'«inlerest Itoih l•‘.^»^5laMd amt I'rnssia sorely 
ncwletl an ally: yet they held severely ahs»(. 

In the early .nilnmn of tJfHtS. Joseph II lironphi severe pres, 
sure In V)car U|»>n the Dnlch to teslr Maestrichl l** him, ami in 
throw open the. navif'iition of the Scheldt U-low Antwerp, 
lloslllllles were on the of hreakini; onl, when l’'ramc 

akllfnlly Intervened, offererl her metliation, and pirvaiird »•!» the 
dispntanlN to accept the terms which she offered, lly the I'rraly 
of l•'ontainchle:lll fH Nov. lyHi;) the Kmjteror apreerl to waive 
Ins cxorhitanl claims in consideration of the payment of 
i S,txia,(XX) florins, for the Italf of wliich sum the Court of Ver« 
siillles heenme respunsihlr. 'I'hal so heavily Inrnleurd a Slate 
should add to its rmatn iid difl'n iillies ext tied some sur|)rlse, Inti 
in the political sphere Verj*ennrs ('allied a si(;n4l triumph Hy 
becoming paymaster to Joseph, he kept that wayward ruler m 
b'rcnch leatliiifj slrinf's; ami, Ity sjtviii(; Maestrichl ami the 
Scheldt navif'alioii to the Dutch, he ensured the supremacy of 
Krance in that laud. This compact was followed two days later 
by a I'rancod Illicit treaty of alliance whereby the t’ourl of Ver* 
nnllloA cunrantecd ibc jHiHscssinns of the United 1‘rovintes; and 
each of the two States undertemk to furnish !»h{|rs and men to 
the other in case of attack.* 

Meanwhile Pitt awoke to a sense of the danjfer, and nr((ed 
llarrifl to use his utmost endeavours (short of an Ojien breach 


' Carden, "Traiids," v, 60.7s. 
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with Kraiicc) Uy |ivt!VciU llu! ralificaliou nf ilu* liriUy liy this 
United Provimr<'s» All lluil ihr rnvtiy niiilil dti um^i U» pie*- 
sent In the Staler Cicneial al *rii<* Jlaijne a Menunial <li*i lining' 
the cunlintUMl inloresl taken hy KnyJ.iml in the iillain nl' the 
Rcpnldir. Ihil nf what av.iil was this atiiulrini** slalrnuMit willi 
mil a eniitliiinnal and srcrei iitfer nf iirincd snp|MH t, wliii li every- 
liudy knew h'laiuc wnuld ^ivr ralher than fmr^jn her Irininpli? 
Apain, (Mily in 1 ^eceinlinr, IhU warned launiartluMi timt llaiMs 
sIumiM 'Meclnuble every posNiblr elTort** tn prevent the l**nine<i- 
hnU'li alliatiee.' *rhiH was merely Ui hitl him fiijhlwith hlHlnuulH 
lied. 

iManir nnw heltl n mnst cniiuimiiclin^; pnHllinii in ICurnpe, ]ly 
the new annpatls she infliienecd llnpshurj^ ptdiey, .she fnreecl 
I‘*re(leriek the tirenl inl<i alnn^sl alijeci ilelciente, ,H|ir nllnretl 
Catharine, anti she ctintnilled the Unteh Nethrrlaiuls d*hh Iasi 
lrium|ih ernwiied the life-wnrk nl V'er^^eiines. ‘The reeenl 
Irealies relirveil him from the tlisapreeahlr alln iiativi* tif 
inif helween Austria and the United I'lovim es In t a*»r nf a rn|i ■ 
lure. They cinphieii/ed tlie isnlalimi nf hai^dand. Ahnve- all, they 
preparetl the way hn jnint in linn nl the h’lmMli iiiiil J)nlrjr 
Isasl liulia ( ‘timpaiiic*‘i whti h inipjd pinve in hr intal In Hjilish 
iiscnnlaiu y in Imlia/ 

‘I’he iniMpje n m e-jpnnrlem r nf I'ilt nl lhj‘» linir i nntains 
searrtdy a leleiein e tn thi»* very sei inns erisi%. ||i*i lrtlei*j turn 
inuinly tin tinarirr, Irish allairs, anti tlmneHilt inpit^ Ntuh as iltr 
pnrehase t>j’ Jfnlwnud, On the I)iile)) jnnMriii iJirrr is iinl 4 
Wiird except the cnrimi^ly i nrl rrfemu e in his Iriirr nf October 
(i to (irenville: "1 have wrilltn in Ia»nl t'arinarlhrn nn ihe 
I had) hnwinrss mnd) as yrtii seem in * I he phrasr j*? In- 
lercHlIng as marking the cnmrneneemenl nf llie Innuenee witieb 
(irenville was minn lu ^nin nver IMU in fnreifpi afTnirs; Init its 
nnndial/mr e is asirmiidJufj. In pari* nt> dimJa, llie imssivil)' nf 
the IViine Mininler rcNiillctl fniin Ihedrirrmliiiilitin id Cienrp,e III 
tn httid alnnf US Kin|; «»f iMailand fmin all cninplicalinnsduiw 


* " .M*i!uif*n)iiiry Diarir^/'n, ly^. 

' tlaydi Nbih h lyKri tltiMh ir|Hiitril Ui I'mitutiihrit jnim im ilmic) o{ (lit? 
I Mill It »tiii| 1 inii )i in till* nhtl iIku ri){Uc 1 lim )i ivrtr lit 

ilniliri wall iiotijn mi linnnl. iW M AiM. MSN, *| hr jMnnrt^oiiin n( 

thrt\ilir*n1 <i«mhI I (nja: l»y (tie ) )iin ti iriitlnrd lutt 1 inntitiisih aitniit* wiili 
India prn .uimr). 

" *' I'., ' I, .IJW. 
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ever much, as Electoir of Hanover, he might irritate Austria and 
Russia. As we shall see in the next chapter, George was beginning 
to be alarmed at the growing expenses of his family, and viewed 
the Dutch crisis mainly as involving burdensome demands on 
the Civil List Here, then, as at so many points in his career, 
Pitt was handicapped by the King. 

But it is also probable that in the disappointing year 1785, 
marked by the failure of his Reform and Irish measures, he sup- 
pressed the concern which he must have felt at the deepening 
isolation of England. We must remember that he had formed a 
resolve to play a waiting game in foreign affairs. On August 8 
he wrote to the Duke of Rutland that, if the commercial treaty 
with Ireland became law, and peace lasted for five years, England 
would be able to look any Power in Europe in the face.^ That 
explains why he tied the hands of Harris at The Hague and 
sent to Berlin overtures so cautious as to be received with polite 
disdain. His great aim was to lessen the National Debt; and 
the year 1785, with all its disappointments, witnessed a most 
extraordinary rise in Consols, viz. from 54^ to 73^. There was 
the strength of England's position. If she reduced her debt, 
while all the Continental Powers were ruinously increasing theirs, 
she must have the advantage when turmoil ended in war. 

Pitt therefore adopted a policy of delay. So long as lie 
could strengthen the navy, maintain the army at the ordinary 
peace footing, and enhance the nation^s credit, he was content 
to bide his time, leaving Harris to combat French influence in 
Holland as best he could."* Such a policy was very far from 
brilliant; and, had not France in the next two years entered on 
a period of rapid decline, he might be censured for tamely 
waiting on events. For it is possible that a bold initiative at 
Whitehall in October, while Vergennes* Dutch treaties were 
taking shape, might have gained active support either from 
Prussia or from Joseph 11 , who had been on very cool terms 
with France. Pitt, however, preferred to hold back, even though 
the Bourbons gained control of the United Provinces. By his 
passivity in face of that diplomatic disaster we may measure his 
devotion to the cause of peace. And just as Queen Elizabeth 
often reassured her people at the gravest crisis by displays of 
frivolity, so too Pitt’s absorption in tree planting at Holwood 


PUl- Rutland Corresp.,“ iii. 


^ Malmesbury Diaries,” ii, 172. 
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may have been a tlrviit: fur hiilin^^ his rinxii^ly, rcassuriii^r 
|}ul)lic, and junvriUinj^ a hdl in llir ImuhIs, 

Srrciin hnpnfnlnrsH in thr fiilun' nf his isiunlry is a strong 
feaUivn in Ihr rhiira<irr of ihN j^iral man; and \vn shall fiiul 
(jcnisinns whni Im ilisplayc^il this «|ualiiy Ui excess* (‘crinin it 
is that ho nrvrr Inst ht>pn nr relaxed his eiierjiies, even iuuV| 
when Minislers and rnvnys evinced sii^^ns r)f ffinoin or clcs|mfr, 
A proof of the prevalence of these feelint^s appears in one of the 
clohinK passaticH of a Memorandum which the Duke of Rleh- 
niomk Master of ilte Ordnance, on 30lh December 17H5, sent 
to Ids c<illrattne, (‘annarlhen. It was written owinjf to a singular 
<*irrninsiaiR:e, wbielt reveals the ImptilslvemeHs of PiLl. 1 'he l)ukc 
had almost casually Hii^(|.(esied lIuMlesirabiliiy of recoverin^f some 
fooihi»hl in the Dutch Nelherlands by indneinjf them to pro})(Jse 
to incliule Mnt»land in their recent treaty wilh h'rance. This 
Idnt, whicit the Duke lluew out in conversation, was at once 
taken up by Pitt, wito, wilhtiul (’onsidlintj the. Oahinel, ur^ed 
Oannarlhen to lake steps tt» carry It into and suttKc'sted 

lltat oneiif thr* I'alriots mit^thl be bribed to mak(* the proposal of 
includii4: Dnnl»‘"*b b il wen- to lt*st the sincerity of |jer offers 
of friendsbip. < )f course. Ibe mailer came ii» nollniip;; but the 
smpiisf* of ihc* DtiUe at I'iti’*. spissly adnpiiitn of the hint led 
him l«» dcsi aiil mi unr istilaliiai, anil to hmp on the well worn 
theme III an alli.tnce wilh Austria: 


(iiinilwniiil, I Irrrfuhri 30, 

. . » Il die I'auiK’nir and l•‘rimc^• keep well loncdier, bc|j;hnrn will he 
ahu an ininiit al poii/ as may Algiers and Maniccn i( Iheir InsUicH widi 
N|jain UN. Ibdlaiirl f»reiNv limi In m lioili in JCnrnpe ami die Iwint 
[mlics; aiul Mioald the Rinprrcir ami Kthsia unite witli hVnncci Sweden 
naiKi hilliiw, and Dennuuk dare nni hr our (liemh Under »nc‘h <‘ir<:uiie 
fiiamvfi Nvhat ate we In hiuk for hat utler mini It l‘‘ranre in diHenaaacd 
on the CunlinriU and an^i^lrd hy Spain, llotliuul ami Uussiu (in miy 
miihinrt of Ann rira), we iminl he auiu ked with ^really miperior fnrreH 
in die lOist ami Went Imlirs and perhaps in <!aiuu)u; hut, wlutl ih htill 
worse, we sliail umloulUedly havi* the war hmufthl into Iiehuul, nud I 
very luui U douhl wdn'Uirr ivr ran hy any hteiuH avoid tliuL isaintry 
hein^ dnidt il. and a larai* part aediia iiKaiust m. (I any of these poinlH 
of aiiiu k sin err il, and above nil, it our imvy should meet with any din 
WNler horn snpf lior Inteen, itie lu’xl ntep will hi* to hi’iiitt the war into 

I hr < darid I Uikr Ilf riuii any w.n a llapshiira prim:a« 


I 



320 


WILLIAM PITT 


[CH. XIH 

tills country, and the best issue of such an event must be attended with 
much distress. In short, the natural and political advantages of France 
are such that I very much fear the consequences. To divert lier atten- 
tion by stirring up some powerful enemy on the Continent has been 
long and universally considered as our only resource, and yet unfortum 
ately we seem to be obstructing the only Power capable of creating that 
diversion, which is the Emperor. . . .* 

It was amidst fears so intense and prejudices so deep-seated 
that Pitt undertook the negotiations for a friendly commercial 
treaty with France which is the chief event of the year 1786. 


’ Pitt MSS., 332. 



CHAPTER XIV 
L’ENTENTE CORDIALE 
(1786) 

Thy fatlier^s fame with thine fair Truth shall blend. 

His vigour saved from foreign foes the land, 

Thy prudence makes each foreign foe a friend. 

Rev. W. Mason to Pitt, 1786. 

T he nation ).s but the family writ large; and, just as families 
after a ruinous quarrel sometimes win their way back to- 
wards prudence and friendliness, so too nations now and again 
feel the force of the sociable instincts. Such a time was now 
at hand for Great Britain and France. The eight years of the 
American War of Independence had increased the debt of the 
Island Power by 5,000,000 and so wasteful had been the 
conduct of the war by France that in the years 1778-1783, 
she had exceeded the total of her already large peace ex- 
penditure by £ 66 , 000 , 000 .'“ Further, as that struggle brought 
to her few results beyond the satisfaction of rending the Briti.sh 
Empire in twain, .she was scarcely the better for it. In truth, 
while defeat led patriotic Britons to tread the humble paths of 
retrenchment and reform, the triumph of France allured her 
politicians into the stately avenues ending In bankruptcy and 
Revolution. 

During the period of war, philosophy, science, and industry 
had been waging their peaceful campaigns; and now in the ex- 
haustion or quiescence which beset both peoples, the still small 
voice of reason was heard. The responsiveness of thought in 
England and France is one of the most remarkable facts in the 
eighteenth century. Though political rivalry had five times over 
embroiled those peoples in deadly strife, yet their thinkers had 

‘ Ur. Cunningham, “ Eng. Industry and Commerce” (pt. ii, 546). 

“ 13 . M. Add. MSS., 28063. Eden to Carniarthcn, loth January 1788. 
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ntivcr c«!a«ed Ici ft-d ihc llirill of symiulUflir 
t>y "Hid rintiiriil fm-my.*’ whuli |trovnl t.< Iw m«* Ir-.*. lU^^i 

Uir tUviihivd f«irvTs uf i.iU T\\>' M-tn ..iiiyr.Hir. of Umiu^i 

pa-is Ihrtiiinli 'itorini, wlii'llitr **i |*o!itual; .m>> ' 

may In; tlial finally llm natioin will In-tonir ^..^lnllil»^r 
idUatniiinj^j iiiord ami im>rf lo itlt-ai. ami Ir-.'s at^ 

\v/iH In llu* |i:i**'*5nnN nf nhllilcjMil. 

VU»' inriUu! symjulUynf I‘‘uyj4n«l ah« 1 l‘uuue" hi \\\ 
ciMitury hlinn^ly iiLirla tl* h vvr*ll kuMivn, lltr 
{if Ijirkc nnpplir.l Vnlt.iirr ainl Untr-^r.ui wilh nin.l nf \\^ 
wtMpiinH nf tlirir ariimiiry, l•■n•ln iUr « 

MlitiUinii MinilrMiniini iii.iiiy nf lli«* loninUinn * with li 

Niv'iiirb^UM r In hU *{rs /d*M. { \\%* 

si*Msil)ilay Win* liilh»-r Imtii iUr nf K»Hn*.r^^ 

IMiiliiiil In n|iy Jw'i aim* a Imi»o iii Ih'IIi KiUila ♦tlnMii On* 
hill in tlivriNf' Nv^iyv. In I'uintr it vv.t^ in llir» Mniin t |rri» 
friMn fla* iinli^ni.inl pmU -a i V'nlUiiir <iU, 

dlirs NUiJi 4 H lliiil hillhlnil hy ihr i JuuiU »»n la O^j 

lunti il iiiiiy \yt* Uatnl Inihr WrHlry4ii trviv.il, iiinHvr whit- 
imV**Uc(l llnvviir<k (*l*irU»tnn. him! VVillH-tIni* r iHrtn^j Oiniiiuii 

l)n rt lnw<!r pliint? wf Oir hnmni-,r vn^pir nf 

f.iHliiinw ill I'Vtimr, him! nf h in l'ni:knnl 

lni*<|iy mu ‘^w.iChr*! ilirnt'^^lvr-. j 

1m\*/,UhU *umI rn*M^ in lln" '»llirini‘a tf 

Dili* lit- t lutrirc’^ ilhr* fiiliirr l1iiNji|tr Kv^ililr^ ^rl Oir Mp.r ft 
h'lH'lisli wayM ami Ja!iri< lliat I'Vnu h nulinlrm^ 

Hllfrrrnl. In llir l‘>rin h Miuinlrf Miin{ihiinri| |n unr ruvn 

lltal I'ViMU’ll flriiprTir'* ttailtl nid !*<♦ 'wnhl iinlr'^’^ ihry 
likn lUIlAm** irlururi} ihr cninpInnriU Tim 

«nviirmtil iutn hVaiHr Wr fiuil mir ruvny inniptaifiMii^^ On 
]ui{{liN|l raillllir^i wrm Mailiny^ ill rvrry hVrn* li |<nvii, *»n IImI 
rnif^lU li<^ wttll In ilrvKt^ an Ihk wi»uhl ih«*i 

bnnicwarih,* 

Uui inrtimuix* «»n tUr new CinMiiujinlii^ni^iii uui< 

us llu*, HprtNul nf [liras nf I’rrr ‘rriHlr. Hrrr llic linimur's Hr 
I'Vrnch ihiiiktJr.'^, It was hy rrsiOriitr in bVaiitr ami I'lUiM 
svilli llu: /ufiNumisf/s^ yiirsiniy anil Onil AOitin Mtii’ 

was ublc* Ui fcirmuliiU? thr Utrus sihhi In Im rmUmlinl in 


' *'R ii:* Kraincr, i«. 
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‘'Wealth of Nations/^ Here we may note a curious paradox. 
The practical islanders supplied their neighbours with political 
ideas which, when barbed by Voltaire and Rousseau, did much 
to gall France into violent action. On the other hand, the more 
nimble-witted people gave to its trading rival the fiscal principles 
(neglected at home) which furthered the extension of its com- 
merce. Venomous use might be made of this contrast by that fast 
diminishing band of Anglophobes who see in all British actions 
perfidious attempts to ruin France; but it must be remembered 
that everything depends on the men who introduce and apply 
the new ideas, and that, whereas France was unfortunate in the 
men who promulgated and worked the political principles learnt 
in England, the islanders on the contrary had the wisest of 
counsellors. Contrast Voltaire, Rousseau, and Robespierre with 
Adam Smith and Pitt, and the riddle is solved at once. 

Amidst the exhaustion of war, both nations were now ready 
to listen to all that was most convincing in the arguments of the 
Economistes and of Adam .Smith. These exponents of the nas- 
cent science of Economics rendered a memorable service to the 
cause of peace by urging nations, like sensible traders, to rejoice 
in the prosperity of their neighbours, not in their poverty. Pro- 
pinquity, said they, should be an incentive to free intercourse, 
not to hatred, Adam Smith pointed out in his ''Wealth of 
Nations'" (1776) that France could offer us a market eight times 
as populous as that of our North American colonies, and twenty- 
four times as advantageous if the frequency of the returns were 
reckoned. The British market, he said, would be equally profit- 
able to France. He laughed to scorn the notion that France 
would always drain Great Britain of her specie, and showed that 
the worship of the "balance of trade"’ was accountable for much 
folly and bloodshed.^ It is difficult to say whether these views 
had much hold on the English people. If we may judge from the 
passions aroused by Pitt's Irish Resolutions, it was slight. On 
the other hand the absence of any vehement opposition to the 
commercial treaty with France a year later, shows either that 
public opinion here was moving forwards, or that the Opposition 
felt it impossible to bring to bear on the absolute government 
of Louis XVI those irritating arguments which had had s( 
potent an influence on the Irish people. 


* “Wealth of Nations,^* bk. iv, ch. iii. 


WILLIAM PITT 


324 


[CH. XIV 


The influence of the Economisies in France probably did not 
count for very much. But they had shown their power during 
the brief but beneficent ministry of Turgot; and even when 
Marie Antoinette procured the dismissal of that able but austere 
Minister, one of his disciples remained in office, and was now 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. This was Vergennes. Few men at 
that time did more for the cause of human brotherhood than this 
man, whom Carlyle described as “ solid phlegmatic . . . like some 
dull punctual clerk/* A man’s importance depends, after all, 
not so much on external brilliance as on the worth of his achieve- 
ments; a statesman who largely decided the Franco-American 
alliance, the terms of peace in 1783, and the resumption of 
friendly relations with England, need not fear the verdict of 
history. In a little known fragment written in April 1776, 
Vergennes thus outlines an intelligent policy: 


Wise and happy will that nation be which will be the first to adapt its 
policy to the new circumstances of the age, and to consent to sec in its 
colonies nothing more than allied provinces and no longer subject States 
of the mother-land. Wise and happy will that nation be which is the 
first to be convinced that commercial policy consists wholly in employ- 
ing lands in the way most advantageous for tlie owners, also the arms of 
the people in the rpost useful way, that is, as self-interest will enjoin if 
there is no coercion; and that all the rest is only illusion and vanity. 
When the total separation of America [from Great Britain] has forced 
everybody to recognize this truth and weaned the European nations 
from commercial jealousy, it will remove one important cause of war, 
and it is difficult not to desire an event which ought to bring this boon 
to the human race.‘ 


Two years later, when France drew the sword on behalf of the 
Americans, Britons naturally scoffed at these philanthropic pre- 
tensions. The conduct of her Court and nobles was certainly 
open to the charge of hypocrisy, especially when Louis XVI 
issued the ordinance of 178/ restricting the higher commissions 
in his army to those nobles who could .show sixteen quarters of 
nobility. Singular, indeed, to battle for democracy in the new 
world and yet draw tighter the bands of privilege in P'rancel 
Yet Vergennes, Necker, and other friends of reform were not 
responsible for this regal folly; and they were doubtle.s.s sincere 

‘ “ Politique de tous les Cabinets de I’Europe , . , ” il, 402-3. It contains 
some “ Mdmoires ” of Vergennes. 
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linpiiUf Ihal l)te iloM’/ifall of Jutj,;l.nnl‘.>< culimial .Mystent wdiihl 
uij'iiniU! u new era in llu; itnlilii s and eoinnien e nf the win lil. 
A priHtf of llu: sinccrily of Viinfinu-:! is in hr found in llu; 
Ih Ai'ticli: of llu; ‘rrealy of Vrisaillrs (i?Kj), widt h sli|ailatrd 
ill, innncdiiiU'ly afler llu; ralifkitlion ttf llu* Ivraly, mm* 
iMsioncr.s should he :i|>|)oinlctl lo picjinrc new mnitnrn-i«l 
iinufeincnls hclwcen ihc two milions "on the hiisis of ri-ci* 
oclty niitl mnlmd cronvcii ionce, wlnVIi firrHiincinents me lo in; 
'ininidetl and t'otu'ltidcd wilhiti lire a]>jim of iwo years from 
t; 1st of Jmnmry For this clause Lords Slu'lhnrnc and 

'anllttiin tai tlu; lirillsh side wore chiefly rcs]toiisihle; and it is 
rlain thal the former warmly approvctl it.' Tilt, as Llumcellur 
the )C.xclin|iii;r In that Ministry, doulitlcss also wdernned the 
oposnl; but I have fmnul lut sipn of his opiinons on the 
bjccl. The eretlil for this enii|{hten<’<| proposal may prohiihly 
aasigned tt» VergenncH, srring Ihiil he dietaletl terms, while 
2 llrilish C.'ablnrl accepted them. There is a ring of sinccrily 
Ida words wriUen on tsl h'eliruary i;H.} Itule Uaynevid, llien 
) diplomalU- agent in l.ontlon: " It is an ohl prejutliie, wideh 
lo not share, thal there is a nidnrni incoinpalibilily brlweeii 
sac Iwo peoples. . . . ^■.very nation mnsl strive for the nlniosl 
;)H[icrily; hnt this ciinnol he haseil on exeinsiveness, oilu'i* 
sc it would he a ntdhly. One tlocs not gel rich Iroin very 
or nations.’'' Hhin seems irt he an echo tif Ailmri .Smilh’B 
:lum: " /\ nalitm that wtmhl enrich Itself by foreign tr.i/le Is 
rlftinly mnsl likely to do «o when its neighbour.a me all rich, 
lustrloiifl, and cottimcrclal nnllons," ' 

Slalcamen on this aide of the Channel were slower limn their 
nla in seeking u» rcnli*e llicse enlighlcncd aims. The fall of 
iclburne's Ministry and the triumph of the l<‘ox»North 
inlilinn led to no hnporliml change in the Treaty, which was 
[oed /d Vcrsallle.s In Setdember t^Hj; but the ctninnerdal 
faly was shelved for the prcaciil. With all his cnlighlcnmeni 
matters (lolfticid, h’ox ha<( a limited outlook in the <om> 
ireiid .sphere, lie held the old Whig views, which for well* 
{h a (enlury had been narrowly national and inereanliliHt. 
irlUcr, he hotly l oniesied the claim piitfonv/irr) by the I'Vcndt 


KiUfM.uiriir, ** Slirihnrdt*/' iii» i(H), 

<!n*ri4Ui< Av (:niiuutrri;ci iIq i7BV!»y Coiinl de MuienvAl 
irlfi, 25. 

“ Wpidili (if Nniiiiiift/* Ilk Iv. I h, iii. 
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(lovernmcnl to c(in?.i<lrr >ill iriuiin^' ;»rr.u»j;i-tiu'ut-. .d .m ni«!, 
iiuiludiii^' tUo«c of llic* I rtMt)' ol lUrcrlit. il uo .iir^iijji iiu nt 
were fiirtucil before: llic eiul ol the year I7*^S** 

Sucli was the stale r>f tiling's when I'tU ami t 'attiiarllieii lt»ok 
ofl'ue at the tUm: of the year lyK.t- I he events eU* •» nhed In the 
previous chapter will have enabled the leader l.i iimlrrstand the 
iiccil of j»rcat caution on the part o( I'lit. rimii^jh the lam 
(plaice of VerKenues was redolent ol hiiimoi brolhf rhoiHl, his 
actions were often shrewdly iliplonialK. In the I'niled I'rn 
vinccH, as we have seen, his poliry wore a iwojold asjKrcl. 
While siipporliiiK the I'atriois. lie ilainie«l to Im sup|H»rtin^; the 
cause of denioi I'lU y, but he also dealt a blow at Uiilish tnlliicnre, 
rhoU|'h he imiintained the vNiislMan alliaiue, lie nspielted with 
I'russia; and, while ilallyiiij; with the l Vanita in order to keep 
iiiii !Mi|!;laiul, he niade a proiiiable bairpdn with Knssia's 
enemy, .Sweden, respeitiiir: liolhenimrc. Huts on all sitles he 
.idvaiu;c<l the. cause of enlijjbleniueiii and the interests of 
I'Vancc, 

It Is nuL Hurptlsinv; that thin dextrous union of phlheaiphy 
and statecraft (which rescntbles that by wlm h NajBile.m iilili/ed 
Kousseau's advocacy of nalural boundairesr rainnl the haired 
of nearly every Hrilou. (’ainontheii and Karris were deeply 
intbiied with these fecliufjs; and il l« lertain that I'ilt, while 
liikhif; the outstretched hand nl Vei>;ennes, hall rxpeiied a 
dai;t'cr>lliri)al. We. find Cirenville wiitiin; t aiinartlirn on 
asih l•■ebrlUlry 17K5 coriccrniiif; a plan, wliiih fill had lontierl, 
for provisionally buying; over a Mr U. S. .N|. at fans to semi 
conlidcnlial new.s, esimially res|H'ilin^; the plans arid move 
inentH of the Frctreh in the hiast Indies, lie was to reirive 
(in nuincnN a inoiilli for news sent to iJaniel Hades, Seuetary 
nl the liritinli KrnhnflHy, arid Jt^ii (•tlineas at the end of llircc 
irtunlliH if his iMfonnalion fjave rtalrsfaclion.* Other items make 
il dear that fill viewed with concern the aeiivity ol hranre in 
the The rormnlion of u Krcnih hast India Company 

ill March 17H5 was a Ihrcaicninjf sh;ti;‘anil in the summer 
crime a report from Sir K«»hcrt Ainniie, Hriiish ambansarlor at 
Conslnnliuopie, lliril I'rinicc wan intrifpiiuff to tjani a fiaithold 

' lliileitval, J3. * ItM Aria. .M.^.S , jK«i/si 

* *' I*. O.,” I•‘rallce, la, Datsal In Carmarilien, jisi Mari fi Nre, too, 

1 .. I'liiirniut f )inisaiil>(i(mlYler, “lai Frame rii tlricni oms t rims ,\VI" 
(I'aris, 1887). 
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in l'4?yP^ ilcspiiicli {if 2jril July 

1785 is worth t|uotin|jf : 

. . . 'yUr i'oilr ban varird in lu‘rgi‘ncr.il n|»]>nNiiii>n ioi:Hl«li)i*i))iMga inulc 
lhrlMl^h MfJO’iU, Ijy n[H’ninK {Ul^ imvij^aiiun of iIm^ Hal Sr.i to ilu* Hag of 
(‘liri.Hiian Vnwrrn, ’Djr prrNtrnl uiHirrlakiiig anti ilu? lato hVcnrh iniNwion 
lo (!iiiro ww in rnnKtt|urntT tjf a plan lU viKctl l»y tin* Inu* KmuHi mn- 
iMNs.nlor U; rnin onr Ka*i( India (*un»|Mcty hy an illlcrt tmclt^ tind(!r the 
proireiion ul Inantr, in Nvliit:h it was ilunigiit ilu* (‘tunpnny’H arrvanlH 
^vnuId join tuixui heartily, U is clear that Kutnee atlopled thin Hcheme, 
luK I ejoi pletige myself the Porte was not eoiiNiilteil mid that shu will 
never prtjieel n project hy far nioie tIangeroUM to her own inlereslR than 
even to our«. U »eein?i t !omu Piiesi liuped to elude the Ottoman had 
lunnour hy tnnpluying the navigation ul die llaga of all (!liriHlian 
Powers iiuliaerimimuely and to seenre his trade hy the prole(:tion of this 
lieys of KgVpti who t ertrtinly have aimed ul uhMolnUt iiule|u?ndniKe ever 
since the time of All Hey/ 

The correspondeme of Sir janu*H liarria with (‘nrinurlluMi 
aliow.s thul our Ministry kept u watchful eye on any Myinploinn 
whicli )Hirlrn<letl a union of the Dutch ICasi Imlia Ooinpany 
willi that <if l**riinee, Indeed, an we. shall see, ihe reasons whit h 
imnnptcd resohilr a< linn fif I'itl ,tl lh<* crisis of 1787 in JJnl- 
land were largely h.tsrd on naval and colonial coiisideralioiiH. 
Mailers in l(ie luist wme in an uneasy .slnli\ C)iu:e ai-jain, in 
jaunary i7Hfi, llaiirs rrptiiicil that the miseliletl slalcMif ICgypI^ 
wan known lo he allraclln^j the notice of llie p'reoeh Juireigoi 
Office, jirohalily willi a view lo com|ueHt/ ‘Pile elTorts whicli 
PVancG pul fiirtU In for tlte ainsimcUun ofa i{reiit naval 

fortress a I CherlKnirff also clHiinerl atlenlloii; and JJnlons were 
not cahneil hy the philosophic refieclIonH of Home peacoUiving^ 
Ciaul« that the completion of (hat mlH^'^y harliour woulit render 
it impossible for PaiKlmul lo muke war on Krance. 

In view of the lowering political horizon, is it surprising lhal; 
Pill was very caulions in res|Hiiuling to Ihc pro|)osals of ihe 
PVeiich (!fd)lnel for a friendly commercial treaty? It is In 
correct to say, as <Harrh ilitl in a rather peevish onLliurst, tlmt 
l‘ill was Inn occDpietl with J^lrli;unenl lo allem! to foreign 
affairh/ We imw know lhal he pair! much aUentlon to them, 

• Pm MSS., 3 c/. 

" /A*#/, }\\. iUHr*i III I hcier, 4 Mli Jiuuiary 1786. 

* ** Maline^hiiiy UiarioR,'Mi, M3. 
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thouijl) the |)reti.<iii4{ probleiii** *'f fiiiiUite, Ireliunl, itiul 

Reform perforce UcUl the f»r>l pl»Kt' in lu^ Hut he 

imial have tlcnirecl U> ch’arn iii‘*i};lu iol" .« very tniirplex 

aituntioii before he eoimnilleil hi'i ci'iiolty tn <i 
treaty with hVancc.' To have tlmir no |)iriii.ihtrrty »nij*hl have 
preventer) tlie fontialion of l)ml tloier jtobiiia) imion wilh 
K.ii9sin anti Austria which ))ritl*.li NiatcMiini lonj; anti vainly 
«trut;n;lcti to elfrct. 

Hut nnottier motive pr««bably weijjht^l rvm more wilh I'ill in 
favour of rielay. W'e have •rren how ftimlly arni tenationtiy ltc 
elurtf-f to ihr hope tif a tonniifrcial noioii U twero tirral Mritaiii 
anil Irelarul Ihmujjh the ifoatai of lyHt;. .Suielv if wa-* ot prime 

ituporlauce to coinplelf the t'lM al "tYNicni rhr llriliih I'llaiuk 

lielttrt^ he imtererl into nr^^itialioiiN with a ton-ijto I'oorr. To 
have Inirricrl "ii the I •'rent 1 1 t oinrnett iai Irealt Iwtote that with 
Irctanil was tonilinlrtl wotiM liaxe Iteeii <i ^pave (atliial rrr<ir. 
Alt a fnin economic unit. IWeat Itiiiain an«l lieiam) lonli) trope 
for fur better lenns fioiii Frame than a'« separate rnlilie-i, ami 
this ctmsiileratitm alnrost certainly 'aipplir < ilir irastm lor Tilt'a 
extreme inixlety to iiremrc lire lmlii *lrial unity ol lhr-»’ islanils 
before he lx;^;an to bar^piin wilh I•■r4m'c, while it may aim 
explain the tlesirc rtf Vcryeiine* to piens on llie nej.;..iiailon 
before the ilrithh Islamis hail aiipiireti liseai 'wtliilaiily. In fine, 
cverylhiny, conspircil to imiwiNe on I'iti a passrve attituile. 
VcrKcnncs, as the vicltir, loiihl propose imns, I'llt, representing 
the beaten I'ower, conitl only await them. Smli was tlie siination 
ill lyttti 5, ,’\n autocracy foumicil on privilege sremnl to Iks 
lirrentening our potilicul trxisicme, amt yet matte t oimnerciat 
pruposalN wliicli migbl have come from Ailam Sinillt liimsrlf. 

The Hrilisb tiovernment reNjtomlcil to iliem very shnvly. In 
tlie spring of i 7 K,t it appointed Cirt>rge (Taidmd to art as tair 
commiHsioncr at Versaitirs for the rlraflltig of a loimnen ial 
arrangement, ns was recpiircd by tlir? treaty of lyHt, Imt he diti 
not receive his instructions until SepleiitlK’r. Kayneval, tvho had 
the full cunnderice of Vcrgemies, rvas the From It {oimnissiMiieri 
and at their first interview hr asked that the primipte of reel' 
procily should form the basis of tlie negotiations. To tin's the 
Itrltlsh Court demurred, amt the affair rnmainei) in stisitriise hir 
some immlhs. On jrd March tyKs Craufurd wrote to Car- 


' " Mnlincsbury lliarics,'' m, 1^7. 
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arthcn lltat \\v. wa.s still waiting rrplit^s In Ins uolrs uf ^otl^ 
iptcmluM' an<l .rstli Novtanlirr, and that Vca^((»nn<*s ha<l rcjKNU- 
lly oK|M‘('sscfl li» l)ut Dtiki* i»f Dnrsft, the Miilish iunbasHu- 
>r, his anno^'ivnen at tiu* Ictss uf ii\m\ Mis it*snituiriit lual 
ccntly laln'u a laiH;il>ln fnrrn; hn ha*! issunl ;ni <mlin;ma? 
mV) iiiip«>sin|.j a lax uf sixty |»er aaU. ow all rairia^jfs itn 
)rlccl fiuin thn Unitnl IviujjiUun. This uclitin Itsi (‘annurtlirn 
hrcMiv his Imi^^ silcnctMin ctmnintarial mattcis anti In prnirst 
;alMst the tax as tnuliMK "prevent that spirit nf etuit iliallnn 
rricnelly lihernlity sn nt?cessary at this time in prtulucc atiy 
ind rffect fnr tlinse commercial urrantttMtmiUs imw In amlem- 
iitiun“' lie also hinted that Great jiriUin inittlit wilh perfect 
slice retaliate. Inirlher, ho rcputliaUsI thn l''rench claim, nnen 
ain raist:il» that all commercial arrant(cmcnls wnuUI lajwc by 
n end of 17H5. and maintained that the *rrcaly t»f Utrecht 
)u)d aflerwarrls ri|nal)y be in fnn’e. After further deliiys Uay- 
!val ticmamled that there should lu- uhsiihite reciprocity In 
clr conuner( iai dealinjjs, the basis most ravonred n.duai 

inn tidopled where it di<l not inlVinne exislinn treaties* *rn 
is C!armarllien sent the f<»lluwinn reply uh Aunttsi: 

^futujll lirrit’lils mtd ri ripriHal a<tviuU.iK* ♦ are inths(fmaMy the* 
we an* inc‘lin»*d to puisne iu tin* adheauieni of iliis hu'iiiteis: 
t to say al niu’e (hat (In* iwn nad»»ns shall he euiilled (u (htiNe privi 
\vH whieli are alone allownl in ihe nio^t hiviuinil oatitiirs hy way ol 
auii» to ihe ne^otialiori and widmiil wei^lnn^ ihr natiirr and niivu* 
cnee cirmieh privileges is totally iinpnnsihle; rind nf this t think M.de 
lyncvitl mu»t lie convinced wlien he recnllcaiN that it was a niipnlttlion 
i\m »nrt conininrcl in the Hth and gih atlitle^ of the ^Treaty of (hme 
ncv. of Ulredil in 1713 ihal prcvcnlrd ihoar arliclr’a from ever hdn^ 
rried into cffcci.* 

ConNiilcrinj^ that reciprocity ami the most favoured imlioii 
.tattnr.nt hail been nrt;cd by Kiiyncval at Ills first interview with 
aufurd in Septemlier it is diflficuU to -sec why ( armarllicn 
It fhinicul hy lire present piiipusal. 

Mt‘amvhil<‘ Veii'cmurs had struck anolfier heavy blow, lie 
aicd an forbiildiup; forri^piers to shaie in llie hVench iratle 
the barb. uy Stales, and on icitli Jidy lie prohibited tlie import 

' ** F. f^.," KraiM e, 

* /MA *fhf nriiisii Padiaiuriu In dwie 1 lauaio in favaiir 

aarlirr aufl le^s llhrrfd arrauarmrais, XIV ron^tiniml In tlu&. 



WILLIAM IMTT 


330 


fcK. XIV 


of forcipii cottons, inusliits, jjaiizfs, and linens into fViint'e. At 
once tlicre arose a cry of distress and raj'e ilutHijjhnut (Ircnt 
Jlritain; and (!arinartl>en sent an cnrruolu' reinonsti'.iiife aj'.dnst 
this further proof of tlie ill*lunnoiir of the Kreindi (JoverninnU. 
Hailes at once inforuusl him tluil tlit* two »;////» liad “ hcen 
suspended with more forhearance than oaild riMsonuliiy have, 
been ex|it!Cted, considering the detriment h’reneh mamilaclures 
have sustaiiusl, and the j'reat advaiila{.5C we have ilerived 
from tl)c iial.mce of trade betnrj so much an«l so loi^; in luir 
favour. People in jiener.il think that this strong; measure will 
hasten the conclusion «>f an arrangement between us.”* Ver 
^feaincs s<H»n assiircil ilailes tif his desire (dr a Iriemlly arraiiijc- 
ment, lint he added that meanwhile the l•*ren^ h tiovernmenl had 
to look to its own neerls and slop the enormous iiillux ol Mrilish 
('oods, for which the i‘'ieneh public clamoured, t'oimnerie and 
finance were then the ciiief care of the b'rencb tlovrrmnent. t>n 
25th Autfust Ilailes repotted the pains secretly taken by the 
French to nllracl .skilled I’ai^lish workmen. On jjiid Septem- 
ber Craufurd Hlitterl that furilier disUKrecnble events would hap 
pen unics.s some progress were made with the cumitierdal 
irenly; RnynevnI observed that, if we objected to reciprocity 
and the most favoured nation basis, it was ft«r us to make a 
jjvoposal. On 2 1st October Vevvjcnncs Issued another unfriendly 
fOT<V [irohihiliiif' the import of ir<tn, fileel, and cutlery: but 
Hailes coiilimied t«i assure Carmartben that Veijjemies ami 
Rayneval were anxious for a final sclltement and that the tirrits 
were "meant to .stimulate us to a conclusion of tin* lomnirriial 
treaty as soon as possible.'” 

Pill now iH’t'un to bestir himself on itiis matter In order 
to have at Paris a eommissiiaier abler, or more .uiejitublc, 
Ilian Onufurd .seems to have been, be made overtures to 
VVillinin Rdeu (the future Lord Auckland) with a view to his 
nclin(; m special commissioner in his place in ilie Auckland 
Pnpcru at the Urilish Museum there is an unpnblislied letter of 
Pitt to lulcn, dated ltrit(liihclmsione, fbih (h iolier lyhi;. In 
answer to one in which Kdcn had hinletl that he would prefer 
the. Spcnkcrshiii of the House of Commons, as Cornwall 


* "P. 0 .," France, ifi. iinilcs m (’nriHiirilirn, 4dt Aukmsi 178^ 

* /611/., Ilailes in Carnmrthcn, hi llejemlwr lySj. The (Ihaiiihers of 
Cninnicira nt Paris, Versailles, and Mtmipcilier prdicsteii nxatnsl lire urffft. 
.See llutriivali </. lit., \f>. 
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" obviously HufTciud while in ihe chair." ’ I’ilt's reply is as 
follows: 


It itives lue Kieal Nutisfiu lioh to liud lliul iIuto niinaiuH no ohstiiele 
to your iKs cpiunce iircUlo-r of the hiuiiilititts nieiuioncd in iny letter to 
Mr. llerr?<r<ii<l, loiil iliiU nothing NeeniH Iclt to settle but the inotlc of 
carrying hiieli an arr.mgeim nl into I'/fect. I coJtfess I am not nwnre of 
any means whieh eouhl properly be. inken to induce the S|teaktT to 
retire at picheot; and Ihereroie in the interval I iihould veiy nuicli wish 
to accelerate the execution of the other idea." 


I’ill then refers to .some tliiricullics which maUc it desirable to 
rlefcr the atlnal appoinlinciil until the .se.s8lun had bcKim. lie 
htiggcsls conferences, cspcchdly as in a forlni(;ht he would be. 
nearer to b'.den. All this bespeaks a rlegrec of nonchalance tpiltc 
reinnrknblt! coiiHlderin^; the iinporlanceof the tiuesiions at slake. 
Kvcrylhing lends to show that I’ilt felt far less interest in this 
negotiation ibitn Itt that with Ireland, to which he had very 
pio|)erly givett tin: first place. I'hi; I’ffort to free trade between 
the two islands It.ivlng now failed, iherr* was no re.ison for further 
postponing the iliscusiions with I' l.im e. 

.Such •.cents to me the reason. d»h’ way of explaining his pro 
ceihne. The contention of the l'‘rench hisloiian of this treaty, 
III. it I'ilt wa*< opposetl to the tonnnerciiil arr.nigenienl with 
br.ince, and was only forced into it by the hostile ont’/x, is un> 
tenable.' lie maintains that it was the last ji/vv*/, that of aist 
(U toiler, which brought I'ill to his .senses "Mr. I’itl, who tlirl 
not //»rw wish for war, surrendered." 'I'his phrase reveals the 
prejiiilice of the writer, who, publishing his work at the time of 
I'obdcn's ncgotinlloiiH with Napoleon 1 1 1, obviously set himself 
to prove that 1*^00 'Pradc was b’rcnch both In the origin of the 
idea and In the carrying otit In praetit c by statesmen. I'assing 
over ttie.se cbthits, we sbotild reineinlier lliat i'ill bad made Ids 
first overtures to balen in llic first week in Octolicr, .some ten 
tiays before, ibe appearatii e of the wbicb, in llulcnvar.s 

ver.sion, compelled bint to " siirreiuler." 

I'ill m ini wiili nnn b ciri.iimspeclion. lie iirgerl I'alen to col- 
lect Information on trade m.itlcrs; but it seems that not nrilil 
llecember ilid the new 1‘ouncil of 'I'laile set on fool any official 

' i‘in M.SS, I III. Milni til I'itt, iJlh Oiliilirr 1785. .See, luu, "CaillslQ 
I'airtra," f^i). 

’ H.M. Ailil. M.S.S., 3.143a ' Ihilonval, 31) 


332 


WILLIAM PITT 


|i ll. XIV 

inquiries.' Perhaps the Irish iifjjnlinlioii, which was luirtinl mi 
too fast, had ^iven him pause. Meauwhlh', laiwever. Ki.ua e hutl 
({[niued another .sticcc.ss hy imposjiq; her mediatimi mi the Km- 
jicror Joseph 11 .and the Dutch (ioveiumeut anil settlin'' the 
disputes helwfcii them. As appeared in the previ*nis chapter, 
this treaty le<l to the conclu-slon of an alllanee t ii*th Novemher 
lyUS) holit pulitieal mid coiiimereial, with the niiited I’rovinees, 
which emphasized the i.soialioii of Kuiilaiid ami seturril llm 
Dutch market.'! for I'Vnuee. ‘rims the delay In iiieetiiij' tlie ail- 
vauces of Veif'eimes liad lieen dotildy prejudinai to Mrillsh 
Interests, ami it must lie confessed tlutt I'ill'.s tUbut in Kuiopran 
cliplonmcy was far from iiriliiant. 

if, liowever, we look into de-tails, we fiiul that (‘arm.irtiien 
hampered tin; nem'lialions at llie outset liy refusing to .icerpl 
the "most favoured nation" luisis of net'otinlion, and hy throw- 
illy, on I'Vame the lesponslhiliiy for not proposing Mune " |irac- 
lieahle" si heine. On l.|lh Oclotier I7it5 tvmte to Hailes that 
(Ireat ilritain very much desired a commercial treaty with 
l''rancc, and wn.s wnitiiift for "specific proposals" rroni lier; 
and HKniu, on .|th November, that matters seemed hopete-<s, 
owliiff to Kayneval's obstinate ndlierence to his nri^'hial sclieme.* 
Thi-s pedantic conduct was fast cralositijf tim whole affair in a 
viciouf! circle. Meanwhile the sands of time were running out: 
and it seemed that Kn}(laml would tic left friemlless and <U 
the mercy of any commercial arrangement which I'Vam e chose 
to enforce after the dose of the year. It is .stranyr that I'itt did 
not insist on the furtherance of a matter which he judyrd to he 
"of yreal n.ilional imporl.mce." ’ lint his only step lor the 
present was to write a letter, Kiyncfl by 1‘armarthrn, askiny lor 
an exlcn.sion of lime beyomi the emi of that year. In reply 
Vcryeimcs expressed the satisfiu limi «if J.oiiiN XVI that llreat 
nritairi was seriously desirous of framiity a enmmercial treaty 
anti yrantetl si-x months' exleiiHion of time.* A year was finally 
yranlcd. 

NutwilhstnmHny this further proof of Vcrycimea' yoml will, 
the neynlialion bcyim under comlilhins so unfavonrable Iti (»real 
Itrilain n« to call for a skilled neyotialtir ; but llm career of 

' llmiimrllieii m Kilrn, yih Herrialwr I7«s (II, M, A«l«l. MSS, mjtt). 

’ I'iu MSS., jjy 

’ l*in Id l-alcn, 41I1 December in "Am ktflntl Joiirnali," i, 87. 

‘ VeiBcnnos 1*» ('ntiiinribcn, i.|tb Dpf enitter 1785, in 1 ‘iii MSS., jjj. 
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William wai laiUcil Ihu hope that he w*mhl Imar llie 

l)urclcn of iv.s|»t»nsil>iliLy Iriiunplmiilly. Ihirii in I7rfp|, mu! tnlu- 
calcti al l-'Aon anti Christchnrcli, ho early Hlunvctl inarkeil 
aljililioH^ wliioli wore slmrpcnerl Uy praolico at Iho Uar. llo also 
tIovtUotl hi^ atloiilion U» M(K;ial mul ooononhe (picsiions; and 
when, in ho hocanu; CWwS Socrolavy ft^r Ireland under iho 
Karl nl ('arli^Oo, lu* tliil much U\ pronudo the pnwporily of lliat 
land, oHpooially l>y hrlpiii{.( to fouml the Hank of Irolmuk llo 
loidx Uorn inlrrrsi in llu^ Iroatmont of priranu^rs, unil jaopoHod 
to snhslitiilo haril lahour for lran«tporlatiun. 'I1u: roforin of the 
penal laws also ont^at^cd his allonlioia lie had lon^r been 
aVUrhnl In I an il Ni>rtlds party, llumgh his views wore more 
pro|^fVisivc than titeiiu Hy his inarrin^ro with Iho nislcr of 
Sir (Jilbori Isiliut ho oamr into touch with the Whij^a; and, 
llum^th his poUdanl cundm.l in with rr^artl to ll^c vosiv»nn- 
litju of tlm Uir(Ulioutonmu:y by (*urlis|o caust'd ^onoral aim(»y- 
nnro, ho was larpoly instruinoiilal in brin^pihl' about the: b'ox- 
Ntulh ta>aHtitnK tamsisioncy sat liydAly \ipon Rdon; ami %vhcn, 
in 1785, ho hotly opposc-d riil’s Irish piopcjsals, siiuitar In 
rllVt t tti his own of s<»mo ytsus rarlior, hr was OiUrutly abused 
by urn* of his IVinuls inr bis f*u tinusnrss,^ H hr sainr ctwro- 
spondriU suon laid raiiso lo ttpbiaiti liiin slil) Iniihrr for his 
iMiidml in tho autumn of i7tS5^ wIumi, hstvin^; tiu* ( )pposlt!iHi, 
hr vvrnl t»vrr \\\ the t itwrrnnvcnt sivlr in ooUm to m l as special 
iiinimisNionrr at raits, Thr Duke of roitlaml coldly coin- 
mriulrtl him hir placing; country ahuvo party; but tho many 
saw In tho move only onUyjbtcnotl sr.tf-inimcst and foil no con- 
lidcncr in him. Wraxall expressed the prt'oalonl upiniuu whan 
hr said that thorn ''oxislrd in MdonS physioy;noiny, even in 
his tnunnor and doi»tntmctU, smncthinvi: which did not etuwey 
thn iinproHnloM of plain dealing av inspire confuleneo," 

Unilrjubletlly hlclen was the ablest negoiiati^r whom Hill could 
have, cluwn for u difticull connnerciid bargain; Wedgwood at 
tinee wrote to say that he would luive been his eholce; ami the 
remarks as to Hilt filclnng away a pnaninent imanber of the 
(h^poNliUm are clearly jatunpletl by sjiite. Alter hevuiug much 
eyiileme ml * ummer< ial matters at the (‘miiminee t»f ( ’ouiu il, 
halen si’l mil (or Paris at the end of Manh uml was 

weUmned by Vergenues a-i a kindo d soul. *l be 1 Juke of Uorscl 

* ICM. MSS. MO'o, j.rUrr *>1 bilin l.tr'i, ini A|iril 17H5. 

* "Au<U).tiii( jiiMriutl's ' I, 87; Wia^atl, iv, 
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was somewhat olTeiuiccl at his ccmiinj', iiml liflil alimf, h'nr- 
limalely' he fouiul it (iesirahle to lake a lonj^j hulMlay in l''.M|;lani|, 
duriilf' which linic the iifTairs of the emha'isy \v<*ie atily i-.irrietl 
on by l^(len aiul Hailes. A poiuilar sini|; tif tin* day irrnirtl to 
thus 111 the lines: 


Ktir linriM ai » lii kri tan play 
Ami leave* Hilly Milrn in Kiatnr, 'll!. 


Dor.sta^s sc*i‘via*H were, in fad. inuinly Mirial Hr wa^ likrd 
by Marie Anlniuettc?; aiul lu?i ///A i/n/;r,i/iAr wrrr IVri|Uriard by 
Ibe Icadinn: ncil>liN.‘ 

On luirn, lIuMi, and Pill (fur ( ’armarlbrn fell im iruii in Ihr 
I'rnu'b) lay the chief Ininlen nf ilu* nejpiliaiiun**. I( t irar ihal 
bill nuw h>uk a l<ei*n inlerr^.l in ihr afiTtiir; ainl uh VVryeiinrN, 
Rayneval, and Ciilunne (MiniNtei ul h'iuaiiic^ Nliuweil a inarketl 
desire tu rmne In a fair euiunrMinisr, the mailer was stmii in 
^jnnd Irain I’lie t hief dinienllieH aru^e frtirn llie •Hnsjiiritins uf 
< *animrUu’n anti ihe tiesire uf Jrnkinstin. head itf llir I'unin il uf 
‘IVucle, lu drive a liard barvsain wiih h'raiHe, V\ii cunhl nui he iit 
tliffcreiU lu ihe uidnUmH uf his ecille#ti;nrs; and his rx|»rriem r uf 
lhHi?ih inanufneUircrs was sue li as Ui make him press fur the 
Imsl poHsihle terms. ^I’hiU lie still fell some disirnt^l uf the Ounrl 
uf Versailles is clear frum his leller uf iglh April hi Kdm 
tllat iheir finaneia! embarrassinenls were such ns iti stHinrr, at 
east fur a time, a siiurrre dispusliiun lu peatT/** My ihaC xlw\ 
luu, he must liavc: received Rdeibs letter uf I jlh April tnarkrd 
Hrivale and cunfidenlial,** whit h rrfcMrrtl In y.luwin^j terms in 
the pmspet ls eif the nejpitiatiun ' 


U In a clreninstanre whii lt t nhal) think a tiisi ( m| pu«|r to i|it 

both in ihr prnirnl nm* and nl mm rit widi i^tislerilv il the ir^nll ^huutd 
be wiml Hi lliis iinirneiit herrns prtilMhlr. . . . funi*' a di^|Hui 

lion 10 liiconmae nnr irmle if wr rmnwr ihe nrn*i>rl« ami |>rrvi*>h dn 
linclinn« which fill «o nnmy linc'i in mir IliHik uf Kaim, and a tlmclrtl 
rcsolutinn to nhsirm i it a*i inm It as |Hi*%sihte if itimr distim lutm ate 
suffered lu rcamin. in the Mtne limr all the n|tr< ulaiiuftn and rt^rrdiin«t 
of our Irflde with this Kingdutn wre fiusitcnclrd, and (hr niaiiurat lufi 
the navi^aliun and the rrvenur are Milfrrinji. Henidr^s. all ihr iradmg 


' J. Maiinimrinonl, “ Carfc^pundantaH clr^i AKrituchiilnmampir^ riranjim 
iivarn la U^vnltuinn,” 5f*8. 

’ '*Atick)»n(l Jnuranl‘»,** i, lo^i 
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and lunnufncturiri^ |».nlN of Kn^^luiul arc* al lliis hour (lh|H)Nud lo j^o 
much grrulcr limn art* ntnv Huj^fjfMicd. . . . Ii iw itvcn hi^lily 

poHKiiilr dial IhiH Ucaly may lurm a m w ipnch in hlhU>iy/ 

()v<!r i^yainst llu* cnthnsiasin i>f h‘ali*n \vr may sot the dislnist 
of Clurnuu IhtMi, as nviiuctl in his slaUMnonl l<» that onvtjy uii 
2t>th Aprils that if I'Vaiu'c ctmhl over lir sincere*, Isik-ii wtuiUI 
(Umhlloss \in\iyi the Imi^jaiii U» a snrccssfnl issno/ h*ar Iohh coin- 
plimnilaiy were lus references U) Ktlen in private letters to 
l)nrst‘l ami llarris. I'rom the former he iminired: How is our 
|iara^;nn t»r perfection relished in I'Vance?” ' In a letter lo Harris, 
wlm constantly mainlaincci that halen was playinj^^ the tpunc for 
Versailles, not for Loiulrm, (!armurlhen referred lo ** the absurd 
ami ijfliduiis letter <»f our Rreal cnminercinl nei^oliator/' ^ It In 
well to remember these jealousies; ft»r, as Harris was the bostiin 
friend of C'armartheu, he snccrederl in persmulinn; him that the 
whole nef'otialinn with h'raiua* was a trick t>f our arch-enemy. 
The letter (»f Harris, whicli called furlli ( *annartlH*ii*s ironiiid 
reply, emlrtl wilh the Niatt*nu*nl that h'rance souijlil "lo (le|»rcHS 
us everywluut*, tt> kt!r*p ns in an isniattsi ami uiictmms letl slate, 
till sm ii liim* as ihry think they can cripjih* us inei fiverably 
by an open hoNlile attack/'* 1’hese snspichms nncil have bt^eii 
passrsl nn In Pill aflt*!* duc* sKiinp,; and it spt aUs much I'm tin* 
evenness and serenity of Ids miml thal he pci’.evmcd with the 
nej^olialitm in spile of the prejudices t»f Ids loirei|;n Minister, 
Naturally^ alsi>, he kept the affair in his own lumds. 

In truth, rill occu|Me*l a position inlermetliiilr between that 
of the incurably suspicious (!annarlhen and of the [ileased and 
mtlier self conscious Kdeiu When the latter very speedily 
arrived at n preliminary or Projet, with Raynevnl, 

and beH:ged that it should be atlo(Jted as speedily, ami with as 
few alteriitions as possible, Pitt aubjecled it to friendly lull close 
scrutiny, Ills rnjily of lath May has been [irlnled ainon^; the 
AuckI.niel JonrnalH; but Ids criticisms were even im»re praclical 
in a IniHi^ letter of ;?r»lh May, which Is umonij the Pitt l\aperH. 
‘The follnwiiip, sentences are of special interest: 

' Pin MSS , I In. I (|utim fully tmly fruin dui'je leucoi wlm h luivc aai hceu 
jiulili^hril 

Am Itl.niil hairnahi " i, M 

* 11, M. AUil. MSS, I.rurrof M;lh May iyH6, 

* /htf. I.cllei Ilf Ulh hPi rmlir* 
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The Principles on which the Projet is founded arc undoubtedly those 
on which it is to be wished that this business may be finally concluded, 
both as they tend to the mutual advantage of the two Countries in their 
commercial intercourse, and as they include the abolition of useless and 
injurious distinctions. But on the fullest consideration it 1 ms not ap- 
peared to His Majesty's servants that it would be proper to advise the 
immediate conclusion of a treaty on the footing of that Projet without 
some additions to it which may tend to give a more certain and permanent 
effect to these principles . . , In addition to this, the Projet, as it now 
stands affords no security that general prohibitions or prohibitory duties 
may not at any time take place in either Country to t)ie exclusion of 
whatever may happen to be the chief articles of trade from the other. It 
is true that the same motives which should guide both parties in the 
present negotiation might for a long time prevent their adopting a con- 
duct so contrary to the spirit of the proposed agreement. But it cannot 
be the wish of either Court to trust to this security only. We ought by 
all the means in our power to remove even the possibility of future 
jealousy on these subjects. And it appears from the observations of the 
French Government on the first sketch of this Projet that they felt the 
force of this remark. There can therefore be no doubt of their readiness 
to concur in anything which can give it a greater degree of stability and 
certainty. And we shall probably arrive sooner at the great object — a 
solid and comprehensive settlement of the commercial intercourse 
between the two countries than by beginning with a Preliminary 1'reaty, 
unexceptionable indeed in its principles, but which would necessarily 
reserve some very important points for separate discussion, and would 
in the meantime leave the whole system incomplete and precarious.^ 


Pitt then pointed out to Eden that the discussion of a compact 
of a temporary nature would tend to unsettle the minds of traders 
and perhaps even to discredit the whole undertaking. Accord- 
ingly he enclosed a Declaration, which comprised the substance 
of the French Projet, but gave it a more permanent form and set 
limits to the duties which might thereafter be levied. The letter 
shovv.s that he had got over his first suspicions and was now 
working for a more thorough and permanent settlement than 
that sketched by Rayneval. The draft of the British Declaration 
is in Pitt's writing — a proof that he had taken this matter largely 
into his own hands. The replies of Kden to him are both long 
and frequent; but most of those preserved in the British Museum 
are too faded to be legible. In that of 6th June he warned Pitt 

^ Piet MSS., 333, 
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that France was ready to settle matters on friendly terms, but, 
as there were many intrigues against the treaty, Pitt should con- 
clude it promptly. More favourable terms might possibly be 
gained for British cottons and steel; but it would be best not to 
press the Versailles Cabinet too hard.‘ 

Pitt, however, refused to hurry matters. Indeed, the only part 
of this long effusion which he heeded, seems to have been that 
respecting steel and cottons. Me further distressed Eden by his 
action with regard to silks. Under pressure from the London 
silk-workers, he found it necessary to continue to exclude all 
foreign silk-goods,^ which caused Eden to remark on 17th June: 
“ With what face I am to propose the admission of English 
cottons and the exclusion of French silks I do not well foresee.”® 
Most of the official letters between Pitt and Eden will be found 
in Lord Auckland\s Journals. We will therefore glance only at 
some of their letters which have not been published. They show 
that Pitt sought by all possible means to lessen the duties on 
British cottons and hardware imported into France, and that he 
demurred to the abrogation of the Methuen Treaty with Portugal 
(1703) which had accorded to her wines exceptionally favourable 
treatment. Discussions on these and other topics were retarded 
by the long debates at Westminster concerning the Sinking 
Fund and Warren Hastings: so that on 13th July Eden ironic- 
ally informed Pitt that all his letters to him since loth June had 
miscarried. The close of the session (nth July) left Pitt freer 
for diplomatic affairs; he threw himself into the bargaining with 
much zest, and Eden more than once hinted that a great outcry 
would arise in France if their Ministers gave way to our demands. 

Nevertheless, Pitt struggled hard to obtain the best po.ssible 
terms not only for Great Britain but also for Ireland. Despite 
Eden^s repeated appeals for urgency, he asked the Duke of Rut- 
land, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to induce the Irish Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the Speaker, and Beresford to come to London 
for the purpose of advising him on several matters that con- 

^ This letter of 6th June has no date of the year, and it has been bound up 
in vol. 28064 of ^he Add. MSS. in the British Museum for the year 1789 of 
the Auckland MSS. Internal evidence shows that the year should be 1786. 

^ Their memorial, dated 22nd February 1786, is from the London silk 
trade (B.M. Add. MSS., 34420). It stales that “no alteration or modification 
wliatsoever, sliort of the present prohibition of all foreign wrought silks, can 
ensure tlie silk trade to this country/^ 

^ Fitt MSS., no. 
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ccrnctl Irclnnd, cHpcclally as U> the iulmisshm tir excluHidu of 
1 ‘rcnch linens. This fiirllier delay winnj' I'UlcirH heart, and he 
wreUe on 3 lHt Anj'iist: "Your polilieal ccmiaye ynes heyond 
inine, for I sniipose that yon look witiumt anxiety 011 lids fort- 
nlphl’s <lelay, which we are nivinij. In irnlli. If it is ).;iven in 
politeness to Ireland, it is a ^peat coinpliiiicnt ; for it is inipossihle 
to do jnort! for Ireland tlian we have done.'" He then ntadellie 
nole.Wiirlhy pro[theey that, as the treaty eoidd not possibly ad« 
just all the topics rclatinti; to the trade of Itritaiii and Ireland, 
it would lead uj> to a rip, lit settleniriil Itelween the lw«< islands, 
t^ertainly l^den eipmllecl I’Itt in foresipht. however innch he fell 
.short of hint in caiolness, determination, and haipaiidnp power. 

Tluse tpudities appciir very fouihly in the Anpio |•■rnu■h 
neijoliation. It Is proiialde that I'itt hart'ained tootlosely; tnit 
the reason is apparent if one loohsat the stoies of petitions that 
renelud him from ularmeil inamifat liners I.aneiishire was well 
(<» the front in its rleniands for firvonrahle terms; ami we therelore 
fiiul I’itt holding out for only a 5 |»er cent, tliily in l•‘ranle on 
Hrlli-sh colUnis, To this Hayneval relortcrl hy claiming at least 
ao jicr cent. M. dc Vcrjjennes was of opinion," wrote Kden, 
"for 15 per cent, and M. de (‘alonne, after much dispute, and 
by the aid of a jmper In which I had urp,cil for 5 per cent., split 
the rliffci'cncc an«l carrierl It for to (hut with I'real douhls).'” 
('alonne, the cheerful and prtHlipal f'ontroller of l‘inaiu‘es, now 
bc('an to take a closer interest in the treaty ; he Invriphcd apainst 
I’ill for prohiiiitinp I'reneh silks while ex|K*t tinp the almost free 
entry of llrilish cottons, and said that there iverr worker# 

at i.ynns who would cinse him for this tieaty. This explain!! 
why the I'Vendi iiepiitialors onee apain hriti out for iwrcriil., 
and, when that was lejeettsl hy I'ill, fmally fixed it at IJI per 
cent. 

I’ill also slrnp[j{le.<l to p.atn easier terms for Irish linens in 
Krance, and snppested that if this were toiuedrd, the Diddin 
I’nrllainenl would proh.dily acrepl the Anplo l•'re^u:h treaty in 
loto} On the Hulijcct rtf hardware I'itt fouphl for the interests of 
niriTiln(;lmin, as npjiears in Ihedrafl of a lonp despatch to Kden, 
of <(th Scptcinhcr, with many corrections atui actdicioim in In's 


‘ ” I'in ltmUiid Corresp.," t5R: "lloaiifori t'aprn” {Hot. M.S*?, tNin* 

iinssidiii, jy. 

' I'ict MSS., tio, Krlen in i'in. a|ni Amh*isi. 
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writing. Very slKulfirant is the Inst senlcince, which Is in his 
hnncl; 


If you cnnnol olitiiin ft reduction to 5 or 7^ per rent. «)n iron, cop[h‘r, 
t)r hrftss, you will eiuh-nvour to gnin it on iron nlone, llint heinpt ft point 
whicli IT. M-'s serviints Imve luosl ftinieslly ftl Iwnrl, tind in which Iho 
reasoniun fthnve stated seems cimclusive in tnir favour. This is n point 
to he pressed to the utmost, Inil if you Nhould fnul it nholiiUh iiu- 
l»o»sihle to carry it, it should not ultininiely prevent your fti|tnin|{ tho 
treftly.’ 

Tiic trrnly, slfriierl at Versaille.s on afith Scptcinher tyfifi, may 
Ire thus sutninnriznrl; It^frnntccl complete frcetltrin of navlt'atlon 
nnd trftdiirt,!; rights Irelwce.n the two nnlhrns for their V'uropcnn 
{loniiniiins. The Hithicclsof either l{lnf{<loin were thenceforth free 
to enter the Inttrls of the other without lictmee or iwssport, niul 
free of finy cfipltfiiitm tax a privilege most nnnsiint In those 
tiny.s — and to enjoy perfect rclijjlons liherty. In ret'artl to the 
most iin[ior(aiit of I'rench exports, natiudy, wine, t Treat Uritahi 
agreed to phiee her iieii;hhour otr ihtr foolititf <if the most favoured 
nalitut hy lowerhry, the tlulies to the. level of those imposed on 
I*ortnnm‘sr wines. M'he duties on hVeiieh vinejpir and oil were 
also ijre.dly reihiersl. The followiiij.; artieles iioininally' concernctl 
both nations, Inil in praetiee applirul niniod entirely to Ilrltish 
Iniporls into ^■raln•e. I lardware.e iitlety.and siinilar ipiotls were 
not to pay more than to per cent.; cottons, woollens, irtnslinft, 
lawns, lanilirit s, and most kimis of Kjuizes, not more than la 
per cent.; lull sllUs, <»r urlicles partly silken, were prohibited a« 
formerly, l.lnens were reciprocally to be charged at no hiKhcr 
rates titan Ibosc levied on Dnich linens imported into Ireland, 
timt Is, III " the most favtuired nation " rales. Hadlery, porcelain, 
pottery, and niass of all kinds, were to pay no more than 13 per 
coni. Tbc hlKbest impost retained was .fo per cent., le.vietl on 
beer, perbnps becniise the Interchnnffe of that prrtdticl was cer- 
tain t<t he small. (‘ounlervaiUny dnlies mij'hl, however, he placed 
on cerliiin articles. In the cnnchitllnR forty articles of the treaty 
fone of the lnn};eHi and most ciunplcx eversi|;ncd\ (he nmtrart- 
itij.; l'i>wers soiikIiI to lay down principles tu’ rei'iilalions for the 
avolfliince of disputes with respect to contraband ami prohibited 


' " t).," Krtmee, ao. Kur further deinlls sec aty toticle In the "Knit. 
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yooda, amuijjglinjj. privateering, the auinuoaHion til piracy, and 
other .subjects. They also left iheinselvcs fiee lo revise the 
treaty at the end of twelve years* It is nitlewni thy ih.il <*aeli of 
the contracting I’owers affirmed llie prim ipIcMif sri/ing aiulcnn" 
fiscating the goods of the oIIum* INiwer wlien fouiul on an enemy's 
merchantman, provided that they were enduirked after the de- 
claration of war.' 

The treaty ilisappoiiUrd the Inipes nf some enthusiasts, who 
hoped that it might Include Mune provis<i for arhilraiiun. Among 
these was William Pulleney, who, on i.|lh Sr|ilrmbrr, wrote to 
rill in IcrinH that deserve to he ivineruhned. After ptiinting out 
the futility of pnilnhitive cmIii U, he iiinliinied: 

ll it) Ui he amsidrrrd whether this intt a guml op|Htrlunny to tnauin 
U[Uin this treaty wome arrangement iliai may elifrs liially trml lo prevent 
(uture wart) ul leata lor a eonuitU^ahle lime NVtiy may ma two 
lulopl, whtU iiulividnub uilen adopt who have cUMling^ that may h ad in 
dihiaitch, the ineiisure uf agreeing hehireliaitd llmi m utiar any dUh reiiirti 
^)l•tll lmp|ien which they eunnot se ttle amitahly, the t|ue»liun taliall U* 
jeferrrd lu nriiitntlion. *nie nmllci m tlispule is i^ehlum uf nuuh leal 
eim«aiurnee, hut the point of hommr (ireventfv either jurty fruin yield 
lug, hui if it i« derided by third pitmen, raeh may be eonlcnlcil The 
arbilniUirH ahotilil not beaovereign primes; hut might not raeh nation 
imnie three Judgci*, either of their own courts of law, or of any other 
country, out of whom tite oppinite nation Nhould ehoonr one, anti tlirne 
two liear the f|Uenlion and either determine it or naiur an nmpiri- the 
whiile proeerfliiigN lo be in wrilingi^ V\m would oecasinn the mattf t to 
be heller diKcu^Ned llian is eommonly done, and wonhl give lime lorllie 
pnriieN lo c ool and most prnhaldy m-onnlc' derm in the tin i-.tMii. wlmt 
ever it might Ice. 

ll has lrn|iienily oi c urred to m> nmnl ihai, if hVainr ami ICiiglamI 
uiiderntcHid each ulhcT, the world might Ik* kept in icrac e Irmn t»ne end 
uf the glohe to the other. And why may lin y not umlroifand each 
Ollmr? 1 allow* that hrame is the moi^t intriguing nation u|Mm i-arih; 
ihiU they are lenliros and faithlr'is; hut is it im|Hendi|r tu hliow iheni 
that every olijrcl of their intrigue may lie Uiier asniirnl by goml latih 
and n proper intelligenee with m, and might wc not ai range rveryihing 
Cicgether now so an eoinjiletcdy lo ‘mtinfy ImiIIo* . . / 


Pill, we may note, had srnight iti lake a first %le[i towanh the 

’ “I'arl. llisi.,' xxvl, .tt3'S4; '^Atnklaml Curirjiii.,'^ i, 4vS S^S* Maiiru^, 
'•*rraiuN,‘Mv, iSS'Ho* 
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limitation of arnmmontH, hy that the two Powers 

should lessen their S(|Uf«(lr(Uis in the Kftat Indies; but to this 
Vcrj'ennes, on sst A full I78d, |•cfllse<l his assent.' Hceinf;, too, 
that hVaiiec was pressing' on the works at (’herlnnifp, ami form- 
inn an I'last India {‘itmpan)' on a Kieat snde, I’Itt naturally re- 
Hlrlctcd Ins alms to the estahllshincnt of frieiully commercial 
relations. The progress made in this respect was iinmcnae. 
Power.s recent!)' at war harl never before sijjnctl a treaty con- 
taining provisions of so wide n sctipe, and so intlinnlu a charac- 
ter; aiui lovers t)f ftcace hailed It as inau^'iirnlinf' n new era of 
jjoodwill. "People in f'cnernl," wrote the Duke (»f Dorset, from 
London, to Mr. h'den, "arc very much pleased with your treaty: 
the principal merchants in the (dty tloii'i ehno.se to pivc an 
opinion about it; anylhinf;. if novel, is apt to .sttipify incixhants. 

. . . I never .saw the. Kiuff In such flfdrits: they ri.se in pro|)or- 
tiou to the Mlocks, which are heyoml the .sat)(;n{i)e expcc.lalion.s 
of everybody." * ‘fhe rise In Crmsfds pave the verdict of the ('ll)' 
in unmistakahlr terms, an<l it was jpuierally cndor.setl. On 
30 th Noveiuher the Martpiis of Ituckinidiuin wrote: " My ac- 
counts are that all inaniifaclnri'is are inn wild in .speculation. 
Our wool has felt it already."* A few cranks like I.ord <lenr('c 
liordon (lecltdined ayaiiisi Pill for .sellin|.j hl.s country to tile 
Prcnch, hut the majority of thinking; rum, even in the Chatnlicr 
of Mniiufat liirers, thankfidly accepted the treaty. A (rlasfpnv 
manufaclurer wrote to I'alen that (ireat Hriiuln, having the best 
wool, the best irot*. the best clays for potter)', the best coal, aiul 
by far the best mnehiner)' In the world, would soon heat llie 
Frenclt ht their (»wn market' This was the general opiuion. 
Those who held it said nothing, hut set to work to ref[nln in 
Kntneo herself the market of which she Imd deprived us in 
America. The atate of (irent llritnln and of h’rance In the year 
1789 showed which were the more durnhie, the triumphs of 
war or of peace. 

Nevertheless, there was some oppo-sitlon In the House of 
Ctmmntii. Hnriy In I hr .session of 1 787, J'Vix hrntif'lrl frrrwarrl the 
question of the treaty aiul pressed for delay, s<» that the feeling of 
the cminlry might he aM-ertained. To this Pitt demurrcrl, on 
the griiunii that inemhers had had ample time to coiiHldcr the 

* “ K, i FMnrt*, |8. 

* Aiuklftnci Jmirnah/* I, yjj, /rtli Ocinlmr 
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qiicHtiuiis ftt issue, ntul that trade wtuild sullcr fr<iin the con* 
liiuinnce of the (ji'csent imccrlnliUy. '1‘lic arls whii li liud under- 
mined Pill's compact with liclaiid were iiowuiicc cruuc prutliscd. 
Hurkc twilled the Prime MliiiHirr wilii huikin^' tin llie adairM of 
two yreat mUiuits in a aumliiH' Innise .Niiirit; ami the l haitrhcr 
of Mnmifaclurcrw, in which opinions were divitled, Miu^ltl to 
fri({hlcn members by a petition scltini,* lorltr ’’ lire seriuriH nml 
awlnl im|)()ilancc (tf the ireaiy . . . eumpteheinbn^ a prodi^'ioiis 
change in tire corrrntercial sy stent ol this tonnliy." ' 'l lris stage 
thunder was s[)eedily ilivcstcd of its terrors by Ptll porniittg mit 
Ural lum' inontltN Itad ela|tsed siitce the signing ol the lieirly, 
aitd yet the Chaiirber of Mitnulatlureis liad tentiiined silcitl 
until that tlay (Ulli h'ebrnaryj. Alter sitowiitg that nerther our 
ohi ally, Portugal, nor our inaniilattiners ha<l tansc lor alarm, 
Pill raised the <|uestinn to a high level in a passage wliirh 
rtirnished a dignilied retort both Ui the gibe oi lUirhc, mid to 
those who deiionmetl trade with orir trailillon.il eiirnty: " ‘I'o 
anppo.se,” he said, ” that any nation can Ire unalteralily the enemy 
of aiiulhcr is weak and clilhllsh. It has its ruimdalion nritlrer in 
the experience of nations nor in the history of man. It is n 
libel on the cunsUlutioii of |>uli(iciil Micielies, ainl siipiaiscs the 
existence of diabttlical malice In the original Irame of man." 
Then, ctrming cnicc more to practical considerntions, he nfTirmcd 
that, ihotigh the treaty wriN ndvanlageous to p'ranie, it would be 
mure so to us.* 

in reply, box made one of the worst spenhes ol his larccr. 
lie iiHscrled twice over that France was the n.ttnial rneiny of 
this laud, (jwing to her overwemiiig priite anti boiinillrss ariibl* 
lion; and that by ntcaiis of the present treaty sire sought tti tie 
uiir haitd.s and prevent u*i engaging in any allimnes uitit foreign 
powers. Portugal, he sahl, was now made a satiihie and jreace* 
offering to J'Vance. Tin* House reinsert Ut hrJhnv the vrigarfes 
of the Whig leader by ajk voles to iiX; and lire prr>visiiiitt) of 
the treaty were (lasNcd in Coiiimillec by sulisiaiiiiiil majnriiicfl 
within a furlnighl. The treaty pansrsl the l.otds on fiih March 
by 74 votes to ;i4.‘ In iluc course the treaty was laltficd, and 


' "rVuckljiml Journnls,'' i, ^oij “Pail. Ibsl.,'' snvi, JHJ 

‘ jyj, jij.). 
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the portH on both .shies of ll^e ( .haiinel were upencti to free com- 
mercial iiUercoitrse on lolli May 17H7. 

I’ill uiul<iul>le(ily errisl in proclaiiniii^' his conviction that the 
treaty was more advanlatpsms to tireal Hrilain than to I'rance. 
lie clinelual hi.s triumph in rarlhmtenl, but )u: impeiilled the 
treaty: in'<l h i'< noteworthy that he imuie that Htatenicnt after 
Mileii had warned hitti not to do .so.' It was a weal<ncs.s of 
wliieh he was rarely ^tiilty. The I'Vench ncf^otialors had often 
pointed out that they were rimnin(' a ^rcat risk of Inllicting 
mill'll Imrm on their indiistric.s. This was .sober truth. Indeed, 
their I'eneral acquieHccncc in I'itl'.s rei|uc.sls has always been a 
jiuz/lc; for the belief of Ver},'ci)ne.s In ITec 'J'rarle wn.s not 
shared by the other Ministers, except |)crhnps by Cnlonne; anti 
It was certain that the mantifiictiirers of Rouen, Amien.s, anil 
I.iilc would cry out a^piinst the sudden chaii^'c from prohibition 
to a 13 per cent, duty on textiles. 

Daniel Hailes .set him.sclf to .solve the riddle for the satis- 
faction of the ever distrustful Carmarthen, who, on ayth Se[)l- 
cinber J7S6, wrote to him jn’ivalely: "our .snspicion.s rtf the yooil 
fiiilh and friendly professions of I'rance in poliliral matters 
oii('hl to he ill e.KiK I proporlioii to (he facility she inay have 
eviiueil upon mailers purely commen ltd." lie (urlher .sui;- 
I'e-.led that her aim was perhaps to .sever mir Kood relations 
with .Slates with which we had political and commercial lies,' 
I lailes, donhlless lahint'his cue from his chief, Ihcroiipon .sonj^ht 
to fintl out the motives wliich had inihicneed llie I'VciicIi 
Ministry, and summed up his conclusions in a lon^ report. It 
kIvc.s an InicreslInK but somewhat jaundiced nccoiinl of afTairfl 
In that very critical year 1786-- the year of the Dlainoml Neck- 
lace scandal and of the cIcciHion to cunvoke the Chamber of 
Notables for the rectification of abuses too dccji-scatcd for 
Louis XVI to uproot. 'I'lie report la ton Ioiir to <|iuili! here 
cxce])l in its most important pHs.sH}^'e; but we may ('lance at its 
salient features, llailes pointeil out tbal France .siillercd nearly 
as much as Fiq'land from the laic war, whidi left her with a 
National Debt almost exactly c(|ual to that of her rival; nlao 
that the iiopes of I'Venchmcn to (jaiii the trade of the United 
Stales had been blitthled. The Court of Versailles had, more- 
over, not exercised " the wise mana('cincnl of venality and the 

’ I’in M.'i.S'., 110. liilrii (a Pin, Ijdi A|irit tjBO. 

' ■' !••. 11.," I’rrtiKC, |8. 


344 WILLIAM IMTT (*u. ksv 

(iicotioiny of corrujilion niul fflvor " whlrli WiuiUl hjivt* •i.iii'tficd 
moat of the privlleijod clnnscH. Us pavliuUly was as u.»Uiri..iis as 
its cxlrftvayaticc! and tUc failun* «»f ihf <•!<! rcHiiiiu'rt l»l jirn. 
hil)!tivc .system, as ul.so of the rcccfU |»r*diil*ilivr was 

probably duo to tbo corruption prevalent in t vmil and ofl'n iid 
circles ; for, to tpiole I failcs'.s \vor<ls: 

Kvery one haviup co-<Ul t?noiinl> wiili Uir ureal, ttr llir int'nifru'Mt's i4 
the grenl, to procure an ext niplion, would urn Imvc failrrl lo apply for it 
in favour of Rome dependent or other. U »erm« »h. ri fnte pridwltle that 
the Krcneh (ioverninent fell it« own inability te» kivo rlbni to lis pro- 
hihiloiy law.s nnuinsl the irnporuiion of llrilish inanuianures, ami in 
Hint respect, at all cvonls, they may It said to Imve Iwen j^aiin-oi »>y ihi« 
treaty. 

Hull think I can take upon me to no-airr your laud'^hip that iheie 
exists another and no lesn priiu'i|Ml « auor of iho rage-oir'in ol l u»» r lo 
conelude the eomtiiereial arrmiftt-menl. 1 mean dial of the tmmr>ii.iir 
relief of tin* Trhnr Koytif by the im ren'e of ihr Krv* run*, an im n a-.>* 
which, it may be presumed, will prove inimmse, from the siuldm mlhn 
of all BorlH of Hrilish merehnndise laying the le^jal dullea, as »i«m as ih > 
Treaty shall lake uffcel. If this opinion ahouhl prove |o Jie well 
gromideil (and from the allcnllon which I have |»aid lo the tale t omlm t 
of iho Compiroller CJencml |(*nlonnej I am rnurh inrlinrd to Ihiob ii hJ 
it will he a Htrong mark of the rorniption of that Minister, who sarrifli es 
to an iinmedialcs and tcnn>omty resource the deatcsi mteimta of tus 
couiUry,’ 

Wc need not lay much slrc.ss on the jicrsonal iirttuoients hero 
achlucecl; for (lailcs may have been iindnly liiniieot ed by the 
partl.saii.s of Necker or Urcteuil. who were ;dw.iy*i at feud with 
Calonue. It is [irobablc that Verjteioics and (‘ahmito were 
swayed by a deeper iiiotivi*, namely, the riesirr to keep I' li^jlarid 
(lulct and friendly while they laid their m hrnicN with a view lo 
the nscendcttcy of I'Yance. in the, I hitch affairs nt>i%n to Iw tie- 
.scribed, and thereafter to llic comhination of llirir effort’* htr 
the overthrow of IlritiHh power in the Kh»i, .Such an aim h 
consonant with the pidtuaophic ihuroughncss of the tharacicr 
of Vergennes and the nmhition of his showy ct.lleagiie VVliclIier 
Pitt 8iia|)cctcd some .such dcalKii h uncertain; that Carmarthen 
did .so can admit of no doubt. 

' *'K. t).," Fintice, iB. firtilos m CatioAiihcn, s^ih fhioWr lyM The 
Duke of Dorset tlirmgln very tilde of Hailes, bui ilmleVs tl0*i)Mitha« duiu 
fur more knowlodKe of Krnnrc llinn die Duke'#. 
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Much, however, tnuy be said Air llaile.s'.s view.*.. U i.*. j'Ciiei-- 
iilly ncimilteti that th.: (..odi^ia! ('aloiine .sacrificed very imich in 
order to .slaiui well with llie (Jiieen'.s party, and llnit Ids aidenl 
de.sirc wa.s to pnl a {'ond face on ihin^^s at the lime of ilu*. 
/\sai;nil>ly of the Notables early in 1787. There was every 
reason f.ir bi.s concern. The fnlure of b'rance tlepended on the 
docility of the Nol.diic.s. If they were so far .satisfied with the 
state of affair.s as i<t pa.ss the refiirins tiesired by the Kinj' aiul 
Vcr|.;ennes, the crisi.s which led up to the Kevolnlion miKlil 
have ended peacefully. Unjust tiOKalion, conslnnl dcficil.s, and 
imlional banl<ru[ilcy wee ainon^ the chief eaiise.s of the Revolu- 
tion. Of course, Vcrttcimcs and C'alonne could not rore.sce 
e.vents; but they knew that the future was ^dooiny in the 
e.'clrcrne unless the Notables induced the privileged clnssc-s to 
take up their fair share of the financial burdens. If Miidsler.H 
were able to jioint to increased customs returns, the .leclinc of 
»mu^([lin|:', and the ceincnliu);; of IViemlly relations with Rn^lund, 
the Notables and the nobles at lart'e mttd'l prove, amenable, to 
reason (for An|.domania was still the fashion); anil all ini]{hl yet 
fjo well. In these consi.leralions piobaltly lies the key to the 
conduct of the l*rench Minislrj* in the later siap.cs of the 
ne^{ollalion of l7Hfi. With Verpennes the treaty was probahlya 
matter of principle; to C'ld.inne it was a device, adoplcil In the 
cour.se of that darinp panic of " neck or nolhiiip," on which he 
slaked the destinies of ^‘ran<•e. Thouph he was the chief hinner, 
Government and people alike behaved with incredible levity. 
yMvcnsIcbcn, reporting on the. silualion at Versailles in November 
1787, said: *' Kvcrythlnp here is a mulicr of ceremony, clothes, 
varnish, phrases, national boastlnp, tinsel, Intripues; and every* 
Ihinp is finally deckled by forms.’" 

This scntliinp report was written after Kmiico had lost her one 
able stale.sman. Verpennes died shortly before the Notables 
assembled; and they, Itavinp to deal with an irresolute Kinpand 
a political pamesler, turned a deaf ear to counsels of Reform. 
I'rubably, loo, they were iiiflnenced by the ontcry apaiii.sl the 
commercial treaty, for it waspeiicral in all imnuiracluriiip cciilrcH, 
and did not piiss away, as was the case in (Ireal Ibilain. The 
Rouen < ■huiiihcrof ('ommcrce institiile.l an irK|iiiry, theoiilcomo 
of which was a report nffirminp the marked superiority of 


' l•■|ln^alcrlllltll(, (/. ,//., las* 
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British textile goods to those of France, and the impossibility of 
competing with them on the basis of the I 3 per cent, duty. An 
able writer, Dupont de Nemours, gave an effective answer to the 
report; but, as generally happens in such cases, the defence 
attracted less attention than the attack.* We must further 
remember that merchants who lived under an oppressive system 
of taxation had every possible reason for crying poor. Com- 
plaints against the commercial treaty were hurled at Arthur 
Young in every French manufacturing town which he visited in 
his tours of 1787 and 1788. Abbeville, Amiens, Lille, and Lyons 
declared against it in varying tones of anger or despair; the 
wine districts alone were loud in its praise.^ Undoubtedly the 
French textile industries sufi'ered severely for a time. The taste 
for English goods continued to depress home products, and that, 
too, despite the efforts of Marie Antoinette to set the fashion for 
the latter. In 1788 as many as 5,442 looms were idle in Lyons; 
but it is to be observed that this crisis was due cither to the 
continued smuggling of English silk goods, to the preference for 
our fine cottons, or to the failure of the silk harvest in that year, 
The last cause was probably the most important,^ The woollen 
and cotton trades alone could have been directly affected by the 
treaty. In them the conditions were undoubtedly bad in the 
years 1787, 1788. At Troyes 443 looms were not worked out of 
2,600, and that proportion was usual throughout the cast and 
north of France. 

M, Levasseur, however, who has carefully investigated the 
causes of this crisis, attributes it largely to the utter prostration 
of public credit in France, and the issue of a coinage of doubtful 
value. The bad harvest of 1788, followed by a terribly cold 
winter, also intensified the distress. He concludes that, even so, 
the commercial treaty might ultimately have been advantageous 
to certain parts of the industrial economy of France; but it was 
applied suddenly in a time of political unsettlement and general 
distress.' 

We must also remember that Calonne had for many months 
been squandering the resources of France. In accordance with 

' See summaries of both in liutenval, op, city chs, xv, xvi, 

' Arthur Young's Travels in France (Bohn ediu, i88g),8,9, ^ 9 > ^^ 4 - 

^ Levasseur, ” Hist, des Classes ouvri^res,” ii, 776. 

Ihis is the judgecnentof R. Stounn, “ Les Finances de lAncien Rdgime 
et de la Revolution,” 59. 
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Ilia motto: " In order to cstidiliah public credit one iiniat ciilti- 
VAtc luxury," he had raiacd loan upon loan in liim; of peace, and 
it hii 3 been catitnated tivat in the forty-one nionlha of hia term 
ofoirice (17H3-87) he boirowe<l 650,000, OCX) fiiuics (/’art.ooo.ocx)).* 
No fiHcal experiment c.in have a fair chance umlor such con- 
ditiona; and it is therefore n violuliull of the laws of evidence to 
assert that the Coinnicveial 'rreuty of lyBbwafl the chief csviiae 
of the French Kevolution. 

Sununin)' up the facts concerninpr thia moat Intcrcstin|f treaty, 
we may conclude that the honour of originating it undcaibtedly 
belongs (irslly to Vergennes, secondly to Shelburne, and only In 
the third place to I'itl. It is clear that the French statcaman 
wiirkcil steadily for it during the ncgotialioiiH of 1783, and used 
all available means to bring it about even while I'itt showed no 
responsive desire. As has been slunvn above, the young 1 ‘rimc 
Minister had good reasons for not taking the matter u|) seriously 
until the autumn of 178$. Indeed it would have been a tnclicnl 
mistake to press on the commercial compact with l’'rance titull 
he had i>ut forth every effort to unite Irelaiul with (Ireat Uritain 
by inliinale trade relations. VVlieii those endeavours were frus- 
trated by ignoriince and faction, he turned towards b'laiue, but 
slowly and suspiciously. Not until the negotiation was far ad- 
vanced did he show much eagerness on the suhjecl, lUil it Is 
the mark of a great Minister to keep a firm grasp upon colleagues 
ami Huhordinaies at all Importaiu points; ami Fitt saw Iho 
(utility of Carmarthen's prejudices no less than the possible 
tianger of lulen's Ciallophile enlhiisiasm. 

The hostile actions o( the l■'rench ngents in Holland, to which 
we must soon recur, made him caulious on matters purely 
political; and, while pushing on the coinmcrcial treaty, which 
C'armarthcn looked on as a trap, he look care to stihjcct the 
ardent fancies of ICden to cold dunches like the lollowing: 
"Though In the commercial bii.sincss I think there are reasons 
l«»r hcllcving the French may he sincere, I caniml listen willuaii 
sn.spicion to their professions of itolilical fricnd.sliip." ' As we 
shall .sec in llie next chapters, I’iii generally treated with whole- 
some sceplici.sin the alarmist news sent by Harris from The 
Hague, ibil ilte tidings from that (|iiarler enabled Fill to n.NUCSB 
at their due value the philanthropic profession.s of the sdhns of 

•' Csmbiitijjc Mod. Hist.,'' viii, 7.t. 

' "AuckliUKl Juarnnh," i, 1)7. I'ilt to Ktlen, lolli Jiitia 1786, 
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Paris. Not that he was indifferent to the golden hopes of that 
age. After the treaty was signed he gave expression to his 
hopes in words pulsating with a noble enthusia.sm; but, while 
it was under discussion, he showed the balance of mind and 
keenness in bargaining which characterize a great statesman. 
VVe may also remark here that Pitt sought earnestly to bring 
about a favourable commercial treaty with Spain and Russia, 
but failed, The Czarina showed her hostility by granting to 
France a treaty on the basis of the most favoured nation.*^ 
Finally, we may hazard the conjecture that, if the finances of 
France had received from the Court of Versailles and Calonne a 
tithe of the fostering care which Pitt bestowed on those of Great 
Britain, both countries would have profited equally from the free 
commercial and social intercourse inaugurated by this memor- 
able compact. As it was, France slid fast down the slope that 
led to the chasm of Revolution; and in the midst of that 
catastrophe Robespierre and his followers, who represented the 
prejudices of the northern manufacturing towns, spread abroad 
the spiteful falsehood that Pitt’s commercial policy had ever 
been aimed at the financial ruin of the French nation. 

Martens, *‘Tra\tes,^^ iv, 196*223. For these negotiations with Spain and 
Russia, see Salomon’s “Pitt,’’ 237.44, A little later Pitt started commercial 
negotiations with Prussia and Holland, but nothing came of them. It is 
clear, however, that he sought (0 revise the whole of our commercial 
relations. 


CIIATTI-R XV 
TtlK DUTCH CRISIS 
(i;«6. I7K7) 

If w'c Unp \ Uv NrlhcrUiulN, Krnntc will ftujuire wlmt wlitj Imit alwnyH cdii^ 
Jiltlcrnl i\n lha iliiiuu nf lier jiDwer.' -SiK jAMKfi IlAUUIS, \»{ Miiy, *787. 

iliii Mnjptaiy wifilipti only (lie [HPnrrviitiim (if the inttepPtiileiKC and Into 
um^uuuloti «f ihtt (lluulij Tmk MAUc^uts ov C’aumakthkn, 

a9lh Jane, f7K7 (M. M. Add. MSS-i 

W Is luivci hUnrru|>U:<l niu* Hiirvcy i>f PiU'h policy in 

tinier tn prcrtenl 11 ttiinucclrd luctnint of Llmt iiUcrcaliuj; 
cpisorlc, [hr coininertial IrcMly with l»*iMn<tr. Ii\il ihisnvcnt Itiolc 
pliu'c iit a ytMV wlueh wilnc’^^KMl ihe jpowlh of a ciisin .ho serious 
as lo tiuraien luin lo llial 4 otistoictivn cllorl. riuMaisis arose 
from ihe slou |i t oiilllcl of liilrit'sls III tween (treat lirilain anil 
iM'atKe in IMilelt affairs, ns ilesriilinl in (*hii)ilri* XI IK Ah no 
ailei|u.ilr act onnl has yela|i|ieaml In Mn^ilish on this <|Ucslion, 
I |>ro|icme b* Heal it on a scale proportionale Ifi iu iinporlnnce, 
'I’lie iciuler will remember Ihul (he finicls liclwcen the l^alriulji, 
abetted by bVance and the Sliulhulder’.s parly, had alrcculy 
nrcniHed keen intcrcHt at Kundun iititl Karls; that our able envoy, 
IlarriN, hatl bravely w«i({e(l an unequal campaign for the Krince 
and Krincess of Orange - unequal, becaii«e l^lu pcrsiMlcnlly for- 
bade him lo cominil this counlry to llic defenen of their cuuhc, 
lluiuuli sentiment and policy linked it to that of ICnglaniL 
hurlher, the general aitualitin <if the Kuwers thim seemed irri: 
Irievalily to tkiom llie rriiue's fortuneH. tovtleriek the Great, 
in his desire to keep on good lenns with I'raia t% refusisl to help 
his niei e.Willielmina, rj im:essofUr*mge* yVuHiiia was allied wllli 
I*V.uiee, and Knssia wiili Austria, h'inally, neilher Pill ntir the 
Martpiis Ilf c arniarllusi tirtnned it possible In framt: an alliance 
with Prussia; and all tin* advances wideli they inrulc to the 
C Varina, Cuthuiine II, and the ICnipcror Joseph IJj were coldly 

VO 
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repelled In fact, no Power cared for an alliance with England. 
The conclusion of the Franco-Dutch alliance of November 1785 
seemed to close all doors against her. When the fortunes of a 
State have been on the decline, it is very hard to stop^ the 
downward movement. Ihat was the position of Great Hritain 
early in the year 1786. 

The only sources of hope seemed to be in the imminence of 
the death of Frederick and in the outrageous actions of the 
Dutch Patriots. Their violent support of provincial rights and 
hatred of the Stadholdcr and his mildly centralizing policy were 
carried to strange lengths. The E.states of Holland decreed that 
no Orange songs were to be sung, and no Orange colours worn. 
Harris relates that a woman came near to be hanged for the 
latter offence. Even the vendor of carrots was suspect unless he 
left the roots in a protective coating of soil. To a home-loving 
people like the Dutch these pedantries became ever more hate- 
ful. The bovine character of the Stadholder was to some extent 
a safeguard; for who could reasonably claim that his colossal 
powers of inaction would ever be a danger to the Republic? It 
is fairly certain that he had the allegiance of the rural popu- 
lation everywhere, even in the Province of Holland; but the 
populace of the large towns was overwhelmingly on the side of 
the Patriots; and the Estates of Holland (a province which con- 
tained more than half the population, and more than half the 
wealth, of the whole Union) decidedly opposed hirn.^ Of the 
smaller provinces, Guclderland, Zealand, and Friesland supported 
the Stadholdcr. Utrecht was torn with schism on this subject, 
the rural districts cleaving to him, while the city of Utrecht 
broke away, and defied his authority. As Pitt forbjidc Harris to 
take any step which would commit England to the defence of 
the Stadholder, that envoy continued to play an apparently 
hopeless game. But his skill, resource, his commanding person- 
ality, and occasional bribes, enabled him to continue the struggle, 
even in democratic Holland. His great difficulty was that 
France in April 1786 had let it be known that she would allow 
no other Power to interfere in Dutch affairs, and would forcibly 
oppose any such attempt. To strive against the Patriots while 

* The contributions of the Provinces to the needs of the Union show their 
respective resources. Out of every foo Borins of federal revenue, Holland 
contributed S7f, Friesland Zealand 9, Groningen 5^, Utrecht 5}, Guelder- 
land 5^, Overyssel 3J, Drent i. 
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they hnd a jjrouiul of ctnifidcnce titUa-ly deuied to thetr oppoii-. 
ciilH, was to Ciindoinii HariH lii stru|j^(lc! aj.piinHt ^freat odds, uiul 
never lias an iinejiual ht?ea nuiie gallantly fonjjht, 

wor.sl syinploin was tlie rise of bodies of iirined lun jjhei.s, styled 
Kree (!or|)s, which soon uIUuihhI con.Htderalile sticntjlh. luiot>nr- 
aj;ed l>y success, ihc raliTols snu}.j[ht to depose Willhun V t>uL- 
ri^hl, and proclaimed the Princess Rej^»‘ont dunnjf tlu; minority 
of her son. She rejected this scheme with hulijpialloii, Kiiilintj 
here, lliey striu:k at the authority of the Ihanee by iirocurinK 
from the Msliites t>f [lulland his deposition fi<iin the annmaiul 
of the re^mliir troops of that ()r(ivincc% ’riiis blow could not he 
parried; and it dealt conslernatton aiuon(( die l<)3Mdists» 

*riu?rc was no hope of help from hVederick the (ireat, Kor the 
reasons previously slated he hail hartleiied liis heart timaiiisl all 
the appeals tliat came fnnn the Princess of Orange; and she 
finally rejected with sctjrn his ailvice that she slumld emm; to 
terms with the I'alriots nnd Prance. On Kith May 17H6 Harris 
summed up dm relations of Ihnsslu tn h‘raiu:c: and llollaiul 
In this sprijjhtly way: 

Prussia says tn I'Vancti ' Dowimt you phrase in I lollandjint 
leave at least dir appearance of a StiidhohltM ian ( riivernnuMd.' > 
Prance replies 'We slnill lose the coiifiihaua* and support of the 
Piilriois and with it fair whole innueiice in the Kepnlilic if wo 
menliiin the worti *' Stallholder lake’ from ns the odium of Iho 
measure by declarintr you 4:;muot .see him deposed. We then 
m«y» without tiispleasintf our friends, espouse hin cause to u cer- 
tain de|.'ree, and wc shall botli he MalisfierP 

While the welter was ever liKrermifitf in this once prasperniia 
land, there came a yleam of hope from the Isasi, On I7tb 
August l^Hfi Prederlek the (Jrent was gathered to hi» fatliern, 
and his ne()hew hVederlck William U reigned in his wleacL Ah 
P rince Uciyal he had apoken warmly of his resolve lo right the 
wrongs of his sister, the Princess of Orange; but as King Im 
(lisnppoinlnl her hopes. 1 1 is character was despicalile. ICxlrava ^ 
gance and dissipatinn were accnunlahle fur [irivato debts utnmml'* 
ing to one million sterling at Ihe lime of his lua^ession ami soon 

' KiiriPuih nrt^ Lui (>/. ,/A On n similar |iUui| Itai rin Imt) wriuen 

in ('araMMlirii mi \fi\ Jaiuiaiy t'/Kft dmt ihr idra nf I‘oititQ keeping ilm 
.SiadhnUIrr in lii^ nml Pngliiml iheit nktiiiK him is mu inoiiMrcuis 

ihnl Frederick " iinnl iliiiik 111 iiwri^ nnviciti in iiciltliikM (M.M« Add. MHS.i 
^mth 
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after to three-quarters of a million more.* But his irresolution 
was of more serious consequence. A vicious man niay excel as 
a ruler; an unstable man, never. Frederick WilUam had scarcely 
a feature in common with the masterful race of the Hohen- 
zollerns. The contrast between him and his uncle was startling. 
In place of that silent, cynical, and dogged ruler, Berlin and 
Sans-Souci rejoiced in a handsome, affable monarch, who 
seemed made to win the hearts of all at first sight and to lose 
them on closer acquaintance. For it was found that with him 
work and policy depended on whims and moods. Swaying to 
and fro between energy and sloth, violence and timidity, he dis- 
concerted his Ministers, until they came to see that the King’s 
resolves were as fleeting as his feelings. After the first flush of 
activity wore away, languor pervaded every bureau of that 
centralized autocracy. On 6th January 1787 Lord Dalrymple, 
our ambassador at Berlin, wrote of the King: general he 

appears very indifferent about what is pa.ssiiig*^; and be further 
reported that he urgently desired to *^get rid of so irksome an 
affair” as his sister's troubles, and looked on the Prince of Orange 
as the chief cause of the dissensions in the Dutch Netherlancl.s.^ 
Another of our envoys^ with more wit than is u.sually found in 
semi-official letters, summed up the difference between Frederick 
the Great and Frederick William II by saying that the former had 
the wisdom of Solomon, but the latter resembled that potentate 
only in respect of his overflowing harem. Mirabcau’s opinion on 
the imminent downfall of the Prussian State is too well known 
to need quoting here. 

Yet the nonchalance of Frederick William in foreign affairs 
is not wholly indefensible. Confronted by the alliance of those 
scheming and unscrupulous rulers, Catharine II and Joseph II, 
he could effect little until he had the friendship of one at least 
of the Great Powers; but France was pledged to Austria, and 
England was still averse from a Prussian alliance. On 20th Octo- 
ber 1786 Dalrymple thus summed up his arguments against a 
compact with the Court of Berlin: '‘We might indeed form a 
temporary co-operation with Prussia for some particular pur- 
poses, as at present in the case of Holland, where Utile or no 
opposition is to be expected from the two Imperial Courts; but 


' B.M. Add. MSS., 28061 and 28062. Dalrymple to Carmarthen, 2oth 
October 1786, 23rd January 1787. 

^ “ F. O.,” Prussia, ii. So Luckwaldt, op, 52-7. 
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U) onter into n Rciioral atui permanent syHtcm willi I’riissm 
alone, without the cotumirence of other I’owcrM, would Ik; a 
measure, in my apprehension, perfectly frantic, and only to he 
jnslified by a combination similar to that in 1756 beinj* fornu'd 
against us." I'-our day.s Inter, after an interview with Uertzherff, 
Dalrymple wrote that a Northern I.canue between n.s ami the 
Haltie I’ower.s was out of the (piestlon thiriiiK the lifetime of 
the t'zarina, .seein^<; that 'I'nrkish schemes sUkhI first In her 
ihoujfhls, ami these hrtplied alliance with Joseph,' A,s will sluntly 
a|)pear, the l<nowlcdj.i;e which the Tiirhs had <ir these .schemes 
was to lead to the Isastern War i>f 17H7, which emied the atis- 
pcn.se he.scliirif' I’nissia and ICnfjInmI. 

h'or tlie {jresenl the isolation of these States left them in a 
most (irccarioiis position. TIu; utmost they could hope for wn.s 
to Htrii^jjfle on, waiting for a turn of l'*orliinc'.s wheel in their 
favour. The first aim cd' the Court of llerltn was to thwart the 
Austrian scheme for exchanjpny, the Uel};ic provinces for Haviiria. 
Jo.scph li still pnrsjird this phanVojn, thony,h he had his hands 
full in lliahant, where |)hilosopliisin hud aipiitt stirred np levsdt, 
and his allianeewith Catharim* poi tended w.irwith (hi* tes<'iilfnl 
Tnrivs. 1 ‘rederiek W'illiani helieved, ami perhaps i i|.;htly, that so 
lout; as the Austi" Knssian alliam e held |.;ood, I'mssia eonid lake 
mt step Uhitiewaids. He Iheteltue saw In the enlreatic". of his 
.sist(;r only u hi heme to draw him into fatal conises; and whim 
the entreaties hecame veprnarhes his answers hecame few and 
coltl." 

Unfiirtnn.itely. too, the inlhieiiee of the veteran tliplonmllsl, 
llertzber}', was wanin(j;, lieeau.so of an austere and somewhat 
superior manner which theyoiintj Kin{{ resented. 'I hal Minister 
favotircd a close umlerstandint; with Mn|,'land with a view to 
joint action at 'I'lte lla^'iie; hnl there was nsHoeinted with him 
at the I'oreifsn Ministry a collcnpue, Cinml him kenslein, who 
strongly inclined lowarrls hVaine, thwarted I lerl/ltert;'s elfoils, 
and prejmliced the KImk against an Hnj'lish alliam r.’ To add 


' II..M. AiM. M.S.S., 4 K»rfo. .Sre, Imi, " iMwIiiicsImiy Itiaoes,*' li, jij, for 
I'iiriiinrdirnS virw. •* I iicvri MmiirxiuH with l’ni*inn 

niul of I oiii nr, I frinit.u k, iirr iim luilnl/* 

^ All lhrilr .|uhhc*n of llii** tnor ‘tnvr U* »rfuir tlir ht.ttrionil of ky 
(v% }k0 llliit thr .tti r minji of Kinlritik WiHiiilo UiC nlhm* 

liort*' for Hir l*MMi r **! of ( 

^ Wiuithrri, ttf , o.i 5. 
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to the perplexities of the time, Thulemeyer, the Prussian envoy 
at The Hague, supported France; and Harris suspected him, 
perhaps rightly, of having been bought over by the Patriots and 
their paymasters. He certainly thwarted the efforts of Govtz, a 
special envoy sent from Berlin to The Hague; and finally the 
Princess of Orange begged her brother, seeing that he would not 
help her, at least not to allow Thulemeyer to act in concert with 
De Verac, the French envoy at The Hague.^ Early in May she 
sent a request for a loan of Prussian cannon in order to with- 
stand the growing forces of the Patriots, but met with a refusal. 

Matters, however, now took a turn for the better for that un- 
fortunate Princess. Latterly the Court of Berlin had sought to 
arrange with that of Versailles a plan of joint intervention so as 
to end the strifes in the United Provinces in a way not too de- 
rogatory to the Prince of Orange. But tin's proposal was accom- 
panied by conditions which were at once very tartly rejected by 
the Court of Versailles. This refusal of a friendly overture was 
to have far-reaching results, for the irritation of the Prussian 
monarch now led him to favour the idea of intervention in 
Holland. 


This brief survey will have enabled us to understand the 
gradual development of Pittas policy from strict neutrality to 
tentative and cautious activity. The change of attitude will be 
found to correspond closely with a change in Continental affairs 
which enabled him with little risk to raise his country once more 
to her rightful position. 

It is the mark of a great statesman to keep his gaze on all the 
chief matters of public interest, to weigh their importance, and 
to make his policy the resultant, as it were, of the leading forces 
and best tendencies of his age. No one who has not a clear 
vision and ripe judgement can give such an assessment and act 
on it with tact and firmness. Small minds are certain to be 
diverted towards side issues and hastily to take up questions 
which are unripe for solution. From these faults Pitt's singular 
maturity of mind and steadiness of purpose kept him free. He 
saw that the greatest of British interests was peace; and, despite 
the pressing claims of Harris at The Hague, he refused to be 
drawn blindfold into the irritating and obscure questions there 

O,," Prussia, H. Dalrymple to Carmarthen, 21st April 1787. 
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(vt Htftke, Trvtc, It w«‘< to keep th« Ifixilvtl l*r(wlHcon 

frntn bcctMniiH' (kipt^iiloiU 011 I'raucc; hut lu; iK’licvrtI tliai ilu; 
cfTiirlfi of the Piitriot'i io Ihiiltlircc.littu he curhcil hy iiicimH 

of (lijiUtiUiicj*. Nil sialeHiiKut prefei'a u xvarliki* lo a pcaiefiil 
.Hohitioo imlcMt all the rrioiirces of his own riafl have hecn 
cxhaiialnl, least nf all eonlil Ihe chatnpioii of eronoiny, who 
naturally ilisciiunled the elainoroiis appeals of Iturrl.s for help. 

There were reasons why our envoy .should urj'e I’ilt lo adopt 
a twjve forwani poUe.y. Ii\ the atitumiv <jf 1786 the f<n times of the 
Sladholder steadily declined, and the riihiH of the I’atriots on 
his (ireroKiUtves heeaine more darinj,; and .successful. In Sc()t- 
einhcr, as we .saw, he was deprived of the comnmnd of the rcKular 
forces in the I'rovitice of Holland. Ilis opponents, the Patriots, 
next slreni,'lhened their h'ree f’orp.s, drew a cordon of tmop.s 
nlon(T the frontiers of I Folland, and overthrew his authority in the 
hitherto loyal provinces, Overyssel anil Groningen. The city of 
Utrecht also defied him mid elected I'.states, while those of the 
still loyal Province of Utrecht assenihled at Aniersfoorl. Other 
town.s, even in the loyal provinces, .seemed likely to follow the 
example of Utreehl. In fare of thesefads the appeals of Harris 
for help lieniiue niore urpeiit than ever. On ;J.|th Octolier he 
wrote privately to ( 'arniarthen : " As we are afraid to threaten, 
W(! nnisl either hrihe or t'ive up the t;ame." ' lhil,reali>'in(: more 
and more Ihal the ohslai le to his forward poliey lay in the peace* 
fill resolves of Pitt, he wrote directly to him on jttlli Novemher, 
poInliiH' out that 1‘ranco was makini; ainn/.in|{ slrules every- 
where nl our expense, llinl she was on the |Hi|iit of (;nlnin|.t com- 
plete control over the United I’rovinccs, and he hinted that that 
accession to her naval strcriKik wi'tl I'cr resourccH In the Mast 
ItuUca would cimhlc her so<*n lo attack I'.rmhuul In overwhelm- 
intr atronRth. 

Much could he aaitl In favour of this view. The activity of 
I’rancc in the hhist, as we saw In the last cliapler, hud lieeii 
very thrrateninji, and it l.s clear that the schemes of St. Priest 
nnd other I'rench ll^Jents In Enyjd pointed out the path on which 
Ilonaparle set forlli with heroic .stride thirteen years later. 
UivamHofa I'Vcnch h'inpire in the Kasl haunted many minds 
nl Paris in t7kf>. On 7l\i Seple.inhor, shortly hehae the siynutiirc 
of the AiiKlo'I'reiich commercial treaty, Hailes, Secretary of 


‘ It.M, Aihl M.SS, aSi/s). 
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Legation at Paris, reported that the French Govemrnent seemed 
to be preparing for "the entire subversion” of British power m 
India: and he cynically added that when the time for action 
came, " then, as formerly, the rights of mankind will be held out 
as the pretext.” ' Even Eden sent word that there was talk ol a 
design that France should gain control over all the Dutch ports 
in the East Indies.’ When we remember that the Cape of Good 
Hope was a Dutch possession, and that the British lands in India 
were scattered and weak, we can appreciate the gravity of the 
crisis. 

The surmises of Hailes and Eden were correct. There was a 
powerful party at the French Court which worked in alliance 
with the Dutch Patriots for the control of the East Indies. They 
saw their opportunity in the bankruptcy then threatening the 
Dutch East India Company; and in the winter of 1786 the 
Patriot leader, the Rhinegrave of Salm, sent to the Cabinet of 
Versailles a plan of a Franco-Dutch alliance with a view to the 
overthrow of the British power in India. Thanks to the pacific 
views of Louis XVI and Vergennes, nothing came of the 
scheme; but the Patriots then changed front and offered to 
hand over to France the important naval station, Trincomalee, 
in the north-east of Ceylon, to serve as a place of arms for 
France in case of war. This plan had a favourable reception at 
Versailles, some of the Ministers urging that 18,000 troops 
should be sent out under the command of General de Bouill^, 
This soldier (the hero of Carlyle’s stirring account of the Mutiny 
of Nancy in 1790) states in his Memoirs’* that he remained 
some time at Paris in hopes of receiving the order for the con- 
quest of the British settlements in India; but he remained in 
vain ; for the French Cabinet found no opportunity for gomg to war. 
The events now to be described will explain the sorry ending to 
these golden hopes; and the reader will bear in mind that the 
struggle of the rival Powers for ascendancy In Holland con- 
cerned the fate of Britain’s Indian Empire no less than her posi- 
tion in Europe.'* 

^ “ F. Of France, 18. " Pitt MSS., no. " Bouilld, “ Mems.,» ch. i. 

^ Grenville during his mission to The Hague in August 1787 goL an inkling 
of the wider scheme described above, as appears in his phrase One^s mind 
at once runs to Trincomale.” So late as August 1788 Pitt was nervous about 
the fate of that port. See his letter to Grenville as to the rumour of 800 
French troops sailing thither (** Dropmore Vf ii, 280, 353). 
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All the more a'ltonlBhing, then, is lire calmness of I’ili'ji reply to 
Harris of Jlh December lyHfi. In it he cllreclcd him to do nil in 
his [K>wcr to keep In^felher the OrnnKc parly, so that it inij;ht " act 
with ndvanlane, botli for their own country and for tis, on some 
future day, if it should arrive." h’or the present, however, that 
party must " lie by," and avoid pushin({ thinRs to an extremity 
which would commit both themselves and ICiif'Inud.* 

This cautious policy was perhaps In .some measure duo to the 
KlntJ, who Hlroii^dy forward policy in the Netherlands. 
Ills chief preoccu|iation in the years 1786, 17K7, was the extra- 
va^{ancc of the I'rince of Wales and the. rapidly lncrcn.sin}f cx- 
ptMJSc of his own family, to which he refers In pathetic terms. 
'I'ho new.s of the activity of Sir James Harris at The Iln^;ue 
"much affected" him; atui when, on yth January 1787, l,ord 
Carmnrthett wrote to Wincl.sor In order to suKKcat a more eiicr- 
Kctic policy ill the Neiherlaiuh, a sharp retort came, bidding 
that Minister remember "the disgraceful conduct" of Kii(;laU(l 
in the late war, and assertiuK that be ((JeoiKe I II) refused to act 
as the Diwo-ciih sit' f>f h'.urope.’' 

I'Vom the lenour of the ICiuji's letter to Pitt fiti Hlli January 
we may infer that (’armarlben luui kept his overture to Wliutsor 
secret; ami Pitt, 011 lie.uinj; td it frotn the Kinj;, must have, fell 
pkpied at bis eollcaj'iie's action. Already they were on strained 
terms owiitj' to Pitt bavinj' insiKled on Carmurllicn'.s presence at 
Ckmrt, despite IntiispoNiiion, in order to present the l'orlU{{UCHo 
envoy; and a cldcf wlui demanded .so strict an observance (»f 
elit|ucltc was certain to resent any |»rlvnlc attempt of Ids 
P'orelRH Minister to innucncc lltc KIuk'h opinions on n far 
weightier ciudsiion. There is an apohtgeiic tone In Carmarthen's 
hitherto un[iuhl|s|iecl letter of 8lh January to I'llt Tlie first 
acntonces refer to Ida ill licnltlt, and arc omitted: 


llciulun, Jnii. H, 17H7. 

Mv mtAU Siu, 

I wisli to lay lieforr you in (on/tiUnn my letter to the King of 
yesterday, lOKclher with His Mitjesly's answer of this mornli)|{'n dale, 
which I am free to confess to you 1 ms oeensionrd me a eousuleruhio 
degree of iinensiuesH. . . . You will, 1 am sure, do ino the jimtiee to 
remark ilte iimmirr iit which I luivo NtiUed my opinion to tlie King and 
I Imve always understood your seitlimcius to be precisely the same in 

' " lirofimore 1'.," ii, JSI-J. 

» tNif., 3^7, a6H; '• I.«oiU Memoraiuln," tty. 
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regard to the object, though perhaps more cautious ^rom prudential and 
well founded motives) in the means to be employed, lam free to omi 
that, eager as I am for preventing France acquiring the absolute com- 
mand of Holland, I have always thought we might succeed by means of 
private negotiation and intrigue. The experimertt of trying to combat 
her with her own weapons would have some merit; and, convince as 
am that she has reckoned all along upon England not interfering, I 
think the present moment must not be passed by without our endeavour- 
ing to make the most we can of the Provinces which are opposed to 
Holland, and of the present firmness of the Prince and Princess of 
Orange. VAssemblh ties Notables is I think isome security for the 
pacific disposition of France, or rather for her in^ibility of indulging any 
of a contrary nature at present. I should hope wc might have a meeting 
on Thursday for the Dutch business/ 


The differences between Pitt and Carmarthen were greater 
than are here represented- and the joint influence of the 
King and Pitt prevented the adoption of the more spirited 
measures towards which he inclined. This was gall and worm- 
wood to Harris. That able envoy, looking on helplessly at the 
brilliant diplomatic successes of France, failed to see the canker 
which was eating at her heart The Assembly of the Notables 
was ** the beginning of the end/' It implied the inability of the 
absolute monarchy to carry the urgently needed reform.s or to 
meet the ordinary expen.ses of the State. Pitt saw this. Further, 
while Harris admitted that he regarded France as “a natural 
enemy,"' Pitt looked on her as a possible friend. On the Dutch 
Question alone was there keen rivalry between the two States; 
and, in view of the growing financial difficulties of France, 
delay was more than ever advisable; for her efforts abroad 
mu.st slacken as her vitality lessened under the load of debt 
that Calonne was gaily heaping up. In the meantime, until the 
Prussian monarch had the will, and England had the power, 
to intervene, Harris must continue his Sisyphus toil, and the 
Prince and Prince.ss must suffer further indignities. Such was 
Pitt's policy. To our envoy it seemed unbearably mean; but it 
won in the end, and all the more surely for the delay. A 
Minister at the centre can often see things in truer perspective 
than an ambassador who is, after all, only at one point on the 
circumference. 

Harris continued stoutly to roll the stone uphill Me helped 
' Pitt MSS., 151. 
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la farm an AsHocialinn of llu; I’roviiices, Iowiik and persons 
opiumul lo any chan|.;c iit llio ctinaliuilioii; mul, as ihc SlacU 
holdiT in lli<; early parL of 1787 sluiwat far more spirit and luct, 
llu; I’aUatlM foiiiul il lij' no means easy U; push ihe stone liack- 
wanls. Harris d<a:lared on ;!Oll> April 17H7 tlml the popular 
liuliKnalion ran stKUii'ly atpdnsl the I'nlriuls, who had not one* 
lwenlit;th of the people rni ihcir .sale. This Is incredible; but 
It is (luilc certain that his activity anil the less dctcrinliicd 
policy of Montnuirin, the successor of Vcrucniics at Versailles, 
pul new heart into the Slndhohlcr'.s parly. Ncvcrlheless, the 
I’alriols carried the day at Ainslcrdain by sheer niulncily, and 
compelled the Re^'enls, or nnifjisiratcs, lo dismimi nine of their 
ntnnhcr, This act of violence, lof;ellier with the increasing 
activity of William V and Ihe signs of wavering at Versailles, 
led Harris to rci|UcsL an hilerview with Ministers at Whitehall.' 
He also I tore a letter of the I’lincess lo (leorgo III, which met 
with no favourable response. 

A (sd)inel meelingwaslield on ~’jrd May 17K7, at which Harris 
was present, and sniimilled his opinions to a full disenssion. 
Miuislers met at 'rinn low's house for iliiiner ; and he in due cimrsc 
launched foilh on the lioidihsl sea of Dutch politics, slating at 
great length the arguments ag.diisl iiiloi veiition, then tearing 
them to pin es, and dirlaiiiig even (or war with I’ r.nice, if the need 
arose. Riclniiond, Master of the Ordnance, called for maps, dis- 
ciissed the inilitiiry .siinalion, and urged the need of speedy pro- 
IMialinns, i'ill then admitted lh<; inimeiisc iinporliincc of inu* 
serving the independence of Holland, and of facing war us n 
poNsihIc, blit not probable, idlcrnaiivc; then, turning lo Harris, he 
(ircBacd him to way which emirwe involved the greater risk, that 
of uppowing Krance at once before she entirely dominated the 
Dutch Ncihcrlniuis, or ilmi of awaiting the Issue of her present 
efforts. I Ic also nsked what kind of help the Orange party most 
needed. In reply to thin and to .similar iiucHlions from Tliurlow, 
1 burls urged that money should he Hiipplictl, e.specially lo iho 
I'rovincc of (nielderlami ; he dcclaicd that the supporters of Iho 
consiiinlion would prohaldy he ovcrhoriie if they were not 
helped by ICiiglinxI; llial h’laiice was not hi such a coiulilion ua 
to go lo war ill order lo coiuiucr Ilolhind, lait that when ahe 

• Mnlmeiliiii y 1 Jiiiries," ii, j,//. “ I iiin 1 ufiiui) if wc bcB'n '» 
will sliiink lieloious'TlIttrria In dniianiilioii. Sill May). Hoc, loo, Widlehen, 
by. 
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had the upper hand there she probably would throw down the 
gauntlet. Stafford then declared in favour of intervention. 
Nevertheless, Pitt held firmly to his conviction, that no case was 
yet made out for a course of conduct which might possibly lead 
to war and so blight the budding prosperity of Great Britain. 
Carmarthen and Sydney did not speak. We may plausibly 
conjecture that the silence of the Foreign Minister betokened 
his disapproval of Pitt's views and his inability to controvert 
them. 

So far as we can judge, Pitt alone was for complete neutrality. 
Nevertheless, his view prevailed. An interview which Harris had 
with him on the morrow did not change his sentiments; but, on 
26th May, the Cabinet agreed to allow our envoy the sum of 
£ 20,000 so as to enable the loyal provinces to take into their 
pay the troops which had been disbanded by, or had deserted 
from, the forces of the Province of Holland.* On joth June the 
further sum of £^ 0,000 was advanced.’ 

Pitt's resolve was doubtless based on the difficulty of gaining 
an ally, for, as we have seen, the King of Prussia had recently 
refused the request of his sister for a loan of cannon and was 
proposing to concert plans with France for a joint mediation in 
Dutch affairs,’ How was it possible for England alone to inter- 
fere for the Prince and Princess of Orange while their natural 
protector was making advances to their enemy? So little hope 
was there at present of aid from Prussia that on 12th June Car- 
marthen expressed to Harris his belief that the Orange party 
would get more help from the Emperor Joseph than from 
Frederick William. The torpor of that party was another 
depressing symptom. Time after time Carmarthen informed 
Harris that if the Prince’s supporters desired help, they must be- 
stir themselves: they had as yet the majority of the regular 
army and of the States-Gcneral on their .side; and a fit use of 
this strength would save the situation. 

Despite the efforts of Harris, the Patriots continued to gain 
ground. At the end of May their partisans wrecked the 
houses of the Prince’s friends at Amsterdam, and crushed the 
reaction in his favour which had gathered head.* On isth June 
the States-General decided, on the casting vote of the President, 

> “ Malmesbury Diaries,” ii, 303-6, > « f. O.,” Holland, 14. 

F. 0 ., Prussia, ii. Ewart to Carmarthen, t9th and 22nd May 1787. 

* "F. O.,” Holland, 14. Harris to Carmarthen, ist June. 
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lo ndmil th« dcpiUios sunt by Ibo iHcv^ul KhViilcs of tbc city of 
Utrecht. Thi.H i^iivc .1 hare majority to the Patriots, who then 
(iroceeded to do|>rivo the Stadholder of the ri^hl to order the 
march of troops or the tiiilrilmlion of .stores in the i>n>vinces 
outside llollaial. !ouir days later, however, Harris was able to 
procure ttu* r<*jei titiu of tliis decree as ille^'al; amt it was further 
decided that tlie Ksiates <if Utrecht meeliity at Amersfoort were 
the Iqjal h'.slales of lliat province ami could alone semi deputies. 
Of cfuir.se this (:han|,'e of fretnt has been ascribed lo Kn^jlish 
tfedd, and cerlahily it was due lo Harris. Thi.s reluiff lo the 
Patriots urrrl the voyneas of the French (!ourt to iheiv rrrgcnt 
d<’mand.s for help may have led lo the formalioii of a re.s(>ivc 
which wa.s to end the balnncin^'.sof alalcsmen ami the even pulls 
of (larlies. The solution of the Dutch problem was, in the (Irsi 
luHiance, due to a woman'.s wit. 

About the middle of the month ol June the Princess of 
C^ranv'c frainerl a plan for le.ivim' her city of vefut'e, N'ymcnuen, 
ami proceedinjt to 'I'he Ihupie willi the aim of inHpirtnt.t her 
crestfallen [lailis.tns. Hitherto the* Orantie parly had shown the 
torpor whl< h is liie onleome of poor leadership. (K the Prime 
of Oraiijje it inif'ht have lieeii said, as it was said of l.onis XVI, 
that he cooled his frlemls and healed his foes; lint his coiistiri 
had the fire and energy which he lueheth H.irris once confessed 
that her frank, bine eyes conhl be “ dant'eoais''; and in many 
way.H her [iresrnce proiniserl to breathe new life into licr parly. 

Ah the Journey to ‘'Phe Haync wonhl Involve some, risk of in< 
suit from the b’ree t'orps which formetl a cordon <m the frontier 
of the Province of HullamI, she proceeded first to Amcrafoort, 
where her consort was holdlntt toi'clhcr his parlisans in the 
I’rovincc of Utrecht, in order to uniii his consent lo lliia daring 
step. Thereafter she wnrtjed Harris and her chief friemlM at 'I’he 
Haf»ae of her resolve, and asked their Hanction, nddiiiK that the 
ma^'nllnde of the object at slake impelled her to run s«une 
measure of personal risk In order to compass it. Harris «uw 
objections to ihe plati, Inti yiekle«i to Ihr rc|»rescnlalitins of the 
Dnlchmrtc I le, however, staled to (atrimii then his doubts whether 
she could imdce her way lhrou('h the bodies of armetl burt'hers, 
and asketl bis chief for inslriiclioits as to his eoiir.se t»f action in 
case any violence were olTcicrl lo Her Uoyal lil^hncsH,' 



' " Maltittislniry ntiiilci," it, jjj. 
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His apprehensions were in part to be realized. The princess 
set out from Nymcguen on 28th June with the ordinary retinue. 
While seeking to enter the Province of Holland near Schoon- 
hoven, she was stopped by a lieutenant commanding a body of 
Free Corps, who refused to allow her to proceed; his action was 
endorsed by the authorities; and she was obliged, though with- 
out much personal indignity, to put up at the nearest house 
where the lieutenant kept her and her ladies-in-waiting under 
close and embarrassing surveillance, until she consented that the 
question of her journey should be decided by the Estates of 
Holland. Then she was allowed to return to Schoonhoven, 
where she indited letters to the Grand Pensionary and others, 
declaring that her sole aim was to promote a reconciliation. The 
Estates of Holland refused to allow her to proceed, and she had 
finally to return to Nymeguen. This insult to royalty sent a thrill 
of indignation through every Court but that of Versailles. 

Before describing the political results of the incident, \vc may 
pause to ask whether the plan of the Princess's journey was the 
outcome of the fertile brain of Harris. That was the insinuation 
of the French Foreign Minister, Montmorin, and it has often 
been repeated.' The charge has never been proven ; and the 
following reasons may be urged against it. Harris certainly 
hoped to profit by her prc.sence at The Hague, but obviously he 
doubted the possibility of her entering the province. Further, on 
29th June, when he heard of her detention, lie wrote to Car- 
marthen: "The event which has happened oversets our whole 
plan. Check to the queen, and in a move or two checkmate is, I 
fear, the state of our game.*' Not yet did he see that the check 
might be worth a Prussian army to the Orange parly. All he 
saw was the present discouragement of that party, and the 
timidity of the States-General of the United Provinces, who now 
refused to censure the outrage. Carmarthen saw more clearly. 
" Don't be so disheartened by a check to the queen," he replied, 
" Cover her by the knight and all's safe. . . * If the King, her 
brother, is not the dirtiest and shabbiest of Kings, he must 
resent it." 

But had the Princess throughout laid her plans with a view to 
such an event? In this connection it is significant that Frederick 

^ " Auckland Journals,” i, 52s > Oscar Browning, "The Flight to Varennes 
and other Essays,” 163. 

^ " Malmesbury Diaries,” ii, 329. 
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VVllliftin of I'liissiu had latlorly hIujwo j,jrfal irrilaUon a|;ainat 
Ihe Coiirt of VinsaillcH lo its suiitmary icji-clUtn of his 

offer of ti joint iiualialioii in the Diildi troiil)lcs, Monlmorin 
ciii lly declined cv«*i y one of the preliminary terms which licrlz- 
hert{had sneeeeiled in appendini.' lollial proposal. I Fealsohlamcd 
the SliulhoUlei for all the ferment, and slalcd that, if the I’russian 
monarch intervened in favonr of the Oriinme. party, he would 
"only eompiomisR himself to his entire loss.'" 'fhls nuf'^'lnp; 
reply to a friendly overture cut the sensitive monarch to the 
(piich; he .sent a spirited rcmon.strnnce, declaimed against the 
haci faith of the h'rcnch Government, and stated that he meant 
now to complete his own (ilans in Holland, that he ho|)cd to 
Inive the support «>f hmf'land, ami miKhl draw the sword sooner 
than was expected.' ICwart expected little result from nil this; 
hut he was mistaken, h'retlerick William was a man of senti- 
ment; and the appeal which now came from Holland was one 
that .stirred his heiiii.' to its depths. 

‘i'lie I'rincrss, on hcarit^j of his reseotnienl ajjainsi h’rance, 
seems to hiivr devisetl a coitiNe of action which would he likely 
to make this mood lastini.'. Harris H-ported on .!.;nd June that 
on the day lirldie, “in consispirnce of a courier (ioin lierlin, the. 
Primrs*. nf t)i.mi;e, a few hours after he arrived, lell Nymenueii 
and set out lio’ /\mersfdo(l. .SJie had time to write l<i nohody, 
ami the cause of this .sudden de|)arlure Is not to he ({ucssediit."' 
The short jiuirncy to Ameisfoort was for the purpose ciescrihed 
above. That the Princess was uctiiiK in chtse concert witli her 
hrrilher, and that Harris knew nothhiff as to llic mollvcn of her 
conduct further appear in Htatcmenls which (stran|{c to say) are 
omitted from hi.s despatch of ^sih June, |»rintcd in the 
" UlnricM." He Informed Carmarthen that she was sending 
a courier to Merlin, and that the present plan "completely does 
away all the ideas which have been very prevalent here fitr lhc.se 
three or four «hiy,s, that His Prussian Majesty was so Irritated at 
the late answer fr«tm hVance as to he deddetl to assist the 
Prince of Oran^m with men and money." Ohvionsly the ^;ullc of 
Mir J.iines Harris was of the diplomatic, not of the feminine, 
kind. I•lnthel, the fact that the Primes*, ti.ivellcd with a rethuie 


' " K. l).," I'nisiin, ti. Kw.ir« tii t.’nrMurllwii, 61I1 Jniin 17H7. Kwiiri wn« 
IXKV nl Dnrliii, l)>iltyiii|)lQ Ikiviiik k"'"' Iuhius un fiirlaiiKit. 

lit) dill nca rctiua, niwl I'iwivti hciiiintt siKbAssiultir ttt Au){ti«t 17UH. 

' iUtt, Ivwiih'b Iliac of jorli June. ’ " V. O.," Ilullniul, 15. 
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made it almost certain that she would be stopped by the cordon 
of Free Corps on the frontier of Holland. If her chief aim had 
been to arrive at The Hague, she would have gon« in disguise; 
for only so could .she hope to pass through the troops. Her cliief 
aim surely was to be stopped; and the more contumeliously, 
the better for her purpose. 

Her letters written after the incident show that she desired to 
reap the full advantage from it On 6th July Harris reported 
her expectation that, if England proposed to Prussia a plan for 
rescuing the Republic from France, it would be well received at 
Berlin; and that she grounded her confidence in the reports of 
those who knew the King of Prussia well. Ew»art also on lOth 
July stated that she had written to Berlin in terms implying that 
the honour of the King was at stake fully as much as her ownJ 
With these proofs of the discouragement of Harris, and of the 
keen insight of the Princess before us, may we not infer that she 
deliberately chose to submit herself to an insult from the Patriots 
in order to clinch a resolve which she knew to be forming in her 
brother’s mind? His anger against France might then be fanned 
to a flame of resentment fed by injured family pride. 

Fortunately for her purpose, the Estates of Holland waived 
aside the demand of the King of Prussia for immediate and 
complete satisfaction for the insult; and Frederick William 
vowed that he would exact vengeance at the sworeVs point. 
Hertzberg now saw within his reach the great aims which Ewart 
and he had so long pursued, an Anglo-Prussian compact which 
might ripen into alliance. Rut it was a task of much difficulty to 
stiffen that monarch’s wavering impulses. Hertzberg rightly saw 
that English influence should not at first be pushed;^ and only 
when the King’s resentment at the insult began to cool, were the 
wider questions of the future discreetly opened to his gaze. Here 
again the situation was complicated ; for Finckenstein worked on 
his feats of an attack from Austria, if he intervened in Holland; 
and Thulemeyer, the Prussian envoy at The Hague, darkened 
the royal counsels by sending an official warning that Prussia 
must expect no help from England, even if France struck at the 
Prussian expeditionary corps. Ewart, however, was able to show 
that this report closely resembled an earlier one from the same 
source. The only result, then, was to discredit Thulemeycr and 

' F, O.,” Holland, 15; “F, 0 .,” Prussia, 1 1. 

* Luckwaldt, op, r/V,, 66, 67. 
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nwc the Wily for Iuh ilisj'iacit. When furUicv frioiully imiivancca 
finu! fmiii llte I'itl Miiiisiiy, iMcdi'iick VVilliaiii ijiivc mtlcrs for 
he imi.sU!i'ini.f of 2.S,o<X) tmojiH lU his forlress of VVcsol on the 
iiwor Rhhu*. Mveo ntiw hi* was afilicU'd hy the irresohuion 
k-hich for s(t joaoy years was to imialyzc the power of his 
lom ; ami it is doulitfnl whe.ther he wiuiltl have ivcleil at all hut 
or the initiiilive iiow taken hy the Prime Minister of luighiiul.* 
IMtl's rhiioKe of nUiliule at this lime is (he decisive: event of 
he sitnatioii. At once, on hearliH( llm news of the Insult to 
he Princess <if Oraufjc, he saw that the lime for action had 
lime. In ii personal interview with ('ount l.iisi, Prussian nm- 
lassador at f.ondon, he pointed out tliat this was a matter 
rhlch solely concerned the I’russian monarch, nnci in which 
■’ranee lind no ri^du to interfere.’ Geori^e III spoke in the .same 
erins to I.usI at a /eerV. iMirthcr, on the receipt of Kwart's 
Icspalch of 7lh July, reporliny that Pill luul declared afralnst 
iny intervention whatever hy frieal Ihiliiin, ('nrmarlhen sent n 
harp denial, and .staleil that diplomalic support would have been 
iffei ed earlier to Prussia in I hitch affairs, hut for the .slran('e 
ondufl of 'I’lmleiuryer at The Untile. If that eondml dal not 
epresrnl the wishe'i of tile Piiissiaii (lovernmcnl, llis Majesty 
will he extremely ready lo enter into a most eonfaleiilial com- 
nmiiealion with llis Prussian Majesty "on (he means of pre- 
erviop the iialepeiuieine of the I )nteli Repiihlle and the rit'hls 
if the Sladholdcr. t!arrnarlhcn added the important information 
hat Monlnmrin had declared that l'‘rance would not thwart the 
'ruHslao monarch's resolve lo ipdii reparation (or the Imsult. 
I'hal ijucstion he deelared lo he totally (liHliuel from an inlcr- 
erenee in (ho domc.slie n/Tairs of (he Rcpuhllr, which ml([ltl' he 
elllcd uinicahly liy a joint mediation of the Powers most con- 
;crned in them, namely, the luTi|)Cror, (ireal Krilnin, Primsla, 
Old h’rance. I he draft of this important despatch closed with 
his .sentence, in Pill'.s haiidwri(in({; "Could such a umlcr- 
ilandioK he a^rcetl on, there can he lillle doubt that the. alfairs of 
ilolland wouUl he. se.itled in an amiciihle way, to the salisfuclUm 
il ail lluise who are iiiteiesicil in the welfare of the Republic. " ’ 


' Wilut hrii 17H, •/>)) tiiilili (li.a (-'irilrrii k Williiiiii’s l)(->iiiaiiiii ■ iiiittt from 
riitieiM aliinii ilie I'liinttsiliiiiul <ii’ ilie Imiic lltai l•'l(lnlr winitd juiii in a 
le.itcUil iiinliiUiiiii ill I IiiIJiiikI. 

’ I.usi's rriitiii Ilf I7ili July i.in kwiilili, •'/>. c//., fiK. 

* " (•■. lJ.,''l'fii'isi(t, It. ( (ifiiiiirtlirn III Iswitri, lytlijiily. Tlioroiditollilngln 
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(t \H cittnr, ihc'n, Uu\t Pitt rneant I'ruNsia ti) 

enerKolic actiun, in case ilic ICsiatrs of I Inllaml tiiti ihu j.jr.uu full 
re|mralitui for ihrinsult; l)nt \\v. In«ikr<l on that Nirp inrrrly as 
preliminary to the tUhern whicli \vnul<l thr \vhi»lr <iursiiun 

liy a peaceful mediation <»f the hiur iVavers abovr named. On 
learninti that the hanperor had r\-pr(‘^'»ed his frlrndly inlercNi in 
the Prince of Orai^je and his atipnn-al of Prussia's mndmi, the 
ln»rcif^n Ollue scmiI off a despatch to Keilli» Aiid»ass.idnr 

at Vienna, hirtdiri^j him to urf^e his at live co operalioii '^md in 
make it, if p(»ssilde, the means of r*.iahlisliiuj;[ a mrdial and ton-* 
fidenlial corirspniuimce with th.ii t‘omi In hiturr.*'* Joseph l( 
dl(i not ivs|naid le» this frinulty propo*.al, probably liciatise of 
trouiiles lowering; in ibe Miisi. Hm ibe imidrni proves the 
reiuctancf of iiur h'oitdpji ( JOire to ad with Pnis^ia almir, and 
ai«t> ils hope's of a jHai’efnl nitMliation in Unlt h alfairs Ac:« 
cur<linf( to news K-ceivi d from Pitris, hVaiu r dir! iml seem likely 
to oppose Prussia’s adion, and even favourcHl ilie m heme of a 
joint metlliilion of the three Ptivvers, vvhii h were tljen on eordial 
UTtns.* 

Inaplte of the frimtlly assnraners that tame front latndon, 
aitd the manly ailvice of llerl/heri;, hVrderlck Willi.on itmtimtefl 
to vacillate in his usual manner. As we have seen, he had 
recently CiKpirlled with the notion of a mediation ronjoinily 
with h*iaiire alone; but, despite its curl rcjertlon by the Oourt 
of Versailles, be now reeurretl to a wituilar scheme/ If l*rante 
had playcil her cants well, she inlr'lu even ihrtt liavr won itie day 
at llerllti. 

The conduct *if the I'Vench (Jovernmrnt at this crisis Is hard 
tn fathom. Its swift and muucountidile chan|,'rs may |>erhap^ 
be cxplidned by the altenude triumph of iH'atehil and w«trlike 
cQun«el» lit the Minisiiy, whith in the mmuh iif August vimltr- 

this (le«i{mtth whii l» warrant*) llta staleniem nf ihr Mitnr nf ihr ** Maimrnbury* 
Diftrictt'' (ll» iliat we dim larrrnl PitioQia rtoiird tf Krancti 

Attacked licri nnd prnntHcd tu make a ilrmnn^irauim wait l«uiy tthips nf die 
line. That wa^ rua projKoed uani die mldiM^ nl ^epinfiiUc^r, m rcfd^ la 
Krench ihrcrtt«. 

' '* K. ()./* Aiifttfia, M. Kelih an .ird dialed ihai dir* Kmperar waji 

(rimidly in im, bat he wiim dm tiliy af Kmiu r, ihnii^h he wmitd ant aci wah 
her in tlm Duic h Quc^^ilon. 

* 'M'\ O.," Pfuiaiw, 1 1. Cammrihen in Kwart, ayth July. 

* WInichm, ai, shown dmt Wilhelmina hcr^rlf warkctl hard in tlid^uade 
her hrulher fmai u mtdiatian canjuindy wjdi Fran*#*, 
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went some alteratuMis. I'owartls Great UriUnn tl\e lone was at 
first r|uile rcassnrin^j, a fact which may he uscrilKu! In the frienclly 
relations hrlween Montiuovin ami hltlen. Our envoy had visiusl 
fanulon in July» ami lhen:f<ire, on his return to I'aris at the eml 
oT the imaith» Adly knew the IiUenlluns of Ins ehiefs. 'rh<*ir 
|)aelfic ualure appeared in a proposal, which he was cluir^^cd lo 
make In Monlmorin, for the diHCtmtlnuance of warlike prepara- 
tions on liolh siiles until such time ns notice mi|^du l>e ^(iven 
fur llu'ir renewal. On .|th Au^pist tile hVench Minister Cf>r(iially 
retsMVisI this proposal/ and it was acted (»n with sincerity until 
the crisis iif the middle of Septeinher* Hut Ivlen somt ftnind 
that the hVencl^ C'ourt Inteiuletl forcibly to intervene If the 
Prussian tnjops entered llie United Provinces, and that Monl- 
inorin had rejectcrl the recent pro|josal from lierlin forn hVanco- 
Prussian intcrvcnlicuu'* 1 [ere, .surely, the iMcneh Minister com» 
miUed a surprisin^^ hinnder. Tlie traditional friendship between 
their (aairls sliouUl Imve led him to welcome a proposal which 
would have kept l'ai^{land entirely out of the question. Prolmhly 
he counted on |)roeurin^i: heller terms from llte rver complaisant 
tVmrt of Uerlin. If so, he mred e^-pr^ptaisly. \\y repellinu the 
advance's Prussia, lie threw that Power inh* llu: arms of 
Great Prilain; and l*itt was sinewtl enoiq^h to ucconl a hearty 
welcome. 


‘ F. i I./' Fraiu e, 45. Kde-n Ui (’unnimlwii, 41)1 Auk«sI r/H?. 

* /ht/.t tidi AUKUnl. 
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CHAPTER XVI ! 

THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE 

This treaty produced an effect throughout the whole of Europe by its 
mere existence, without military preparations or force of arms.— VON SvnEL. ; 

Pitt has already astonished all hiurope by the alacrity of the late annament, i 

and his name as a War Minister is now as high as that of his father ever 
was.— The Eari. of Mornington to the Duke of Rutland, 17th j 

October 1787. 

T he events described in the last chapter had brought j 

England and Prussia to a crisis at which, despite their : 

strong mutual suspicion^ common action was imperiously needed i 

in order to save the Dutch Netherlands from French domination, I 

As we have seen, no British statesman had ever acquiesced in 
the supremacy of France in that country; and it is clear from ’ 

the British archives that Pitt now took a keen interest in f 

thwarting her designs. The draft of the official answer to Eden's f 

despatch of 4th August 1787 is entirely in Pitt's writing, and it !' 

was sent without alteration or addition by the Foreign Minister, 

Lord Carmarthen — an unusual circumstance, which shows the 
masterful grip of the chief over matters of high import In this ; 

despatch, of loth August, he welcomed the assurance of Mont- ’ 

morin that warlike preparations would be stopped until further 
notice. Great Britain would, however, renew them after due 
notice if France assembled a force at Givet, on the Belgian 
border. He then referred pointedly to rumours that French 
transports had sailed for Amsterdam — a measure wliich would 
prejudice ** the great work of conciliation which it is so much 
the object of the two Courts to forward and promote." French 
ships were also reported as laying in stores of food in British 
ports, a proceeding which would have been stopped but for the 
friendly assurances now received. He then referred to the 
invitation of the loyal provinces of Friesland and Zealand, that 
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Great lirilaiti woiiUl itjcdiulu on tlieir liehalf, uiul hintcti lliat 
ll»Ls mifjhl be done. 'I'lie tiespatcli clcj.sed with ihe following 
clignitled rcinun.straiuo on ihe .siilyect of ilie uiUiages of Uic 
Free CoipK in Holland: 


I nni here also iinilei ih<^ |«iinful lu trssily of adding that the eoiulucl 
IjcUI in the I'mvinet! of Hollniui, ftjtparenily instigated by those who 
hiivi* all along a)i|iei\retl the inatriinients of i•‘rnnct•, seems to increase, 
instead of rliininishing in virdence. I enclose a copy of an nddresn 
[ircM’iiied by the hree Can pH of that Province, which it is intended that 
you should show to M. de Mjonimorin |, It cannot escape that Minister 
Itnw little such a sle|) is cniculalcd to promote an accuinmodatioit ora 
suspension of hostilities, which his language so strongly recommends.' 


Meanwhile Pilt had .sent In's cousin, William Wyndhnin 
CJrcnvillc, to collect informaLion at The Hague. A.s wc .stiw In 
Chapter XII, the aUaiitn)ent.s of that young .slalc.sinati, Ihen 
Paymaster of the iMirces, were eminently .sound. Ili.s hard anti 
practical naUire. stood In amlrast to the sensilive. ami itnagina- 
livt: Iliinis, about whom (leorgc 111 irenchanlly wrote to Pitt, 
that be was so easily discouraged that it was well he held no 
military lommaiul. Probably Pill held llie .sunie opinion abonl 
1 Ian is, whose foi w.ird policy he had long held in cheek. That 
llu'ie w<fi .some wiilespieail distrn.sl of him i.s clear from ihe 
obseivalioii of the l)iil<e of Uor.sel, lhal "he was pliiying lltc 
ilevil al The llagne.’" Ill imy case, il wu.s well U) have in- 
tlepcnilenl advice, and the selcelion of .so young ii man aa (iren- 
ville is a iribiitc lo Ins prudence and abilily. 

Hu renchcti Tliu Hague on joih July, and during his .slay of 
about lUrcu weeks Huccectled in ulcaring up many poinlH pre- 
llnilnary to the mediation. The Icllcra which paa-sed belwcen 
him and Pill bespeak a resolve on both .sides lo .sellle inallerH 
peaceably if possible. 'Ihc fullowing sentence in Pill's leller of 
l.st Angiisl is noleworlhy: " U is very nialcrial lhal oiir frieiulH 
sboiild iiol lose ihe .superiorily of force within the Rt^ptiblic, while 
we are laboming lo prolect il ironi inleiTeience from willmtil," 
Six ilays lalcr lie wrote lhal ihu pro.speet wa.s still ravuurabic, 


' " y, V'liUK r, 

^ '*AuiklrtiMi JniiriiitH," 1 , Lintl [ in n loUcr tif 13th 
Otiohcr \yWf m l.tml CTuli^ilr fiUUnl tiuil tiiriivillr’h wii*» nnl ciud lo 

Uarnn (“ C’iulitlc 65^). Uui iWi^ la ma very tUmlaful In 
view of (he lelicin Imtwrcn PiU nnd (treiivillr. 
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l>ut lliat, if I'rcMuh InnipH wt*n: in nssnnblr ;\i (liviM, il mipjil hr 
uactlful In rcsiiinr naval prrpiiratinns, sm ah In trasMirr rnissia.* 
Ivqvmlly hnpnflil in Iniir is his Iril^r ul* -NhI Aiiyiisl In h*»ul 
(*omwallis, { invc*mnrAit*nriiit t>f Iihiia. Aitrr mil (li.u 

(fical Ihit.iin mnlil nnl allnw In Usniiu* nf 

ihc l)nUli Nrlhrrlaiuls, aiitl thrrc-hy iuhl rnMiinnusly in hrr 
naval slrmnlh and lu‘r pnwrr nt' ay^pr^ anit in linlia, hr r\. 
prrssrd ihr laipr lhal ihr icirdi.itinii iif ihr ihrrr Ttiui-rs wsailrl 
lake plate; hnl, failin^j an api»lnj;y limn ilte h’slales *•! llnlland, 
the (Cinf.m»r riU'^Nia wniihl m*h*r hi* tinnps min (hat prntiinr^ 
and lake steps lur inainlainiiij' itie jii a lij^hls nl (hr Sladlntldrr 
and ihe inn^lilulinit and intleprinirni e nl llie Rt -pidilii II war 
hli^ki" mit, t t'lnwallis was al ‘anr In arike al llie I Uih li srlllr 
inrnl nf diinrmnah e» hi t^relnn; whih- a l«iiie li<*in l.nyjand 
Wnuld l»e sent In ledihi* (he t apenf (iiMkil Unpr llir jiisl si^pi 
in (*1(14 li^tlri . nf ihr ttupniiaine whit h he a((>nhed In that 
post.* 

Despile suspirimi'i si^pis In ihe mnliaiv, Ihr hreiu h i aliinri 
at that lime prnhahly wislird hn a jHMielid inrdialinit, tail Ihr 
(kmrU tif 1 .midnn and Vrrsadlrs ditlerril diaiplv as In the way 
nf at'llnn. IhHl iind (*armarlhrn heltl lhal irparaiinii (n the Kin^' 
nf Prussia fnr (hr iiendl In his sisier was a piirriy persntial adkir, 
dislini'L Irmn (hr pnlitiiul issues. hVaiue nmv dmiril ihis; she 
helilllrd ihr afTrmd In ihr Puiu rss, and hidmrd llir h sUilrsnf 
Ildllaiul In frainr an apnln^ty width was in thr mam a jnslifita 
linn n( ihrir emnlm t 11 Mitiilninnii liail pres'^rtl lhal Ualy (n 
(nakr an adrcpialr apnlnyy, it wtadd terlainl) havr l»rrn Inrilp 
(;tindi4^, I hr slilf net kniiirss nl llu* fvaalr t nt ((tdlaitd Was 
due tu ihrir expn latit*n td annrd sn|i|w«rl frmn hrain r if inallrrn 
came In ihr swnid; and (hr at limi nl ihe Marquis dr Verat-i Ihc 
Kreiuh rnvny, jiisiifird ihrir enidnlrmr. 

In Irnlh, Kreinh pnlity wnrr ilitrrrml asjKH ls a( Paris and at 
The Iliqpir. MmilMMirin assumed an air rif iitjuml inntKrnce 
when Kdrn Uansmiltrd (<» him Pills rrmnuMiamrs On 15 th 
Antpiftl hr imlt^nanlly drnird the Iriilli nf ihr rmnnurs al«iut 
Krcriih iransfwtrls sniliiq^ In Itnlland and i»l ihr Intnl nnpplirs 
drawn from Kn('land. Hr ahai mmplainrd **f thr harshness nf 
PilpN reference tn the a^ksrmliliitf; nf irmip»i at (#ivrR an at linn 

' Rfttpiaore I*.," Fnr ihe iniitsihan nf (•renville m ’(he lUnun 

and Ihirltt, sea i«y arlklQ in ihe Kn^. lli«L K«v.*’ fnr Apnl 

» Pin MSS » inj. 
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which wan n natural rnK^rL U> lha muster of PrusHians at iheir 
fortress nf Wesol on tlur Uhiric; an<l he tn<*r(*ly lann;lual at tlu? 
ucUIrcss of the Free (!tirps/ A week later Faleo repnitetl that 
Monlinnrin was anxious to settle the Dutch lroul>les [leace- 
fuHy ami s|peniny, ;uul wtmltl therefore recall Liu; ov<*r-/c»at(uis 
V6vi\v. from The llavtucs I*itt» luiwevee^ rcfu.s<ul lo allow that 
ITnssia was (*Nree<lin^r lutr just rl^jhts in clniininjr satisf.ietion 
for the insull. The Ht way of t?ntlitit{ tlie inaLler, he arr;iic<l, 
wtmhi he (or the Itstules of Holland to uj»tihi}.;i/e frankly mul 
fully, wluseupon the three Ihnvei’s must insist on the rlispersal 
and disarming' of llm I'^^ree thorps ns a needful prelitiiiimry to 
the joint inerlialion.’ On 2M\ Au^^ust Falcn heard that tlir hVeiich 
Ctovcrninenl wcpuld not form the cam|> at (Jivel, it helii^ inuier- 
stood that the Prussian monarc h would limit liis elainiH to tlic 
t^ainin^f of personal satisraetioiu which hVance proiniseci to pro- 
cure from Ihe Itslates of nnllaiid. Thin weleoino iicnvs led Pitt 
to ex|>reHs the lin|te ilml an arpecmuait wcpiild at om:c' lu' framcMl 
for slo|)iuC4^ llie excesses cif the hVee; Oorps, 'riui’N so far as 
uur dealiiip/i with Moulmorin ran,lh(’re hcumiusI, ev(*n at the; (;nd 
of Aiiuusl 17 ^ 7 , the; likrlihoocl c»f a peatc'ful scathMiusU, A 
sitpial proof of Pill’s liii[>etulness is alfordcat hy his leller of 
aHlIi An||Usl lo {‘ornwallis at (*aU:uita. In the. lu* speaks of 
llie need ol sr*UliM|.j die perstmal cpieslion helwern tlu* Kiiij.; of 
Prussia and llie l^^l,lles of llolhnid as (ircdinunary to the (.pnieral 
actllcrnenl of du* dispute. Fvcii t»r tliut he eherishrd lu>pes» Imt 
ho deemed caution and preparation so tuninenlly necessary an 
to order the despatcli of nimlher rejjirncnt to IhunhayP 

In Irudi, the central knot of the whole tnntjle was at The 
Ilnffue. Ill order to undtM>iland the iioaition there we inust 
romcmliar dml the StateN-Genoral, reprcHOiitinM; tlie Uniem, liad 
not called on hVance for aid, in niNC* of luistilitieH, *rUanl<.s lo 
tlic akill and priwile influence of I larrls, a majority of tlml laaly 
fllill u|ilield the claims cpf the .Siadholder, deprecated any appeal 
to the ( 'onrt of Versailles, ami .sta4jht to procure fi<im dn^ Isstales 
of 1 lollaiul an a|iohj^[y to die ICinj; of Prussia. 'Tlie Issi.Ue i, how- 
ever, stoutly nduscsl to {.jive anylhinn; rnorc^ than a cninplacenl 
cxplaMalioii of ilu* im ldcsil, ‘The apiril wliieh animalefi lhal 
usscmhly appears in die comment i>r one of the' leadinn PatriolH 

' “K n V'laiar, :j 5. KUrn Ut Curmnrihru, U»t)i iptiy. 

* //if/, (juiu^uihni o» Mtkn, 341)1 AiikuM. 

* V\\\ MtSS., hi4; am) I orn^aUifi t nrirnp./* i, ;i3,V7‘ 
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oil the JVtissInn (illimaliim: "A sovcrciKn hiidy am luivcr 
ftl)ulQ{}izc to tlio wife of its first scrvniU.'“ The Mnnoirs of 
Count dc I’urlCH, a Swiss ofiker who cHpoused the of ilie 

Dutch I'alriols and hclpiul to raise a rcip'ineiit (dr tiiem, show 
the cause of their confulenoe. lie wrote on i<|lh Si'plcinlier: 
•''rhonyh the I'russians are at our nates, ihey seem to me still 
at the sport of politics, and 1 can si arcely Itelieve that lli<*y will 
put tlicinselvcs liclwcen our waters and out /*'////( 7 /. At the worst 
we will open our sluices and ilrown ourselves.*” 

'riicre was the slrennlh of the I’atriols. In a lenal sense ihclr 
case was weak; but their amlaiioiis energy even now proinlscd 
to .snalili victory from llie inert Orange parly. ‘Dte J*’ree Corps 
in the innnlhs of July and Anyusl became more nnmerous and 
insolent than ever, and it was a notorious fiicl that hundreds of 
i'Vendi oKkxT.s ami sohiiers had (tassed into their ranks.' 'I'lui.s 
slrcunlhened, they marclusl alauil the country, lakinn some places 
by force, ami in several eases tieposi on the kcnenls,ureliiefmnnis' 
Iratcs appointed by the Sladholder. (hi nil .siiles they despuded 
the properly of oppmienls, ami curried coidusioit to the y,,iirs of 
Tlie llai'uc. On 1 st Ani^ust Harris thus summed up Ins hopes 
ami wishes to Carirmrlhcii; "If I am ilc-VVilleil, don't let me lie 
oulwillcil, hut revenue me."* Count HciUinck also wrote: "the 
majority of Holland have made ihcmselve.s inaHier.s of our lives 
ami properly; . . . they are masters of llic purse, and of the 
.sword, and of the tiourts of Jnstiee.’” That areh iiiliiyiier, 
Vc'rae, on ji.st Auyiisl, the very day of his recall, assnns] the 
I'alriols that hrance would never desni them. This hoasl 
was coiisonaiil with the whole policy of l•'r.m<e respeiiinu the 
J'Vce (.’oi'fis. .She had rejected the {'riisNiaii ptupoNid /nr (heir 
aiippression, which aceomp.micd the plan of ,i l’’r<mcod*itissinn 
mediation. On 2 <;lli Aiiniisl Moiiimoiin slated to lulni that it 
was iinpos.sililc to disaim llie I'Vc-e (.'orps, mid on 1 llh September 
when stiff renumsiram es came from l.omlon on lliis subject, he 
airily declared that h’ranee ccuild no more control those irtscp.s 
than the w.ivcs of the sea.* 


’ " Mntnicslmry Uinrirs," li, 371. 

’ " Mitiiis. clii Cciiiilr. lie I'ltiic'*" ya. 

* " Aik Ichtucl Jmmmli,’’ h .*34. ^ 59 . ' II.M, Aitil. MSti., aKc/n. 

' " liiiiiniiiirc I'.,** iii, 41H 

* " (•'. I Kr.ui< e, 35, i(u Helen to Cntin.irtlicn, agtit Amukhi nint 1 1 ili .Sent- 
einlier. 
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[« it .^iirprisiiuf Minislry t ainr to llu? t imclusiun 

It tiu: mil aim <>f tlu* l'*n:m:h (lovrnmuml was In amuse 
ijjhuid and Prii'^Hiu willi fiiii* wmals, until its partisans p^ainrd a 
npittlu inasli-ry in llu* Unilrd INnviiurrs and Inn iHl ilu* Statrs- 
ncral t<» stuul tn Tails a ('niinal drniand fnr help, with wliiih 
1 (!unrl of Vi'isaillr-s rnnld not Init cnmply? W'lirtluT Mnni- 
irin was playiiHi; a <lnnbln t(anu', nr whether Ids hand was 
ced by nlluM memliers iif Ids ('aliinelj is far fnun ehsu’,* l*c!r- 
idy the cuiUrasl between his fair jirnfessinns and hVmeh 
rinm^s in Holland inspired iiu‘reasin|.{; distrust, mid served 
brii4{ about llie wideh slmltered the prestige of 

I iMeiich monarchy. 

It was long before the crisis came. Only by slow degrees did 
ti C!arrnnrlhen, and Harris shaUe off tlislrusi of TniHsia, "rhe 
gth of lime atUmding llie transit of despalehes betsveen 
ndon and Tcriin (eleven days on the average even In summer) 
gged the negolialions. At Taiis (he Ihussiau envoy, (lorl/, in- 
{lied against (he Anglo-Tnissian undeislaiuling, aiul repre- 
lied haien as minimi/ing ihe imaill to the Trinc'ess ol ( )r.inge, 
tmee IMU siuit to ImUmi a i:oui‘teous but firm ret|Uc*sl fur an 
ilnnation of Ids words, wldi'h bad eanseil a sensation at IJeilin, 
course* lOlen was aide to explain Ihem entirely to TiUS 
israelinn/ (tut it is clear that the mulual dislilo* at Koiulon 

*rhr friids ill lii»» Miiihaiy, ami Ui« nin*»inir*nlly |ir,M rfnl lUhUiilr, lo 
nive him fioni ihr c haise ni tluplM ity. Pirm )i irntip'), ai Kirci 

(ifi, were aitrrwiinh ni|)iiirccl ia tUillmal nnil hinl nn iheia nnlc^rn nnet 
ruriloii^ wfitioh hy tie thti Krenih War Minbiri, whit in 

OiHl 17H7 (“AmkiaiHl Jimnml**,'* i, It ftrrinn pnilmljlr iheroferd 
l ftoiiia Minbieoi exHrd ea lha Kranch ayj«'ru»» iiml iha TatriaUi^ wlilla 
ntrnorln atrova in hold them in rhrrk. hmii^ X\M aNo uncc! hl^ knfliianra 
[iravain a war with Pru«iiila, width ha cUdikad (naa Clardan, “TraUits,** v, 
V ), Tha nppalnunani of l.aau^nia da Itricana ui a kind cif da tatnrfihip 
ina nittu to Imvo inatla far pcaraj li tniia idt^^i with lha randva, foraird 
ui aolh AiJKia»t Ihural da Momiroat, e/. i//,, 401), to in all Vt^iat 
n Tiu) lia^ur; and on jitti Mniinnorin ni^nad wiUt Kdait a nac 

tiim for nidiiiK Irritating di*))auri in Pant Indian aftaiin. I havr mi 
ra in \n\ into timi qnrMloii: hal it had haan rapnitail hy Kdati on 
Novrmlier Pin MSS., t to) that lha Kram h warn ahum in ^ain ennlrol 
r Untch Ka*il India fiort^. Kmaoms to ihal atfai i had rmhittrrad lha 
lant in llolljind, and ihay ware laiti to la^l liy lhai tstnvatuion. 

Haa lha MSS. of I*, V. Smith in dm “ llartofnrl I*.'' (Hut. MSS, C*oiit 
nion) 3 S 7 i h»r the paru of Pitl'w Iriiar cd Hth Sapirmlirr, oiniiuid, very 
miiely, hy tha editor of die "Amkhiiid jomnaU*' (i, (giei)| aUo 
^ f, t<)S. 
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aiul llcrlin could have been eiulcci only by Ihe fears aroused 
by the action of France. 

In order to remove the dislrnat prevalent at Herlin, I'ilt 
ami Carmarthen .sent to that Court full coi»ies tif llieir corre- 
siioiulcnce with hVance, which convince<l Frederick William of 
their i^ootl faith and the duplicity of Versailies.’ He saw 
that France was dra^'^'in^ on the affair .so that the approach of 
autumn mij;ht liinder the effective action of his troops, Sub> 
[)icion of this heliietl to l)rin}j I'j^'laml and I'riissia to accord, 
lint the lidii4pi winch spurred on Tilt and Carmarthen to mure 
decisive action came from 'rhe lla^'ue. On .Jolh Auj'Ust Harris 
reportctl that a body of I'lce t'orps was approach Int^; llial town, 
that he was preparing' to leave it in haste, and bud sent all 
important (lapers awiiy. On hcarinj,j this news and iirrhaps 
that brtaij;hL back by CirenviHe on ^^ril Atij'usi, the Cabinet 
resolved tit send (icneral loiwcclt to t'asscl to hire 5 ,<kk) lies* 
.siaitH for the help of llte loyal Dutch provinces, ami others for 
the llrilish .service-— that <lclc.slfiblc e.v|tcdienl which parsimony 
made inevitable at every alarm of war. Ilarri.s was also em- 
powered to order up a Hrllisb ship lyiiiK at Harwich, laden with 
(jimpowdcr am! .stores for the IjcIj* of the .Starlliohlcr'a frtrecs, 
On the same day Carmarthen inHiruclcd h'.wiirt to warn the 
I’rus.siim Court that, lhon|{li wc had H{;reed with b’raiice to aua* 
pend warlike preparations, yet we were ready to send out at 
least ns lar^e a fleet as France conhl possibly e<iuip.' i'iwart, In 
his reply of <|th Sc(ilentl)cr, staled that but for ibis ciiconrai'in^ 
new.s hVcderick Willhim niij'ld once more have wavered, owitt|.{ 
to tiu: insidious inlr4'ues of the I'Vnich parly, ami the tils- 
coura|.{in4 reports which came from the Duke of Krunswick. 
The nerves of that veteran were nn.slrnii^ by visions of the 
a|>eclral camp at Civet, and he monnied over the nnpieparciliicsH 
of his own force at Wc.scl, which, lie iledarcd, conhl not march 
before 7lh September.'* These lidin^s had once more depressed 
the royal thermometer fit Herlin; but the new.s from London 
came just in time to send the mercury up at'ain. On 3rd Se|)l> 
ember, then, I'redcrick William drew nji an iiUimaluin to the 

' UichvnUll, 71. '* ''K. t».,” tloltnml, 17. 

’ 0 .," I’russin, 11. Ciirmartlioii m f.wari, 3 .iili Ait|ju«t. 

' btickwnldi, 8 <t n., Iiere cnrrcciH one of ninny niis-Maicimsmi in t*. <le 
VViti’n "Unc Invasion itrttssienno cn ilultnntto,*' iB$, ilmt ilio I'luntiintis 
were rcmly to iniirch by aotli J uty. 
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tales of lUilluiul, iuul budo I lerlzliern i:omo to a rlusi* viiulur- 
lulitiif willi l'’-ii|flaml. Oo 7 lh SeplemlKT lit; iL’snlvi tl to rtr- 
1 'Diulciiieyt'r, fiml iir^etl ilur Hrilisli liovi'iniiu'iii lt» tiialarc 
at f()ict;s it wmiltl si;! in timlioii if b’laiurt; atlackcil llie I'rilH- 
n army in 1 Inlluiul.' 

Late on lliat day there arrived at iterlin news width eiulctl 
! last liesilalioiiH of h'rcdcrick William. 'I’he I'orle, hmn 
llinn under the yoke imjiosetl by the ‘I’rcaly of Kainindji, 
il irrilale.tl by the. |)r«it eetlii 4 ;sor the Lrarina, had det laretl war 
Russia, 'i'ltis anne almost as a boll from the bine. No one 
d believed the Sultan capable of so much energy as to attack 
; MuHcovile.s; and rutntairs sprentl at Vienna anti Petersburg 
il this was due to Hriiish goltl. 'I'he insinuation was probably 
sc, As will ap|iear in ('hapter XXI, the Turks had been 
(ulcd into war, ami relied on litdp from .Sweden, perhnp.s 
o from Prussia. Umloubletlly their action greatly embarrassed 
»eph II, who was bound by compacts with Russia, the enemy 
Turkey, and with I’laim*, her friend. I.aie on j.‘th .September 
iicken.steiu poinleil this onl to Lwait, ami addeil that Pinssia 
d I'.nglaiid ought at ome to liaiiie an agieemeiit, and inter- 
u; effectively without fe.ir of hiance.' This time the decision 
s final. I•^v.nl repoilcil that the news of I'nikcy’s challenge 
Russia c.insed all the more joy at Herlin as the pally of 
trie Auloineltehad gained an ascemlaiicy ,ri Versailles, which 
piieil the strengthening of the I'Vamo- Austrian alliame and 
iropnrlioimle loosening of the tics linking Joseph II to Russia.' 
le I'caHoning wan not sound; for il was probalde that I'rance, 
ling In close concert witli Ihe two Jsmpire.s, would pnrlilion 
irkey with a view to the seixiirc of Mgypl ami other commaiuU 
f poHlH in the Isaal. 

Ne.verlltelcHH, PriiHsia looked on the war in the Kasl as 
dug her a free haiul in the West; niul on 7 lh .Septemlwr 
c (lecitled to act in the Nclherlamls, hour days later a p'iciich 
voy, ttro.schlag, arrivcil in Herlin with offers, partly enticing, 

JfntitlifiK, " .(jtt j<ij *' K 1 1 .," I’nis'iia, ij Kwari 

Cnoanrttini, ^lli iniil Kill .Srjitcinltrr. 

Hill Srpltinbcr. 

"TNc jjrrsvnlNfK ( Viiirt in {hr 1 rriprrnr »vfll ♦ . . fe«cn/?cci 

nlkimuc; wiih Uii»i!iin lu ihfti tif rmmr|" (KivAit lu Kellhi 

h Sc|>l(!inlicr 17H?. U.M. AdiL MS*S., .ISS.Vy)- 
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partly threatening, which might once more have drawn the 
wavering Impulses of the King towards Paris.' lUit now, aflPr 
many months of uphill fight, all the omens favoured the Anglo- 
Prus.Hian cause. 

On r,^lli Sc[)l(:nd)cr, herore the refusal of the I’riissiun irlli* 
mutuin by the Kslales of Holland had been received, the 1 )id»e of 
llrniuswick crosscrl the Dutch frontier. In {iucblerland and 
parts of Utrecht the I’rn.ssiuns were hailed as tlcliverer.s; even 
the city of Utrecht opeiusl its gates, owing to the cowardice of 
the Khinegrave of Salm, who soon abandoned the cause for 
which lie had lilustered .so long. Nowhere diil the h'rec Corps 
make any firm stand. ICven in Holland their excesses had 
turned public opinam strongly against them. It is said that the 
weather jireveiUetl (he ojutning of the .sluices; hut the half- 
hearlediicss of the defence, and the eagerne.ss of the Orange 
))arty for cleliverance, probably explain the il/MtU. When llic 
Dutch have been united niul determined, their defence of their 
land has always been stubhorn. Now it was not even eredilahle; 
and this fact may he cited as damning (n the I'alriois' elaiin 
that they stood for the nation. On aoih September the I'rinee 
of Orange made his entry into The Ilngiic amidst boundless 
enthtwinsm. Sir James Harris also received a .striking ovation, 
which rewarded him for the long months of struggle. 

Now, while, the I'aU uUs were in conslernnlion at their over- 
throw, our envoy clinched his triumph by persuading the Kstalcs 
of Holland to reverse their previous acts against the Slnd- 
holclcr'.s authority, aiul to rescind a re.solnlion which they had 
passed on yili September appealing for armed aid from |•'r.u^e^. 
The cancelling of tids appeal on 2tst Sepleinher was u matter 
of great importance, as it deprived h’rance of a pretext for 
armed intervention. The receipt of ihi.s news at Versailles 
helped to cool the warlike ardour of the ^Vclu•h Court, 

There the temper of the Ministry had flucinatrd alarmingly. 
The recall of V^rac seemed to iwsiirc n peaceful setllcincnt. 
lUit on 4th September Montmorlujicullo Kdcn a despatch which 
ran directly counter to the Itritlsh and I’russiau proposals. It 
stated that the Dutch towns, where the Free (!orps had forcibly 
changed the magi.siratcs, *' out dfjA c«nsoi»m/ In . . . dfsf 

uni! affnirf UrminM' As for the Prince of Orange, he wouUl do 

* Winichen, 9J-4J also /Wr/., 97, for the Anglu-Prussian Corweniioa of 
^n<l October. 
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I to ahclicato in favour of his Till of i:ouiso intll|^nanlly 
iclcd liollt proposals; iuhI his IcMuprr is svcw in tlu‘ jihrasc' of 
lullcM' of OJlh So|>liMuluM- Ui h‘<lrn» lliat if h’lamir was iIi'Um 

i<nl lii ki'rp luM* pivtiounuanci! in ihu Uniinl l*rovinri*s» sh<* ^ 

U fifi^hl for {[/ 

iu atailt: i risis now sot in. While C!anuarlhc‘n wanud Moiu* 

*in that hhir^laiul wouhl not remain a <iuiel HpeiaaUir of ^ 

neh intervenlion, ihiit Minister on inih Se|»leml»er issvted a 1 

:laralh>n that h'raiiee couUl imt refuso the appeal for help ^ 

eh had come from the ICslaten of [lollmul lie ehar|.:rd 
[land with having )doUecl the whole affair wilh Prussia, ami 
Tied lluth inconvenient lhoU|.^h ihe time wan now tital the j 

t»f the 'Purklsh Kmpire stoml at hazard, hVance must in • ’ 

our clraw llie sword,* ; 

his Decinralion drew from Pitt an c:([ually stiff retort. In a 
alar despatch intended for all our aml)aHsadcas, whieli he i; 

self drew up, he deelart^d lltal ICii^jlaml etndd not admit the j J 

I of I'Vanre, owin^j to its lieatj* wilh the hutch kepnhlie, | | 

sn|)port a party in one of the Pniviures in a iiuasUK* 
ressly disavowed i)y a inajiaity i»f lla* Slates (Jeneral; atal 
Majesty has rc^pealedly <leilarisl the iinpi»s*al»ihly of his 
i|;f indifferent to any armetl inleilennue of hi.itue in ilu* 
ii's (»f the Kepnhlie, witirh, if nnojjpnstsl, nmst necessioily 
I to t:onsei|Uenccs daii^p'nais to the ennstiuilloiial hntrpfaul 
^ of liaise Ih^ovinces, and afleelint^ in many respects ilie 
rests aial Rcenrily of \\\n doniinams. His Majesty has lliere- 
fonttd himself uialer the necessity of laktiH; measurea for 
pping a considerable naval armament anti for au^Mnentlntt 
land forces.*' Neverllteless he .still desired *' an amicable 
emenl of the points in dispute."* As many as forty sail of 
line were immediately prepared for sea; and here we may 
ee that Pill'.s care for the navy ensured a j>repondenince 
:h virtually decided the dispute. 

1 order to see whether war mifiiht be averted, (leorne III 
tested, on l6lh Se|>lemlier, that siunenne should U* ^ent to 
s whocould deiil with the. iMeneh Ministers heller thau Ivclen 

' Aui khni'l Jniiritiiln," i, ig 4 . ' W//., igj. 

^ K. O,/' Flame, 2ft, Ftlrn U» ( sraiaillirn, Mill ami ijifi .Srpirinlirr 
i’liei rirl^hinl, la PUl'n handwiitiiia, i*) ia " 1 '. 15 , liiitrcl aut 

I’nihpr, fual uni rll»Ktl "*I*a al) tlte KiiiK'» Miainlrr^ ahruad cJiccpl Parts 
I’he UaHtir." 
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clkl. l*ltt therefore decided, on rytli Se(JtcmlicT, to de.s(i, -itch 
Grenville, cliar|.^in|.f him tiislinclly to ileclare lh.it tiical Ihilnin 
appi‘<wed tlie aclioii of the Kinn; of Ihussia, aiul would resist 
an armed inlervenlion hy France ; also llnil Uu: srUh-inent in 
the United lh-ovine<?.s must he such as to restore to the Slail- 
h(d<ler his constitutional powers, and prevent the ascendency of 
the party hostile l<» Hrilaim A secondary aim of Grenvillc\s 
mission was tlie foriniin^of a friendly understanding; with h'rance 
for tile ties.satmn of warlike preparations on holh sides (»f the 
Ghannel a prt»of of PitLs w.itchful care t}ver the eK<'hn[ner,* 

Montmorin received (oenvilte coldly on :^Hih Srptemher at 
Versailles; hut his reserve w.is merely a cloak to hide his tiis- 
coinfiture, NiiuMl.ays hc^forc* he had assured l%den, in the con- 
fnlence whit‘h followed on a private dinner, that “ if the Ksiales 
tpf Holland shtiiild provi! so defenceless, or so intimidated as to 
|.;ive way to whiilever ini^;hl he forced under the present attack, 
he wouhl advise His Mi»sl C!hrisluni Majesty not to en|,;.i^;e in 
war." If matters went mine favemrahly he would advise him to 
draw the sword; hut, as for Ins own fcelin^js, lie was weary of the 
Dutch QucHlion, and only sou^;IU the means fur p,eUin|^ rid of it 
creditably, so that hVnncc mitjltt turn her attention to anotlier 
quarter, obviously tlie hkist." Grenville, after bearing all lliis 
from Kcicn, luul receiving the good news from 'fhe Hague, of 
course put the right iiUerfjreialion on Mnnimurin's noh possumus, 
and sought to facilitate his stately retreat, He wan at once 
waved back, Montmorin would make no promise as to her eourne 
of action so loiqf as the Prussians were in Holland, h'.ven on the 
question of disarmament by the two Jkiwers a matter of the 
utnucst niomenl to h'rance he wnuld make no pledge, though 
Circnville .strongly urged him to do so, 'l‘wo more interviews 
parsed with the .same frigid negations; and on 3rd October 
Grenville returned to Dondon, harbouring a shrewii suspicion 
llml lha actions of ihcC^iurluf Ver.Haitlcs would on this occasion 
tally with Monlmorin's worth. 

Such proved to be the case. hVaitce did nothing, to the un- 
bounded disguHt of her partisans in llnlhind. Amsterdam sliut 
its gales and enduretl a slu)rt siege from the Prussians In the 
belief dial help must come from l*nris. Our diplomnlic agent, 

‘ JJropmore IV IHi K, I). AiUinri, a/, ri/., 6, 7J 'MIUrkinK* 

ham i, 

'* Ibhi, ICdcn lo Crirninrthcii, :i«ih September. 
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A. Miles, wriliiii; fimn im int Ocldlici-, nrporUnl thal 

bii4[i)iuaslc:r.s t>r Ulreclil aiul Ciorcuin hail jiassisl ihroiij»h 
; cily iin llu-ir way lo I’aris in ll»; (•mivieliiiu lhal " l‘‘i'ancc 
ilrt never leave llunu in tin; Iviri:h, and thal lu*r would 

ainly march lo ihi; relief of AinHlcrdam." ' Tlu*ir ronHlta iia- 
init.sl have been i;rcat on rcarldni; Ciivel lo find lhal Iluac 
310 c’:un|i there.' I'he Irnlh then flaHheil n|3on them that the 
neb iU'enlH bad relied on bluster and the l-'iec (atrpH. DIm- 
oinlinent iil the inaction of the i-'ieneh I'ourl |>i‘obably 
Lened the .surrender of Ainslei'dain, which opened its khIc.s 
tolh Oeiobcr. 'I hc capture by the I'riissiaiis <tf many l‘‘l•ench 
liera, who declared lhal lluiy were aclinji for lhal (Jovern* 
U, rcvcaletl ihe .sini.slcr conditcl nf .some, at least, of the 
nch Minislcr.s, and of VcVae.‘ A Iciier of (iienville to 
!n on ;t6lli October .shows the aurprlKC and disjfiist of 
Minialcrs at Ibis llaniant bail faith, lie says he is " morlb 
" at flndin^{: that .Sefptr, Mitiisler for War, had .sent sjf»fied 
JIM for [larlies of hVeneh arlillerynieii to niaiib north lo the 
ilier, and put lliein.stdves nmler Ihe eoinniiinil of an iniven* 
r named Ivtlerha/y. " I (is (.Sl'^;n|•'s) onlei!. ni;.dn espiessly 
cl the march into I lollaml in dis^piise, and point t)nl the 
:es where the men are lo lie ct|nipped with Ihtl'ifs t/>" 
this jiinpose." ' 

he .snneniler of Amslerdani vfave the la-.l blow to the wiir 
.y at Ver.sailles, Up to l<|lh October I’ill lell the ntmo.sl 
iiern, as appears in his letter tif lhal dale lo |^denl but the 
y of ibal envjiy three rlays lalcr showed that .Si'ipir and 
calIcnKucH now bowed lo the inevitable, 'riicir peaceful mood 
donbllcKHcuntirmed by ihc evasive and diMcoura^in|{ answer 
; by Austria lo the appeal for hdl[i.' The lunperor fiad a 
c Itirce in llcl^inm. Inn none loo Ini'i^e to bold «lown thal 
|>le. Moreover, the prospect of war with Turkey imposed 
Lion at Vienna. 

ho chief dannor fic»w was (hat I'Vancc woidd join Russia an<l 

' Urii|iini»ro 1’.," iii, ; " NK'ni'i. de. Uailciit ilts (iclilrr," •/. 
i -US- 

' t).," Iti)llnial, !>/ ILaiinaKlicii In Itariis, i jlli (>■ iiiliri ; "Aia:kluiid 

mils," i, ji.vi- 
ll.M. Ailtl. MSS., 

' (I.,- Aiinloii. M. kritli (n < uomudirii, J.|ili til inlirr t7K7. On I. pit 

ember jii:)r|ili II iii(iioiici( Keiih that he (hitimixhly u|ipt(ived uf (he 
;h neuteiiiritt. 
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Austria in the dismemberment of Turkey. Fear of such a step 
haunted Pitt, who always surveyed the Dutch Question from the 
standpoint of India. Thus we find him on 8th October charging 
Eden to watch most carefully the attitude of France to the 
events in the East. The replies of that envoy were, as usual, re- 
assuring. France, according to Eden, only desired peace, and tlie 
scheme of seizing Egypt was ‘‘wholly wild.”’ Pitt therefore 
decided to press forward, and to persuade France to give an 
unequivocal assurance of her pacific intentions, as a prelude to 
disarmament on both sides. His letter of 14th October to Eden 
on this topic shows a grip of essentials, together with a surprising 
finesse. While anxious to induce France to disarm at the earliest 
possible moment, he advised Eden to humour Alvensleben, the 
special Prussian envoy at Paris, and to convince him that we 
were giving Prussia firm support and were not disposed to patch 
up a premature settlement.^ Evidently Pitt’s interest in diplom- 
acy, though belated, was keen. 

After long correspondence with Berlin, and much demurring 
at Versailles, a Declaration and Counter- Declaration were drafted 
and signed by the British envoys and Montmorin on 27th Octo- 
ber. The French document averred that, as it had never been the 
intention of the King of France to intervene in Dutch affairs, he 
now retained no hostile views in any quarter respecting them, 
and therefore consented to disarm.® This public denial of what 
had notoriously been the aim of his Government, and this 
promise to renounce all ideas of revenge on Prussia, sent a thrill 
of astonishment through the diplomatic world. Never had France 
so openly abandoned her partisans or so publicly proclaimed 
her impotence. If Pitt (as French historian.s have asserted) had 
persistently sought to humiliate the Court of Versailles, he could 
not have succeeded more completely. But this Counter-Declara- 
tion was merely the climax of a diplomatic game which had 
taken a threatening turn only since the beginning of September. 
The fact is that the French Ministers, and still more their agents 
in Holland, had precipitated the crisis by the actions of the Free 
Corps at the very time which proved to be mo.st unfavourable 
for them. By their conduct they courted failure; but it was the 
outbreak of war in the East which made that failure complete 
and crushing. 

^ “Auckland Journals,” i, 217, 221, * Ibid,^ 227, 228, 

* Ibid, 255.8; “Ann. Reg.” (1737), 283. 



marvel of skill. As for Eden, he had little more to do than to 
obey orders, though he sometimes toned down the harsh phrases 
of Pitt and Carmarthen/ The action of the Prussians was trench- 
ant, but it could not have been so but for their confidence in 
the promised support of the Sea Power. ViiVs fostering care of 
the national resources, and his rehabilitation of the navy had 
made it virtually impossible for the semi-bankrupt French State 
to enter single-handed on a war with Great Britain and Prussia. 
This was the determining factor in the problem; and every 
statesman at Paris, London, and Berlin knew it. 

But something more than sound finance is needed in a com- 
plex and critical situation. There the qualities of foresight, tact, 
and determination are of priceless worth; and on all sides it was 
admitted that Pitt displayed them to a high degree. The 
restraint which kept Harris strictly within bounds until the fit 
moment arrived is not more remarkable than the boldness 
which reaped all possible advantages from the daring coup of 
the Princess of Orange. Eden wrote on ist November, that he 
had shuddered at the courage of Pitt in braving the chances 
of a war with France.^ liut the young .statesman knew how far 
he could go with safety; he discerned the essential fact that 
France could not fight, and that Montmorin adopted his nega- 
tive attitude in order to hide that important secret. If Mont- 
morin chose to justify her disarmament by assertions which were 
equally false and humiliating, that was a matter for him, not for 
the statesmen of Great Britain. 

Pitt's conduct of this, his first great diplomatic campaign, 
shines all the more brightly by contrast with the vacillations of 
Frederick William and the stupendous blunders of the French 
Government. Adverting briefly to these last, we may note that 
France had little ground for interference so long as a majority 
of the States- General deprecated such action; and, thanks to 
Harris, that majority, except for a few days, held firm. The 
French Government therefore founded its hopes on the majority 
in the Province of Holland, and on the high-handed proceed- 


^ Auckland Journals,” i, 264. 


Idid,^ 263. 


WILLIAM PITT 


382 


[CH. XVI 


ings of the Free Corps, which it secretly abetted. Montmorin 
repulsed two overtures from Berlin because of the insistence of 
Prussia that those corps should be suppressed. This action it 
was, more perhaps than the resentment of Frederick William 
at the insult to his sister, which helped to bring Prussia and 
Great Britain into line. France also finally denied the right of 
Frederick William to gain reparation for that insult, though she 
at first recognized the justice of his claim. Further, when he 
sent forward his troops, she made ready for war, and then 
adopted the attitude of sullen resentment, which rendered a joint 
mediation by the three Powers impossible. This conduct in its 
turn implied the lapse of the Franco-Dutch treaty of 1785, and 
the triumph of British and Prussian influence in the United 
Provinces. Frenchmen also saw in this event another proof of 
the uselessness of the Austrian alliance on which Marie Antoinette 
had staked her popularity; and the d^bAcle in Holland was a 
deadly blow at the influence of that unfortunate Queen. Finally 
France admitted her defeat in terms at which friends and foes 
alike scoffed. Not without reason, then, did Napoleon afterwards 
assert that the French Revolution was due to three causes, the 
Battle of Rossbach, the Diamond Necklace scandal, and the 
ousting of French influence from the United Provinces in 1787. 
The judgement is curiously superficial in that it passes over the 
fiscal and agrarian evils which potently conduced to the great 
upheaval; but it reflected the opinion of that generation, which 
looked on deficits, dearths, and bread-riots as dispensations of 
Providence, of trifling import when compared with the decay 
in prestige of an ancient monarchy. Something may be said 
for this view of things in the case of P>ance. Por years that 
monarchy had lived on prestige. The surrender of October 
1787 now proclaimed to the world its decrepitude. 


With the events attending the restoration of the Stadholder*s 
power and the constitution of the year 1747 not here 

concerned. Pitt had rightly refused to interfere until the efforts 
of the Patriots to establish PVench influence had become a 
positive danger to England. His interest in those troubles was 
largely grounded on naval and colonial considerations. If the 
United Provinces became an annexe of France, their fleet, their 
valuable colonies, and their once prosperous East India Com- 
pany, would be cast into the balance against us. Now that this 
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danger was past, he sought to remove all chance of its recur- 
rence by suggesting the formation of a treaty of alliance with 
the Republic. On 5th October the first proposal to this effect 
was framed at Whitehall on condition that the two States 
should assist one another in case of attack, and guarantee the 
possession of their territories; but from the outset the Foreign 
Office set its face sternly against any concession such as “ Free 
Ships, Free Goods,*’ on which the Dutch were likely to insist 

There was, however, another stumbling stone in the way. 
The Dutch felt keenly the surrender of Negapatam to Great 
Britain, and they urged that, as that sacrifice had been forced- 
on them in 1784 for the greater security of our settlements in 
the Carnatic, its retrocession was a natural consequence and a 
pledge of the friendship now happily restored. The Pitt Min- 
istry, however, viewed the matter in the cold light of self- 
interest, and rejected the demand, in spite of the reiterated 
assurances of the Prince of Orange, the new Grand Pensionary, 
Van der Spiegel, and other friends of England, that they could 
not otherwise accept the proffered treaty. Even Harris finally 
confessed his inability to bend their will, and he advised Pitt 
and Carmarthen not to imperil the alliance on this single 
detail. Prussia, he said, had given way at some points in her 
negotiations with the Dutch; and it was impolitic for us to be 
too stiff.' 

Pitt, however, would not give way. Probably he considered 
that the Stadholder’s party, now in power, needed our support 
more than we needed his; or he may have grounded his decision 
on the need of preventing the rise of any Power other than that 
of England in South India, where Tippoo Sahib was always a 
danger. He refused to do more than offer to negotiate on this 
question within the space of six months after the signature of 
the treaty. The negotiation was never even begun; and thus 
the treaty signed at The Hague on 15th April 1788 was always 
viewed with disfavour by the Dutch. The guarantee of the 
restored Stadholderate by Great Britain, and the promise of 
each State to assist in the defence of the possessions of the 
other, were in themselves quite satisfactory; but the compact 
lacked the solidity which comes only from entire confidence and 
goodwill.^ 

' B.M. Add. MSS., 28063. Harris to Pitt, 22nd February 178S. 

® Martens, iv, 372-7; Garden, v, 89-92. 
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The formation of an alliance with Prussia in the same year 
also came about in a manner more brilliant than sound. Of 
course, in all such affairs each Power tries to bring the other 
over to its own standpoint; and much tugging must needs 
take place between a military and a naval State. Frederick 
William and his chief statesman, Hertzberg, had just achieved 
the first success of their careers, and largely owing to the firm- 
ness of Pitt. Assured of their supremacy in Germany and 
Holland, they now sought to guard against the dangers threaten- 
ing them from the East. The new.s which came in the month 
of November 1787, that Austria would join Russia in her war 
with Turkey, caused tlie gravest concern at Berlin, and therefore 
enhanced the value of a British alliance. The growing weakness 
of France and the power of Pitt to handle a crisis firmly there- 
fore put a new face on Prussian policy. Instead of waiting on 
Paris, the Berlin Cabinet looked more and more expectantly 
towards London. 

Already Frederick William had signified his desire for a union 
with the Dutch “ in order to pave the way to a Triple Alliance 
between England, Prussia, and Holland as soon as it may be 
possible to accomplish it.”‘ But the Pitt Ministry, distrustful of 
an alliance with Prussia unless Russia also came in, treated this 
overture very coyly. From a letter which the first Earl Camden 
wrote to Pitt on 18th October, wc gather that the Earl was far 
more inclined to such an alliance than Pitt had shown himself 
to he at a recent meeting of the Cabinet. Camden favoured the 
plan as tending to consolidate our influence in Holland — a 
matter of the utmost moment. ‘'We have escaped miraculously/^ 
he writes, “ from the most perilous situation we ever experienced, 
and shall be mad if wc slip the opportunity of rooting out the 
French interest in that country for ever , . . and that will be 
compleatly effected by a Prussian alliance,'' It would also free 
Prussia from .slavish dependence upon PVance. As for the fear 
that it would drive France to a close compact with Russia and 
Austria, tlie Earl treated that danger as remote.^ 

Carmarthen, and probably Pitt also, looked on the danger 
as real enough to give them pause. Not till 2nd December did 
Carmarthen return any specific answer; and then he expressed 
the doubt whether it was desirable to form a Triple Aliance then, 

^ “F. O.,^’ Prussia, 12. Ewart to Carmarthen, 27th September 1787. 

^ Pill MSS., 1 19. 
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here were rumours of a projected union between these three 
/ers, which might become a reality if England, Prussia, and 
land coalesced.^ If that hostile league were formed, it would 
^ be desirable to come to terms, and even to include Den- 
‘k, Sweden, and the lesser German States. It is curious that 
lid not name Poland; but here we find the first definite sign 
;hat league of the smaller States with Prussia and Great 
:ain which afterwards played so important a part in PitPs 
ign policy. 

'he caution of Pitt was justified. In a few days’ time Sweden 
le knocking at our door, asking for admittance along with 
imark. The adventurous character of Gustavus III will 
ear in the sequel. Here we may note that Carmarthen 
tely waved aside this offer of alliance from a suspicion that 
vas planning a blow at Russia.^ The blow did not fall until 
middle of July 1788; but then the sudden summons of the 
idish King to the Empress Catharine to hand back part 
Russian Finland, and to accept his mediation in the Russo- 
kish War, showed the meaning of his proposal at Christmas 

7. 

)nly by slow degrees did the eastern hori;^.on clear. But 
m France showed her resentment at the participation of 
stria in the Turkish War, the spectre of a hostile Triple 
iance was laid ; and then, but not till then, Pitt showed more 
3ur to the Prussian proposals. Yet here again there was 
cl of caution. The Eastern Question touched Prussia far 
'e closely than England. If Joseph II gained his heart’s 
ire — Moldavia and Wallachia — and Catharine extended her 
ndary to the River Dniester, the greatness and even the safety 
Prussia and of Poland would be hopelessly compromised.^ 
:ordingly Prussia sought by all means short of drawing the 
ird to help the Turks in their unequal struggle. She can- 
ned large forces near the Au.strian border, liinted that she 
lid be glad to offer her mediation for the purpose of securing 
sasonable peace, and sent an ofiicial disguised as a merchant 
way of Venice to Constantinople in order to encourage the 

Pitt MSS., 119. Carmarthen to Kvvart, 2n(l December 1787- Fraser, our 
)y at St. Petersburg, reported ou isL November that Austria was pro- 
ng there a Triple Alliance, but it was coolly received (** F. O.,^^ Russia, 15). 
/dir/. Carmarthen to Ewart, 26th December. 

See Ewan’s masterly Memorandum in **Dropmore P.,’* ii, 44-9. 

C C 



WILLIAM PITT 


386 


[CH. XVI 


Sultan to a vigorous prosecution of the war/ Hertzberg also 
urged the formation of a league between Prussia, England, and 
the smaller States with a view to the guarantee of the Turkish 
possessions in Europe/ 

To this proposal the British Government gave no encourage- 
ment. So far as appears from the despatches of this year, the 
fate of Turkey was not a matter of much concern to Pitt and 
Carmarthen. Indeed, not until 2nd April did they vouchsafe an 
answer to the Prussian proposal of alliance; and then they 
based their acceptance on the need of safeguarding the situation 
in Holland. Other States, it was added, might be invited to 
join the Triple Alliance in order effectively to counterbalance 
the jealous efforts to which it might give rise ; but Great Britain 
declined to bind herself to any guarantee of the Sultan’s 
dominions. If he were in sore straits, Great Britain would sup- 
port Prussia in gaining reasonable terms for him, but she would 
not favour any active intervention on his behalf. Still less 
would she support the notion (outlined by Hertzberg) that 
Prussia should acquire an indemnity for any gains that Austria 
might make in the present war/ The key-note of British policy 
was firmly struck in this sentence: “The great object which we 
have in view is the continuance of peace, as far as that is not in- 
consistent with our essential interests. It is with that view that 
the alliance of Holland has been thought so material, as render- 
ing any attack upon us less probable. With the same view we 
are desirous of cultivating the closest connections with the Court 
of Berlin.”* That is to say, the proposed Triple Alliance was 
to be a purely defensive league for the safeguarding of the three 
States and their colonics. 

At Berlin, however, now that Catharine had finally waved 
aside the friendly offers of British and Prussian mediation, the 
Eastern crisis eclipsed all other topics. By degrees Hertzberg 

^ Luckwaldt, 100 et seg, Ewart found out the secret instructions issued 
to Dietz, and forwarded them to London on 8th April. They show that 
Prussia sought by all means to encourage the Turks, but laid her plans so 
as to get an indemnity in land in case Austria gained land in the south- 
east. 

^ “ F. O.,^^ Prussia, 13. Ewart to Carmarthen, 15th March 1788. 

^ Ibid. Ewart to Carmarthen, i5ih January 1788. Lecky (v, 232) assigns 
the first rumours of Prussian indeiimitles in Mnci to January 1789; but Ewart 
reported the beginnings of Hertxborg’s plan in January 1788. 

^ Ibid. Carmarthen to Ewart, 2nd April. 
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lid his plans for llu; atjurancli/omctit of I’ruHHlti, whatcvor ml(rht 
cfall th(! Turks.' As will appear more fully in a laler chapter, 
c expected that Joseph II would Kiun the whole, or lart»c parts, 
f Moldavia and VVallachia. Tlus armed mediation of Prussia 
'as to lessen these acfpiisitlons; and as a set-off Us them Austria 
rust cede (hdieia to the Poles; while their Kmt'txdc for the 
:icovery of that j'real province, torn from them in 1772, was to 
how itself in the cession to Prussia of the important fortresses 
nd districts, Danzig and Thorn, .so necessary for the rounding 
ff of Iter ragged horder.s on the Knsl. Such was the scheme 
ddcit took .shape in Ilcrtzhcrg's fertile brain, and dominated 
'russinn policy down to the summer of the year 1791. 

Tire watchful h'wart forwarded to Whitehall details of this 
igantic " deal " (if we may use the Americanism) ; and ns the 
cheme came to light it amused deep distrust at Whitehall, At 
nee the Prussian proposal wore a new aspect; ami the firaft of 
. treaty drawn U[) in lids sen.se in the middle of Airril left little 
lopc of a settlement between the two Powers. In reply to its 
iroposals Pitt and (‘artnartlien pointed out the vaguene.sa of the 
‘russlan suggestions respecting Turkey, but hlntnl that an 
ipportunity might come for btdViending tlie .Sultan if he were 
00 litinl pressed, b'urtijer, while promising to help I’russia if 
l>e were ntliu ked, lltey again demanded the like succour from 
ler If liny of our c<tlonles were, assulletl. ' 1 ‘he.y also desired to 
(ring into the league .Swetlcn, Itenmark, and Portugal. P'or the 
(resent, however, tliey .sought t(» limit the Anglod’russian under- 
tnndhig to the Dntcli guarantee, though a closer compact was 
o l>a discussed during the visit of the IVussian monarch to his 
ister at Loo.* 

Tills last suggestion was for b'wnrl himself. The othens he 
vns to pass on to Mertzlrerg. That Minister chafed at tlus 
urlhcr rebuff to ins plans, which »u>w comprised the offer of the 
irmed mediation of Prussia, I*'nglaud, and Holland to Catliarine 
ind Joscpli. Tile fondness of bVcficrick William for l’'ratic e once 
mac appeared; and the b’rrnch party at Herlin vemaiiously 
aisrd its lu'ad. P'.ngland, lltey avowcti, wradd gain e.verylhing 
roin i1>|m onr-sitled c<Mn]t;u l: for iter colonies were to in* found 
n every .se,i. Why shmild the irmips of i|>c great bVederick he 

' .Spp Inn Iriirr of Nitvritila'r 17M7 lit Itiri* nl l!oiisi(iiuiitci|ik In 

llAititsrr, *' iJrtiOiilif ( Irti Itlrliir," i, 

' ” I*'. I'ninniit, I V (.nintniihni in Kwiul, t.|ili May 1788. 


WILLIAM PITT 


388 


[CH. XVI 


set in motion to help the islanders every time that one of their 
colonial governors lost his temper? Finally the King declared 
that he would not send his troops beyond the bounds of Germany 
and Holland/ 

There seemed little chance of an agreement between the two 
Courts, until Frederick William set out for his visit to the Prince 
and Princess of Orange at Loo, and let fall the remark that he 
hoped to sec Sir James Harris there. Already that envoy had 
asked permission to come to London; and, with the zeal of a 
convert to the Prussian alliance, he convinced Ministers of its 
desirability, even if they gave way on certain points. The In- 
structions drawn up for him on 6 th June set forth the need of an 
Anglo-Prussian alliance in order “ to contribute to the general 
tranquillity.” Me was also to sound the Prussian monarch as to 
the inclusion of other Powers, especially Sweden and Denmark; 
but discussions on this matter were not to stand in the way of 
the signature of the treaty/ George III, now a firm supporter 
of peace principles, favoured the scheme, as appears from liis 
letter of the same date to the Princess of Orange. He there 
stated that he approved of an alliance with Prussia, though 
there might not be time to gain the adhesion of other States; 
and he expressed the hope that this compact would lead Austria 
and France to desire the continuance of peace, and thereby con- 
duce to the termination of war in the East/ 

Fortified by these opinions of the King and Cabinet, Harris 
prepared to play the game boldly. His handsome person, grand 
air, and consciousness of former victories gave him an advan- 
tage in the discussions with Frederick William, who, thanks to 
tlie tact of the Princess, laid aside his earlier prepossessions 
against the “dictator,’^ and entered into his views. In order to 
keep the impressionable monarch free from disturbing influences, 
Harris paid the sum of 200 ducats to a chamberlain if he would 
ensure the exclusion of a noted partisan of l^rance, Colonel 
Stein, from the royal chamber during a critical stage in the heal- 
ing process. The climax came during a ball on I2-I3th June. 
After midnight the King sought out Harris, invited him to walk 
in the garden, admitted the force of his arguments in favour of 
an immediate signature of the proposed treaty, and allowed him 
to speak to his Minister, Alvensiebcn. While fireworks blazed 

^ Ibid Ewart to Carmarthen, 27th and 31st May 1788; Wittichen, ch. xx. 

13 . M. Add. MSS., 28063. ^ ** Malmesbury Diaries, ii, 421. 
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courllcMs (innced, llio lw(i Ministers drew np a pnwiHumal 
ty, to which the Kinf.' assented on the follnwin^t morniujf, 
\ June 17H.S. 

'he oeu'.s of I lie sijfiialnre of t he i'rovisional Treaty of 1.00 
received nl llerlin with an ouilnirKt of rn|.fe, when it np))(*:u'ed 
. nearly all llie aims and safejptards striven for by Ministers 
Francophiles ha<l disappeareit. I•’urlhcr net^oliations ensued 
lerlin; but tliey broutjlit no material change to the l,on ciaU" 
t. Tile ircnly signed at Herlin liy Ilertzlierg and hhvart on 
i Aiignsl was defensive in character. ICach .Stale [tro- 
t*il to litdp the other, in case of attack, by a force of ao.ocK) 
i; lint (rreat Hrilain was not to use such a force of 1‘russinnH 
lidc I'lurope or even at Ciliirnltar. That conlingeut might 
ncreasdil if need arose; or it rniglu be replaced liy a nuaiey 
Ivalent. As was .stipulated at 1 . 00, the two I'ower.s pledged 
n.seivcs to iipliold the inlegril)' of llie [lulled i'roviuces ane 
heir present eonsiiiullon, and to defend that .Slate by alt 
able means, in c.ise of attack, ibe Dutch idso affording armed 
I to eillier all)', if it wer<i allackcsl. ’I'wn secret arlicle.s were 
ed to ilte ileriin 'Cre.ily, the one .stipnialing that no military 
shonld be given to tin; parly allaekisl imh-ss the laUer bad 
dot at least .|.|,<kk> men; Ibe .ser-ond provided Ibal a lirilisli 
, slioiilil as'iisL I'russia ifllu’ latter ajiplied for it.' 
bus w.is rornual an imposing league. ‘I he splemihl army of 
ssia, baekisl by llu; Heels ami resources of (Ireal Hrilain and 
Dnleh Kepublfc, eonstituted a force wlilcli dining three 
•s was to maintain peace and assure tlie future of the Htnallcr 
•ca. If we remember llu; alale of woeful Isolation of ICngland 
to the summer of 17H7, ibe contrast in her po.sition a year 
r Is flinrlliiig. It earner about owing to the caution of Pill 
time wben precipitate action would Imvc marred cvery- 
g. His wise delay in lire early stages of lire DiiUii crisis, 
Ins diplomatic coyness in the bargaining with Prussia are 
i: admiralile.* i’lu; llrilisir envoy.s, Fwarl ami 1 1 arris (Keith 
/leinia deserves also to be named) were men of unusual 


VUt* nrr iu KurikrS ii| 35H; (or titc pub'* 

il nraiir-t nl I \{U Jour and l.illi Auh«»>J ManttO'ii Iv, 

[ltd lidj^^iiualinin^, fankwabU, 114 SaliMimo. " PiU/* bo 

iinH nl ilir'id iiiipMiUuil rvrtU** by ‘rmolinf, Huubitpo, and Locky 
tnef anti inry* 

Sci Winiihtii, J4H. 


390 


WILLIAM PITT 


fen. XVI 

CApacUy nncl courage; but; then as now success dc|)cn(lecl ntninly 
on the chief; and it Ims been shown that the guiding liand at 
Whitehall was that of I’itt. 

Mia diplomatic triumphs recorded In this clm|»U:r wnn; to 
have a markerl influence on the future of ICurope. it not 
generally known how acute was the danger arising from the 
schemes of Catharine II and Joseph II. In |)opular imnglnu* 
tion the premonitory rumblings of the h'rcnch Revolution rivet 
the attention of the wt>rld to the exclusion of alt else; but a 
perusal of the letters of statcsinen shows tliat nine-lenthH of 
their time were given to tltwurting the plans of the imperial 
revolutionists. In truth J'Vem h demoi racycould not iiave gained 
its rapid and easy triumphs had not the monaiThirs of Central 
and Mastern hairope .shaken the <»ld order ot things to its base, 
.so that ev<'n the intelligent conscrvalisin of I’ilt (ailed (o uphold 
the historic fubrie from the attacks that came from the ICist and 
tins West. Weil was it for (rieal Hritaln tlial lier diplomatle 
ptjsition wa.s fully as.surcd by the autimin of the year f/KK, I'or 
at that lime lunacy beset her monarch, paraly/cd her executive 
government, anti ihrcittencd to place, her fortunes at the mercy 
of n tllasolulc [trlncc. 
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TIIK I'RINCK OK WALKS 


(liir Miiii'Jtaid like )(lncliiit(ir!i live! 

'Tit Itnir tlieir hiinliteBN itlown lo want or ^ive. 

The ({oo<l their vitHio wotilil cATeri, or neii'ie, 

Uict lieiwecn cxiKeitia nnci »clf-tlcfonce. 

I'OI’K. 

le (the I'rinco of Wttlea) lint no cU'entinnte n iniml to rmtnterACl hi« 
It ijuttlille!i| Ity ImvioK no i iiiilrol over liia weiikoeHHCN. 

THK I^AHI, tiK MAl.MKslittiiV, Duiritt, iv, 33. 

k PRIMIC MiniHlt'f t)f (jiral niilniit innnis In lioaii ittU*llt:i:lUftl 
V l’r»»U!ll?t. liftiiii'N (UiUrniiiiiiii^;; tlir liitcs n( fittvij.iit :ttul 
itlcslu: pitlicy, Iw tittisl rr’^tilnU- lint iitnv«tiiit;iil*i nf ;t t:t)tiijtlitx 
iliiiimtitliU)' iiiacliiiio, nvcr lukitt}' inln aranttil |i<n!iiiiiiil prc- 
lictiM whinli iiol sitldum lltr iihinI riiit'llll Inrrf.fil. U it 

I .‘iiiqiritiftf;, llicTrliut*, In Dinl ttal<;Nitu’ti at W^siinjusUtr nficii 
AV itiiii Iti’tUuliitj' fVfil wltoii llittiv is iinsi nl' |i|iiiit|it. (IctiiHlitit. 
ti: niildukcr itiity sen ntily ihc ptilitic i|tiusliiiiit al itstitt. 'I'ltc 
III III lltc lltic:l< of llic< iiiitKr iiiay itll (hit lime; In; lio|(tiit({[ lltc 
minnl elite witicli nliiiie ciiii hritt].' Iiiiii Ui tilt; open, llmv 
cn ItAH tlie rate of Kiiroitc lunicil on Dto ruiltlcs or riivotirillnm 
Queen ICIlzabclIt, I.otiis XIV, Qiiccti Aiiite, Charles XII, 
.tltariuc M, in llte present age litis fnt lor cottnlH for lest limn 
yore, iluiicc it conics nhinit that mitny imKlcrn crilios itsHCHH 
: career of Pill at if he were in the position of a (ihulsioiie. 
poiitl of fact he was more ttmler royal conlrol Ihint Walpole 
( jodolplliii. He liad to <h» with a Sovereign who in Ihr last 
aiiT gave llie law lo his Ministers, and oieasioitally Ircaled 
t;m like liead clerks. 

Trtte, (leorge. Ill interfered with Pill h-ss ihaii with his pre- 
cessor.s. T'lial masierfiil will had heen soiiiewlial lamed during 
t*. " lioinlage " lo llte Coalition, and alnoisi perforce acce.plcd the 
idance tif Itis deliverer. I'lie King even allowed Pill U> go 
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his own way respecting Reform, Warren Hastings, and the 
Irish Commercial Treaty. Family scandals and family debts for 
a time overshadowed all other considerations, a fact which goes 
far to explain the bourgeois domesticity of his outlook on 
Dutch affairs. In these years, then, he acquiesced in the lead of 
the heaven-sent Minister who maintained the national credit 
and the national honour. But in the last resort George III not 
only reigned but governed. Thus, apart from the Eastern War, 
which we shall consider later, everything portended a time of 
calm in the year 1788, when suddenly the persona! element 
obtruded itself. There fell upon the monarch a strange malady 
which threatened to bring confusion in place of order, and to 
enthrone a Prince who was the embodiment of faction and 
extravagance. 

The career of the Prince of Wales illustrates the connection 
often subsisting between the extremes of virtue and vice. Not 
seldom the latter may be traced to the excess of the former in 
some primly uninteresting home; and certainly the Prince, who 
saw the light on i2th August 1762, might serve to point the 
moral against pedantic anxiety on the part of the unco* guid. 
His upbringing by the strictest of fathers in the most method- 
ized of households early helped to call out and strengthen the 
tendencies to opposition which seemed ingrained in the heirs- 
apparent of that stubborn stock. In the dull life at .Kew or 
Windsor, bristling with rules and rebukes, may we not see the 
working in miniature of those untoward influences — fussy con- 
trol and austere domination — which wearied out the patience of 
Ministers and the loyalty of colonists? 

Moreover this royal precisian was not blessed with a gracious 
consort. Queen CharIotte*s youthful experiences at the ducal 
Court of Mecklenburg predisposed her to strict control and 
unsparing parsimony. Many were the jests as to her stamping 
with her signet the butter left over at meals. It was even 
affirmed that apple charlottes owed their name to her custom of 
using up the spare crusts of every day. These slanders (for the 
latter story fails before the touchstone of the term Charlotte Russe) 
owed their popularity largely to her ugliness. One of her well- 
wishers, Colonel Disbrowe, once expressed to Croker the hope 
that the bloom of her ugliness was going oflf!* This sin revealed 

' “ Records of Stirring Times, 58, by the authoress of “ Old Days in 
Diplomacy.” 
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Itiluclc (if (tlluMM; anti it R fairly t rrtain that Ounai ('Iwir- 
lias Ijrcn hardly jncl|;iMl. Sunu* llusi* wrw, whti aiiaiMsl 
f calltMisnrss tt»war<ls llu' Kin^^ ilurinj^ lu.s ins.mily; aial 
ltair;n ^nans in pari jimvrii fnr llu* yrar Oihns, 

I t‘liar^;;ftl lirr willi unintillu'rly ircMliurni i>f the* «»f 

s. Wlitpcan siifllrt; fur these ihiiiKH? Arisluphan<*s niinrtl 
)py phrase In dennle hivers nf ihc trivial in ptililics^ lit* 
them '' hn/s'ersa'n-crnrners/' ’Thttso wlm essay to write the 
fa ^;rrat slalcsman must avoid ihnst? nnoks, 

V. lhin^^ is certain. ‘The IVince t)f Wales i^rew in dislike 
his father ami mnllier. I IN icmperainent was far ^fayer 
nnre nunantic: than theirs. Some Imaginative persons liava 
iretl U> ns>iert that a more fisiemns and .syjDpalInHic train- 
ladfl have moulded himltiufme type of immlHKjd. Un- 
Ledly his ethicalii»ii was nf the narnnv kind which had 
ih\ the nature of (nsirne III; ami when the ICin^;, with 
inetl olisliuacy, cnnlitmed lt» keri» the (rammels nn iUv. 
spirited ytailh of fi|.'hleen, he hm.il tht*m asunder. At that 
In* Prime luul his lirst aimair (was it his lirsUJ, namtdy, 
iht* ailiess, **Prrclila'' UnliiuMin." ‘The pildeti ytaith nf 
t»n, hnin weary nf tlu^ (Primness nf Windsp»r, i heiTed him 
fmtiu'r (\vep**st*s, .-nitl r.olttin IftiuM* st*t tin* tnne nj the 
In vain tliil the Kin^f Ms-k tn re^;ain the t t»nrnU*iiee ami 
inn nf his sipii/ 1 1 is t*lldi is Were re|»ulsed; and the dt has" 
dUienee nf IltMiry l•‘rtMlc‘riek, |)nkt: nf (‘uinherland, imiird 
rime t<i every kiiul (jf ilehauehery. 

if this were not rnnii^th» the heir to the throne made n 
n friend of the man wlu*in his father most detented, (‘harles 
s Vox, Throu^;h that charmlnf^ libertine tite Prince Imeaine 
<^//Wf^of the \Vhl(.f Club, ProijkN'H;* ami, as we have «een, 
l|ied to tlefeal t(in ea(.jer electioneering in the ^;reat 

of 178^1 at Westminster. *riiriicefipilh the feud between 
’ and son was liilter and per.sNtenl. 'I’he Prince had all his 
r*s wilfulness, uiul far umre than his Mtock of si*lfislmess. 

ilaiii Irllrrs rpf ihc* Pari ptf (.ivrr(»(»(il rtK^iUly' stpUl in l.oialpin ohaw 
teir \si\s tup <i|»rM linsu li hrlwrnt Kiiik aiul <4urrii in iiud that 
lu (p.tit h il up. 

lu^h, ’* .NtrPir* <•( tJriuj^r IV/' i, ^ 

Wal(pulr's " I.pisi Jppiinud**/' ii* ^P'-^p l. 

»% iptil srrjM Up havr ihr. pliiur* iiitir hull (UlUpany. 

n^iCi ti, iuul lluuitti i, lij! r|. 
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So far as is known, he showed no sign of repentance, but 
argued himself into the belief that the King had always hated 
him from his seventh year onward.^ There is nothing that cor- 
roborates this petulant assertion. The King had been a kind 
and even doting father, his chief fault being that of guiding too 
long and too closely this wayward nature. 

By the summer of 1783 the quarrel had waxed warm on the 
subject of the immorality and extravagance of the Prince. At 
that time the Coalition Ministry startled the King by proposing 
to grant the sum of jtfioc.ooo a year to the Prince of Wales, ex- 
clusive of the revenues of the Duchy of Cornwall, which amounted 
to about 1 3,000 a year.^ The King, having formerly received 
far less than that amount, considered it exorbitant As we .saw 
in Chapter VI, the Ministry would probably have fallen had not 
the Prince required his favourite to waive the proposal. Par- 
liament then voted j^30,ooo to pay his debts, ;^30, 000 to start his 
new establislimeiU (Carlton House) and £sofioo a year out of 
the Civil List 

By the autumn of the next year the Prince defiantly proposed 
to travel abroad in order to ease his finances by evading his 
creditors. This the King forbade, and requested him to send in 
a detailed list of his expenses and debts. The result was a 
statement clear enough in most items, but leaving a sum of 
£2ifiOO unaccounted for. The King required an explanation of 
this, which the Prince as firmly refused to give, though he 
assured Sir James Harris it was a debt of honour. As the King 
refused to pass this sum, the whole matter dragged on, until in 
April 1785 the debts reached the total of ^160,000. To es« 
cape the discomforts of his position, the Prince proposed to his 
friend, Harris, who was then in London, a term of residence 
at The Hague. The true reason for this proposal lies in the 
fact that the Prince had for some time been desperately in 
love witli a fair young widow, Mrs. Fitzherbert, who was a 
Roman Catholic. In vain had he wounded himself as a sign of 
his undying passion for her: in vain had four of his friends 
sought to inveigle her into a mock marriage. In order to 
escape his importunities she had fled to the Continent; and the 
King refused him permission to pursue her. 

Here, in truth, was the crux of the relations between father 
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" Pitt MSS., 228. 


THE PRINCIC 01- WALKS 


395 

>11. Kinp (icor^'o saw no hnpr for ilut youlli luil in mnr- 
witli a l’roU!*iianl princoss. 1‘iinci’ (jcoi^jo as (irmly dt:- 
ihal he would nol many ''.sonu: (Ininan frow," and 
I liis hrains with dusijjns lo .si\>trt; llu; Roman (ailhollc 
clmiof. Mrs. I''il/ht*rlKnl'.s rt'l^poi), Ijor posilion aa a 
oiu-r, and ihf amunaly of a nioiipinulic marria^'c in 
s, nnidcrt'd any conncclion with her odious in llic cyca 
Kinj;. Hesitles, Ihc Royal Marriai'c Acl of 177.^ forbade 
an ia^fo of any prince or [(l inccss of ihe blood under the 
f iwetJly-six without the consent of ilie King, On nil 
then, the King had the I'riiux in hin toils. 

I'rincc, realizing this fact, seems to have behaved ns reck- 
!is possible in the. hope of compelling the King to allow him 
abroad and marry Mrs. iMl/.herberl. Such at least la the 
charitable explanation of his early procligalilies. 'I'hc 
surely, were, a means of forcing the hand of hi.s father, 
icorge was not to be gulled in this way. lie, too, held 
lo his views, and the result was a hopeless deadlock, I’itt 
,‘armarthen Miughl lo eml it in May 17H5. They threw 
inis to Harris that the income of (he I'riiice might be 
seti by I'arliuinent if lie would lii'conn^ reconcihsi to the 
cease, lo be a jiaily man, and set about tlie discharge 
ilebls. Accordingly ilariis wailed on Ihe i'lince at I'arl- 
oieic on .^t.trd May 17^5, and suggested lhal on these con- 
N the Ministry would double his income, inovided also 
le .set apart ^5o.lXKJ a year for the tlisi harge of his tIcblH, 
is tile I'rince. demurred, on the ground that he could nut 
h'ox, and that the King's unfaiherly hatred would be an 
;lc lo any such proposal. In support of the taller slate- 
lie requc.Hlcd ftarrls to rcatl the King’s letters lo him, 
were couched in severe terms, reprobating his extra- 
cc and dissipation. 

cannot censure this .severity, The ghillonoiis orgies of 
n House were a public .seandal, es|iecially in bard limes, 
rarliameiil willdield the money necessary (or the pro- 
I of I'ortsinonth and I’lymoiith. Moth as a p.Uiiot and 
er, (iroige was jii-,ii(ied in condemning bis mui'm con- 
ami it is elear that the balrrd of ibe Prime for hlfi 
led tiim t«i pul the worst jiov.ible coitslnietion on the 
I from Windsor. At the dose «»f his interview with Harris 
dared vehemently that lie never would marry, and Hint he 
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had HOtlled with \w hnjtluT FrccltMick» Duke nf Ycn k, fnr llm 
Crown to devolve on l\i« IuHim/ 

As illustr.Ttinf; the relalinus of father anti son, I may (|note 
an un[)uhliHhrd Irlicr from Ivlliot to Titl. tlalod 

lielniHUaus r^th OtltduT 17S5, and nuku'stMl hy Pill “Sliewn 
to the Ivinj^L**^ In it ICIlioi sUiU?s ilmt he went to 
merely for hathini;* hut was soon liononretl l>y the I'iIikt's 
company and confidence. Ife had ctunhated several tjf his pre- 
judices, ami this had not offeiuled Iiim; hnl the i’rince nskerl 
Idm In discuss inatlers with the Kind's Ministers, who would 
lIuM! rc|a»rl Iri the Kin|.f, lit* lluMi atids; 


'riien; is Ml uiin h ilillicully in piUUn^ Ujioii juprr the sero t rinniii- 
stances [ have leatnt, or in detailing; da* iiiiiiiinrnt danj.'M to whieh 
II.K.H. is I'Xptiscil liotna inauner ot file that ran hr lltnioti]^)i1y tnulri' 
Rlund only hv tiiosr who on* eyr winir'e.i s nl W, lhat, *»mi o) le-ijirrl in 
die Piini:r, 1 .simil hr jnsdrinl in not thvrilinj' ti|nm sti disin s 0 
»ul>jrrl, hm duU I may he idfiiwrd in a«lvaiut*, Ih.il in niy npinion 
|[.K.n. risks hein^ IohI u» liiiiisrlf, his family and liis rounUy il a loUil 
and Huddrii t*lian^e does nnt take piare. I will rvni vriiiure (o adil dml 
Ihu Prince in nl liiin iiinmrni nol insrnsihlr tliat nueh a t lunige is rtn es 
8ary and tlmi it is nne nf dm nmdvrs whirh make him ilesirniH of 
vifliliiig i\\Q (!nnlmerU under nuch rc^trieiiom^ m the KiiiK may think 
proper to adviHe. 


ICIlint adds that the Prince woiiht lravt*l only with t*iilnnt*lH 
Lee and Slauphler imd himself, if llu* Kinu and Pill up|ii*ived 
of Iji.s wflh him. 'Plut Ihinrt* Imjovl tu ecMMoniiA* mnl sa 

win hark the ^piod opinion of llu* Kinj; »indrouuliy. lie(Pdliol) 
would rejoii e if he rould fiulhrr this mnise. 

TluMh*sir(* tif ihe Prinrt* for forf*i|pi li.ivrl emirri wilh lha 
return of Mrs. iMt/.lmrlierl from her sec ret lour. 'I he Pririce*?^ 
pursuit of her now iMs ame lU'iii* iMfjrr fluiii ever, am! hr sne^ 
ceecled in inspirhuj her wilh fcvliu^js of love. ( !onse<|iienlly» 
on isth Decemlier lySj, he hetrelly married her, havin^{ 
four dayo previously assured his liosom rrieiul, ioo<, lhai there 
was no “ground for llirse. reports which of late have hern so 
malevolently circulnled." It is now jiroved beyond pos^jibiUly 
of doubt that the inarrir^;e was lenal {except in the polilirni 
sense above noticed), aiul that the I’rince did \m wife Rrievous 


‘ Pill MSS., tri$ 
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wrttiiK in latrni^lrnlly \hv Tiul.' Slir, u‘illi M ihc 

pruufs in luM’ tfam ionipiuiiii'.inp liiiu, 

iiiul llinrlnir hail tu riahnr rinlU’Ns sli^jltl^. Many liail 

ihc ^jniul hfii'it* III phur luM ili^'niiii'il hilrnrr lar ahuvi* liis nn- 
ijluslut^; (Irniah., and Suric'ly w.in inil in lsv*iin liy llu* 
qur-iiinn '‘Was hr manlrd nr nnl In vic^v til* ihrM^ fat In, is 
it di'Niiahlr In |iirsrnl a rulMrnj*lh ptnlr.ill nf lli’i Rnyal 
I li^»hin***^i^ I hr svnnilrr In dial rvrn In In** 1‘rrtlila thiys Ins 
namr muhl rvrr hr riHn|iarrtl wllh ihr tnnlrrt'?»i ainl mnst 
faithful Ilf Shakr*iprarr**i IhVctn, Prinrr Iduri/rl. That hr 
alhnvril hiuiM^f in hr p.unlrd in lhal viniM* ar^jiirs siiq*ular 
nH^iuiainr. \Va*i nnl tlnlrn innrr nt*arly lihi prnlnlypr? 

li wtnilil hr lnlrrc»»liun In kiiuwwhrthrr the Kii4( and yilcrii 
vverr nwarr iif ihr *irirrl inaiti»n;r. I hr niicrii in a private 
interview prrssrd him in Irll ihr irnlh; hut hr prnhahly ctjui- 
Vnralrth 1‘lirir arliun hr'tpiMk'* prrpirxily. In laiv.ilr they 
Ircalrtl Mrs. InidinlKsl kinilly* hut nrvrr unrivrti hrr at 
C'nurl/ That l*iU was mil ill-inlnininl un ihr Mihjn t apprars 
fmin llir liilliivvin^' hilhrrin unpuhlh*h('tl h tin liniii hr« hnUlirr, 
ihr hiarliil ( halli.nii. It i** undalnl,hul pniliahly hrlmip/t n* ihr 
ninnth III I )n rinliri t / ^ 

I l.aili*) » \\*» ♦liii' vti.iy.'* 

Mv I n Ml ihinnu M, 

I h.iM* had a dr il rj i »»iiv< iviImmi ^Mlh ^^ll * ‘ mm ihi* 

laihjrt t )im wrdii tl Miiar mlMraialiiiu upmi. 'I'iir \r^\M ul ^^lii* li havr* 
nil ihaiht ntt iity iiuml m| ilu* rjiihit'i having lua tuily nrii rrij in marry 
h-, hill lakni mramifri itmanU iH an iiiiipItnliiiiriiL Many t iri inin 
HUnrrrj rmilirm thu npnnniit hut llil^ iiiui h i**, 1 ihink, rnlain niforma^ 
liuUi whit h iti that ihr It'iU'r* fruni ihr P. iifli rina U wt rr iduavn by 
him^*lf In Mrri. S - » (hr inuiltrr, tinin wluim .Sir (^lrllally Imm 

it irnmrihalrly, nnil ihr Iclirr frnrn Mr?t, K lo her mnihrri in wlnili nlia 
infnrnis hrr nl lirf ninnml ^ir C* - ha^ arrn an nilra* l nh iiml is 
pfinnrud i\ iupy nf |i(|« wlinh I Miall «»rr [i niuti, litiwrvn, ! ihink, 
»adl rmiain vrfy diaihlhd, nil (hr ‘arp i-j id)«iilMlr|y mkni* win tin r tl 
rvrr will, nr whrlht T it r* imnr than a l.ra rtUiri (n ^<ini lin wiiIimiii, hut 


* \V It WilUnr M m !• n/1n ihrii .mil c.rtit^;r I V, * i, 

’ A#/, 1, I V, ■/; I .4ii^;il.ilr, ** ^lrn^ . o| Mr- )* ilUirilM 1 1,' I-*.:' I M, Lp; 
IC'Ji* . II, hI *» n 

* I’lU M* ‘ai i iiii.iliy l i *»ii t .tifi.iUy I l.i(.:j *-i atiM, inanicsK 

P'raiMt'), ihr > Millie .l ilt I nl Mm I iichnhrii ."(lit) ihr ^ ilri iiiiitiiri 
v-i.n a il.i'it^;iilrf i,| hihii hYiiii^:n»it i*! ihf Ntiillumihnl mU l.ttnily iif lltitl 
iMHir. Ill) hnaliri v*.i j ihr «« ihr n»tii« r. 
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Sir C. and nil lu;r family scorn perfcrily convinced thai In: s«-riously imd 
at nil cvenls iiUonds ll. They arc averse lo il; liul the pcr.snn in ilie 
P" confidence iijion il and iiiohI einploycd in il is Mr. KrrinKlini, 
hiisbnnd of I July Itronglunn. lie is stipiioHcd U) be ibo |icrsim wlui is 
lo go over ns ber relnlion lo be |ticsenl nl ibe cerenumy. 1 Imve en> 
deavoured lo learn wbal I eouM ns lo ibe poinl of wbclber »be won'd 
cbnngo ber religion or not. Sbe ni prest-ni says she will not; Inil Sir 

d' seems lo ibink ibnl sbe niigbi be Inoiigbl lo tbni wbenever ibn 

marriage wits declared. The im sent inlenlion seems lo be tbnt it filioiild 
bo kepi Bccrel, but Ibnl, ber conseieiiet; Ibiis satisfied, sbe is to appear, 
and l)(! received as, bis inisire.Hs; amt f lieluwe it is pn iiy ecriaiii dial 
be has a piomise from u eerlain dnetieNS to visit ber iiiul go nbonl wilb 
ber wbeii sbe eomes. . . . 

Clonriy llu: bbn l nf rbitlbitiii t nine very near llir It nib. Kir 
Cai naby 1 1 iiggerslon knew ibe siu rel, and elutse lo reveal a 
good deal of il. Mr. l%ri inglon was Die britle’.s iiiu le, aiul gave, 
her away al Ibe secrel ccreitmny al l«:r bouse, in i'ark l ane on 
151b December.' The Duchess «if Devonsbire early rccognircd 
Mrs, Kllzberbcrl, niul frcipienlly enlerlftliicd ber along with the 
I’rincc. 

Tlie IMsoh wllb Mrs. l''ilzberberl (for it was ostensibly nolbing 
more) of course did not lessen cxiitmaes nt (‘nrllon House. Tlic 
Prince insislcd tm her moving lo a larger realdencc nnti enter- 
taining on a lavish .scale. As for (airllon House, il "cxliibllet] 
a per|)Clunl sceuc of excess, unresirained by tiny wise .>iti|)erin- 
lentience."’ Il was Iherefine naliiriil timl Ibe I’riiue's friemla 
.should ply I'arllameiil with itsiiiestH for larger fumis in ibe 
spring of lyKfi. 'Hu; mailer came np, not lnap|tr<iprlale|y, during 
dubnlcs on llu: ilenHency in tlie. Civil l.ist. 'I’liiil most brilliant 
ofwil.saiitl most geiiia) of Imioii (‘innpanionK, kiriinrd Urjit.sley 
Kbcridnii, had now esponsed llie I'riiice’.s « attse. Willi bia cus- 
loinary charm be dragged in ibe .snbjecl of the moiieinry wttes 
of Ida patrrtn, pointing out ilnil ihe digiiily of the Crttwn <le* 
manded an ampler provision and the paymcni of ihe existing 
dcbla. Pill replied limt Ibis matter was not Itefore ibc House, 
and added tbnl, uh be bad received no Inslniclioiis on ibc 
Hubjcct, be would not be ho pre.sumpluouH as (u offer any private 
uplnion on il. 

Undclcrrcd by tliia freezing rebuke to Shcrldnu, b’ox tm die 


' W. II. Wilkins, (>p. lit-t i, ny, 


’ Wrnsnll, iv, 306. 
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clay ralsc'cl titc .same (|(tc;slinn, maintainiut' lhal it was a 
nial ativanlane f«ir the I lcir-Ap|)aiTiil to bu able to live not 
:ly ill case but in splcmloiir. This patriotic appeal fell on 
ears. 'I'lie coimtiy ^;eiUlentcn who on the score of expense 
lately ileeitled to leave Portsmouth ami I’lymoiith open to 
k, were not likely to vote away on the or^jics of (!arllon 
se an extra >ami of /Iso.txx) a year, which in fourteen years 
tl have nuule the two jfreal tiockynrd towns 1ntpre^^•• 
IV b'ox wisely refrained from pres-sing bi.s demand, and 
hsnfetl no explanation as to how the nation would benefit 
the emoiiraf'emcnt of cxtravn^;nncR In I’nl) Mall.' t'learly 
’rince's friends were in a hopeless minority. Accordingly 
t;nan im»ro stoutly than ever to deny his mnrrin(te with 
Idt/herbcrl: but in sucli a case character cunnts for more 
oaths and asseverations, 

I the miserable affair drnj,{j;ed on. The Kintj rcfu.scti cverj* 
ent for hel|t for the I’rinee, donblles.s in the hope that debt 
d eompel biin lo ^Ivc up his mistress, 'I'he debl.s there- 
jfiew apace, until In the snminer of 17K6 (iurllon Mouse 
ill dain'rr of beiin; seized by llie brokers. It is clear ibat 
silled with the Kiiiij. (Jrorj;e III frei|ueiitly comiiiemled 
for bis wise tidviee; but luifortuualely iieatiy all the 
rs from Pill to bis sovereitjn, especially 011 lids lopii-, 
a^'o di'i.ippivired from the I.ibrary at VVind.sor, a Int'bly 
idous cireumstmicr'. We know, however, that, as trarly as 
•h and April 1785, the Kini-; np|>rove<l the message!* tlrawii 
y Pitt from the Sovereign to the Prince. In general they 
I to have Ireeii drafted by the Minister: and llie following 
in IMtt'a writini;, but dated by the King and with one 
t correction, remains ns (irnof that Pill was the mouthpiece 
lie royal rebiiken. it is ciitlorsed " Draft of Letter from the 
f to the Prince of Wales": 

\ViNnsoH,y«/r H, lyKr,.' 

tiT Ml ofini rcpentinn tu the Prince ortVnles the sanie Nciitiiin nts 
If hubjri'i III' Ins iipplii iiiiiiiis, mill with mo little effrcl, I slnutltl mid 
nx liiillii r lit pri M lit. Hiil I innst enpresH iiiy* hiirjirise at n-i l iving 
er tmiii him in wliii It In* ntali s liimself to In* I'onvineril that lie hits 
.emii 111 i-siH-i I l•itll^•r ill |iii -iriil or in fiuiiie die siiiiillesl iissistalice 


Purl llioi \*v, I i.|H ^r,j IV, i'i.| fi. 

'ill 111) I nr iiiliri ii<lru;ii«.ra nrc llif Killg'n IcUCth to Pitt in 

mill N<i|tolriin .Mill rll.inim '* 
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frtiin \m\ A rcfm'nca Icj \\\y Iasi kTltrr * luul In llu* fiMiuri l uurstHutil 
ciHT iniglu hlu'W liiin wluU il was I rxpriTril hi fmr 1 1 miUl ruin- Imlln r 
on iho fnnsuU’iulitni uf llir ss. 11 hr c‘tiUi»M s n* inti ipirl svhiU 

Ims imtihid iiUnu rctusal i»n my pail In lakr mrasnirs in any l asit Inr 
liLs aasislmu’is ihr c-tuist ipirm r (»( Ihs ihiiiift m» ran hr nnpuinl nnly In 
hia own tliTcrininulinn." 


Tliiil IIk* ilrlails of llu* r>C|KMuIiluu* at C arlltm Ihmsn Wrr« 
hud hrfuir I'lU is cUsir fr«»in ihr rvidrmr tsnUiilmnl in ihc 
hill hapns, Thu parhrl *‘nlillr*l ** Print r i*l W.ilrH^s DrliH/' 
ufTniTls pieplant nsnlinif. hr it rrcnrnd»rrr<l, at (hr vrry titn« 

whrn IhlL was straininir rvriy nrrvr In Irssrii llir Naliunal 
Drill, In rrhuild tlir navy* aiul In rnahlr l^np;lantl In Inuk hrr 
riu’inirs tuuv nmir in ihr (au*, llir I'rinrr wan srpuimlrrinp 
inniiry nn rare* wiiu s nii yihiiiiy, ninmln, aiul «mi jrwrllrry Tnr 
Mrs. l'‘il/hrilK‘iU h**hin iMinadriril u '* nni nnrrasnnahla 
hill" hy hrr hilrsl hinp,ra|ihrr." An nniiial r^liiinilr linrs thr 
Inlal rxprmliiurr eil ihr Print r Inr llir yr.ir*i I7H,| at 

(‘‘t* <it thr nilr nf j6i4i,tK>ti i\ yriifj nnt( yrl thru* wrrr 
“arrears nnl yc*l In hantl" Pailiarnrnl luut vnlrtl /..v*/*^** n*f 
Ihc furnisliluK t*f (‘arlinn llmisr; Iml in 17H7 llir Priinr mn 
sidled ihr wrifarr t\( llir nulimi hy nt‘crpliu|,j; nn r^liinatr nf 
/i'.p7,7(K) Htr rxlmsinns and ilrrnrnli'nns ; nnrl Inir in l7H«j (ir 
stmglil slid furllirr tf» slirn^ilirn llir nicmarrliy by wprndinK 
/^llO.SCK) nn further splrndmirs* *I‘hry inrliulrtl “a iirw ihrniir 
and Slalr IkmI, furniinrr Iriminrd with rirh ynhl larr. aP.n nrw 
(hu'nratinns in llir (irral Hall, a (‘hinrsr 1 Iniwinp. Unnin, rir,*’ 
'riir Pill Papers rtinlain im rrlrimrt* in ihr -.11111** mt ihr 

Pavilion at Hriylilnn in thr yrais 17H1;, i7Mfi; Imi, rvni in llw 
prr-nrirnlal Inrni, il allnnlrd siii^pilar preml nf ihr tlr-.irr nf 
ihr Priiir r Inr ipiiri and rmiHuny at liiat walriinipplat r, 

Murh liaslK'rii inadr «»( ihr rrlrr ii< Imu rils nf July 17^1 », wlirn 
llir wurks nn (*ailtmi lltaiM* urrr sn-»priidril, and Ihr hail n( lhal 
pahillal rrsidrnrr was iln^nl, Whalrvrr wnr ihr nmiivrs that 
prompted llinl new drvrtnpinenl, it mum i('<rirtl, as thr furr^ 
^;ninR fitjurcs Imvr slunvru 'Phe Prinrr’s nrerssiiirs iH-iiif^ ns 
as ever, hr found means to hriiiK his rase hrfnrr Parliainmi in 
tlic dclmlcs of ;»oih, ^•♦jlh. and 271)1 April 17^7. 'riirmijnm Pill 
elearly hinted that Ihr impiiry, if inailr at all, rruiNl U- iiia<lr 


' The Kinjtj uUercil ihls u* “ wnurii uir-JiaKt? “ " Pill MhN , lui;. 

^ W. 1 1 . \Vilkin%r/v, I, i 6 i. 
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loroughly, and that he would in that case be most reluctantly 
'iven “to the disclosure of circumstances which he should 
herwise think it his duty to conceal.” The House quivered 
ith excitement at the untactful utterance — one of Pitt's few 
istakes in Parliament Sheridan, with his usual skill and 
irlng, took up the challenge and virtually defied Pitt to do his 
orst. Pitt thereupon declared that he referred solely to 
icuniary matters. 

Everyone, however, knew that the iMtzherbert question was 
ally at stake; and the general dislike to any discussion, even 
1 the debts, was voiced by the heavy Devonshire squire, who 
as to find immortality in the “Rolliad.” Rollc asserted on 
^th April that any such debate would affect the constitution 
>th in Church and State. Undaunted by Sheridan’s salvos of 
it, he stuck to his guns, with the result that on the 30th Fox 
*ed off a seemingly crushing discharge. As Sheridan had de- 
ared that the Prince in no wise shrank from the fullest inquiry, 
le Whig chieftain now solemnly assured the House that the 
ported marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert was a low and malicious 
ilumny. When the tenacious Devonian plied him with the 
lal inquiry whether he spoke from direct authority, Fox replied 
ith the utmost emphasis that he did. 

We now know that Fox had been cruelly deceived by the 
rince. Fut in that age the assertion of Fox was considered as 
most final, save by those who marked the lofty acorn poured 
/ Mrs. Fitzherbert on her unwitting traducer. In Parliament 
le victory lay with the Prince; but even there Rolle firmly 
tfused to comply with Sheridan’s challenging request and 
3clare himself satisfied. To the outsido world it was clear that 
ther the heir to the throne or Fox had lied. 

The letters of George III to Pitt in May 1787 and PitPs sug- 
istlons for a settlement of the dispute, show that the perturbed 
lonarch placed absolute confidence in his Minister. Very note- 
orthy is the King’s assertion that there could be no reconcilia- 
□n until his son consented to marry and to retrench his 
ependiture. His letter of 20th May 1787 to Pitt further proves 
lat the proposal to add ;^io,ooo to the Prince’s income eman- 
:cd from Pitt, and was acquiesced in somewhat reluctantly by 
le King,^ 

^ This letter refutes the statement of Huish (op, ciL^ i, [69) that Pitt was 
pertinacious as the King In refusing to help the Prince. 
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This expedient broii^jht nlmul n partial rcroncilinti<»n lu’twct'ii 
father and son. On the Hlntnt' reoxnineiulalinn nf I’ill. i'.irlia. 
ment ftllfnvcd the extra Xio.rxx) ii3’tMr, l>rihlt N(;ra»iti?if; ji-'o.rxxi 
on behalf of the new works at Carlton House, anti payinj; 
;i^l6l,cxx) lowunis the extinction of the i’rince's tiehls, on his 
express assurance that he wtnild not exceed his income in the 
future. ‘l‘hc v'ot<; was unatiinions. Tln'reitpon the Kii»(; Wtuved 
the question of the I'rince's inarri:it;e; stint least we may infer 
from the fact that tliey had a hmi; interview on .tfith Maj* 17H7 
at the Queen'.s House f Hnckiiqjham House), at the close nf 
which the I'rifice prticecdetl lotjrcct Itis mother ami sisirr-.. ‘I'he 
parents had few happier tlays than that; and their joj* was 
crowned a little later by the return of b’lederick, Dnke of York, 
after a loiqj residence in (irrinan\>. lonnij* Ibtrney ilescribes the 
radiant (flathiess tif thtf K/iq' ami (Jiieen as tJie_r pacetl aloriff 
the tcrr.ice at Wimlsor with their sohlicr son; and the inhabit, 
ants of the royal c ity crowded to witness the pleasinj.; scene. It 
.speaks well ftir the I'riiice of VVules, tltul he posted olf Irom 
lirifi'hlou mi the iiciv.s of his bntther's homr c(iiiiln}(, in mtler to 
double the pleasure of his parents. For a lime, tiKi, the I'rince 
thau(;hl more, kindly of I'ill; so we may Infer frttin the slate* 
ment of St. Le^cr to the Maripiis of IhickinKham that his feellnt's 
towards l»im hrul nitererl since the iieKOtlalloii on the subject of 
hlH dcblH.* Hut these, .seiiliincnls of ('rntilude soon vanished nlon|;{ 
with the virtuous niul economical mmid of which they were the 
outcome. Those who break their worti naturally hale the man 
to whom they had pkvlj'cd It. 

In llie winter of 17K7-H the two I’rinccs a^jain ab.indone(l 
thcinselves toilrinkiiitj and (.pmdiliiq'. 'I'he dead set made ay,;dnNt 
IMtt over the Warren Hastiiq's trial ami Indian affairs so far 
weakened his jiosit/on that the IVimrs cmmtetl on lilt fill atid 
hoped for the advent to (tower of the l’'ox*.Sheridun cli(|iic. 
Certain it Is that Ihej' drank and (dayrd very dceji. (ieticrnl 
Grant, wrltlnif to Cornwallis, 6 th A|>rll 17HH, says: 


The Prince [of Wnlesl has tauahl the IHikr (of Ymk) to «/rj «4 in the 
most liberni and ca|)iouH way; and iltc; Duke in return has Item ri|unlty 
successful in leaching Ids Ittollier to lose his iiioney nt nil sorts of (day 
Quitiaf, HnKnril, &c— to the amount, ns we are tokl, of very large smnB 


' " Uropmare I’.,*' i, 36a. 
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our of India (Ji'iu-riil Smilli ' and Adiuiral wlxi lioih wanted 
^ mucli. 'I'liese play puriicH liave cltiedy lakeii plact* at a mrw < Udi 
d tliifl wiiittT by the Prince of WoJc.i in op(>o>>itioM to Hro(>kN'«, 
so ’l‘arloH>n and Jack I'ayno, proptisod by lI.R.ll., wore black- 
1 .* 


this now club, called the Dover IIoii.se or Wolzie’a club, lltc 

0 oricn won tir lost nr ;C3 ,ckx) lit a silting. In oiher 

I'ltulorick .snnglu In bcUcr hi.H broiber's oxiiin|)lt', so timt 
unp.iny was thought tmuvais ton by young nobles.* 
inparod with these buffooneries, political opposition was 
all mailer. lUil the King deeply resented the nagging 
H of his son at any lime of crisi.s. Such a lime came in 
h 17KH, when a sharp dispute arose between Pill and the 

India C!om|niny, It originated In the Dutch troubles of 
irovious summer. 'Phe [nospecl of war with l•■rancc was 
iile that lh<r India Hoard sent out four regiments in order 
reugthen the Hrilish garrisons In Iialla. At the lime the 
ilors of the fompany fully n|»proved of this step; but when 

njiH-tiriirrid .Smilli, M.l’., was iwli ti unwited fur btilmiy. Ills nick 
w.e. " llyilci All." 

U’liriiwallis C.iircsp," i, V/-1. .1^5. Payne was a cimlidenllal liieml of 
lin e, will! niinie liini gninplrnllnr iif Ins llnuselintil anil l.nnl Waolnii 
.Siaiinertes in (‘innwalt. 

Ilin kiitKliaiii I’.,” i, .gi.t, jr,,|. 

lie Pin MSS, aaH, is a Mriiuirantlnm, emlnmed jnniinry iy<n, enliileil 
ils Ilf a Plan fur a new Arranitetnenl iif the Prime of Wales's Alfaira." 
es dint liis ilelils dien lunninned 10 / 4 l 3 , 5 u jr, K//; he ttwcil £<*>,000 
Cnims the Imnkcrt Pin's banker) 1 and lieiniKbl at any lime bo called 
pay ns inm li as ,£i 7 o,cxxj. It wmild bo dimuili to induce Pnrlinincnl 
«riy part of these debts. Moreover, surh a deinnnd " wnuld ntford a 
opir of declmnntion to ilinso who already use die espenses of Unynity 
cn/fino l« ojiernic upon weak rnimls in order Jo effecomjo JhrlritKinmce 
je, (he fiverlhrow of ovcrylhiiiK diunillcd, everyddng snr red, evcryllibiK 
lie and rrspei table in Miclnl life.” 'I'he nnonyinons nnnpiler therefcirA 
sis llio rnisiiiH of n loan in per cent., so ns to rovei (lie "iirKeiil" 
BinrivimiiiK til /.viy.sn. (.'irdilnrit would pmbnbly rmisenl In die 
li ntion ” of 30 per cent, finm wlinl was owed them and Im romnn wiiii 
rent, interest riii the remainder. 

>1r. tW. Kilovillinni, nf 45, Slnnne .Street, in May 171;$ siiKKesied a 

1 fur inisiiiK ;{;3,i<xi,is«i, nf whii b ;if<5<i,o()o slinnUI kii in the ilist liarHO 
Prim e's debts, i ,<x>o,ooo to the .trclibislmps fnr the fiirniiiiK of A 

forniiftinK the sti|iend of every clerayman to /too n yean /f|o«,ooo 
reserved ns iirites in the linicryj and to be set apart for 

ses. 
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the wnr-cloiitl blow over, tliey objcclccl lo [my ihc bill. I’iU in* 
sialecl Umt the India Act of 1784 made them liable fur the 
Irnnsport of troops when the Hoard jiltlfjed it iiceessiiry: and In 
February 17H8 he br<nij;ht in a Declaratory Hill to that efiTect. 

At once the (lompany Rumj to the winds nil Hense of ^;r>itilnde 
to its saviour, aiui made u.se of the met) who four years previously 
had .sout;hL its destruclhui. I'ox and ICrskiiic figured as its 
champion.s, and the Prince of Wales primed the latter well with 
brandy before he went in Ui attack Pill. ‘Pile result was a 
lamentable display of Hillinpsipue, «)f which Pitt lot»k no notice, 
ami ilje Ministry iriitmplted by .f.j.} at.Miiisj j j.S ( ptl .Marclt). 

Hut the clamour raised aipiinsl the me.e.ure bad muu* cdfecl 
two nh'lils later, when h'o.x dareel Pitt lu try the case in a mml 
of law. liisif.itl of replyiinj, Pill (rebly leinaiknl lli.n he ilesired 
to postpone his answer to a later slap.e of the ilelMtcs, 'I his 
ama/.iii|' torpor was ascribed to a temjiuraiy indispusiiion ; Imt 
tmly the few were aware that the I'rime Minister h.td tlriink 
dc(;]>ly the previous iii^hl at the Manpiis of Hucktn|.tliam‘s house 
iii Pal) Mall hi (he cotnpaoy of Dtmdas ami the Dm liess of 
(lordon — that apirilcd lady whose charms are immortall/ml in 
the song, “Jenny o‘ Menlcilh.'" Wit ami joviality were now 
replaced by a heaviness that botlctl ill for the. Ministry, whose 
majority sank to fifty-seven. Two days later, however, Pill pulled 
himself and his parly Uigelher, accepted certain ninemlmcnts 
rululing lu palrunage, hut crushed his oppinirntM on the main 
i.saue. To the lumoyance <*f (he Prince of Wales ami lotx, the 
(hivernmetit emerged triumphant from wlun had seemed (u be 
certain <lisaster. Wra.xall never wmie ■> truer word tli.m when 
he ascrllted I’ilP.s final triumph to liis chaiatter. Lveii in his 
temporary retreat he had commanded ies|tr< i, so (hut Ibirkp, 
who hurried up cKullingly from the Wurren llastint's trial, was 
fnin to any that the Prime Minister sialiered Ids ashes with 
dignity and wore his sackcloth like a rola* of purple. 

The prestige of the Ministry nIuuic once more with full 
mdiance on (he Jliidgci nigliifsth Way 17HK). I'iti pointed out 
that the past year hiul l>ern a lime of e.sceptiomil strain. The 
Dutch crisis and the imminence of war with j•'rant ^ had entailed 
preparations which cost nearly jCt.stxr.txxj. The relief of the 
i’rincc of Wnlc.s absorbed in all £ 1 81 .txxx The sum of X>,ugo,0(X) 


' “ ItucklnKlmm I’.,'' i, 361 j Wr«*all, tv, .j jg j y, jj.tf. 
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1 been cxjKMuIrcl in ihtr last funr year^i on iinpnivnuKNUs In 
naval sta viee. ! Ir bad raised no loan and hn|n»s(Ml no new 
t:s. Neverlbeless. ihr sum of/a.qcKVH^O had been written off 
n the NiUional l>ebl» and even so. there was a slip, lit snrplu.s 
'I’he etindilion of the finanees of !**ran<‘(‘ snppUed 
Minisua* with a tellinj^ eonlrast. It was W('ll known that, 
pile many relrenelunents, the deficit anuiimt<Ml U\ 
these linaneial statements we may discern the cause of the 
sich R('volntion and of the orderly tlevelopment of l^n^|;talul 
n vain did box and Sheridan seek to dissipate the liopes 
tiseil by the C'hancellor of the l''.>cel\equer. Sf» experienced a 
incier as Ihdtenry justified Ins statement, and Die country at 
.;e felt assured of the advent of a time of abnumliinr pros- 
ily. Aa fr^r b*ran<:e» the inahilily of lier statesmen, even of 
cker, to avert tlie crisis caused hy reckless liorrowint!; and 
pid taxation, seemed to be the lies! possible ntntranlee for 
ice. IhU's concern at the re"ap[»i»inlment of NecUer in An|.pist 
a|i|»ears in a letter to (iienvilh* in which he desi rilu's it as 
M)st tla^ worst event that loiild liapprn a ruriims rrmnrk 
ich shows how <‘losrly he connectisl tin* power of a State 
h its financial prosperity/ Tims the year 17 SS wore on, with 
’peninp plooiri fi»r l•'ranct», and with every appearance* of calm 
.1 happiness for llir Island Power, nnlil a mystiTious mahuly 
ni;i< down the KintJ and invi»lved evcrytliiini ttt confusion. 


'Mirnpimui? I*./' I» (irravillc rcpllrtl un isl Srpicinhtir iliiu he 
iialu tlw ric()uc;iu 4 )mnKC» in Kraia c would undorinaie hoi puwor and »o 
ick llmt norl of iinrlHue and rc!si)csHnt»'si wliklt kcr|n la liut water 
in wliilfj wo iiro iMie*! < nnlidcni of the imjio'it^ihirny of any HOiious oftorl 
in lliolr achc*ino%/' He ihon nn nK^’^semont ris to ilia forccH to be 

a by dm two Pnwar» in dm Kmi (Pin MSB., 140). 


CHAPTER XVIII 

THE REGENCY CRISIS 


Dost thou so hunger for mine empty chair 

That thou will needs invest thee with mine honours 

Before the hour be ripe? 

Shakespeare, Henry IV ^ Part Jh 

The line which bounded the royal prerogative, though in general sufTicicnlly 
clear, had not everywhere been drawn with accuracy and distinclncss,--’ 
Macaulay, 

T he causes of insanity are generally obscure. In the catie 
of George HI the disease cannot be traced to a progenitor, 
nor did it descend to his issue, unless the moral perversity of hi a 
sons be regarded as a form of mental obliquity. It is highly 
probable that the conduct of the Prince of Wales and the Duke 
of York produced in their father a state of nervous tension con-* 
ducive to, if not the actual cause of, madness. No proof of this 
is possible; but having regard to the King^s despotic temper, 
his love of plain living, and his horror of gambling and de- 
bauchery, we may plausibly refer to a private cause tlic sudden 
breakdown of a strong constitution at a time when public 
affairs had become singularly calm, 

Throughout the summer of 1788 he became steadily weaker. 
A stay at Cheltenham was of no avail. Indeed, an enemy of 
that place tried to assign the King^s malady solely to its waters. 
The King had to forego the long walks and rides which had 
formerly tired out all his suite; and in October he returned 
to Kew much aged and broken. Nevertheless the indomit- 
able will asserted itself in one curious detail. He always re* 
mained standing during interviews with his Ministers; and ho 
is stated by George Rose to have kept on his feet for three 
hours and forty minutes during a portentous interview witli 
Pitt, which must have strained his strength to the breaking 
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it.‘ At thu Icvcc (if 2^|th Octiilipr at St. Jiuncs’s, lu*, made, 
raiHcnvoiJliy ufl’orl to a/>|H'ur well in order "to Ht<)|i fiirtlicr 
and any fall of the slocks.’* Hnl the clToil was loo ^rcal, 
’ill jK:rct;iv<;d afterwards dnrinf; a (iriv'atc itilcrvicw. 
fevtnlludc'is, on tin* followin^f day lltt; Kin};: removed to 
idsor. Tlnax: the declino in health continued, .so that, after 
ndin(.j a lunil, he exelatmed to laidy I'.ffini'ltain : " My dear 
yon see me all at once an old man,"* Kven .so lie con- 
tvi his corrcH[K)ndcncc with I’ilt much as usual, until on 
November lllere came a .sudden collap.sc. 

(H;iiin we have to confesH ignorance as to the final cause. 
I. l'a]iendiek, wife of the royal barber, ascrilws it to the King’s 
oyance at the endeavour of the Didte of York to introduce 
kish military instruments into the band of the (iuards. Rose 
UioriH a discussion with the Duke at dinner on the 5th, rcla- 
lu a murder. All, however, are agrcxsl that the merest 
CH liad Ion/.; .sufllerd to make the Khiff lUirtial and atrgry, as 
frenuenlly a|j|>eared during the drives with the. princesses, 
s peculiarity now sudthtnly rose to llu; ]ioint where inadness 
ins. It is e.vist said that at that dinner he without piovoca- 
1 suddenly rushed at the I'rince ol Wales, pinned iiim to iho 

l, and dared him to eontnulicl Ihe King of I'higinnd. The 
ice lini'Ml into tears, the tjneen became liy.stericid, and it was 
li some dillknlty ibal the King was indneed to retire to his 

m. 1 )ui ing that evening and night he raved inces.s:mlly, and the 
if jihyslcian, Sir ticorge ilakcr, fuarud lor his life. A curious 
dent is inenlioued by Mrs. i'a|K;ndick. She avers that on 
following night the King arose, took a candlp, and wont to 
k at the yueen ns aim slept. She awoke in an agony of 
•or, whereupon lie .soothed her and .seemed to lake comfort 
isclf. We may doubt the autbcntlcily of ibc incident, as also 
carrcctiicss of Mr.s. I’apcndick'.s narrative wiicii she dc.scrlbca 
offensive air of authority which the Prince of Wales at once 
limed, his demand of an interview with the yneen, even on 


t;. Kime, " liiiirics,” i, «6. 'flit! diuocif litis iiueivir.w is |iniiiiii>ly (iciwcen 
i fuul (h Uil>cr 

iv, rjj. Ni rarn (mnijililcti *' A ni«(r»ryof 
Muliitly/* by u uf iUc I'rcNfiH r (r'/Kg)* il in hinicil ilml lha 

1^1 wImIc* In Wiiu)* 9 nr I'/irki uIlKlilfO uful »)nmk ImncN with A 

Itch cif HU ohU tret*! rumariiu^ il tu ha xUa Kiti^ uf rriUf^tia, unci wm with 
kuUy pcraimdcil to roinuunt. 
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poliiicul aOTairii, and his Htrikin^ lha Ilnur with Ids siirk tu 
QKprcas displeasure.* 

It is certain, huwcvur, that ihr Urhiiviciur uf the Ihiiue was 
far from seendy, lie liu»k llu: diirt liim n| nirairs in itu* pal.ue 
with an iibniplncss which itiuscil the tjncvn niinh paiiu 

Nolhint*; was duno hut hy his unltis/' wnUe Miss Ihivnry; 
"the yi»cen inUrrfered n<iL in anylhin^:. She Iiv^mI nUiitdy \u 
her two new ri»oins, and ^ptnit the whuU* day in jMlirni ^t»|ri»w 
and retirement with her daughters/' W'misI nl his at l *. peiluips, 
was the laldii}.j puHses'.Inn uf the Kin^fs l*a|K‘i a piuicn liiiK 
which his Hpuhi^psis pass ue<’r in disc rn-t sih ni r. thun* 

(lucuinenls, w<* may nuit', were sevei*d which pruvi‘<| that Tilt 
had iii>l scddiaii diallril tlie luyal irhfik** .. )ij niJirr irs|HHtslhe 
exnltaliuil of the Ihinn* at least the veil ti| drieuiy, 

therein e<jinpaiini; (iiViMnai»ly with the juytuatNfdy e.s)»u*sMMl by 
Ids hdluweis at lh*Hiks\ i 

Secret iiilri^ites furassmintt tin* itiuiiiph »>l the Whi^^s lM-^;an 
at once, ll Is shpnlieain that that vrleian sihrmer, the L^td 
Clmncdlur, TlmrUiw, prueeeded t** Wiml mi ^th NuviuuIht, 
at the I'rincc's tuiumatuh and dined and Nuppnl with him. I he 
ualcnHiblo Jibjccl uf their mrelin^* was Im riaisider the nuale uf 
trenllnj{ His Majesty, wliu h»ul lieen viulmc dining liie iiij^ht/ 
llul llie design uf the IVIiue was lu drtat li tiMin Tilt the hi^*hesi 
Ic^nl aathurity in tiiehnul. *ru (Ids he was insti^alrcl hyt apCain 
i*ayne, (Nanplruller uf his Iluusrhuhl, wh*i wiuin lu Sheudan 
liiaL 'I'iinrluw wuidil (>rulMbly laKt? lid'll up|>taimnly id lucMkin^ 
with Ids culleayues, if they prupu.ed lu rr^lrh i the |muvi is uf 
Um Re^n iU/ l*aynean^ured eurm ily, rhurluwhatl hi**Minplrii 
as lu hiich a helrayid; but they vatdsheil at the siiy^jr^iiiiii that 
he hIuuiUI cunUmiu in his id^d* under the ftaihiunnug 

WluK Mininiry. 

TbiM inir^idii iin[)l[ed the hlielvln^iif Lurd 1 .uui^d^htiriiii)«h, who 
far five yearn hud attached Idinsrlf lu the Whi^*r» in the hu|>e uf 
gaining tho woolsack, Had h'uK been in ICnglatuI, it is uidtkely 
that he would have hunctiunetl lliin tjelrayai uf a friend in unter 

* ‘‘Court /inrl J*fivaio Mfo in the 'Janu of Qu<jc« t l«irJane,“ by Mnc 
i^aiwmllfik. a vok (tBU?); vol. li, 

" IhitkinBimm IV i, * li, •* Umrir^ i, g?. 

* T. Moore, '‘Mfe of .Shentian,'* ii, a?, whc?r« l'ayn» ahn thi^t 

Shoriilfin should quaslion Pitt ahum tht? |>ub(ic iiiiauamu«ui!i, tt '4 it mmld 
embarruas him “ciihcr wny.*' 
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lin over an t'uciny. lint, \vill\ Shciiilaii as u<i*‘i»el\veonp and 
Vince as sole arhiler, l\\c liaiy.ain was soon soUlrcL 
i)ecn lln<ivvn on ihrso i-venls liy the puldicalion of iIk! 
less of 1 )trviaishfr(''H Diary. I<! it she says: " IK* (Slurridan] 
ol resist playiny a sly j^anu*: hr ramH)l resist the pleaMure 
liny iilonr; and this, added to Ins naluitd want of jndy- 
, iind ilislilve iif naisnUnlion Iretpuadly lias iinnlc hin) eon)* 
)is fiiemls and himself.*' * Tcrliaps it was some sense of the 
istwoithifiesH of Sheridan which led 1 m)X» in the miilst of a 
inental lonr with Mrs. Arn^stead, to rclnrn from Holoyna at 
-eil which pnweil to he detrimental to his health. After a 
ley of i#n))’ nine da)'N, he arrived in l.undon on llte ;J4lli. 
IS loo late to stop tlm haryain with i'hmiow, and he at once 
met! Slieridan lliat he liad swallosvcti the hitter pill and felt 
iln)t)st jHissihle uneasitiess ahout ll)e whole, matter,* 
le Wliiys now had a spy in the enemy's cilailel, At first 
;vas not aware* of tin* fact, 'Die holdirty tif .st'Veial (aihieurt 
inys at Windsor, for tin* purpose of sMliny ll)e imsheal 
nee, enalded ‘rinnlow U\ ht*ar everythin)’ ami '^rf irlly to 
ihr* iH'Ws to the Ihiiii i*. Muieover, his fpief on sei*iny the 
at a lime wln n llni I’lime'** friemls knew him to l)e at 
oi'sl ’ was Ml lu'iu liem liii)!; tliat some htduittlers wt:u: le- 
eil i»f llie desi I i|ilion ol the player in " 1 lamlt*l 

Trail) ia hi*i ay^N, tli^nai tieii ia liin aspet (, 

A hnikra voitr, ;nul hi»i whale him non niiitina 

With laoitH tit ih^ I iiMicit. 

ch at least was the judgement ttf llte tiiseerniny few', who, 
Kaniiy Hurney, saw more real yrief in the diynified com- 
X of rill after dial iiievllably jminful Interview, Anlhorily 
nspect'* the rttyal patient was entrusted to Thurhnv, wlto 
stood at tlia foimlain head of knowledge. Yet these astute 
ninys and haryaininya were marred by the most trivial of 
enls. After one of tin* Chthiriei (Itmneils at Wimlsor, 
Hers were about to reitrrn to losvn, when ^I'hm low's fiat 
I not hr nuind, Sistreh was ntade for it in vain in the 
: il I hamluT, w'hen at last a paye eame up to tlie assemhleil 

^ Sii hrl, " SiifriU.m/* ii, 

Miwirr, “I.»lr of .ShrriHan," ii, 105,* f.‘nm|ibcll, 'M.ivcs of ihft Lord 
pllnr^i,*' vii, j.jH, j vj (nlii. ol 
Moore, rf/. o/ , p. J7. 
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MinUtcra and exclaimed with bnyinh franknena: ** My f^nnl^ I 
found it in tlic cabinet of I Ms Rc»yal IliKluiess." ‘rhe 
which spread (wer (he tMiancel|or‘.s wrinkled visa^r^ iluubled the 
effect of the boy's unconseious lunne-thrusl,* 

The {juesliou of the Regency has often been diHCU"«M*tl on 
abstract constiltuional ^(rtuiiulH, rriTcdeiUs were at tuue hunted 
U[), TKUticly, those of the years, *377, aiul U| 5 S,lht: 

last bc?infj considered on a par witlt tlie present case. Mut of 
course the whole question turned |»riniarily on the probability 
of lhcKiiqf‘siTC(jvery. Here it should be luUed that Cleijri-je III 
liad been afllicied by a mental malatly for a few weeks in the 
year 17^51 atui that a Kej;eney Mill was dratted Iml the 
need for it vanishetl.' I'lds f.iel was not widely known, but 
it must have isune to the knnwledfje of (he Primt^ of Wales, In 
view t»f the soinal conHlilnti*»n ami rejjnlar lile of the Kin^t, there 
Were f;o(»d ^jroumls for liopiiq;; that he svould a seeonti lime 
recover, 

Nevertheless, the reports of Sir Cieorj^r Haker, «»n behalf of 
Dr, Warren ami the iillier pbysieiims, as sent to rill, were at 
first discoura(,;ln(,f, As tliey Jiave mil licfore been pidihMted it 
will be well to cite tliem here almost in txrt^nxo from the Pitt 
Papers, No. 228 . 'J’hey arc dated from Urn (^Jueen's I*otlj»e, 
Windsor: 

f/atK (u i) nVioek; Sir (Jeorgi' linker [iretirnlw his rnnip** in Mr. Pin. 
I It! is very son y 1(1 inforin Mr. Pill that ihe Kingn deliritnii ha** cun 
lamed ihmagh ihe whole tlay. 'Pliere hrrins oi hr no |ir(n|iri i al prenml 
of a change eidier for die beUer or woif^e. II.M. in now laitn'r m a 
i|aicl hlale. Afrr». 8, H o'cltuk: (hnc’ tt| fwnn Vn pttwdrr 

which the King had lakeii helore Mr. l‘iU h U Windnor pnidined a 
gentle iien*|arinion hul no tliinmmion ol the delirnniii a rnmnd dem: 
Inken six lunna itfier the (irra, is now o|H'rating in the name tnafinrr hul 
with iiK liule effet I viptin ihe drlinuui. ui, 1788. 8 p hi.: 11. M. 

has but lillle fever, ii» very inroherml, hm widioui vehrnieme or laalily 
cffurUi, llumgh his filrengih appears in hr very hiilr ini|Mired. .Vt4». w, 
17BB:— H.M. Udkrd in a (|uiet tail itieuhrrcnl way itir whoir night ami 
h ihiH morning just as hr was ymirnluy. Hr tun raim a vrty good 
larakfaHl. 15, 17KK, to ji.iu.: 11. M, ban hrm driangnl ilir 

wliolu day, in a (piicl and ap|mrrnily happy way to hinnedf. /Vl't^ lU. 

' Cainphel), o 7 .| p. 351, who tuut die i^iary fmm Tliumaii (bcriMilr, 
See, loo, Wilhcrforce, i, jB 6 , 387. 

^ Dr. W. Ilunl, “Poliiitai ilini. of KngUml,*' x, fM’S* 
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1, This mtirnini;^ \m dirirtUKHc wan cunniNlcnl, hwi Urn principle 
wirioh it went for Ihc lunst |mrl nnnuliul in error, JVou. itt, 
I.: 1 [ M. ha<l a gocid lail die cIiMirder rcinaina uimlmtccL 

31 : ILM, liuH l>et?n . , . mure llum oru:o uiuler the inllucncc c^f 
leralile iriiluUun. A^<nK a;i. iq u.m.; H.M. iu entirely ilmm^cd 
lurniiiK in a tpiiet K^iud hnmuurud way. Mm, aa:— H.M. Hhewed 
iiiarkM uf a delmled inmipntuiun in Ihe eourne of ibe day. In the 
lie wa» morn c:utuii»lcnt. 

Irller ftiilowR from the Quern, llial ahe cnnRcnU In Uu* cftlliny; in 
ildinKUm.j 

/. 1788: -HU Majesty (mssed the wliola day in a perfectly 

(tal nlale.‘ Mm. 35, 1788: Ili« Majesty wh« nol t?nragccl nor 
^cd at the strict rcHirnm nndrr which he was [ml at 5 o^clock 
keening, Init grew (pdclcr and went to hed at g o^clock, and ih now 


im the tnilHcl IMlt viewed Ihu case with f^mve cuncern, but 
> means hupelessly, ‘I his will H[)|K?;tr rruin llic ftillowinp; 
nUrr.H uf Pill, llie furmer lu JUsln»p Prelynum (‘ruinline)i 
illcT tu the Mari|itis t/f Mnckinf'luun : 

Simday, Mm, lu, liyHHj.* 

Ukah UniMui'i 

V'lMi will have hrard csuiugh atnsidy i»f llir KingVi illnma to 
yun v<'iy nnc'.r»y, Thr hu l is dial it has hilliriln fuund liulr rrlirf 
nrdirinr, and, what is wuisi ul all, it \h atltsidt-il widi a drlirlnm 
MSP uf which ihr ph) nit Ians raniuil rinniy ascertain. ( Irt tin* whoto 
in Munr rouirr in apprrlu'iul the disorder may produce danger to 
?, hul there ia no iunnrdiale ayinptorn of danger rrl presml. Tim 
mora In be dreaded iw on the luulerhlanding. If thin la«i« (icyond 
^in lime it will pratluec the niuHi dinicult and delicate crisifi Im- 
dc in making provision fur the (lavrrnmrnl to go on. It nuiHt, 
'er, be yet aome weeka befure llml can rec|nira (iecialnn, but the 
al will hen truly nnxiuua one. . , . 

tc.) 

I Jnwning 8ireai, AVoa 15, 

UkAW 

I have nut hall time to ihank you Hullaienlly lor your 
kind and afTeciioiuite. letter, and tor the. cunnnunit alion thro' 

us idler lixrs Ilia dale of I'iil'n teller in (Jrcnvilte, headerl merely 
filay iiinrning," in "Hrnpminc P/' (i, jrn). Pin ipinirs die phra^a 
!ctly maai.u rd," amt adds " t begin to fear the pliyniiians Imvo been 
n lire right liiaa wc ihnught.'' 
retyman MSS* 
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CiienvilU*. You will K-arn from him ihal our Um aivouui'^ Ih’^iu lu wrar 
rftlluu‘ IV moro favuurablr aspri l, llin* tl» lo »'* not >rl ^runiul Jur vi ry 
ConficIfiU liupi-. *V\\vxv is r t-nainly now uo ilanj^i r lo hr* lili i lull Ihp 
ollujr alUTnalivp, wliirh llu ir was siim** il.iof^rr hi appn li* imI, was, if 
poBHilili*, iiHiii* ilisUi ssir^y^. Il si'rins inov jsi^sihli* llial a Inial rf’is»vi*ry 
may lako iilaa:, Inil rvon jim Um* Is si sii|HMisiiioii ilinr inusi null l>« a 
coiuiidrrahlr inlrrval ol jui\irly. . * . 

Grenvillo, a nwiri of sinipilarly ralnt and rt|nal»l»‘ U'liiiHT.iincnt 
(which prni'urcd for liiiu ihc* S|UMKt‘r*ihj|i *if ihc IImono nf 
inniis on lhi‘ firrcast* iil I’iiinwall rally in llir nr^i w.ii) \va\rt| 

indhpliuil as hr ilrsrrihcd in his hriilhrr ihr Unli* ’* nf ihr* n|r 
position. Oil /nlh Ntivnuhcr hr dci'lamh ** 1 hr ( ))ipn«iition 
have hern lakiliff inroju rivahlr p.iins l«i spirad ihr idra (hat Ins 
[ihi' Kinn'sl diMiuh'i is iminahlr. Ni'lliiiij' tan r\*rrd WairniN 
iridiscirlinii mi this Mihjct I ** ‘ I'lir iMiivitiinii j'ainrd pputiml 
llml the Iviiyal plij ‘m iaiis Ufir in Ira^pu* willi ihr Pi ini r; and 
^io In4;li did Irtdini; inn lhal shtuiu* wrif* Ihnij^t at thrin '* So 
much llir woi**!’ Ii»r y»oi il hr dors noi nsovn.** Hiis rxasjtrup 
tion of spirit waxrtl aparr as ihr jnhitation of ihr IhinrrN 
friunds hccainr insoirnlly palriil. Intlrril u\*$\r Irnililr ihaii llir 
lunacy itself was ihr spn Uu Ir of Ihr iiiiiij.;iirs lo \vhi« h it ^avr 
rise. 

As ihr reports privately sriil lo l*iu hy Ihr physh ians were 
far from hopeless, hr drlrnninrd u* awall ilevrlopnirnPi as lrin|; 
iiH possible hrliire lakliH; any decided siep On t.^lli N**vrinJKT 
he proposed lo llir Ihinr e of \Yalrs that Parliantrnt, tiisieiid of 
meeting in the fnllowiniit \vc*ek, shi*nhl l^e avljournrd for a fori^ 
ni|{hl, |o wliirh llieie camr* a ready asvriil * (hi ihr i;rih lie 
asked h ave to in(t»rni llie Priiur of whal lie pro|Hisrt| lo ilo on 
the meeliihj of I^lrlialnrnl, hut an Inlerview wan noi iinonlcd. 
ICIghl days laler the Prince impdred whclher he haii any pro- 
posal to nnike, hnl was answen t| hy a polile nrmalive. ‘Plia 
unciuny truce helwren them evidently neared iln end 

In liU rcKolve tii sift lo llie hnlUitn the iialiife of the titneane 
and the i»rubabiliiy ufa curc» Plu adviml itic calliny, in of his 
falhcr'ii doctor, Addini<lon, and lie carried lih ]HiinL On the 
28tlv and «}ijth the Prime Mlninler hiiiiseir saw the Monanh, 
who was pleased to see him. referred to iptesiioiin eUntainscd nl 
ilicir liirit interview, and Nliuwcd incoherence t liiclly in wander- 


’ ** liuckinalinui n./* li, rj. 


• ii hiKiei ** DmrniC i, B? 



liiK incfsinnlly from (me in anollin',' a Hiaiat Iciisilc nf 

ll\e (‘(tuvcTst! (if (loliU: Society, if scn-crcly, wimld 

warraitl lIuMdnsJjjmnenl to neillaiu dflialf (tf ils iiuisl cIu'iisIumI 
IftlkcrM. 

All oltsiMwiH are ajjieed that ihe Kinn coiiverM'd 
ralidiially al limes, a** was rtlsii the case in ihe nltai k «if !K().|.’ 
I'itl iheiefitre n siilvtsl In ilti M(tthin|.; whieh woiihl ilisiress llus 
Kill); In ihe eveitl of his rernvery. 'I'his il was whieh led him tt» 
decline all idea (tf a etinlilinn with the Whij's, and itt insist <»n 
resiriciinn the iinlhorily (tf Ihe Re^enl In rc|,;nrd In perHitiml 
mailers on which the Ivinjj laid tdress. The removal of Ihe 
inoiiaich In Kew House seems In havo hcen ihe. wish of the 
I'rince as well ns nf the I'ahincl; and it Innk (tlaec wilhenit 
mishap on 2<)th Nnvemher. 

Six days Inicr Ihirliamenl itvassemhled, and rarely has it had 
to fate pmltlems sn mtvel and delitale. In contrasi wiih ollittr 
nations, l•.n^Jland had been siiijjnl.irly free from the pel ple.vUies 
aUcndanl on a kcfjeiuy; Inil now she had lo hast ihein in an 
nciite foim. The monarch was not nnpopnlar, and his 1 i(*ir was 
dislrnsted. Yel il was indispnl.ihle dial, as l«!.e^;(•nt, be ((iiild 
choose bis own Miinsieis; and liis halieil of I'itl implied the 
dismiss.d of (hut Minister and iIk' lihnnph of Slirrid.in, box, .uid 
ihe loysleiiiij; sel al Ihiioks's. I'iii lell lillle donbl on lliis point 
and calmly pir pioed lo lesiune his pnu lice, ul the liar. The 
»r(ind mnsi have been a sharp ronllhl helween the I'rhiceV 
fricndN and ihcnallou: so that die fattrAil year wonirl have 
!»ecii iho growth of a polilical crisis, less complex than that of 
h’rnnce, it Is Irne, but fully as scrimiH as tlmi from whieh the 
nnlion was saved by bis timely decease In ihc mnnmer of the 
year All lids wna nt slake, nod much more. I'or who slmll 

measure ihe worth lo the iialinn of the fnijfnl and virliioiis life 
of (icorKc HI. and who can count tip the moral losses inflicterl 
on the nniional life by his son in his brief ascendancy? 

'riin Kind's (ihy.siclans bavins I teen examined by Ibo I'rivy 
I’nuiii il on 3rd Decemher, their e.videncc was laid heforn I'arlia* 
ment on die followhiy day. While diffcrin(' at many points, they 
JU.{reed lhal recovery was posslhln or even prob.d>le, Imi they 
could nol assiipi a limit of lime. Adopting' n HUKuestlon nf Kox, 

' (i. U(oc, " Diaries," I, </«. 

* '• ll((il«tnKliniii I*.," il *' (.Hiadcrly Ui)v.,“tv, 4</). 
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I'itt moved for the appoiiUinmt of a (‘ornmdtrr of (lio ffmisf 
fur the examination of the pliysleians. It rompriMMl iwmuy t»ne 
mcmhcr*i seicctal fr<iin two lihtK h)* thr Mioisiry and 

llic OpptisiUtnu *riu! loading; out of tin* final li'*! led to a Nin|.;ular 
.Hcenc, Not iniirh taunmejU was made t»n llu: twenty names, Imt 
before rcadinti ont Um last nann\ l*ili paused fur a iinnnenL At 
once the Ojiposition raiseil ericas uf “ Ihirke/' Still ISU re- 
mained silent. *ritt: eries were* reneweil innr<* hmdly. Hr then 
very quietly prc»posed Lord (tower. Mnrke threw Itine-elf liaek 
In his seal, crossed his arms violently, and ki« ked Itin heels with 
evident <liseoin|)osure,' 'fin* annoyamtr of the jptMt Iiishinan 
wan natural, as (*itt hati evnleiitly prepared (o intln t llie slq*lu, 
The U|iper Kouse a[»|Hiinled a similar t ummillre. 

The report hase<| on t)iis ioipiiry was presented liy |*jlt tn the 
House of t'oininons on the loth. It eomprisetl the rvirlein e, not 
only of ll)e roy«d physiriaiis, bill alsn uf an unlsidrr, llir l{ev. 
Ur. hVaiu is Willis who, duiiiqi; twenty eiyjit years ha*l super, 
vised .some t/JO eases ijf Innaiyal Ids resalentr near Itunlnii, 
ICveryonr ailiulUeil his jauaess in this lryin^' work, whit h may 
he fuserthed to llu* innnenee of a tsirnmandiiq* perstmalily, ami 
the firm and judicious treatinrnl which he subsiiinirtl fur the 
frequently violtml metlmds then In voj,;ur. I !r at once pmiunmceil 
the case far from hopeless; and, If wr may trust the stories told 
of the Kin^j; and his new physician, there was even at the imtsei 
very much of rnetlual in the madness. Tims, on hriiqj infcirmrd 
that Willis was a der^tymrui, the patient reinarkeil that hr c uidd 
not n()prove of Ills lakioff to llu* pi.n lic e of nirdiriiie This drew 
from Willis the reinatk th.d t'hrisi went ahiiui he.diiq; the slck» 
whereujioii the retort at ome fullnwed Ves; hut 1 nevei heard 
that he had a year for duin^ so." 'fhe at uleness of the 

Kln|{'H facidlies also appears in Ids rennark that a letter which 
he had written l<i llu* ijm*en wonhl not reach her, as his rrreni 
mlsnive to the Uuke of York hail not Inren nnsweied. ‘I’here* 
Upon Willis offertsi to lake (l liimself, and caused yjtuxi joy in 
the sufferer hy briny, in^j hack an affecUoimte letter in reply. 

Yet the Kiny mhmi felt the cjomirmtion of Ids will. This 
appeared when the royal jmtient refuned lu yo lo lied. As the 
King peluinntly mslsieih Willis raLrd Ids voice in commanding 
tonea which ensured comidete siihirdssltm. The trust which 


* **UI«ncl Ituraon PaiHirn,** 
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is reposcfl in Hit: Kiiij-f lisl him l<* IciiKlhs lhat were sharply 
ircd. VVlien llu; .snlTercr c'.vjircsscd a rlcsirc t<i shave htin- 
itni! complaiiu'd thal a ra/or ami even a knife had been 
U'ld from him, Willis al onee replied lhal he was sure Ilis 
sly ha<l Itiii slnmn; a sense nf whal he ttwed In God and 
U» make an imitmiier use (if il. He therefttre bruiti'hl a 
and kepi the [ntinarch nmier his eye until ihu growth 
ve weeks was remnved. This laelful Ircalinent speedily 
Uhl a marked dninife. Willis was far mure san^'uine than 
tlher allendanls,' In his evidence befnre ihc CommiUec on 
December, he slated lhal Ihe irrilalion was already aiib* 
I', attd lhal nine*tenlhs of his patients who had been simN 
aniicled recovered, generally wilhin three months from 
lirst seizure,* 

illis's Words aroused ihe liveliest hopes. In vain did ihc 
L;e's [)arly and ihc physicians se<ifr at the assurance of the 
lek ” or ’’ inlerloper.’’ The (Jneen and the nation believed in 
is; and his report ijKMlIy slrenijlhened I'ill’.s hands in deal- 
villi the lie(f<‘jiey. 'i’ltc more w<? knoH' of tlie niotives lhal 
enee<l voles in Parliament ihe mort; wc; see lhal they turned 
u* opinions of ihe »|oclors. The <h-seilion of Ihe Duke of 
fosberry to Ihtt Prince's parly w.»s due In a lonn con versa- 
which hi; had al Windsor with the pessimislii* Dr. Warren." 
lie conducl of tlie Prime Minister was caulioiis and leiUalive. 
itilli December, after presenlint; ihe medical evidence, he 
ed ihe a|ipoinlinenl of a coinmillce to invesliualc prccc- 
s. At once I'ox started to his feel and poured forth n 
anent rcnioiiHlrance. What need was there for such an In- 
y? (l svas merely a pretext for delay. The. heir-apparent 
of maliire tige and ca(mcily. lie Inul as clear a rinbl l<» take 
reins of tfovcrninenl ninl to exercise the sovcrcii^n power 
n|{ the Kinti's illness ns he wonhi have in case of death, 
inmcnl liad only to determine when he had the rk'lit to 
•else it; and as slmrt a lime as po.ssihle should elajise heforu 
Prim e assumed the soveieit'iily. 

ere, as so ofien, box marred his case hy his impetuo.sity, 
w.ilcheil him narrowly, and remarked cxiillautly to his 

ten tin |iiiviUc repnrls to Pitt in " I'itl niiti Nniiolroii MiHCcttiniies." 

' I'.iil. I till xKvii, <*ff, ){ivrs the; |it!iiiiil us ihrm nionllis; "llucklng* 
P>." >'• S7i K'ves it (rrroncuiisty, I think) ns five innnihs. 

VVraxnll, v, 
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nci^hbcmr: ** I'll uthWhiii llu: ^^cnllcinan ft»r llir rrsi til his life/' 
With eyes fiashiniJj tlefiiuu:e, lu' (Irniuniceil hf^ assrrtu<ffs nf (ho 
liylU <»r llic Prim e In assumt: llm Kr^;em‘y .is a hrra» li til ihc 
cunstilulioji, implying, as thry <liM (h.it the ll'Misr tiailtl emt 
even tlclilKiiaie on the ipu-.tinn. 'Ptu-y uuisl llierrluir in the first 
place assert their i»\vn riphts. 

Knx at tmee mse, nni to solien, Imt In rmphasi/r his previniin 
MtaieinenU. Ife tpieslinrusl whedirr riirliaiiieiit had the p<i\vcr 
of le^i^ilatinK at all until llie myal puwrr wrrr inaitr ijimuI. Now 
tImL tile (vinj( luul hern ailiiiittnl (** he iiitap.ihle, thrit a .senihly 
was a t'nnveiilimi, m>l a Pailiainnil. lie neM a.srrtetl that the 
Kei'eney IirhiU(;n| *»! liyhl (.« llir rriiut* nl W'alr. ilurinv; (ha 
civil tlealli nf llu" Kin;j: ami *' tlial it 1 niihl ri»»l he imire lrj.;ally 
his hj' the iiHliiiaiy ami natmal dniiisr iW ihe ('niwn/' ( hts was 
tanlaimuinl in sayinj.:; that linnlish law rnnpjii^eil Uinaiy as 
death, in whic h < ase an heir c mild a( mrir pii*.^r .n ihe prnperC)' 
of a luiialie. father, .iml a wile lie divnoed limn an insane hus< 
liiuut. Of cnui'.a (Ills is m*l so' hox *mrilifdfd hy aNserlti^} 
that, if Parliament arrnj,;atrtl in iinrlf tlie power ni nmninalii^; 
the Regent, it wmrhl act '•t otnrary to (hr spirit of the ioiiMhm 
linn ami wtailtl lie guilty o| treason/* 

Pith nil (he ( onlrary, altirmefi (hat (he Pfiiuc harl nn «uic h 
claim l<i the Regency us would siijiersede lire tight nf either 
Ilotisa to deliherate <in (he sitlijri t. Hr rvm irniured on (ha 
Mtarlliug asserlinn that apart Inun the ilriisiun of I'urllunieui 
"tlia Prince <if Wales had m» inorr* right (s|iraking of s(rle( 
right) to assume the goveininnil than any itther intlividuat sule 
jct.C of the t ciuntry/' ' *J his phmsr* is gmerally rpioterl whhoiit 
the tpialilyirig e.liuise, win* h niateiially alters it, piit «nirely did 
not mean to deny (lie priority of (he Haint of the i'rlnrr, hut 
rather to nflirni the sinirnne authority of Parlinmrnl; the ^ilaltv 
mcnl» however was nndeiiiahly over«st rained. In (hr main he 
carried the Itmisa with him. In vulii did Miirhe decialm aguliiNt 
Pith styling him u welf consliiiiicfi nimpHilor wlih Ihe Prlnrr, 

Uurkc is I'nlly parsmiified/* wrote Sir Wlllinm Young on ^and 
DcccmlKir, ** but shaking Ids rap ami liells under (he laurel of 
geniuH/'* The Hcnsc of the Housa wan clearly with the 1‘rhna 
MinLslar, and llu? comniiitre of Inrpjjry was appointrrf 

At the outset, than, l'*ox and his friands sitrained their ton- 

* May, ^^ConMitudonttl Itisi.,^H, xKvii, yrn;. 

* “ lUuklnKlmm P.” iif 71- 
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IS to breaking-point. In a technical sense their arguments 
be justified by reference to the dead past; but they were 
touch with the living present Fox himself had admitted 
? precedent could be found for this problem. A practical 
nan would therefore have sought to adapt the English 
:iition (which is a growing organism, not a body of rigid 
to the needs of the present crisis. By his eager declara- 
le left this course open for Pitt to take; and that great 
nentarian took it with masterly power. He resolved to 
lis case on the decisions arrived at in the Revolution 
:entury earlier which had affirmed the ascendancy of 
ment in all questions relating to a vacancy in the Crown 
lisputed succession. Men said that he was becoming a 
dican, and Fox a Tory.' Fortunately he had to do with 
arly indiscreet opponents. After Fox had prejudiced 
'rince^s cause, Sheridan rushed in to mar its prospects 
irther. In the debate of 12th December he ventured to 
d Pitt of the danger of provoking the assertion of the 
claim to the Regency. Never did Sheridan's hatred 
:t betray him into a more disastrous blunder.^ His adver- 
,t once turned it to account: 

ve now [he said] an additional reason for asserting the authority 
House and defining the boundaries of ** Right,” when the de- 
ive faculties of Parliament are Invaded and an indecent menace 
)wn out to awe and influence our proceedings. In the discus- 
f tlie question I trust the House will do its duty in spite of 
ireat that may be thrown out. Men who feel their native free- 
rill not submit to a threat, however high the authority from which 
come.® 

; must here pause in order to notice the allegations of Mr. 
/ against Pitt. That distinguished historian asserted that 
onduct of the Prime Minister towards the Prince was 
the first as haughty and unconciliatory as possible”; he 
s that the plan of a Regency should have been submitted 
e Prince before it was laid before Parliament; further, 

chel, ‘‘Sheridan, ‘Ml, 415. 

thought the Duchess of Devonshire’s friends. Sichel, “Sheridan,” 

” ii> 42, 43 i “Pari. Hist.,” xxvil, 730, 
E E 


Moore, “Life of Sheridan,’ 
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that, in defiance of the expressed wish of the Prince, “ Pitt in- 
sisted on bringing the question of the Prince’s right to a formal 
issue and obtaining a vote denying it” ^ It is difficult to see on 
what grounds this indictment rests. Surely it was the duty of 
the Privy Council and Parliament first to hear the medical 
evidence and to decide whether the need for the Regency 
existed. That was the purport of the debate of 10th December, 
the details of which prove conclusively that it was Fox who first, 
and in a most defiant way, brought up the question of the 
Prince’s right to assume the Regency. Pitt, in a temperate and 
non-committa) speech, had moved for a “ Committee of Inquiry,” 
whereupon the Whig leader flung down tlic gauntlet for the 
Prince; and two clays later Sheridan uttered his threat.® Their 
auditors must have inferred that they acted with the sanction of 
Carlton House. In any case, the Prince’s friends, not Pitt, pro- 
voked the conflict. When the glove was twice cast down, the 
Prime Minister could do nothing else but take it up and insist 
on having that question disposed of; otherwise Parliament might 
as well have dissolved outright. We may admit, however, that 
the intemperate conduct of Fox and Sheridan led Pitt to assert 
the authority of Parliament with somewhat more stringency than 
the case warranted. 

To the contention, that the Prince ought first to have 
been consulted on the proposed measure, I may reply that 
such a course would have implied his right to dictate his term.s 
to Parliament; and that was the very quc,stion which Pitt wished 
to probe by the Committee of Inquiry. Further, the historian’s 
assertion, that Pitt laid the Regency plan before Parliament 
before submitting it to the Prince, is disproved by the contents 
of Pitt’s letter of 15th December, published in full by Bishop 
Tomline.^ In it the Prime Minister expressed his regret that his 
words and intentions had been misrepresented to His Royal 
Highness; for on several occasions he had offered to wait on him 
but had received an answer that he (the Prince) had no instruc- 
tions for him. He denied the accuracy of the report that he was 
about on the morrow to submit to Parliament his plan for the 
Regency. His motion merely affirmed the right of Parliament 
to deliberate on the present emergency; but the course of the 

^ Lecky, v, 148. ® “Pari Hist,,” xxvji, 705-13. 

^ Tomlinc, “ Life of Piu,” ii, 388-92. There is a copy of this in the Prely- 
man archives at Orwell Park. 
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L (liiliato hiul cnm|u 4 U'<l lliin to liis iiU:as. ‘I'luiy \vi:rc 

: that ihti RtitjcMiry shcnild 1 k> v«*ste*l in tlu; I’riiua*, with 
of frcady his Minisicrs, iinrcsiraiiU'il by 

.'tiifiicil. ffr had declined, ami hctfKed still to decline, bi 
llu; othiu’ |>iiwor.s, because ihc House in^jlu reject his 
ms as 111 its rii^jhl lo delibemle on the present crisis. If he 
il its approval, he would he luinoiired by the Prince’s per- 
■ti to slate* III him the opinions which, after due ini|uiry, 
lers were able to form on the further pro|)o.snls that mib'ht 
liinitled to I'arliament. 

:s this latij.(aaffe "nrroffant ” and " imcoiiccl/alory "? Could 
lister show more tact in seckiof' lo harmoniitc the rnncllons 
e monarchy and of Parliament? Kar from brlnuinp his 
u: cnl and dried before Parliament and then foislii^f it 
the Prince, IMll was compelled by the attack of l-'ox lo 
ic his plan in I’arliament, lull he staled his views to the 
e courteously, and at the earliest opportnnily. The only 
po.ssihli' ahernatlve was to fillow the IViiice to take the 
r into his own Inmds and overrkle the powers of Parlia' 
It is also noteworthy that not until the next day ftdih 
idler) iliil Pitt move three Uesiilnlinns on the subject, 
hese were of a preliminary character, aflinidnu the rijihl 
niy of Parliament to lake steps for meeliinj the present 
p*ncy.‘ 

iliniild further he uoted that the declaration of the Prince 
des of Ids wish not lo press his ritfhl was not made mull 
ebate of isih Decemher in the Ibnisc of Lords. The 
of York, In a very inclfnl sjieech, stud that his brother 
ersUnxI loo well the sacred principles which seated the 
c of Mrunswlck on the throne of Great Urilaln ever to 
m or exercise any power, be his claim wimi It iniKht, not 
•d from the will of the people, expressed by their repre- 
lives and their T.ordsldfis In I'arliament nsnemhied." ' If 
iind .Sheridan had treated the (jiiesilon In this way. there 
I liave been no illspiUe. On the other hand the Prince iloes 
•cm to have sent a reply to the Prime Minister’s missive; 
is disciiurlesy probably led Ut the disconliimance of further 

',irl. Hi*.l.,'' wvii, 7 Tlu* iliUfi i*i xivra wtnnaly as Int Dccrinlieri 

III Itr ifiili llpi t-inliei. .Su, imi, on |i y/S, iir** ilio luaiilteni in dio illvi- 
'lili II ttiuiiilil Iiq: for (iovcraincat, jfiS, 1 )(i|i<i«Uion, 304. 
a/., 678. 
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commnnlcfltions from IMtl until that of jolh 1 UrcomljiT, midh to 
be noticed. 

The dcbalcH in llu: House of Lords were j'lrner.illy (tf .small 
iiilcrc.st. lint that of I5lh 1 )i;<;embi:r was inrinorabh*, not only 
for the tactfiil speech of tlu: Duke of York iioiuod above, but 
also for ll)c aslnU; balaneiiitts of Thurlow. Ity ilic midillc of 
l)eccm))er that political Itloiuliii had stum ihr ntuul of rclraein({ 
his steps. As has already appeareil, h'o.'t slronj'Iy ili.sapprovcd 
of ahelvin(,{ I .ou^liboron^h in ortler Iti win 'rinniow; anil the 
clamour of llu: Whim peer, ailtled to the arm«im*iils of loix, let! 
the Ihincc of Wales lo retract his promise to the Ciianceilor, 
i'Ivcii (Iu'm, perhaps, wonhl not liavt: turned him liad he not 
conic lo believe dial Warren was wronm ami Willis was n’mlU. 
UisctTiiinm « babua eof main in lavour of lalelily to die Kinm, 
he played dial pari with an einodon peculiarly alfeclinm in .so 
rumpiul a iialiirc. Ilis slntmmy eyebrows rose anti lell wilii mreal 
HoUunnily, as he tlejireealed llu-sc ilisiuiHsiiiiiH on ihe “ i ij;hl*‘ of 
this or that itininlicr of the conntitulUin, They hluaihi await 
the inquiry Into the prcccdenls tif the case, Meanwhile their 
duly was to preserve the dimnities of the monarch Intact imlll 
he should recover. Keelings of loyalty nml m''MiUulc imposed 
that duly, and pnrlicnlarly on himself, the recipient of so many 
bcnofils, "which whenever I forget, may Gotl forget me."’ 
'I* wo men who llslencti Ui that climax cxpresscti llieir fcellnm.s 
willi divcr.se emtihask i’iit, who knew all Iml die latesi tlevciop- 
fiic'iilH of the Thurlow-.SIteralan intiimne, exclaimed, " (;h( the 
rn.scal." In Wilkes a .sense hiniioin, nnehaidtsl by tiLmnsl, 
proniploil die wiuit.i.sm; " b’orijel yoitl Ile‘11 see yon tianiiietl 
fjrat." 

On 30 th Dcc.einimr, that is, .seven tlays hefon* the preliminary 
proposals fur a Regency came ladbre the House <d ('onmioiis, 
I’itl draftcti his siimKehlions in a most tlrl'ereiiiial letter to the 
Prince of Walas. In lirief they were as rollows. Ministers desired 
that die I'riiici! shonid be empowered to exercise the royal 
authority, the care of d»c Kinm and the umiitil of his honseluild 
being, howavur, vcsletl in the (^uccn. The Uei*cnl. alst», toiiltl 
not assign the King’s property, grant any «illiic beyontl His 
Majesty's pleasure, or bestow any peerage exiepl on the King's 

' " I’fttl. Ilisl.i" xxvii, 6(ki. '1 liiti rianUiw ttr his riimula exitet.iccl IurUis- 
inisniil, oven late in llioyonr (789, ii|i|ieiir« froin n lellor nf I'm m tlenrue 
Ktisc ctiiicnttllciiiiK « rumutir ui dint oflct t (IJ. Kq-io, ’* llisoi",," 1, i^H, lyf). 
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III after atlainitiK tlicir majority- -ro-slrlclionH wliich merely 
reel the ijclicf that the Kini'’s illness was only Uaiipnrury. 

1 time (the dawn of t7.Sg) there were clear .siuii;) to this 
and Willis drenv up a la^port luyintr stress on his partial 
ly: l)iit, on his (MeHsinf,f Warren to sifpi it, the Whi^ 
ioner refused. 

s <tpenetl the most fateful of all yc/tr.*t of modern history. 
/hi^;s, the erstwhile (.piardians of popular freedom and the 
of I’arliameiu, were ,str/iinin{; every nerve to prove the 
lopelessly insane, to foist upon the ]'‘n('lish people a lulled 
with imreslrained powers, ns If I’arliameiit had no voice 
matter, and to discredit the Prime Minister by represent- 
• conduct ns unconstitutional, and his Idler to the Prince 
dent. 

best brains of the parly were also conccnlraled on the 
f inventing' lor the I’rince u lellinj' and dhpiihed ri^oiiulcr. 
al philosophy, law, and wit, came to his aid in the form of 
f,uun;hhoronj'(>, and .Shernlan. Or, rather, liie (irsl two 
1 the reply, which Sheriilan then itnichni np. The 
It irishman proiioumcd tlie rfftision of his snjyr com* 

. “all fire and low," and that of the jniisl “all ice ami 
h’ox, it seems, was to Jiave revised llie lesidl; but the 
s of Diwuishiie House oil New Year's Hiiy lUnained 
ry " far into tin: uifjhl; ami the dorilineiil, liaslily copied 
s. Sheridan, was hurried off to Oarllon House wilhoin llic 
led recension al Hollaiut Htnise or llrooks's llliib. I'ox 
irloini al this Healed, and called bin friend names which 
ter preferred not to repeal to iho Duche.ss.* 
h was this famous cuncoction. (‘oniudaseurs, unnwnro of 
;Ui, have eonridetuly pronounced it the mellow vinlaKc of 
. Indeed, it is probable tiuil the body of It may t)e his, 
the buiKpid may be Sherhiari’s and the dreg's I,m 4 ‘h> 
{IPs; hut, the personal in|.'rcd(eiils heiitf; unlinown, it is 
I to attempt a i|nidilalive analysis. One thii^; alone h 
I, Ihiit the Prince wrote not a word of it, hut merely sifpied 
r (:o[)y when made out by Mrs. Sheridan. 'I'lieienpon the 

•Siclid, “ SlieiKlnii," ii, 431 U I ranatil iiKrro widi Mr. .Sii lid tW,/., 
ilmi llin l(>n(*r wits Sliriiiliin's. Tltn tiiii lirnit'A ilituy nliiiws It tu tinvo 
jitiin |)riii(iii lion. I‘'or iliv nifinllni I'rnur'H Inlitii tirti " I'nrl. ititiC.,'’ 
txegis, nr" Ann. UiK."{i‘/Kt;), jro. I nt I'lU's reply nc« iiiaaliu|><!. 


422 WILLIAM IMTT fni. xvui 

expectant Junto planned \l^ public lappinjj^ an an apiieli/.iiiK 
foretaste of the political wisdiun of the new Pitt moan- 

wliilo bolnj-f dubbocl a Kriiublicau and an insi<lious wcakontT of 
the executive [lowcn*. 

In more ways than om* ll\o sluiatiun was pitpiant. ‘I ho w//c 
/fW of parlies was odd enfMifjli, I'ill M'riiif'd aljoul lo impair 
the slrcMii'lh of the iKurditary prinoiplr and to rxalt Iho power 
of ParliainorU; while the Wlii^s, who velumietUly asnailed the 
kinf,dy prorof^allve in 1784, now as ardmlly belaiideil it in llic 
person cif the Prince. ‘Phis contiiidielion exleiuletl even to 
delullH. Amidst all Ills appeals io pioeednits respeeiin^ n 
Uc^umey, Pitt must in nsdily have resolved to tliseard llirm; 
and all research into the tustoms i»( tlu* then alinoii absoluic 
rnoiiareliy must have strenj-dhened (he case of (hose who Hctddecl 
him for resuvlii^^ lo this device, lint, in lrnlh» all these incon- 
hislencies vanish when we reinemlK r that the ijnesiions at issue 
were prinianly nirrticat artel (lersoiia). Pitt's whole polity wa« 
ihcreftue one of delay. 

OwiuK lo the death of the Speakrr» tiirnwall, untl the mib- 
floquent dccllrm of VVlIJiain (ircnvillr his suecessor, I he 
debntea on the Uc^jency were not resumed until bth January; 
and ten more dayfi elapsed before tdher (ireliininary questiuna 
were dinpoHed of and the ininisierial pr*ipi*?ials were laid before 
the 1 louse. They were In futbslance the same as lln»se Hulmiitted 
to the ITince cm 301I1 tJecemfier, cKcepl that a (louncll wan 
now HU).5fiesled for the jmrjjnse of assisiinj; the CJneen In the 
f»uurdiunshi|i of the Kin^t ami the n ipdalion of the myal house- 
hold.' It wouhl he tediems lo fullow ihe touisr of the very 
Icuf^lhy debates which ensuetl. Ministers tallied the Kesulu- 
lic»nH in both Houses; and the Prime soniewhal 
c<mN(?ntcd t<i act as kej.;ent on the terms now piopused. 

At the eml of January Ministers (loiposed to U’l^ali/e the pro^ 
ccediiq{?i of Pailiameni by the issue of lellrrs patent under the 
Great Seal. A (‘oniiiussiun was also appulnird ha lire (airpowc 
of giving the rtiyal assnit and affixing the Seal lo measure.^ 
pmiaed by the two Ilmises/ In wjiile of a vehement protest by 

‘ "Pfttl. HIhI./' xxvil, c;.l6 y. Abie s|«*r:i hrs nn llic? tiovciitiarnt bitle were 
inmie hy ilw dironiille;t aial die Snlmuif IJrarral, Sir jnha St cpn, 

ilai future l.urti IChlun. Sec Twiss, *• l.jfr iif l.tml Kliluri/* l( t|i, lx, 

♦ See jMny, ** Poasuimimiftl 155, 156, hr da? arwiiiaeai^j far and 

UKaiiau ihU prupu^n). 
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lal he woi'slu’iipctl the nf aur {(huloiis constitution, 

<1 never Ijiiw tiown to l’«iii|uisCl.‘lunii)w), Uu;se pioijosiils 
rii:i). Not iiiilil Slh I'clniiary wore |)iL*)in»in.'irie.s tlis- 
; and I’ilt tlien piodnecd Itis Ivet'otiey liill. As it hnp- 
le ()j)|uiHilion maiifd its own piospecls by these dilatory 
fitr in a rtulninlU's lime it was known that the need fur 
lad vanislual. 

npiiiianee of these debates centres in the treatment of 
nnplex (|ueslion by the two tjreat rivals, IMlt and Fox. 
duet of the former iuis been suflicienlly outiined. It 
lo .say a few words on that of I'dx. I'cwof his speeches 
: iii^fcinioiis than those on the lictjency. As a forcible 
: of a weak case they Itave few e(|imlH. lUit the Mouse 
loii.s i.s rarely won over by a ilazzlinff display of" tonguc- 
It demamls to see the ap|)lieabilily of arguinciUs lo 
Ls of the lime. Tins has lieen its peculiar excellence 
eraliotiH are rarely lit up with the radiance of immortal 
lint they are .suffnse<l with llie eomforling glow of the 
; hearth, box forgot this. In contrast with Lite accepted 
iclriiie, he put forth claims which, if pressed lo their 
oiicinsion, wonitl have implied the resloraiion of mon- 
llie pri;-Revttliilion Ij'pr. If it was trite that the Prince 
s cmdil disnand the licgcncy as a right, or <iveii as a 
l.iiin,'’ fi'i'c IVom all ri-sliiclions, how much more could 
I govern inde.]iendently of I'ailianieiit? A Regent is lo 
what the moon is to the .sun a merely borrowed smd 
ry splendmir. Apart, then, from an inconsistency of con- 
hly chiinaging to a .sialesinan, Fox committed the mis- 
pledging himself to a scheme of government which was 
’ ubHolelc but unworkable. 

! who |>loi! through the wearisome debates on the Rc- 
luat be conscious of an air of unreality. The references 
.sides of the House to the cases of ICdward VI or 
/I were, after all, illti.sory; for in lho.se time.s the [rowers 
ament were ill dtTmcd. The nearest jiarallel to the 
case was supplied by the events of ifiKh; and though 
might appeal to lerlain forms observctl by the t!on* 
of that year, the signiric.uice of those evimls undoubt* 
r in llm assttrlion of ibe supremacy of Parliament in 
s of u lemporaiy lapse of tin; royal power. The argu- 
ir the supremacy of Parliament in ail doubtful cases 
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acquired redoubled alrciiRtb from (he Act of .Scltlcmettt of 
i^ot, which act aaidc hfrcdilar>' rlRlu in favour of (he Ilouac 
of Hrimawick. 

The arpinnciUa of l*'ox as to ilu* inlunenl rq'ht of (hr I'rince 
of Wales to the KcKcitcy must therefore he |uoiiotnu etl iu('hale< 
ally {nlercsllnjt hut ineonehisivr for any inemlter «»f the req'itln^f 
dynasty. The fad that they were {ido|ite(l hy the Irish 1‘iuliii" 
ineiil adds nolhintf to their force; for that body was Imeiwit to 
act more from cornqjt motives or from o|i|ioNition to (ieoiqe III 
and his I.ortl-Lieulciumt. the MHr«|uis of ll«ekliq'hat».llH»>' from 
monarchical zeal.' 

The divisions in the I'arllametit at Wr-.tininsler were also 
much infltienced hy sintilar eonsiderations. The mimhers of 
those who went over In the I'lime's siile were Mnr|)risiiiyl}‘ lartje. 
.\monjj the Peers, the eases of the Marquis of I.oiliian ami the 
Duke of CJncensherry atlracleil es|ic<i:d imliee, ns they had 
received many henefits frmn the Kiiq;. Of those hel|trd on hy 
Pitt, I.‘irtl Malmesiniry and (icrahl I lamilton (ctimmonly known 
as " SlnKle-Spccrh ” llamilltin) were the worst drfnulters. The 
former, aflor cnilint; on Pitt to assure Idm of his devotion, suth 
denly "ratted" to the Prince and sent a very lame letter of 
excuse. To this Pitt replied that he had ccrlnhily mlsiindcr' 
stood every cxprcB.sion in their late interview, and hrt.;{;cd his 
Lordship to ad In any way he lhou){hl fit without Irouhliiq' to 
send an ap(i|n(.;y.' Malmeshnry soiiyhl to np|iease Ids friend 
(mrinarlhen hy offeriiqf to call and discuss thiny,s in the old 
way; hut, if he had lost his r'sleem, hr woidd prefer In lellrc 

and feed |.p)ats on a inounlaiii "out of the readi tif d- d 

Kilims ami d -tl Ue^jents.'*’ VV'lmt (‘armailheii Ihoiiyhl of the 
defaulters appeared in his witty reply to soineone who askeit 
how it came ahoiit that box had let llie i .tl out of the laq{ so 
soon*—" To enlcli the rats, I suppose." 

The pampitict literature that spraiq; tip at lids crisis is hlqhly 
Interesting. 'I ho hacks employed hy lltet )[t|Kisilioii |KTsisirntly 
ncciiBod Pitt of nlmiiqi at fllclalorJnt power « theme on which 


' Kor dia ItUriRvies nnci ctirni|iti<tM nl lUiblln nrr " I liniiuinre I’.,' 1, iMj, 
3891 395i ^'V- ’Da» lanjitriiy ni Diililiii dwiatlled tovny ns utMiii ss ilto 

Kiii|{’« recovery w«s kauwu (iW., i, .|I7 4 Si, a fau whir k ilnmnucs tosiky's 
cn^e. 

’ " illniul (lufHCR P." 116, 117 I Wtnsnil, v. 4,|j. 

’ II. M. Aild. M.S.S., aHoTi,!. 
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richly cinhrcHdcirtl» despite the well-known fact that he 
ircpariuj.^ to rcsuiiui Ids |K»siLinn as u harrisier* It is .sntius 
si(.pdficaiU lhat» while the nation warmly snpiiorted IMll, 
iis hilttnly as^^;dled by tirub Street and StOu*. AnonyinouH 
rs runlidently forelold Ins ascendancy anil the rnin of ICnj;- 
'* A few yoarsj perhaps, and our boasted coimnonweaUh 
be nuinliered ainoi^[ the tjnverninents that cover llu: earth 
: fiw/'nl rnifis of edifices ofice consecrated to (he riKhts and 
incss of the human kincl/’^ A " Private C‘iliy:en*' ur^^ed the 
int; up of an addreas to the l^rince begf{inK Inin In lake the 
e^^al power as a simple and obvious mode of reslorin^^ the 
ilutionnl [.mvernmerU to its full vitfonr."’' A flurried patriot 
red that he knew of 'Mnit one aiarminff Uej'cncy, wli/cJi 
at of ambitious Ministers votintt ihcmHelves in power.*' ^ 
her citizen, surely of Jacobite tendencien, proved that no 
ir in tile universe conhl appoint a ReKcnl; fi>r he assumed 
office solely liy hereditary ri^ht. As for Rej.jenl Ministers/’ 
would every flay proslilule the di^piity of the (!rown In the 
osilies of debal<% and {Uv siaU^ of Rnnland would soon be 
than llmt of Pnlaiub* Similar in lone is an " Atidress to 
f C itizens who had resisted tlie C laim of llu’ late. House of 
inons tn noiuinate the Ministers of die Chown.” ‘I he writer 
ts that <uily snphistry ran deny lliat llie snie ijuesiiun now 
lellier l*itl and his eiilleapjies shall be iiivesteil willi tlu' 
authority with unliinilrrl powers and for an iiulefinile 
d/ 'Phose insinuations Imnnonizc? witit ilu»se wldcli Unck 
iim found ifi circulation at Dublin; that the Kintt had lon^ 
insane, but IMlt had concealed the fact in order to govern 
:)ut cunirul; and that the plan of a restricted Regency wnw 
lulcome of the same lust for [mwer.* 

ic falsityof tficsc charges is obvious. Whether the Regency 
a right or n trufil, llie Prince of Wales in the middle of 
miry was about to become Regent; and if he chose lu risk 

Urfln urm^i an Ilia Pciramlimi nf t\ Ki‘Hem y (DelnTU, 17HH), ly. 
’[‘hnUKlus nn llic preNrni Pnn reiliiiK^ nf the I Inline r»f < ‘uiiiinuns " 
rtf. I/Wfi). iH. 

An*>wrr la the faniiilrTallum an ... a UrKemy" (llnhrclt, 

A sNaO Vfru' <if fire inr^irnf firr.u f^lar^oua '• (f frliirlf, fyWS), lof^. 

p. f*. I liiinh, " Mnn*!. af ( I, irjir lU ^aiiieiif ihesa 
a^auitl ISu. 

Urujiiiuae I'.,*' r, y/7 
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a conflict with Parliament Ire minht at once dismiss I'iil anti 
summon Fox to iris counsels. On tins ali-in)|iiiilant ijncsilon 
there were no restriction.*) wlmlsoever. 'I'he resii u U«tns solel)* 
concerned the relations lielwcen llu; Kej^eiil and llie Kinj;, with 
two exceptions. Tiie.se wore llu* enlruslin^' llu* tliral Seal to a 
Comrniesioti; funi the for)>iddinj.f (In* kof:eul to ert-alt? Peers 
except ainonj; the royal family; and hero the aim olivituisly 
was to jirevcnl tlic I'riiu e olislriiotiiifr lo^jislalion and .swam))injbf 
tire House of l.orils willi ld*i «iwn iiominoos. 

Tliat the I'rincc liid not dismiss I'lll was «lne, not to ilm lack 
of lej'a! power t<i do .so, hut to lire «t|iniiflimt; recovery of llic 
Iviiit;. As appear.s liy llte reports of I )r, Willis, his health steadily 
i(n|iroved tliroiijjlioiil hVhrnary. It h <’Je;tr that J*'«».s*, who was 
ilrinkint; the water.s at Math, ilislieliwed the oifu ial linllelins on 
this .suhjecl and lo<iked forward to a lease of power; for he wr«»le 
to l>*il/.paliick on t7lh l•■el>r»lary in terms of juhilathm at the 
decision of the Irish Parliament, and atidisl: "I hope hy this 
tune all idea «»f the Prince or any of us lakiiin ai lion in eon- 
scc|iicncc of the yood reports of the Kiiii' are at an end: if they 
are not, do all you can irj crci.sli them. ... I rather lliutk, as you 
do, that Warren has been fritthlcnctl, t am .sure, if what 1 hear 
Is true, that he. Itas not lichnvetl well. . . . Let me know by the 
return of the post on what day the Kci'cnry is like to com* 
mcncc.”‘ From this It is tthvious that the iiesslndsm of Ur. 
Warren was not uninnuenml hy |)olitical considerations. 

Thu Prince was uilhur butler informed or more e.mtious than 
lil.s favourite. On tiuit .same day a bnil<*tin appeared aimoum in({ 
lltc Kiuji’s eonvalescenee. Tlie sit^nalories iiu'hide<l 1 ir. Warren, 
who .speedily fell into disjjraee willi the Piim e's li lends. On llic 
lylh, til llu; reijUesl of the Kint;, 'I'lmriow liad an interview with 
him niul informed Itim of what liad happened during; Ins illness, 
We may Ijc .sure tiial tlie I'lianeellor's narrative illustrated that 
power of lan).'iU 4 ;e to conceal ltioU(;lit which ‘Palleyrand lield to 
be its clioice.st funcliou. 'I'linrlow, on his return to town, moved 
the adjournment of liic debate on the Rc[;cnty Hill, wliieb proved 
to be the beylnniiiK of the end of Ihiil measure. 

A still severer lest of ibe Kiiik'.s powers was afforded l*y Ids 
interview four day.s later with the I'rince of Wales and ibr Duke, 
of York. The Queen was present the whole lime, and political 


' “ Moiiioriftls of FoV li, jo3. 
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tuples were of cuiirsir iivuitltsi. (ircuvilii: asserts thut after that 
interview the Princes druve slrai^^'i^ Mi-s. Armstead's house 
in Park Slr<rel in Itupes uf rnidin^r p’ux llnsc and inAtnniiifj liim 
of the Kinjj'.s ccmtliliun. Certain it is tluil, uceurdint', to Willis’s 
report to Pitt, "the Princes expressed (•risn aslunisinnent and 
salisfaclion to (Colonel Uitjhy after their interview with lire Kin^;, 
remarkinj^ cmly one or two irillinj; circumstances in which they 
thoti|,;hi His Majesty was not perfectly riKht. The Kin^j has 
been (lerfeelly etanposed since, ami his anxiety to see Mr. Pitt 
increases to that decree that iirohably Mr. I’llt will receive a 
message to that purport to-morrow morninp."' Accordingly 
Pitt saw hin sovercipn on the 2<|ilt, and round him calm and 
(llpniriecl, without the sliphlest sipn of flurry or clisorclor of 
mhul. ][(! spoke of his illness as n tin'np entirely past, and 
with tears in Ins eyes thanked ail lliose who had stood by 
him. 1‘iven In's en)t)tir)n di<l not deranpe his faciillics or mar Ids 
equanimity.® 

Meanwhile at Weslminsler the Opposition soiipht to vie with 
their rivals in expressions of loy.tl j»»y at the Kinp's reettvery. 
Viscount Stonnonl ami other deserters to Lite I'rinee's side 
hastened to avow llieir salinrin;li<in; and the Mnke of York dis- 
pluyeil some skill in depielitin; tin* hearlfell joy which filled his 
heart ami tliat of his loyid liroilim* sentiments wlneii they 
further [iidceeded to illnslr.ile hy pliiiipiiip iido a round of 
orpifs.’ Ill the Conimons Imix soiiplil deecnlly t<i draw a veil 
over the clisappoinlmenl of his |iarlisans. 

*riic I'rovideiice winch watches over the nfl/ilrs of mortals 
Humeilmes wills tlial the {iiimitmrut of a prohlcm shall come 
with dramatic effect. It was ao now. The recovery of the 
Kinp occurred in the very week to which lltc Prince’s friends 
were cnperly lookinp forward ns the time of entry into lii.s 
enclinntcd palace.* Their cbnprin, at the very inuiricnl when 
the paeans of trhim|ih were on their lips, recalls the ihrlllinp 
scene in *' Parntlise I.osl," where the fiends arc ahoul to ncciaim 
Satan at the etui of the recdlal of his Iriutnplt over mankiml, 


' ‘riii-> itiilirt.uilof\Villis’srri»(itlsiitrin. It in imdiUrtl.lnil 

nuisl Itr III ^.ttil Priirtmiy, Willis t riisril in iiilfml llte Kiiijj nn 1 itli Mareli i 
hill w.is lit Wmilsitrn sIiimI limn in A|iiil iiiul M.iy. 

' " lliii tiiiiuleini I'.," ii, ut- 

' "I'litJ. Ifist suvii, iji^t 1 ;; •' Mm kiiiKl'iciii P.," ii, UJ, «3J. 

’ *' Amkhunl Jmintiils,’’ n, jHij. 
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ftncl miae their tiuoiils for the shout of victory, wltrn, h», the 
sound diets away in 

t\ univ<!rial 

insuin^j from thousaiuls of fiirms suddrnly lirtaMur MM |u:htine/ 

Such (if we may ainit>iirr small lliiu|.;s witl^ 
swift cluu4(ct from cxullaliun to dis^ir.t wliicli tatmt over lljr. 
Ih'inco's friciuhL SlmiUy liolou* llu* iiitiial liuy, llic* iwtiw tltcy 
had dccluroel that^ were the Ui*r*cMiC in (mwer only lor twrlve 
hours, he would make a t lran swrt*|* of all onii ial ajuuMOUnvulN. 
Indctsl, from lint oiil‘a*l, Jie aiifl hi^* lollnwri n liatl let it he Umuvn 
that no merry wutdd hr '.hown lo the Pill At!miiii*ilratiou and 
ilH offirials." ‘Their is a manili*‘»l ah'^uidily in llu: *iN'.r*lioii of 
Sir (iiihrrt hdliol, lli.U Miiii%lri^ aiul their adlieirnl** looked on 
the PriMre'*i folhnvin^ " a'< a piey In hr liunled down and rie 
slni^H'd without men y." * Hp to the rothii/ hVlunaty thi*^ phrase 
Ufilly deseriherl the aim of their rivals. So early as i tllr Iha ein 
her r/HH Sheridan inltirmerl llio Miii^juis ol lUukin^liain that 
tlm Prince intended to dissolve I’atiiameni Isalr at Westminster 
and iJuhlin; fm* ll\c Opposition •* could iu*l j^o i*n with the old 
one in PmRUiud; and the choice of a new one in Ireliont wouhl 
give litem a lasting advimUge,?e/i/VA n ’The large jsiwers 

of patronage entruKled to the Kegerrl svotihl have inlluroccd 
very many voles at lire Iteueral iLlreiiou. just as the prosper t 
of princely rewards caused many place lumlers to t hange sIiIc»n 
I n the two IIouseH. 

H‘he lavlslmess of this form of hrihery apjsMrs in a leller 
written hy Sydney to (’ormvallis ahout ^uidr l**ehruafy, wherein 
he asserts that the following piomoti*iMs in the army were all 
but rrllK ially annomu'rd. hour Ideld .M*ONhals, thirty <me 
Generuls, twenty laeulenairt (ieiieials, twelve Major (ienerals, 
besides many (‘oliuieU and lower grades; aho ten new Aiticn- 
dc-enmp — nlinost rdl for jiolitieal reasons, U was furilirr known 
that Portland would lie Prime Minister; Stormont anil FoX| 
Secretaries of State; faiuvjbfHirouglg (duinteiior; Satulwich nr 
I'lUwilliam, First Jairtl of the AtlmiraUy;* SiHiuer, lainl 

* ** ParfldifiC Loai,*' %, '5CM*I7. ^ '* C*firuwalUs t nrrrau ,'' »« ►tlU 

’ hifc! of Sir ti. KIlipl ” i, 474. * ** llrnuiuur^ i, iHtt 

* The ('rime iiruiuumi tliis [him ui SiitiUwii h ^ (na mi ifm raiimii^lnnif cs 
nf the I hike nf r«rilnml and Koi<, wnivml the p«jint (W. hUlu>l, ‘'Shurulrtn,** 
ii, Ip 5 , .p 6 ). 
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Lenant of Iiolaiul ; NoillutinbcrlfuiO, MasUtr-Cniotnil of the 
ance; iMlzpali k:I<, Secretary at War; Sheridan, President 
c Hoard of Controi.' VVe may note licrc that Norlhnm- 
ni) and Lord Rawdon (nfiervviirds the ICiirl of Moira) witlj 
followeiH hatl formed a slandiii(' somewhat apart, 

ictiiip; with the Prince’s friciuls on consideration of yaiii' 
onice. They were callcti the Armed Neiilraiily; and 
procecdii^fH bore m> small rcsemblfmcc to a polilicnl 
on, in whicli the Prince, of Wales knocked down offices 
icreiioii,’ 

V ahmiil etidhit' to these hitri(;i(es and har^piins hroufi'ht 
sc relief to every patriot. Independent observers, like 
vrijjht and Wyvill, bail felt deep concern at the pros|)ccl 
e rule of the Prince and b'ox, " I very much fear," wrote 
(>rmcr to Wilbcrforcc, *' that the Kilim’s (iresent deraiijfc* 

. Is likely to prodticc other ilerai 4 ;cinenla not for the public 
fit. 1 hope we are not tti lat sold to the (aialilion faction." 
ill also wrote to Willanforce: "t'.ahal ( doiiht not is lahonr- 
iider his Iloi.v'sl direction li^ overturn the pres<vil (invorii- 
, while yon and the oiljer firm friends of Mr. Pitt are 
ia; I'lpial e.xeilions to prevent a eliaiipe ol men and ineas 
1 think the ^p'oeral opinion in that liie Prince liari acted 
I r,is)) yoiinf,' man, llial litt is cap.dile o) liein); In] into ihni' 
IS measures, and tliat men whom the nation pieatly dis> 
< hav<^ all his confidenee and e.sieem." ’ 

Idle opinion was, however, influemTd hy something more 
itc than disiriint of the J'rince and his fnvourites, Jly this 
the nation confided entirely in the good .sense and disinter* 
ness of Pitt. The Mart|uis of liuckinghnm expressed the 
vd opinion when he called Plu "the honestest Minfsler he 
saw."' TIuihc ipintities never shone more brightly Ihiin 
g the perplexing problem of tite Regency. If he tram* 
:d the Prince, it was in order to assert the snpremucy of 

C’firnwnliin (^irrr^p.," i| .(Mj. AfMUht?r \\\u\ inure |ini)jul>)«^ veihinn wn*i 
7ir| woniil lir J.irnirnnnt of JrrliiiMl, 

i<i (iln^jn the Imiia Muniti (Tintro), 'Tiir tlm hnvitr^ niitl ntlhei* 

it ihitty yciun/' ^il) wfiiir jaiitrN Min |iltrrttih tu Jitliii Uitlnn^nn, Ur 
" !J ihry ull llie. fnl wil) Im in ilit* fiir. A hint lo llir Prlfun 

pirvinit lt» hir 1 plainly hee hi^ nhjr( t hi itt uiiry on lainincHu m 
hly »<*i hr not " Ahrcj^foenny I'./' yur 

roMiwalln* t’nirrHp.,’* ’ " Lilr nf Willirrfort e/' I, U/), lyL 

Urnpnniir I'./' i, \ft\. 
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Parliament, and to prevent personal changes at Windsor which 
would probably have brought about a return of the King's 
malady. For himself, he prepared quietly and with dignity to 
resume his practice at the Bar. Had the recovery of George III 
been delayed another week, the Minister would have been found 
once more at Lincoln’s Inn, looking on with hLs wonted serenity 
at the wholesale changes in the official world brought about by 
the vindictiveness of his rivals. So near was England then to 
the verge of a political crisis which would have embattled the 
nation against a Government foisted upon it by an unscrupulous 
Prince and a greedy faction. 

Fortunately the crisis was averted; and, thanks to the wise 
mea.siires taken by Pitt, the recovery of the royal patient was 
not interrupted by the sight of new faces around him at Kew 
and Windsor. Long and laboured explanations were afterwards 
offered to the King by the Prince of Wales, in which lie had the 
effrontery to refer to the pain caused him when he “saw Her 
Majesty set up by designing men as the head of a system” 
which was “a device of private ambition.” ' After this he never 
was trusted or fully forgiven either by the King or Queen. 
Their confidence and that of the nation was heartily accorded 
to the Minister whose conduct had been as loyal and consist- 
ent as that of Laurentius in Pitt’s early dramatic effort, Friends 
pointed to his simple and earnest regard for the public welfare 
throughout the whole dispute. By those qualities he peace- 
fully solved a tangled problem and bound together the King 
and the people in a union of hearts such as had not been 
known since the accession of the House of Brunswick. On the 
evening of the day when George III resumed his regal functions, 
London was ablaze with illuminations which extended from 
Hampstead to Clapham and Tooting.^ The joy of all classes of 
the people brimmed over once more at the Thanksgiving Service 
held at St. Paul’s Cathedral on 23rd April, when the demon- 
strations of loyalty were such as to move the King to an out- 
burst of emotion. The part played by Pitt was not forgotten. 
With difficulty he escaped from the importunities of his admirers, 
who had to content themselves with dragging his carnage back 
to his residence in Downing Street. Outwardly, this day nnarks 
the zenith of his career. True, he was to win one more diplo- 


^ “ Memorials of Fox,” ii, 329. 


^ Wraxall, v, 336. 
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rnatic triumph over the House of Bourbon, the importance of 
Which has been strangely under-rated. But already there was 
arising on the horizon a cloud, albeit small as a man's hand, 
which was destined to overcloud the sky and deluge the earth. 
Only ten days after the Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul’s there 
assembled at Versailles the States-Gencral of France, whose 
actions, helped on by the folly of the French princes, led to the 
subversion of that august monarchy. By so short an interval 
did the constitutional crisis in Great Britain precede a convulsion 
which was destined to overturn nearly every Government in the 
civilized world. 


CllAl'TI-R XIX 

AUSTKAI.IA AND C ANADA 


I 


Tilfl of .in nlil S’lu irty r;uiiu»l /ittni l|ir fouiuUlum i*f a iirw inir 

Tlir nniff* rntMiiuui*i uf u\u i»frriM(ri'^ lir -^rin u* riini'^. Aljjin-i, auA 

nihcr MnlMnnt'l.m tm tlir ir 4 lrnt|tiinti ut t'hnntitni nUiri^ lin^ht 

ha rniHprllrfl in ihniKriMji^ r\pri|iiiDn>», m hr 'sriif f<» r^Mhloh ♦ •ilnrnei, 
lUrinrir-., innl ^rlllnllnn-^ t»n ihr riu*>i m AlrM4 nint an *>111411 mUmln h.r ihr 
haiiriii tif imvi^rtUoii. AV. KuKN, ./ 

'“pUK fir^ii HiiUlmitiitl of il»r while inuii <iii fi ( nnciiiriii 
J where till was similar inijihl seem m Iw « i«.|Mi m«ire 
cnKnyiiiK, ns well ns imire lm|Hirtnnl. than ihe csoijMile. of a 
selfish ytumK Hi'fl the iiinjmltj- of hi^ f.uher. Hut ihr |iilr-. 

of prlntcc! impcr respcclinH Ihe nirairfl nf (‘nrllon H..«sc nml ihe 
Rcffcnc.y nllcst the peremiiiil prcferciti'e of inniiidiul for |tersoiiiil 
topics; imd its (lisre|{urtl of wide iviiies that iiffert the (Ir'.iiiiles 
of tmllons (s .seen iit (lu- mere st raps of iitfiiriniitjiiii tout t iiiii)|> 
the eiii ly t'liloiil/alioti of Australia. Tlie stateiiiciit o| ilie htle 
«Slr John Seeley that the Itritish people loinicteit an I’iiiipiFe hi n 
fit of nhsemetif iiiiinl is nowhere iimrr true than of the events of 
the yeat.s tyUy, l/hK, whit li niarkeil the fie^p'iinin}; of a new riKH-h 
of expim.sive ciit'rj;y. 

There Is a i iirions periotth iiy afiont the t olonl/iii).; efforts of 
the llrilish rate. At one lime the islamlers seiul forth swarms 
of aclventnrent «t«l make wiite iumpicsts. At another lime the 
colonics Irutf'iilsli for lat k of settlers; st» that tme is tempirrl to 
compare these imivcmcniH. alheit slow nml irrejjnlar. with those 
of the IiUkkI in the lumiim ttr^*anism. Tliey Imve had hniefn ial 
rmills. rile arntractiii!; impulse hits preveiitetl that nmimely 
flimiHion of the nnlion's cnernirs which lentK it» atrophy oI the 
es.sei»tjnl orffans, Mnt when these .ire tmcc more in full vimair 
they cun (It. nniiKlil else hut semi forth their vitali/int; streams, 
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luH sy.sLolc and dianU»lc the nation recovers slrcni'llj and 
ca use of tl\:it slrciHtll'. variation of effort is doubly 

ificent. It prevents tlie loo |.(reat elfusion of lifc'blimd which 
cbled rorlunal in the, sixteenth century; and the recurrence 
ie ciiloiiiziii}; instinct lias saveil Mngland from the undue 
irplion in liuineslic affairs which until recently narrowed 
life of !'’rance. 

he terrible drain of lire American War naturally concen* 
si the attention of llrlluua for some lime on home ulTairs, 
most im[)erious necil of the body politic was rest; and, as 
lave seen, I'ilt used nil his tact and ener^ty to bestow and 
Lin(>[ that boon. Fortunately, the loss of life bud been sliglrt 
Ic of money rather ibun of men put a slop to coluuir.ing 
Is and induced the belief tlnit they weakened the State. lUit 
life-blood was lltcre in abumiunce, reaily to flow forth ns 
«is coulldeuce relurncil and lltc will was quiekeneil. 
cniiwhile, for want of a firm and iiitellh'eut lea<l, the experl- 
t bewail slowly and awkwardly. A.s is w«‘l! known, it was ex- 
uf population, of a particular ly|ie, wliieli led the authorities 
ike aclioti, I'he sava^p• penal code of that a^e haii^'ed <ir 
iUred ill t;aol iiumbers who would now escape with a small 
As many as irui nfleiices were |iimishai>le witii death, and 
nives the ineasiire of the code, in its less Draconiau enact- 
ts. Iinh-ed, but lor sleejiy iJoKl'crries, and rehiclant jury- 
, u tenth jiai t of the population inight have lodged in the 
y ynols which formed the fniilfitl secd-licd of crime. CJoId- 
h in his " Vicar of Wakefield " usks whether the licentious- 
of uur pcu|)lc or the slu|)(cl severity of uur laws wns 
onslblc for the numbers of our convicts doubling those of 
incnlul lands. The (luestion impelled John Howard and 
rllly to their life-long efforts. 

canwhile the State continued to avert the need oflniildlng 
a gaols by uxleiidiug Its time-honoured mctluKl.s, banging 
Iransportaliim.’ During the years 17 (<1-65 those two cures 
iivercrowding enjoyed increasing favour. Under the first 
rge. any one found guilty of larceny, either "grand” or 
Lit,” might he transported to America for seven years. The 
e penally was inllicied in the next reign on po.ichers who 
) caught, with arms in their hand.s, in the act of cliusing or 

' I'nr Aiihic K'xxl ir^iiUs iif ll•lns|>tlll>nlun sco l.ccky, vi, a<;3. 
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takinR <lcer in unenrlo'iril i>r» h WJ h* \\r ilir lut 

of tl\t»sc wlio ii*<saullril ina^psUalrs tir MflitrH riuj.ip.ril in salving; 
wrecks, anti likewistMiu all wlui wrrr inarrietl willuml l»anns nr 
licence. IL was resnwil fnr the law maker** mI Ml (n 

allt»l; seven years nf tians|iiirliiliMn t** all wla* «u l««ik 

in any waler williin a park, [liUltltu k, nn*har<l »»r atnl ihe 
receivers, aitlns anti alirllnis/' Sir U’tHiain in tn*i M|S' 

cnur.se nn HaMiHhintMn,"eiltw llji-sr nJImi r*; a-i ahnnt ilir >ivrr.ij;e 
of the eriines pnnishithle l»y ti.uispniialiun ; laii Ur Ihnl^ that 
many less heinous nHrnt ''s lisl in the s.nnr tln aty pn.iL llial 
philandnoptst appafendy tlhl not (hink i( an iner'ihnn*. mran^ 
of InrUire In stsul some ihea* tnriviils In Airier* 1*' 
fnun life'lonp slavery llu* (Mnislians eanyht hy the ti.ulury 
rtwta's. 

Meanwhile, ihe I hiiletl Stiiles haviny i |n^»fsl ihrir tinors ayainst 
[Hiiuhei't, lldtwes, aiul lh»»se whn in.iniril hi l»«» pjeal ha Ue, a 
(lalernal tinvrrinnenl fnuml it net essaiy either h* rc 4 a^ the penal 
ctale, hi Iniihl tuttre prisons, tci e<immissjnn more hulk*i, nr to 
found new penal f^etlleinents. (ienry'iati lry/tshiltirsj>c!lii^ pi at It'* 
cal men, turned their thnu^jhis in the kr*i alternaitve. t he 
aubject was hrma;ht up in the lltuise «if (Nimtnnn i tiy Putke 
on l6th Miircli 17H5. lie asM?rtrd tliat as many as 
convicts were Ihett liable? t<i lran*i[HirlatitMt ; amt pfi*le*4tett 
aKainst the r!|;nur, ci nelly, ami expense .iltendinj' ihat nnHh' 
tif punishimnit. l.ord lh am Jiamp it^(ain t ailed Ihr aiienii^ar n( 
the. Iliuise In that ti»ph* mt nth April, when Pin adnhUeil 
iht* impnrlaitee td finding;; a new ptuial senlturn'tiL '\ Ur traiiitila 
Kiver in West Ahiia had hern ns«'d fur that pinp>» e, and 
burke iH»w n»se in prnU* .1 ayain a the inhiintanitv* nl iendiity 
convicts hi anj» part n| that deailly rttasl. lb* was iiiler riipted 
by the Priine Mtitister, whu as ainsl Inin lh.it siu h n |*lati was 
not III enjiteinplatinii, and (hat a Iveptiit wuiiM 

Parliamentary PajsM*. un litis snlijetl .ippeated mi nth May 
and aKlh July. 4 'ltr lathT is rnnarkabte (m the Mah anantike 
uUerance, i|Uoted as a tmUhi at the hratl nf thin % hapter, wliit h 
nhnsvs that at leant Mune nf nur ptililielans hsiked **11 .i ttew 
settlement as fiomctlnny mnrr than a i haprl u| r.ra' ul unr 
prisons, (n other tCH\wi{u the kepiiii (•* sumrwiiat pueide It 
rccoinmcmded lltc need of sirit I discipline in the new •»rule- 
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U, aiK! pDintcd cult Ihc <li.slrici (if llu! Uivcr diis VoUas wh 
ii‘ahlc% If iliiH wore iho Siuno an tho River Volta of the Gold 
isl, llio GoinioiUoo ovidoiUly ro^fardod fever as the tnost 
Clive of |.^ovcM'Oors. 

t is curiiius to speculate <m tl\G results ilu\t nd^^ht have 
rnderl lluvsc* weak /uid stnud)lli)ff moves. Pn>|>;d)ly tlie streniN 
op|>osilii»ii of Ihirke vetoed the (lainhia and (told (!oast 
Clues; Imi the (toverninerU; still inlenl upon the Atlantic 
st (»r Africa, sent a sloop, ILM.H. Nautilus," to survey tho 
ill west coast holweeii 15" 50' and 33®. Very fortunately for 
future of the llritish people the whole coast was found to be 
ospitable. If the hiutirhiui of Walfiscli Hay or Anj^ra 
lueUa had been less barren it is almost certain that tho new 
lal colony would have been formed at one of those spots, 
listers nlso turned their atteiuitm to the coasts adjacent to 
leTnwii; for we find Pitt wrilliiK to Grenville on 2nd October 
!S; "I have fk'sired Drvap^ies also to send you some papers 
ilive to a scheme of a HoLllemeiit on the GjifiTro coast, to 
iwer In some i(*spects the purposes of the Gape, and to servo 
I as a rccepliuie for convicts, which I hope you will have 
K? to look at.'* ' 

Hiis points to a plan for sellliiit*; some point of ihe coast of 
Tfiiiia, poNsildy Alf^oa Hay <»r what is now Ivast Loudon, 
me were spreiid reasiais for ^taiuI1^^a foolhoUl in that (|uarter, 
intj that llie Dutch Repulille was fidliiiK more and more 
ler the Duilrol of i•Vance, and the union of those two Powers 
the l^asl would have threatened tho nKisloiico of our Irutian 
ipiro. A Hrftlsh strouKluild on tho South Africuii coast 
n Ihorefure hi^fhly desirable; but ()erhaps mnttars were loo 
uned In the years 1786 and 1787 for this meriaclnt!: step to 
lakcm. 

kVhalever may have bexMi the cause, PUt and his colleagues 
od to find a point <»n the Afriraii coast suitable for their pur- 
u\ which was to found a penal sellleineiit furnishing: relief 
u* to (lie prison system and to Hrilish ships midu-ay on llie 
to Imlia. Had they dist'overed such a phua* llu* course 
hisioiy mi['hl have been very difTtu'enh 'Phe Lii|di'»b ’i[ieakin|.j 
r w(»uld early linvrr taken so firm a hold of Sonlli Africa as 
press on a s<ilulion of tlie AnyJo-’Dulch ([iiestion. Hut in the 
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mcatUimo the Pacific cuanl of Australia w»uilil luivo n>inc to 
I'rnnca Tlu; oncHtiitly in which latuis X\'l .slmm-.aiui in which 
I’ilt was imwt (idlcicnl, was |.;cut;i aphy. 'I’lu' luitl of Vi isaillcs 

fnuiicl luH cluc'f nutntnl rccrc.iliim in maps ami of liavol. 

Alrcaily lu: had sent out cxpmiilioiis lii rival lliat of t'aplain 
Cuok; and, as we slt.d! see, oniy by the hirniiU- ainal mln^;in of 
six days did lirilmis secure u loolltoid in .Austraiia in ailvance 
of tlreir rivals. 

Tile honour of (iiriiint<[ die iittendoii of Minisler.i to die Cacific 
coast of •' New lioiland" iKdontts in Sir Joseph ManUs, Janies 
Miilfii, ami Ari/itmti .Sir (icorfje Voiinj', in ids lir a itpdon i«f dia 
Voyiif'c of ('aplain t‘ook ahuu; the coast of New Smiili Wales, 
ihinks liad .spoken of the rich 'aijl and wealtli of vryctalion 
around ilotany May, a description whii h imdouhlnlly Kil Matru 
and VoiiUK to lake up the. in.tUer. Sir Joseph lliinks did not 
purmie the tlicine. At least in his leliei.s ami paiu-ri in the 
Itritisli Muscinn tlierc is no hint that he iiiiiute«l I'ilt or I.ord 
Sydney to people that terrestrial paratlisc. I'erhaps ilie work of 
tlic Koytil Society, uf wliicli he was I'residciil, eiitpiyetl alt lih 

(itteiuiuii. 

JniucH Maria Mutra, ti t!or«icttn who had loll^; been in die 
liritish service nitd had (tccomiaitied Jiariks In (he rneniondtie 
voytufc of C’apttuii t’uuk,' was tlic first Ut fitrniulale .1 definite 
nchciiic fur dm coioiilxiilion of liotnity iiiiy. In a loot; Inter, 
dated ;j3rd Aii^iist tyHj, lie pointed out to tlie t oaiition i ahinel 
tlic t'l'cat extent of tlie land, llu; feitilily of die soil, and the 
paucity of tlie natives as luarkitiK' it out for .sritleiiinti.rspri iully 
by tlie Anuriciui Loyalists, whose diie disiies, dico aioinwd 
deep Hynipiidiy. lie also declated tlial the nearm-is ol New 
Smith Wales l<i llie Spice Islands, India, ( liina, and j.tpaii. was 
ravoiiraiile for troininerce; tliat the provvtii ol New /ealand Ihix 
would provide endless suiiplies of turdatje lor sliippint;; nuil 
thnt, in case of war, the liarlxuirs of »Vcw Sontti Wales would 
furiiUh (t uacfiil liu.se uf naval opcrntioiiN the 1 hitch and 

Spanish aetlleirieiils in the Jvn.st In his oripirnd alu inr Mrilrn 
(lid not mention sRUlcincnl by Con vie In. lie ricsired to loiinil 
a colony eidicr by meumi of Uuitetl I’anpire Loyalists, or 
"marines accustomed to luisbnndry." * a aijuttesiiun whUb rc- 

’ JCvnn Ncjieiin in n Itcporl tii Pin ekriiftnl ihe tarcer of Malm tie ms 
« fierw(iril« taniiail for Morotm (I’iu M.S.S., ir.p. 

’ " Nesv .Siiiiili Wiilcs liaoimulioB,'' viil. 1, pi. it, 1.5. 
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a, not very felicilouHly, llu: Rr»inan plan of phintinn veteran 
licra on the milpusts of the realm. 

he clincretlil of makinn; the fust .siijjjjestion in favour of a 
i/lct .Hetl lenient at Hotaii)* Ua)' probably belonjf.s b» Lord 
ney, Seerelary of Slate for lloine A(T(Ui'.>i tn llu; I’ilt (!ahincl. 
Ira had a eonver.Hation with him on f>lh A|)ril tytt.b **> which 
Minister hinlint at the de.iirability of relicvintt llto con^eA* 

1 in the itrinon.'i, wliieh was j'iviiif; trouble to llic authorltieB. 

: details of the conversation are not kiuivvn; but apparently 
fid Malra to arid a post.script to IiIh Hcheme, in which he 
rrrd to the interview and rcmarkerl on the fri|fhlfid mortality 
iriK llu; convicts .sent to the VVe.Ml (amst of Africa. Out of 
.sent there In t77S*b, 334 ayt rlcscrted, tttui notldntf 
known of the remaiiuler. Obviously In a distant and healtliy 
into like botany May, men must «;!ther work *tr .starve: eer- 
ily they coulil not return.' Nolhlnt; dcrinite .seems to liavc 
le of Malra’s conversation with Sytiney or his plan, even 
low modified. 

icarcely more successful were llie ellorls of Admiral .Sir 
irue Youiij' to interest Ministers In tin; subject. 1 1 is sclusne 
i sc;nl by the Attoi iiey-< Jeneral, .Sir Kieharil I'eppr'r Arden, 
Sydney on i ttb J.iniiary tytt),. I lie adirdral called atten. 

1 t'l the lai ililies whiidi New Sonlli Wales would enjoy for 
icrative tr.tde with New .Spain, Chinn, and tile ICast Indies, 
laid .stress on the fertility of the soil and the variety of 
nates In the now posseMsitin, which woulcl ensure the j»rowlh 
all tropical niul .suh-tropicnl products. New Zealand flax 
iiltl by itself furnish several ret|ulsiieH for Hhlp-hulldin(( and 
alrinff, thereby freelnK us from defieiiflcnce on Uussia. Metals 
uUl probably he fouiui; and thus at a .small cxpen.se (about 
,CKK>} an inipnrianl comincrcial mart mifflit he fnunded. .Sir 
(UKO YountJ de|iri;caled any plan of ctniprnlion from Cncal 
tain as weakeiiint; to her; hut he, sufiKcslcd that the dls- 
saed American I.iiyalisls should he transferred In New .South 
lies, niitl that labourers minlu he collected frotn the .Society 
ands and fhiiia. " All the penple rer|uired from Isiu'land are 
ly a ft;w that are possessed of the useful arts, and those com- 
srd .inumt' the crews of the ships that may he sent on that 
vice," lie, however, add<;<l that convict .se.ltleinenl.s nili^lU 

" New Kitiitli Witlns Dcspsulics," fi, y; I'.. Jriiks, "Iliiit. of the Austral* 
an Colonics." a?. 


WILLIAM IMTT 


438 


(i’ll. X\K 


most sulliil)ly be ()lantetl thrre. I'inally, lu* rbunu *1 ilt.a lha 
whole scheme woiiUI further llu? eause uf ami litnuauily^ 

and rcclouml to the jiri>s|>erily uml tth'ry *4 1 1 1/ 

The ideas and the phraseolu^^y uf the Mriunraudiun are 
similar lu llu>se usetl by Malra as in siu^rje**** tJeur^c 

Y(ain|,f Inuiuled his iilaiuiu lhat id llm tin ; atid the Admiral 
al the end i>f his IMiin inlrtaliit ed three MMilences nn ihe Miiiiiliilily 
uf purls uf New Snulh Wales lur iuiivitls. ISiN^iibly thin waw 
inserted in order to allrael Miiihlers, NVverlhelr-n ihey u«ik 
no action t»n the mutter; amt possibly, but iMr the previurci 
exerted by laird Heam:hain|» 4md lluikiMui lUli Apiil i;’HSAhi»a 
vitally imptalant i|iu*Nlit»n would have rrinaineti in alnyanee, 
Vitl, however, then |irnmiseil that tiovernmenl WMidd lake it up, 
The *' Nautilus was ai eortliuKly to the Aiiiiaii with 

the result that we have seen; and the hunnliatni^; truth must l>e 
confessrfl timl [)tr Ministry slinwed im nj inlnr.t. il we 
except the sin^tle Nenlencc lu l‘ill‘?< letter t»l tUlnU i 
i|iUiUtl above, rrspeclinK a Nellleiuenl in t afliariin 

Not until iHlh Auttust 1786 do we find aity that the 
Guvcrnmenl mm^ht Iti redeem its promise to Parliament. The 
Pill Papers, luiwever» alTord prinif that Ministers had iK^fore 
litem nl least one oilier .scheme for the disjKisin^ of convicts 
elsewhere than In New lUdland. tht bjth September 178(1 
VVilllain PuUcney svrole to J*itt an i(n(Hir(ani letter {ipfoied In 
part In C!hupler XI V), which concluded as follows; '*1 nimlionetl 
to Mr. Hundas that a much better plan liatt Iteeii pio|Hisrd to 
Lord Sidney [.oV| for dispiisiuj.; id our frh»us tliaii tiuit which I 
HCU is iulverlised, that o| sending; (hem to Motany Hay, but hb 
Lordship had, loo tiusilly I think, rejected it, tl you wish to 
know ihi! piU tirulars, Mr. Miindasian in tprat measttre explain 
them, and I can t;el the whole in writint:."* 

PUt ^ave no encourav»einrnl to his coricrn|Haidenl, and the 
official plan, already drafted, ran Us course, thi |8tli Au^pist 
1786, Sydney »ent to the laircU uf the Treasury a statement 
that, consIckrlitK the crowded »tate of the prison^ anil the lin- 
pOHslbility of findiittf a suitable jsiile for a nettlrmeni In Africui 
the King had fixed on Hotany Hay, mvin^j to the acidunls ijiven 
by those who Inul sailed with C.aptain Caaik. As many as 7Su 

* “Nftw Smiih VVaks U(s»patche»,** h i.} A cpiw hf ilii» ** J'Hn" Is mi 
!*ilt MSS., jii^ 

* Pill MSS., Kk;. 
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m>ul(l iht!irrciicr \iv. sciil oul, with iSo inarinca, 

^isuMls (nr Lwii yravs, sttcds, lno!s, and (»Hhm‘ tKarcssiirics for 
fiMindit^j n( ti sottlomciu. (inportaiu'i! <»f Nuw 

lan<l Hax wa*^ nanaal,- a that Alwiistcrs had rcm.sulUat llu! 
iris tif Maha and Sir arnl saw Iho nt*i?d of 

inj.^ a naval .sl.uinii in llin Patafic, A (urltii^du lalor Sydney 
, a similar letter to llu: lairds nf the Admiralty,' 

II this haltin^^ and prosaii: way did Miiustors set their hands to 
of lht» most (Vuitrul undcrlakintfs of all time. Wc do not know 
L’h nuMnhiT l<Hik the initiative* Prohahly it was Sydney, 
Vlinisier fcir Iltiinc AfTairs; [lut Pitt certainly jjavc his ap- 
ral,aiu! llicre art: two Iclters wliich show that lie took inlrrc*^<t 
Iclails, One: is his letter to ICvan Nejiean, Uiuler Secrctnry 
Home Affairs, requcslinn; him to obtain from the Secretary 
the Admiralty, Sir Charles Middlcl<m, an cslimale of tlie 
enses of the expedition,’* U'lie second is a letter from llu: 
d Chief Justice, Karl C!umden, to Pitt, who must liave con- 
ed him about the ley^al tiuestions involvetl in the formation 
lie etilony : 

nil) , S i., //////, 17^7;** 

I'AU l*m, 

... I have Itinkrd uvrr llu! di.ninhl of llie Hill for I'slahliHli* 
a suunuiuy huisilM linn in (inlany (lay. [ helirve Htirh a jurin^ 
Inn in iIm* pre^rnt stain <^r that nrnhryn (fer I can't t'all it <?ilhrr 
nueiU 01 t uluny) Ih ru rn^Hary, nn ihe crniipnnnu fmiu of it are ntii 
le prepiT ftUdf In make Jurys |i/rj in capital cattc« cspcciiilly, I low- 
I ml dii» is a novelty in onv coni^litnlitas would it not he ri(^ht to 
lire the (.uurl in send over lu Kn^lund every year a report of nil the 
(al convictioriBr, dmc we tiray he nhle ui naa irt what tiitumer thin 
idltlion hm Imen axorcised? k‘or I prmnue it in not meant to he a 
UR juriadiciion ; fur if dm culuny thrives and the number of inlmlMt- 
ineremie, one slP whh to Brant them uirvl by jury m Hoon as it can 
lone wiili propriety. 

learly, llum, Pitt luid a distinct share in the ttraftin|.f of the 
for estahlisliiii^f the .settlement. ‘Pile p^eneral plan hail been 
ided at a Oamcil held al St. James's Palace on Olli Decemlmr 
iK 'flu: Letters l*alent formin|{ the Courts of Law were 

' Nt:w .Snulli Wiilrn I >t?*ip;m npJiJ. ^ ja. 

Pm M.SS., I n;. 

'* Nciv .‘leulh WalcH I irN|iairhrH,'' i, pi. li, 311. Sttti laicr (pji. 67-70) for the 

die /\i \ til i'aflianifnl. 
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issued on and April 1787; hut it wns lua until U!il» May that 
ILM.S. ^‘Sirius'* ami ** Supply/* esnirlin^f ihr trauspi»rl4 
Alexander/' “(lharliilte,** *\SrarbMnm^;lt/' “ riimr n| Wales," 
‘T''riendship/* and 1 , July IVnihyii/' set ^^idl lri»n» Spitliead on 
thoir drear)* nf rijd*t innnllis. On Jannary 178H 

Govcrnnr Phillip landed at lh»Uuiy Itay. and a few days latrr lu* 
tnuisferred Ins slraiup’ e<»mpiiny tn the laml ltirknl and iK^anlirnl 
Port Jiu kscm, <111 an inlet nf whieh hr haimlrd the inlant srtllr- 
ment of Syilney, lie was just in time Ic* antieipalr the hVriuh 
oxpcdilinn under }l.a lVn»usr, whirli sailed into the harhunr 
only Nix days ahttr Phillip lamh-d at HiUany Hay. *1 htis, hy 
extraordinary lurk, ilespiir all (hr delay-* at Wrsiininsier, 
the Hrilish narmwly fi>irstalh’d their rivals in the (Keupation 
of that mapnifieent enusl. (‘aptain it is trne* had 1 hiiined 

It for the Hritlsh Onwn: hnl in internatiMiial law rllritive 
occupation is a necessary seipiel to so vaipie ami swerpiiin a 
declaration, Hirehohenf the name "Sytlnry'* (lir the infant 
selllemriU allesis tltr eonvlclirm i»r tinvmior Phillip that the 
whole plan tiwcd very innclt tn the initiativT of that nohlrinan. 
ft Is, however, strnuKr that the name <»f IMti was nut j^pvrn to 
Home town or river of the colony; fur he certainly playetl an 
Important part In the nncUTiaktn^. 

NcvertiteleNs, the whole nuesiiutt reflects no y/ral crnlU either 
on Idlt or Sydne)% Neither of t)jem had shown ntneh insi^jld 
or enKernesH in the matter. Iviprci.illy may they ami their 
collcap,m*s he hhuned for m»t haviiifj resulved, ihiaiyh at -.liyhtly* 
Increased cost, to luuml (hc^ iulmiy woithily hy means tif the 
Amerlciin Loyalists who hatl siilfri tal so imu h lor titeir devotion 
to Ivtni.' and 1^11^1^001. 

The cpiesiion of the Anteriian laiyalists will Ik* rrirrfetl lo 
later In this (hapier; and it is uai here that thuM* 

Loyalists who hatl inirpalt*d to (he hinds stHiii lu Ik* known as 
New llrunswick and Oniariti slntuld have lH*rn sent to the 
Soulliern Seas, There were many others, wlm had sri «^:iil with 
the ItrltlHh RarrlHons leaving; New York ami other (ttwns, now 
available for that experiment, 'Phey were livlntj in ]*Ui}^htmt In 
penury and with hope deferred, while the qiirstlon of the in^ 
demnily in lunmur due to them fruni the United States filnwly 
[Hdered out. The Hrilish Parliament was investif'alinff their 
clnims and finally acknowlecifjed its nhli^Mtlcms to llirnt; hut in 
the meantime they were in want, Would not the Ministry have 
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lultrrl ihrir intiTrsls aiul llu* svcUarr i»f 1 )k‘ luiiphv l>y nflcr- 
Ui ihnw III CHinnuUr lluMi iKVuniary claims fur of 

aiul (if sriilrmnil in Nt-ss' Siuilh Walrs? U'hc 

ililn uhjrilinu, llial llirir ilaiiiH had luil hrm inUircly in-* 
ipali'd l>y llu* yrar 17R7, in iriilinjj. 'riic cilVn* nhijlit surrly 
' \ivr\\ ina<l(‘ Uu>sr \vlu> 55 c (a^rs and characlrrN wnc wrll 
^vn.and wlu» wrrc* suiled tn n life of liardHliip and ndvrntin'c. 
rr nuKl Imvr hrcn very many who would Imvo piTlVrrrd a 
and arlivr life lo one nf wrelchednr.HH in London; and when 
reiln i on die (,;reat ncixNMion of Hlren(»tl' brought by the 
alihlN lo Canada and Ncnv HrnnHwieU, It will ever rcirmin a 
ler of re^^rri that Mlnisieri adcti on the motive; whicit ap- 
ed Ml forcibly In Lord Sydney, ihnt of eanlnff tlu; prcHHUro 

iriMMiN. 

nr llir lime, il U Irur, llirir rKprriinrnl was Inyhly rconond- 
tlir roNt i»r ihr rKprilllioii and srltlnnrnl ul Sydney fonn 
ibrr 17H0 pi Oriubcr lirhu^ only or <nie- 

IrcMilh part of llir Mim vvlnrh in tlu^ y<*ar 17^7 l*ailiamrni 
linioUNly vnird for ihr dl-ii haiyi* of ihr drl»l»i of a aiirndlhrifl 
U i'* M anady lair In I'tMil llir idras of mir apr Into oiu* 

I whii'li wr have moved vrij' lar away, or lo rnraiK* i*Ul 
In * r*implaiN,tiir(* tii llu* (niinr I li^orpi* IV, while* lu* pao’d 

II ibr ol llir pOMlrsl < nionial r.Npniinrnl id* Ium 

■lalioii, No om; rotild (nrrvrr llu^ Npiriulid fulnrr of llu; 
r of Ceinlinrnl/' Kvvw Muha and Sir (irorpr Yi»nnj{, who 
d far nlirad, hrlirvrd ibat ihr work of ihr Nrtllcincnt iiumt 
unr mainly by ChinrNr and Stnilh Sra iNtandrr^. 

cjvrt tlmlcHN, serinuf that the lulvanUi^r of ntiliidnK tlie rnorKlea 
American laiynlhlN w»in cirarly laid before MiniNlcrai it h 
niddng lluil they paid nn hred U» a plan which miphl ulllm- 
/ luivr provrd Ui bo more muioinicul rvrn than the export 
mvIclN. (Vrlainly II would have furniNherl the nrw Innd willi 
lirNl of coIoiHnIn. The Idlh and kin of iho inrii who huill tip 
iuio anel New MruiiNwirk would liavr laid hroatl and drop 
fonndallons of Nrw Sinilh Walr^, 'I hr prcaloNi pood fortune 
'ordi America wa^ ibr advrni of thiriiau leaders as fmmdera 
Slalr; and the transf(*r lo ihr Sonlhrni ( *i»nliornt of ihrir 
riidanb, wlu « rivalled them in ihr slauncIntrsN of Ihrir fidelity 
irinciple, svould have been an Imperial asNcn of prlcelcsft 


* J. Uiirm ii V(, "Tho Kirnl TwriUy VraM nf Aiuaraliai” 6. 
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worth. There arc limes when the f<irc‘si^;ht ami iiuartiiiatinii uf u 
statesman mean infinilrly much lo the tulini* »•( the r.ut'; ami 
no aclion is more fniilful in re^mlls tli.ui Ihr M-llloiiina nt a nr\v 
CuuUncnl. Tlie (Irccks diil well to M»tnniii/r the m'iuIim).' lurlh 
of cc^lunists 1*3' llie luuKiirrs of Ihe Stafr lua] lli<* ‘v.aKijtai iif 
religion. Aiul what the)' tliU lor the lonmlinj*. »»l onr* nanf^ tiireh 
oil)', G real ihilain onj^ht to have iluiir Inr ihr oi t ujialton o( a 
coasL-lino known to pnhses^i va^l posMbililirN o| i^'iuwlh 

The painfnl InUh inusl he lareil tluU in Ihr* initilei fill 
Jacked tJie Injpenal Innopnatiran ))r‘»pi!r va>;tie a^**rf lit*))-* In 
the contrary h)' [nofessetl pamH*yri'4s* 1 eannot litul a woiil in 
)hs .s|u*(TlieH or leller.H whii h evim etl .my inlemt in llie Mutany 
Jkiy cxperinumL l ine*, in ihe tlr4iate o| tali iM'hm.iiy on 

the condition oi the y*ain}: Nellleinenl-i and the ipn^slion of 
*slnppiii^f llu? Iranspoj lalioii oi i,H<;m nioie lonviit^, I*iu *ij>oke 
of lhal ('Npniineiil ii"* il it weic* an iinponrd tind rt*inonne.d 
prison, llis speerli did not rise to the level oi lhal ol Sii t liarles 
Itunlutry ami Mr. Jekyll, the mover iiml MMondei ol (hr motion 
for an iiH|uiry into the whole suhjeel t*\ (ians|Hiiiaihtir I hey 
both jileaded ftir more rational melloHls oi pniiishineni, wherein 
the tlc|)ravt'd would cease to lonianilnate (he les^i ipnlly. 
Ihmhury cmiunentecl on the ahintniiv; imie.reof 1 nntr o| late 
3 'car.s, (he innniicr of Hentem:e** of dealli liaviiij; Iw en donhied, 
while convictions for felon)* had i|nadrnpletl littlh he ami 
jek)'!! jji'CHsed for the conslrmliim td penilniliaiirs vvlieie the 
ii3'.slein of •‘that y.ooil ami nsehd lili/en, Mi. Ilowaid/* ini^jhl 
he better enforced ; and tliey nu ntioiied the repot 1 that tlie 
Kcttlenands in New S<inlJi Wales were ill '•uiied (o dii j pnii^rsCi 
owiilK to the Ni(*rilily of the soil, 

'fo ihih last eli.urje Till itunle no eflei ti\e atr*v.ei. So iar ns 
we can jiuh;e from the semi i»flu lal o^potpi, hr sonidtt rrhi|*e In 
tluj inistTalde reply that **in point ol r^ipense tio ihra[KT mode 
of tlinposiufj fif the convicts t ould Iw found/* and i)iaf«as ihn liief 
coHl of ^tartin^' that settlement had Iwrn idre.idy im mrrd how 

paltr)* the cost we have seen it would In* ftHdish to seek for 

.^nmc other place where those expen^rs musi ayain Iw met! He 
cx[)ressed his apiwoval of penitentiaries, said mahmr: alHiiil lhal 
fruitful mother of crime, llir penal code, and tlec Imrd lo lake 
any .slcpn for sto[)[)tnK the iranspiul of the convicts. It 
was .sornelhinK tlmi, aniidht lhe.se frigid ne^itUons, he did not 
op|]a«c the mutton for an im|u(ry into the condition ol Ihitany 


i 
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May. C-uritaiMly lu- diil not niuto name; llu; only consider- 

nl)l« sKUlcinciit, Sydney,' so liiniu-d was his ovilloolc on social 
and colonial inohU'ins. Wide ns wci<; Itls views on most (|nesiions, 
il Jinisl be adjnillcd lhal here was his liliiiil side; and Jitr imisl 
he heltl pailly resiioiisihle for spreading' over new latuls a social 
taint which loiiy hliphled their projjiess. 

'I'hal taint was to vanish ; inxl its disappearance in a few 
generations Is a si^pial pr<iof lhal, under lit condiliuna, the 
hninan r.ice tlocs not dc'i'enernle hut wins its way U» hii’hcr 
levels. Nevertheless, in view of the (lower of hi.storic irleas and 
tr.niltlons, we must ever rcffrel that J’ltl and his eoIlea(,mc3 did 
not resolve Iti make the new scUleinenta livin(j proof of Itrltaln's 
c.irc for the .staunchest and truest of her children. 

Hy ft transition which, however ahru|il in a (fen^jraphical 
sense, is .Hli(;hl in the .sjiliere of politics, we (lass from the .settle- 
ment of New Sonlh Wales to ihe adjnslinent of affairs in 
Moth questions rcsulhst frmn the Aiiiericaii War. Thu 
refugees from the old American lolonies, who now huddled 
with their f.nnilies in the purliciei of Soho, formed ilie loUKh 
nucleus of what had heen a vesy larpe ami inllnential hand of 
men in llu; .Stales. Writers of the school of It.oicrolt used to 
treat the l.oyulisls as liaitors who richly deserved the lian(;in({: 
or shooiiiq' in t old hlood whit h not sehloin helell Iheiii at the 
imtitls of rqthteous (taliiots. ‘i’luise, however, wlio reKaitl history, 
nulns a meaiiHtif eidtircin^t t ertain opinions, hut of rellectitq; thu 
life of the lime, are. ('cnerally ai{rcud lhal the l.nyali.sis ftclcd 
from sincere conviction, which letl tlicm ddiherately to fncu 
cruel and proinngeil iierseculitin. At the outset of the war they 
nurnliurecl nhout one third of the populalltm of the .Slates; and, 
at least J0,(X)0 of them joincil the Mritish ftircus.’ Ily the end of 
the Wtir nhoiit f)0,otX) faiyiilisls were coinjielled Ui leave the 
Slates, of whom nearly one half .settled in the future (iroviiitcof 
New Hrunswick; .some to, taxi went Ui found the Mritish ptumlfi- 
lion in Upjier (.Irinada (Ontario;; lint many sailed with the 
rclirinp; (•arriMons to tircat Mrilain.' 

' "I'arl. llisi.,*’ sstVMi, tjjl y l-nr ini iiiriiinil of ilie new nrllltiiiciU nee 
"'Difl J Jint'ii)' Nrtv ilxllaiitl, itiih-r/Hy." 

♦ .Saliiiir, “‘riip Aiiirotait l.nyalist'i," {(i ef xttf. 

‘ Jiir C. t'. l.mas, “ Hoc licurfraiiliy <*1 die Hril. Oilmiics," v (Canada), 
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It is with these last that we are here at first concerned. Their 
number was given as 428 in the official inquiry of 1782-3/ but 
that list was probably incomplete. Their condition soon became 
pitiable. By the Treaty of V'ersaillcs (September 1783) the 
American Congress pledged itself to recommend the States of 
the Union to restore the property confiscated from the Loyalists. 
The States ignored the recommendation. Pitt has sometimes 
been blamed for not doing more to pre.ss the fulfilment of this 
treaty obligation, which was carried out only by South Carolina. 
But he seems to have taken the only means possible, namely, of 
refusing to surrender certain of the western forts of the States, 
until satisfaction was accorded on this head.^ John Adams, who 
arrived in London as ambassador from the United States in 
1786, received that answer to his protest, a fact which sufficc.s to 
disprove the statement that the clause of the treaty relating to 
the Loyalists was inserted merely for cfifcct.^ 

Pitt further sought to carry out the stipulations for the collec- 
tion of debts due to the Loyalists before the beginning of the 
war. He sent out a Mr. Anstcy to deal with these thorny and 
almost hopeless claims. The matter dragged on; and a letter 
forwarded to the Prime Minister on 30th January 1787 refers to 
the inquiry as still incomplete/ In 1785 Pitt offered to grant 
due compensation to the American Loyalists; but long and most 
discreditable delays ensued. Several petitions forwarded to Pitt 
show that payments were either inadequate or were often de- 
ferred, and that the petitioners were in much distress,® The 
letter above referred to states that from ;^6o,ooo to 80,000 a 
year had been granted in pensions; but that in 1787, owing to 
deaths and other causes, the amount fell to 50,000. Even this 

' Kingsford, Hist, of Canada,'^ vii, 216, 

^ I cannot agree with Professor E. Channing (*‘Thc United States, 1765* 
1865,” 118) that the action of the States towards the Loyalists ‘*was not an 
infraction of the treaty.” The terms bound the United States to do their 
utmost to induce the component States to compensate the Loyalists. But 
they took only the slightest and most perfunctory steps In that direction. 
Pitt, as we saw in Chapter VI, distinctly enjoined it as a debt of honour on 
the United States, and cannot surely be held responsible for its evasion. 

® Kingsford, “Hist, of Canada,” vii, 215; Sir C. P. Lucas, “Hist, of 
Canada, 1763-J812,” 214. 

^ Pitt MSS., 344. 

® /did. The cases of Samuel Gale, Sir John Johnson, F. J. D. Smyth, and 
R. F. Pitt seem especially hard. 
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exceeds the average of the official amount by some 
The writer goes on to assert that the utmost possible had been 
done to relieve the distress, and shows the unreasonableness of 
the claim of some Loyalists for compensation for the loss of 
their professions. Finally the whole matter was cleared up by 
the proposal of Pitt to the House of Commons on 6th June 
1788 to vote the sum of ^1,228,239 to the Loyalists in proportion 
to the merits of their cases, and 13,952 to the claimants from 
West Florida. To this the House agreed, Burke commending 
the proposal as a new] and noble instance of national bounty 
and generosity.*^ ^ 

Pitt evidently considered the question as settled by the dis- 
tribution of this sum and of certain grants of land in Canada; 
for in the year 1792, when other claims were forwarded to him 
through the medium of Sir Henry Clinton, he replied as follows 
in a letter of 29th May 1792: 

On the fullest consideration of the subject, 1 have not thought myself 
justified in proposing to open the Commission again for iiujuiry into 
those cases which were not brought forward witliin any of the periods 
before limited; and under these circuuislances it seems impossible to 
give any compensation for particular lo.sscs. The plan has therefore 
been adopted of giving gome provision by grants of land in Canada, to 
such persons of this description as may be willing to accept it; and of 
advancing them certain sums of money (according to the classes in 
which they have been distributed) for the purpose of assisting them in 
removing and in settling themselves. With respect to the three persons 
whom you particularly mention of the name of Plater, Harding and 
Williams, the granting to them the sums recommended by Col. Delaney 
was delayed from its appearing that they had formerly had an advance 
for the purpose of enabling them to go to America; but notwithstanding 
this circumstance it has been determined from the nature of their cases 

^ See J. E. Wilmott, “ Hist View of the Commission ... of the American 
Loyalists ” (London, 1815). 

’ Pari. Hist.,” xxvii, 610-19. The total expenses incurred on behalf of 
the American Loyalists as shown in the Budgets of the years 1784 to 1789 are 
as follows: Z82,75o; ^190,019; 15,873; ^132,8561 /82,346; ^362,922; 

or a total of ^1,084,016. These sums are distinct from the special votes of 
jCiy^'zSy 2 ^g and ^113,952 above referred to; which raise the total for those 
six years to ^^2,426,207. I lake these figures from the Budgets as given in the 
Annual Registers. It is impossible to harmonize them with Wihnofl^s figures. 
He gives 112,45 5 the total up to and including the year 1790. 
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and your strong testimony in tlieir favour, to comply with this recom- 
mendation, which will be immediately carried into effect.' 

The settlement of the Loyalists in Canada and Nova Scotia 
produced far-reaching results. About 28,000 settled in Nova 
Scotia, the larger portion of them selecting the banks of the 
River St. John. Besides being far removed from Halifax, the 
seat of government, they found themselves absolutely without 
influence in the administration, as the Governor refused to en- 
large the Legi.slative Council by admitting one of their number. 
They therefore petitioned the Home Government for separation 
from Nova Scotia — a request which was at once granted (1784), 
Pitt thus showed liis complete confidence in the Loyalists and 
in the policy of according full liberty in local affains to a com- 
munity wliich obviously needed such a boon. 

Not very dissimilar were the results of the infliix of the 
Loyalists into Canada Proper. About 10,000 of them crossed 
Lake Ontario or the Niagara River, and formed a thin fringe of 
settlements along the Upper St. Lawrence and Lake.K Ontario 
and Erie. In 1784 Governor Haldimand granted to them large 
tracts of land, generally in proportion to the services rendered 
during the war.’ In many cases, the settlement was of a .semi- 
military character; and everywhere the colonists took a pride in 
adding to their names “U.E.,” to denote the United Empire 
for which they had fought and suffered. The lot of many of 
them was hard in the extreme; but it seems that even those 
who had been reared in luxury preferred the rigours of tlie 
Canadian winter in a log-hut to the persecutions which would 
have been their lot in the United States. 

A settlement of a very different kind was that of do Puisaye 
and some fifty French royalists in the autumn of 1798. Pnisaye 
was a man of fine physique and perseverance, as appeared 

‘ Pitt MSS., 102. Colonel Belancey named by Pitt was probably Lie.u- 
tenant-Coloncl Stephen Delancey (1740-98), who helped to raise a loyal 
battalion at New York and finally became Governor of Tobago. His son. Sir 
William Delancey, was Wellington’s Quarter-Master-Gencral at Waterloo, 
where he was kilted. 

' GreswcU (“ Hist, of the Dominion of Canada," 144) states that £4,000,000 
was then allotted to the settlers in Upper Canada. I can nowhere find any 
confirmation of this. Kingsford, " Hist, of Canada,” mentions only grants of 
land and small sums of money; but states (vii, 217) that in all the sum of 
£3,886,087 was granted to the Loyalists in Great Britain. 
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agraii.n-a well-mwnt measure which, while ensutiiig the 
loyally of the Catiadiaos during the America, i War oflndepcnd- 
ence,Lused the anger of British settlers and 
United Empire Loyalists in Upper Canada found these French 
customs insufferable. They had not left the United States 
order to merge themselves in a community modelled on the 


France of Louis XIV. ^ . * r m ^ i. 

Moreover, in other respects, the Quebec Act failed to meet 

the needs of the colonists; so that Fox described Canada as 
having no settled government.' Here he erred. The bane of 
that land was too much government. The settlers were beset by 
too many decrees, several of which were inapplicable to the 
needs of the growing mercantile communities at Quebec and 
Montreal, who found themselves hampered by the French laws 
and were in constant friction with the “ancient” colonists. 
They therefore sent the petition of 1 784, requesting the bestowal 
of representative institutions and of Briti.sh law. botli mercantile 
and criminal; but they admitted the need of retaining French 
laws for agriculture, property, religion, and social life. Such an 
admission was repugnant to settlers in the upper districts, who 
in 1785 petitioned for entire exemption from French law.s and 


customs.’ 

As was but natural, Pitt and his colleagues seem to have been 
perplexed by the difficulty of this problem, which certainly was 
one of infinite complexity. It .soon appeared, as the outcome of 
official inquiries, that, taking Canada as a whole, there was only 
one English-speaking colonist to fifteen French. The small 
British population was centred almost entirely in Quebec and 
Montreal (even there it was only a third of the population), or 
else straggled along tlie Upper St. Lawrence into the almost 
unknown wilds between Lakes Ontario and Huron. How was 
it possible, at the bidding of .so insignificant a minority, to 
repeal the French laws and enrage the majority? Would not 
France and the States be certain to intervene and thus fill to 


the full the cup of disaster? 

For the present the Pitt Cabinet limited its efforts to the 
strengthening of the executive powers at Quebec by enlarging 
the powers of the new Governor-General, Lord Dorchester (1786) 
so that they extended over the upper districts, and also over 


' “ Par!. Hist.,” xKviii, 505 (debate of 8th March 1790), 
? Kingsford, op. r/V., vii, 234-236. 
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New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Meanwhile Pitt and Sydney 
awaited the results of the inquiries set on foot in Canada; and, 
though the resulting delay was irritating at the time, it proved 
to be beneficial ; for before the Ministry at home could frame its 
Bill, the outbreak of the French Revolution had minimized the 
danger of intervention from France. 

Mishaps to the despatches, the substitution of Grenville for 
Sydney as Home Secretary, in June lySp, and the General 
Election of 1790, further retarded legislation on this subject. 
Twice in the year 1790 Grenville had to apologize to the 
House for delays due to the terrible weather of the winter of 
1789*90.^ On the latter occasion he described his endeavours 
to get at the truth of the situation in Canada, his conferences 
with his colleagues, and his assiduity in drafting the Bill which 
he promised to place before them as soon as he received 
Dorchester’s replies to certain questions. This declaration is 
interesting as showing that the famous Act of 1791 was really 
drafted by Grenville, and that he considered it his own. In 
view, however, of his very recent appointment to the Home 
Office, and of his intimate relations to Pitt, we may be sure that 
the spirit informing the measure was that of the Prime Minister. 
We now know, however, that Grenville was responsible for the 
proposal to confer hereditary titles on the members of the 
Governor’s Legislative Council;^ and it is significant that, while 
Pitt acquiesced in it, no such creation of a colonial nobility ever 
took place. 

Grenville having been raised to the peerage in November 
1790, Pitt moved for leave to bring in the Canada Bill to the 
Lower House (4th March 1791). In an explanatory speech, he 
stated the aim of the measure to be *‘to promote the happiness 
and internal policy [progress ?] of the province and to put an 
end to the differences of opinion and growing competition that 
had for some years existed in Canada between the ancient in- 
habitants and the new settlers from England and America [stc] 
on several important points, and to bring the government of the 
province, as near as the nature and situation of it would adiniti 
to the British Constitution.** He therefore proposed to divide 
Canada into an Upper and a Lower Province, ** the former for 
the English and American settlers, the lower for the Canadians.** 

* “Pari. Hist./’ xKviii, J03, 627. 

^ “ Dropmore P.,“ i, 507 (Grenville to Thurlow, 12th September 1789). 
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Tlic iiiconvenienccH Ihnl iniKht rcsuU lo IIk; iniiuiiiiy in ihi: 
hitler province woiilii, he liupcd, lie iiverlwl hy the ekxlion of a 
House of Assctnhly, whicli woulil proptiHc nuMsuros, acting 
therein conjointly with a I.egislutivc (.‘tmiii il, ol iiunnlieis nom- 
inated for life. Ah it has licon .staled lliat I’itl avnwnl lii.s ititen- 
lion to create two imivinces whose nnitiial jealoiisieH would 
prevent rebellion, il is tlcsiralilo to notice lli>il in tins (irsl spcecli 
he insisted that separation wonUI be the only means of ending 
the existing strifes and of according to each <tf them the blcHS' 
ings of the luiglish tamslitntion.' VVe may also remark that 
l‘ilt seein.s to have paid no iiccil to the siiggeNlhai that the 
Lower I’rovincc niiglil lie governrtl auKicralic.dly, while Upper 
(.'iiimda liad reprcscnlative inslitnlioiis. would becornr 

impossible when tile l''rcnch gained political conscioiis. 

ness; and I’itl was .surely right in lejecling that makeshift. 

ills [lolicy was, however, to 1h* sharply crilici/.rd, especially 
by the llrilish minority in i.ower Cainada. In a petition dated 
London, 15th March lyyi (which is printed in full in I'itt and 
Napoleon Mific<;llaiiics''j, seven firinn engagtil in the t’anada 
trade pointed out llic ddfctl.s of tlie measure; and il is liighly 
fllgnlficaiU that some of their olyecliuiis torcsliadowed llio.sc 
which were to be so ably .set forth in Lonl l)iirliain\ lieporl 
on Canada (ihjy). Tbc petition was dralird by l.ymbiirner, 
a Quebec mcrclinnl who bad tlrnwn ii|t llnit of 'riie 

Me.inorlaiiKtH dcciiircti that the Mill befine I'arliainrnl would 
perpetuate many of the worst evils of tlie Qncliec Ait, which 
.s|)riing from the attempt to impose one c««le of laws on two 
peojiles differing widely In their manner of lile, ciisioms, and 
needs, 'rhey asserted that the only means of s<iothing liic 
strifes was to apply Knglish law to the l‘higlish popnlalioii and 
French law to the hVciich; that any division of llie colony 
would be nrlifidiii anti would debar Upper t'aiiaila from iniirl* 
time trade. 'I'he ]>c(l(km conclutled with (lie sialcsmaidike sug* 
gesllon that the only cure for the ills of ('aiiada was (o merge 
her two peoples in a (*clf*g«>vcrning commimity. 

Already Uorchesier had ulfcrcd objections to ilie projaiscd 
division of Canada; but Grenville In Ids tle>piitcb of 40 lh 
Ocloljcr 1789 act aside his arguments on the ground that, while 
weighty as agninut the prcftenl nun-repicsenialive system, they 
dill not apply to that which was idxnil to be prupoMul. 

‘ "I’rttl. nim.,'* xsviti, iji7>'7y. 
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e wrolu) ll)c resolution was lukciiof cslahlisliinu a Provim-inl 
, , . . l(» be oUosun in part by lhc> people, every eunHideruliun 
iotned to tumler it deairublc that the great prepondevaiieo lats- 
lu Upper I )islricis by tliu King’s antienl subjects, and in the 
le I'rencb < ’anadiaits, sljould have tliis eflecl and operation 
T.egiHlaiuie»,rtilbertlmn that lljeae two bodies of people should 
logeiiier in the first furniiuiun of the new Oonslitution, and 
icioni lime bus been allowed for the removal of antient pre- 
Ihe haliil of obedience to the same (JovcrnmeiU and by the 
:onunon interest,' 

vords imply uol so much distrust of the colonists ns a 
the need of procccdinir tentatively with what was a 
tirlure. H is clear that Ministers looked on the pi'o- 
fin^ruiricnt.s ns more or less provisional, and in the Inst 
c .seem to catch tt g;liinpac of a more peaceful future 
tion tvotilrl be the natural .step, h’or llie present, Grcn 
inued, it wttniti be well to strcin'lhen the tjovernur’.s 
c (loimci! Iiy accordinjj; to its members some title of 
I ban)iiulit|.;e was Rrsl iiinUal at) which would utlach 
he new instilulions. Another dfsirable sleji wtis the 
n of Crown Lands in the new dislrict.s, in order to 
lie G<ivei iiiuent with a fixed and improvini' revenue 
even sugKosted that, bail tliis lieen done in the orii'inat 
olonics, a (‘aiise of friction and levolt would have been 

ira must huve had a deep sense of the advantages of 
)osal when they disregarded the advice of the Governor- 
nd the firui opposition of the liritish settlers In Lower 
nd of their connections in Loudon. The measure was 
n, despite a long speech ngain.st it by Lyiiiburiicr at 
if the I louse. In which he asserted that the division of 
nccs, when once accornplishcd, could never be levcrsed 
jrtioii fal.sified by facts in 1841. 'I'hc delmtcs on the 
ere rendered memorable liy an incident whieli will lx* 
Inter (CImpter XXIV). Ihirke had persisted in drng- 
I'rench Revolution into the iliscussion, and, when 
sd by loix, passionately declared that the friemlship 
tliem was at an en<l. As for the t|UeHlion before the 
ox opposu<l, wliile Hiirkc defciulerl, tlie proposed divi 

opori oil (.'anndinii Arrliivcs," by I). l{r)iiiri (Oiuiwti, iHyil. 
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aion of Cftnacla, The Wlii^ \a\t\vv fnrlher ohjrt UMi to the pro- 
posal to make a Ic^^islalive rtmncilinrsihp an hernliiary hiMUJur; 
and he utRed MinisU^s lo inrrrasc iUv si/e id lltr llniiseh nf 
AsHfiinhly* I'itl earnVd his proposal lhal they Nhi»u|il luimiKT 
sixteen for the U[)|Krr I’rovimr aiul (lity for the l,uwrr. iMnally 
the Mdiiso afprrt) to Iravr open ihr ipieslioM of ihr lirnHliiriry 
tenure <»f couneillorships; and il is nutrworiliv tital iioluTrdUary 
title was conferred. 'I'lie Hill hrt ainr law rui Kph May I7<JK 

To discuss tliu suitahility of this mrasnrr In t'.inada would 
involve a recital of rvenls in that colony diovn In Ihr linu* of 
f.ord Durham's famous Krpmi i»f All that inncerns iis 

here is the question of Pitt's tiitiUuIr towards those roinplex 
prohleins. I IN eimilm l e.iniioi hr jinunaimed Ihisl)* or tloo 
Iriimire* Not muil olhvial evidrnte and advite were Inrlluundn^j 
did he ami his irolleaunes skcqt h the lirsl outlines of the sehemc, 
]iiit when h<‘ had nimir np Ihs inimh he heht on Itis way witli 
rcsidule purpose. ’Tins will appear il wr lememlaT that three 
Ministers were smtessively responsihtr ha* the |iil| Syelney 
drafted it. tirenvillr revisial iheevideme and irrast the Hill;' 
hut il roll to llenij* Diimhn in amend it and itirry il irrln 
execution. Ah the iUII was hut little thanKed, we may infer 
llml one mind was at all limes paramnuiil. 

Canadian liisUirians Imve j*enrially allowed that the nmlivtts 
of i*itl were cnlij'hlened ; and, the assertion soinetiitie^i made, 
that they were based i»n a reM*(ve to litake use of the hostility 
of h'rcnch and Hrilish sritleis sfi as to prevent revolt, is contra- 
dicted by all that is known ot his mardy and hopeful nature. 
Ilis Npeechen riiq*; with a lei liiq; of ionliilemr in the liraliiut 
enecl of re|)resrnlalive insiiimiuns; and It shouhl U* rrmcm-- 
bered that, if in iHt7 they were haunt inadequate to the neeth 
uf the pro^^resp.ive Dp(H r I'rovitii e, they yrl nur*%ed ilial little 
cummunily into youth. I his .ill that t an l*r ex|a^i tetl fnan a 
mcuHurc. whieh was nrtessardv tentative/ *1 he 1 hief tibjei tions 
a^aln^t Ins tlivNhar of the jirt»vjnccs were that iC tended to 
waaken the Ihitish lominunily in ilir l.iiwer Ihovinee, while il 
also cut off the Ujqiri Prnviine (rntn Ihr sea and phned il nt 
ihe mercy of the t'usloms' laws Iramed at (Juelrre. 

lo ihis it may hr rrp|ic*d that, even if ihe infant firltlemcnts 
i»r llm Upper St. IjiWTcnee had remained iKunid rqr with the 

‘ Ihapmorf \\** i, 

' .See vuMf? nfKifl leiiifirks t*n dn^ hy .Sir i P. f.uirts, <t/, M vn. 
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\ districts, the ICn^^lish-HiieiiUinK [KipuhUldn \v«iul(t slill 
cen in a decided minority, and tl\aL it was luaier to allow 
ute<l ICmpire I.oyalists to carve out their own tiestiny, as 
ere doing in New Hrimswick» in tl\e hope that tiinewonUl 
ihoiit an ts|nip(U.se between the two peoples, Tlie erec:tion 
ew (fustians' harrier was truly a serious matter; hut it 
d froiii geogoMphrcai and racial eondiUons whicli were 
sihh', save hy the Act of Unirm, which, under hap|)icr 
.:s, came exactly half a century later* In the peritKl 1791- 
Jpper t!aimda grew from a {)(jpulation of about lo^ocx) U» 
d; aiul in that fiict may he found the best justification for 
L^aiiatlian policy. VVlum hniked at from the [mint of view 
I, it seems to deserve higher praise than has generally 
s meed. 


CIIAPTl'K XX 

TfIK .SI.AVK THADK 


Sluven t nnmU bie:uh(?. in Kn^flnnd; if lh<*ir limKfl 
Kcf eive niir «ir» lluit inomcnU ihry arr frre; 

nni i ntutliyi *brif 'jh/n l<lr^ fall i 
*riua nobtr, and br^iprak** a imliiMi |»r«mii 
And jealunn id btr'i^iiih* Sprrad i( (liriti 
And In it l intilatr thuMiKb «*vvry vrin 
(H all ynur Knifdir ibae ivbrrr jKiwri 

In fall, mankind nniy fral her nmii y inn. 

CliWI'KM 

R)vAT mnvcinriits »ir<* Uio nftrn cuniiriirJ wlUi thn rnunrs 
Jf of onu nr twn iimmincnl men, In ihr nc^flei i nf ulhcrs 
whose services nre hi^»hly merUnrltins, Kn^iiie^H ralher llwui 
inifalnieHS may l>c amd^nietl im iho cau»ie t»f ihii mlniuke. *rhe 
popular conHciousneH’^, iinnlde to ludtl in^jrlltrr namr**, ncrortlln^f 
lo gnulalion of meril, grilles nn onr nr iwo ah tnnvruirnt peps 
for the memory, and diseanhi the reinaiiuler. lirnce ll couu:h 
al>out that commanders aeipiire nntlyin^ fame which may lie due 
to their chiefs of siallT; aiul siaicsmrn are reputed llie aulhurs of 
measures which they accepted doiihlfully from their permanent 
u/Tlclal.s. 

It is by some sucli proiess of hasty laheltin^ that the name of 
Win)crforce is often aflTixed alone to the movement for the 
lIlKsrallon of the slaves. True, he deserve** to hold a very hi^{h 
place in the rull-call of the champions of phllantliropy. liul the 
following short Hiimmary will suflke to suggest tlial many other 
names, now wellnigli hirgoticn, deserve to he held in ct|ual 
honour. Of those who helpetl lo arouse public opinion on this 
t|ucstion George Kox and William l*!dmuntlson come firsi In 
point of time. They lifted up their voice In and alter the year 
irtyi against the cruelties jnnicled on negro slaves ifi Jlarbadws 
and elsewhere; but wc du not find that llielr viewn on slavery 
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affected n large number of ibclr eu-rcligicmisls until the year 
1727, when tlu5 Society of Kriend.s in their annual meeting at 
London (lasscd a resolution ermdemning Iwilh tire slave trade 
and the owning of slaves.* This conviction .spread to the Quakers 
of Pennsylvania (the “ Quaker Slate") wliere worthy inendjcr.s t)f 
the Society succeedetl in arousing public opinion even against 
tire instiinlion of slavery. 

Keverltiig to I'inglaiui, with which alone we are concerned, we 
find the Quakers siriving to stop the worst nhuse.s of the Slave 
Trade. T'he Treaty of Utrecht (171.U had handed over to ICng- 
land a great part of that traffic; and Ohatliain himself boasted 
lirat his coiuiuesis in Africa during llte Seven Years’ War had 
placerl a)ino.si the wliokr of it in Hclti.sli hands. When a man of 
his elevation of thought held this language, we can imagine that 
the many lookerl on the trade as a pillar of the ICmpirc, ami 
derided its few opponents as bmalics. 

Not that public opinion was wholly blind to its evils. In the 
year 1750 Parliainenl had passed an Ai l forbidding the kid- 
napping of negroes; but it proved wholly ineffective; and, as 
the horrors conneeied witlr llte .Slave I'r.ide heeame belter 
known, the Society of I'n'em Is warned all its meinbers to idtslain 
from any coiniei tion whatever willi so unholy a liiiflic ( 175K). 
I'hree ye.irs later it resolved to disown any wlio .should disregard 
this warning.'’ riins, to tint religintis /e.il and consistency of the 
Kriemls we are intlelilcd for the first attempts to abolish thi.s 
traffic. No small coirunutiity has ever rendered a greater service 
to the cause of religion and humanity. 

It ahoultl be noted In passing that ibelr action and that of 
Inter abolitionists helped to link together these two ideals In a 
manner which was to be infinitely fruitful. In ibis connection 
(Jranville Sharp, Jr>hn Wesley, (.’larkson, I’aley, Wilborforce, 
lluxton, Zacltary Macaulay, ancl many others may bn named 
as proving Iho close union lltal subsisted between religions con- 
viction and llte pliilanlitropic movement, 'I'he power of religion 
to impel to gootl works slnme forllt in nil of llwm. Wlllicrforcc 
gave scarcely a tlioiiglit to tiu* slaves until the work of grace 
began in bis own heart, in 177,1 VVesle.y pnblisinul ids work, 

' (^liirksiiii, " Hisi. of dir Alinlitiiui tif dir .Slave Tiailii," ), Jio-tij. Soo 
|), a<;9 for a i Imrl nlinwinK dir iiainrs nf dionr u-lio linil prolcHleil ngnitiRl tho 
Trade from ilm rnmrs of t’liiirles V, Xlntciif'i, and <*,. l•■ox. 

' IMiL, ti.{, II?. 
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"TliauglU.f upon Sliivury," which greatly Airtlu-rctl the cause. 
Iiulml, it sluHikl he nuliced as nne nf llio iiilhicMccs inarkiiig off 
the philaiUhrupic movement in lOiiglaml IVoiu that ol l•■l•.nue that 
lien: for the most part it was an olCshoot of llie Kvaiigelicnl 
Revival, whereas in loanee the efforts ol Voltaire ami the l^ney. 
cUipaerlisls iinpartnl to similar efforts a strongly anti f atholic 
bias. These. faclH were, tiesliued to mould the fntuie ol u-ligiim 
and politics in the two lands. 1 lere |•hilllnllnopisls and slale.sinen 
were the mainstay of religion. There the slow cessation of per- 
secution and the relnclanl ahamlonment ol piivilegvs by the 
Roman (.’hnrch r.nige*l social o’lorniers against her, with lesnltn 
that were to appear in the Revolution. 

hortnnalely, in Rngland law* icinhirced the ellorls of philan- 
thropists. In iy/^t‘hiel Juslit e Mansfie ld ga\e a dei ision that n 
slave wlio lamicrl on I'.nglish soil iHcaine a lice man. I'he case, 
arose mil of the conduct ol a West India mco haul settled in 
London, who by sheer brutality had irmlernl a slave useless for 
work, hud turned him adrilt, but ag.dii clanncti him when In alcd 
by a kiml'hcartcii phy.sician. tbanville Sharp ihriuehnth made 
it the buHiness of his life to sec justice done to tin* negro race, 
and was cliichy iiiblrumental in bringiiiv; the wliole ipiestion lu 
a practical is.suc by foumling in 17H7 the lirsi Abolitioniiil 
Society. 

llcfoi’e adverting to its lalHHir.s, with which Pitt so deefily 
.Hympnthi/.ed, we may notice a few facts connected with the 
Iraflic In human flesh. The evidence ol UolH'rt Norris, of Liver- 
pool, hchne a I'ailiainenlary (’oimnissluii in the year 1775 
allowed that of the 7.|,ikki negroes In'lirved to la: taken mmiially 
from Africa to the New Win Id, Hiilisli ships carried about 
jH.ooo; l•■rcltcll, .ai.uio; rortuguese, tu.mxj, niileh, -i.tJOn; 
llauiah, a,t.K.K», The greater p.it I c,mic from Ihnmy, New t’alabar, 
the (.iuld t'.uast, tiiul Imangu. tiambin i*» credited with export- 
ing only 7tx>, u .suHpictousIy low estimate, 1 he same wilrieMn 
anBerlcd ihutunly one .slave in Iwciity-.sevcii died on the voyage, 
while one .seaman in .sixteen auccuinbed.' Rstiinates, however, 
varied very greatly. Maepherson gave as the number of 

.shivcH imported Into the New World from Alrica in the year 
176K.’ I'iffortH were, made by inercli.mts lotlepict the passage on 
the ocean na [ilcnmint, nniuseineius lieing provided on the way. 

' It.M. MW. MSS., fun tho Slave t ratltj 

' Macpltcmaii, " Animla ol Pumiticn r, ' ni, aN.| 
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l; scjon Ir.'in.Hpirtid that tlur chief atnnscinc'nt was ( niniailsory 
Iff, while the “ dancing pmved to he jumping in cliains at 
Hind ()f the lasli. It was also known that very nniny m-fp-oes 
soon after landinff dui‘in|f the puktsh kiunvn as seasoninv' 
cliinale and work; that the whip was ireedy used in Ihe 
atioMs; and that llur inorialfty anron^ l)»r .slaves was e.v- 
dy heavi'. In this connection tl»e name of Hnrke deserves 
held in hcuiour; for l\c proposed that the Atlorney-tieneral 
c\\ colony should be cinpowcMcsl to act as Protector {»f the 

ICS, 

us, even before the Abolitionist Society hefpin its labours, 
i: opinion was befpnninf^^ t<» brand the Iraflic with inlamy. 
/car 17H3 saw cllbrls matle in Parliament Ui repress Home 
worst abuses; ami the Society of I'Vieiuls tlien .sent up the 
|)eti(i(ni for the total al)ro|,pUion of the trafljc in Ibittsh 
Is.' The year 17H5 witncsseil tin* publication of C'lurks<in's 
1 essay on the subjecl; and a Iwelvisnonllt later it eiiine out 
if^lish. In ‘dso the ellorls <if ibe Kev, James Kamsay, 
»r of Tcsl(»n, Kent, wh<» Imtl seen the evils <if slavia)* dmdiif' 
isirlence. at Si. Kilt*s, hrmndit llte subjn i boinr in llu* mind 
» lu:if;bl)oiir, I auly M iddirton ; anil she in her ttn n iinjnrssrd 
a t'lnisiian duly on Willieiloiar lo biiiif; (orwaid a motion 
rlianuMil. As this apptsd baimoni/ed wiili (be stKiHf; udlfd' 
invictions now swayirif: ibe iialnie ol the youiif; member for 
shire, he fell .stronuly moved in lake up Ihe cause of ihe 
icH. In the year 178(1 he made many iiu|ulriesaniont; African 
Vest India inerchanis, and finnni much error in their Inrorm** 
. After probing the mallerf he rtnolved in eomaiU Pitt as 
I makin^f this (|uc.stion the citief object of bis life, 
a convcrHatioii took place under an old oak-lrce In IMu’.s 
uIh at ilolwood, above the steep descent inlti Keslon vale. 
:jpinions of the two frieiuLs, ns wc have seen, had sninewhiit 
({ed. Idll diti not .syinpalhi/.e with the pietism whii li now 
nalcd the life of Wilber force; but his rtdit;ion was of a 
ii4( type, and lie may have wtdeomed the fp'owlh of (muvIc 
of a more praulical kind, wlii* h would wriin his fi innl from 
isive introspccLiiin. (’ei tain it is iliat he in>;cd liim to take 
lit cause c)I the slaves as one wtdl .suited lo his chiiiai lcr and 
l.s. Wilhcrfnrcc Ihcrefoie resolved to t;ive mitice of liis in 

* Pari, i iiit /' \Mii, itijfi. 
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tcnllon to bring the subject bcfnrr [’nrlinmnU. Wmild ilmt wc 
knew the clelnilsofthfit r(>nvrr*ialit»n illu^tralivcMif ilir t iiiuaclrr 
oftwooflhe rnoHt intrrcnling mrn <»f tiu* •igcv Lvni sn, ihr rcsnivc 
there formed r^mder^ ilUhlrinus ihr irer niuler whiili it h*i* 4 
formedi fitly called '* Wilhrrfiut rS nak/’' 

The three Nlrands of ertnrt whit It wr h.ivr iraird Imtii iheir 
feeble beginningn* vi/., origiiiiitirH;: with ihr OuakrfN. (Jriftn- 
ville Sharp, and Ramsay, werr rum to t iimhiiir In an we 
have .seen, (Jranville Sharp, in t'oiitin iit*u with lanuhni l*rii*nd*i, 
formed a "(jnnndUre fiir poM iirinn h'vidrmr mi the Slave 
Trade," which was tt* beconu* Ihr ratnoiv« AlH»Uii«Mii ‘4 Sm (ciy. 
At the first mcrling mi May mdv tni wmc prr^rnt 
Their names deserve to he retnrded. CiranviUr Sh.op (( hair^ 
matOi J* H.irton, rhmnas (Tirksun, \V hillwyn, S llnare 
fjnnr-X J* Ih»»per, J. Jdt»ytk K. I'luUips, 1 * Sanson^ J WihuiIs, 

All hut two were Oiiakrrs, aiul the inninie* and IrUri , aUuind 
in "tluuis'* ,ind *'lhtTs/' One of llu* aims of the i Mimimire wa’i 
to dislrihute ClarksunS «tnti *»tlirr pamphlets »ni the Mihin i In 
Oclolrer 17H7 the Ctuninillre rn rived a Irttrr Irom aiul 

Chlvi^^re, the future leaders of the I*' rein h (hr^mdnis, c spi^^oini; 
lha wiiali to prumttlr their views in Ktame, where, as is well 
known, the rdKililkinisU lu hieved a sjierdy hut illie^*«ry itiumph 
in lyoo. 

As there has been sorue r*Mitrt»VTr'»v re-^|ke4.fiiig ilm initiation 
of this movement. It in well to note that ma until pah t h toiler 
lyHy did the (*mninitlrr meiu* a letter Ifaun \Vin«rfhnie I(e 
then asked for infonnalion as ^4|ire>hly as |Mosi!lile. I hr ^tnnlle^ 
of the (aijiimittre show that hr was n*a a inmilirf nntd the 
year aiul it is an rxagi'eraiimi «•» nay that "" lie thmtctl 
lltair enileavours.'* ^ *1 heir aim was o* au up the towns tu 

petition to Pmliaineiil. In this they a«hir;rd a inarkril 
Indeed, it was riitlier the formaiion it«i a ' 4 ron^^ pnhln *>pniion 
by the InlKiurs of the i oimmttrr. than the many moiinm m 
Parlinincnl. wliieh at last brmij'ht ifiumph to the eausr Man 
cheater and Hinninghatn ’awm displayed (.peal interest in iJn; 
subject. A kindretl fUKriety w*e^ fornirtl at the taller town, 
riuil hi London grew in iinii^nlamr, and fnml^^ ramc m rapidly 

' 'Mafp of Wilberfaric,'” », i$t, fui a iitunc^iaidu ta ikr itrif’ 

■' I’rlvrtlP I’nper* of \V. \ViU«rfortc," i? 

• " l.iff of Wilbfrforre,” I, isj The .M»nun! Ilwik* >4 ih«» Cemttmurr 
111 ihe n.M, A(UI. 
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Wilherforcc wrote lo lulni i8lh January 17SS: “The fire is 
kiiullccl in various parts nf ilu* Kin^jilmn and ihc. name spreiuls 
wider and wider/*' One nf the petiliuns resuUiihl iVom the.lial)ours 
of the |»arenl eninmiltee deserves ineiuion here, it <*ame from 
7 (>(j freemen nf Sheflield* was dated ;j<|lh April lyHg, and 

staled that, thniujli the ex|»orls of prlilioners to tlut African 
cnasi inl^^lU fall ollf if the Slave Tratle were ahulished, yet they 
were .s{^ convinced td its inlunnanily that they l}et(t^i;ecl l*arliaincnt 
to sweep It aw.iy/ 

l*elilions of the same lenour had loufj been eoniiuK in» and 
Pill therefore instilulcd an iru|uiry by the Privy (amncil res[)ect- 
iii({ the whole t|iirstlon, includin^^ the condition of the slaves in 
the colimies.’* One of the replies* that from Heriniidn» of lollt 
June tyHK, is typically optimistic, (luvernur Urownc aflinnetl 
tltat the slaves in those islands were excecsliuKly well treated. 
Out uf slaves not more than five a year deserted. Durin^f 
the late war many hat I st‘rvetl on privateers and, wlien captured 
and taken Iti the United Stales, nearly all manapetl to imd<e 
llieir way l»acli lit iludr nuistrrs. This report is a specimen tif 
llie artpnncnls which t impelled Ministers t<i some measure of 
caiil 5 i»n.* 

‘Uterr is, Iniwever, abundant proi»l that I'lll, tbiiuub a lecenl 
recruit li» the movcrnriit. espoused i( with enthusiasm, Uurin^" 
the ilifliiidt ne^puiations willi hrame in the autumn of 17H7, we 
find VVill»er(t»rce infurmint* l‘‘tlen, our euvi*y at l*arls. of Pitt's 
IntercNl in the eiuleavitur Iti Niop iheSlave IVade, a mailer wlildi 
would he ^{rt^ally fiuilitfUed if bVance would jiKree lo taka the 
mime Hiep,* On Jiicl Novernlrer Pill followed up hh friend'H 
letter by another ap[>eal to Kcleti to Induce the ^*rtrnt:h (}ovt?rn^ 
ment “lo discontinue the vlllninouN traffic rmw carried rm In 
Afri ca/"* Tlie follciwini; kller, hitherto unpubllshcrl, frmn Pill 
lo Kderi, furtlier shows hk Intpe that lulen, who wan Muon to 
take the einl)a*»sy at Miulrkl, would be able lo Influence that 
(-ourt also: 

nuMcnin^r .SifUhi, /V,. 7 , 

Mr. Wilherfun r 1ms coininuniiatrd tu mr yntir lust letter rrfa|>eelin}{ 
the Atrium liusinens The niure I rdUrt u|Hin it, the more nuxicam uml 

* “ AiuklriUil jnurfuU/* 1 , .V7- * Put MSS,, jro. 

* “ l.ifr fit WlllK*rrjirr e/' i, iUi. • /M 

* “ Autklrtiul jmiomU/" * M/</, i, 367 . 

' 1*111 Mss , riij I'lir KUrii'Q rcjily, t»rr “ Ant klurut JtiurauU/* i, jHj. 



WIM-IAM IMTT 


<‘IL \‘X 


4()0 

im|«iuenl I am llial llu* ImsinrsM slumUl Ik* hrniiglu nlilv a*, 
aiblu lu a pnini; lhal, il tlir umI tliflirnliic H u\ it t ww In* uM nniiir, ii 
may not .mifTcr lrt»m lla* |iu*jiulirr'< aiul inu rt Ninl uliir* nim * wim h will 
niiiUiply Uminj^ llu- dlsrussiim. (H rmir'.r u laiiiKir )ii In* u|ir ii»r .my 
oflicial cunnminit Mliun ; ami ymi luii iiiiii ilu* mh lum.imlmn, whu li 
I SVC. yuu wwv in ilr.hv \\\\ 1 Impi it will \tv i|iiuc- Mid i l4»i tin jih M iii, 
il 3^)U M l* any i'luia r MUtvw in I’lantr, I h«»pr atil lay ynnr 
grnumi us Mum jin^silili- with a \ic*w lu S|um kIm*. 1 ain i liiraiirrin^ 
W’hiH l(» (In in [Inllantl, luit iIm* iiiiiiM* *•( llinr inaln’N ihi* 

BriTicyi svhifli is iin c•^^.^ry at U a*.l l<ii a tiiiii*, iiitiri itilfa nil 

"I’ht! rrply nf tlu* l*’i«*ut'h ( tuvi*i ihiu'm! in j.intiaiy lySS w.i*^ ilih- 
cnuiajjiiii;, Mnnlinui in ainl liis i itVi*u i «t llini Nyin|mthy 
with ihtt tans**, Iml, It-aiini; that it w»tnlilnMt Mntri tI ni l i^^lauil, 
ivlusiil (it ( iimtnil lln*nisrt\t .. I hr atlvnil i«l Nriht i li» |utwrr 
in Au^uni atiiUsnl l*ili*s h'i|K**'; ’ Inn In* tm* li*inj**iu/r«l, ihnrliy 
prcjiulit inj; llir sni trs iiil llu*iaiisrin ihr .r r.lainhi. "ipatn rc^ 
fused In stir in llte in.iun. 

Meitnvvhilr W'lltn'rldii (* hatl t^;ivrn ntidtrni a nntlntii «<n the 
•mlijecl, lull a m-vcu* illnrsi in hehinaiy ainl Matih lyMK U*li 
him in a Hiati* ul wraknrs'* whith |iirituilr d ihr Irasi rlltnl. 
Hrfnrt* Iravinjj Inr h.nli, Itr lH*nn« d Tm i*» In nit* litiw aiil llu* 
imilinn hir him. I hr rnmr Mnnslri otiiM iiirfl, *«> . Willirr 
Tdrcr, '* with it warmth nl |niiui|j|r and iiinnl .hiii ilun havr niittlr 
me Invr lum lurltri ihitn i rvrr diil Uliirr Nrwr ihrlrr* hr 
nrlctl with lalltinn- Up in tin* hr^pimin^: »»( ihi* yrai ui 

lea*it, lu* hiul nnl hiMtmht tin* niatit i iK*liM(* ihr i ahint i, prtih 
ahly I man St* hr knew that In»»sl nl its mnnlHrs WMithl 
him* In ihr muntty alsn a }i<Hitnlahlr n]i|H«’alnin was 
aiul, as tiMtally hap|H*ns in sm It t a^ ^ nilhn aasl A ilanuannl at 
delay as IrraMin n* thr laiisr' rrilia|«» ii was tins wlinli \v%\ 
hint til m|nr«t a mnlnrinr w'llh Nhai|f, It |flairtin 

Aprilt itiul is ihtis tr|nii(rtl in thr Minittrstil llir i Miinnittrc 

lie [tiranvillr Slurt*| had a lull iippianinmi nt c^p!nniM|.* iImI the 
desire tif ihr I 'uininiili '' w» ni Ih a lull AlM<hinai *»! th^ ‘rrailc 

Mr. Pill a*^^urrt| him (hat his hrarl was wah .nu| lh.%t In* •oiisnUfrd 
himself plnlgrU in Mr WillN ilunc iImI ihr sh»Mih| nta nuslam 

any injury tfniit hi'^ iinlU4|Kisiin»M, latl at tin* «uuir inur ghat ihr *juli|txl 

’ *' Am hlwnd jnurnah; I, \*v; *' I Uijimmfr |*, 

Aik k la Mil JaumaKi i, V*s|« *' I ilr •»( WQUc^’rlrafii i, i ‘4« 
clfei (if fuiuifint nf ^tli A|irit lu \V. W ilia’ i fur i e,'"' 
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\H of greiu pniiiu nl inipiirijut* t*. ami ii was lu prnnvil in ilir 

ihincHH with UinpiM' aiul punlnn i\ Hr did imt ii[»pri«iu*nil, as tlir 
aiuinatinn hrtnrr llir Pn\ y ( 'mna il wiaitil yrt takr upsniiii* (tita*, that 
c suhjii l lonKl lir lolly invc sli^^.ilrcl in ihr ph sriil srssitm ut I’aili.i 
riUi hnl Miiii hr wmthi t tinsiilrr whrlhrr lh«* hniiis nl ihr Hntlsr W'unlil 
hnil t)f any intsisnirs that woiihl )ir uMi^atory nn thnn (ti takr it up 
.rly in llir m ssuuk* 


On 0 th May' IMll hrtni|,jhl Itis nniliutt iH^forr l\\v Kiuisr, hut 
unlin^^ ihr nmchiHifin nf ihr nffitial int|uiry% hr nffrrrd itn 
jinhin nn ihr Hiihjrcl, fnr which hr was shaqdy' Iwitlrd hy h'nv 
If I Murkr. 1 1 is cniuluci was far frrun plrasinff hi lltr rnnrr 
tlrnl spiriis. One of ihrin, ihr vrnrrahir Sir William Uullirn, 
rmhrr fnr ihr Ihiivrrsity fif Oxhinh artrr inspretin^j 11 slavr 
lip in ihr 'riianirs, flrlrnninrfl t<i Insr no linir in itllrvinlin*: 
ir misery of thr many livinp; riir^pjrs ihal rrnssrtl (hr nrraii. 
!r thrrefurr lirouylil In a hill fnr Irmpnrmily rryiilaiinyj Ihr 
annporl <if slavrs in Ihilislt ships. In (lir ciunsr n| ihr «l|s- 
issimis Pill clrrlarnl lhal, rvrn llua^th ihr piupfiMsi rt'pii 
linns iiivnlvrtl llu< (rath* in min. as was mainlaiiirtt, In* Wfuihl 
’vrrlhrlrss vnU* fnr Ihrm ; ami If ihr Iradr «nnhl nnt hr rrpu 
hnl, Itr Nvniihl vt»(r fnr Ils ahtililinn as "slmt’Kinp {%% Iminanity. 
mininahh* l«i hr i .tnirfl nri hy any t nnntry\ ami whn li trllcrlnl 
ir tprjilc^Nl tlishnmaii nn ihr Hiilish Srnalr 41ml (hr Ihilinh 
ilifiii.'* (Ir fnillu^r shnllrfl thr llnusr hy piiipusinp lhal llu’ 
Ijiilalifins slunihl hrenmr nprralivr Imm lhal ilay indi Junr 
hr hold which hr had on mrmhrrs was shown hy (hr divislnn, 
fly six vtiilnn for ihr mrasiirr anrl only (ivr ayjatnsi it. In ihr 
pprr Ilnusr no inlnislcr fiavr Ihr Dukr of Kldnnond vrnlurrd 
I defend Ihl^ nnnsnal rnnctmrnl; and thr Oltancrllnr/lhurlnv^. 
lokr «trn(45ly against it, Hytlnry ahn opjmsrel ii, ihniitjh with 
imlrrAlifin ( 2 $[h June), PiU\ fcreliiiKs when hr lirard n| Ihrh 
rtion nrr sluiwn in n plirnsr nf Ins Irllrr lo Crrrnvdlr, dalnl 
♦(inliritl^jr. ,M 4 h Jnnr, lhal if thr Mill f.iilrd hr and (hr nppn .rr . 
onifl nol rrnialn mrndirrs nf (hr samr (*ahinrt. ‘This ilnlara 
on finrs honmir in Ids luMtl ami llis jnrh;rmrMt, U pi«»\t*s llir 
lOmth of his Irrliiips un ihr snhjn i ami his sriisr n( ih«* nrcsl 
[ disi'ipliiir in ihc* rahinrt, Had ihr inra .nrr Kiilisl 1*1 p,iss (hr 
.mils, a rahinrt msis i»( ihr pr.ivr a kimi Wiuild li.ur arisen 
iH (I was, hiiwrvrr, llir ipral rlturl < pul fntih liy Till aiimny Iris 


» n M. Alia M 
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